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HAMPDEN — The Mes-
salonskee High School field
hockey program from Oak-
land is among the state’s
best, but rival Skowhegan
has continually prevented
the Eagles from reaching a
Class A state championship
game.

Before losing to Lawrence
of Fairfield in
the Eastern
Maine Class A
semifinals last
fall, Messa-
lonskee had lost in the re-
gional championship game
to Skowhegan the previous
six years.

But this could be the sea-
son that the Eagles earn
their first Eastern Maine
title since 2000.

Coach Katie McLaugh-
lin’s team sits atop the Class
A North standings with a
12-0 record that includes a
3-0 win over Skowhegan,
which gives the Eagles three
consecutive triumphs over
the Indians.

Skowhegan, which has
only lost to Messalonskee
this fall, will entertain Mes-
salonskee in the regular sea-
son finale on Tuesday.

Last fall, Messalonskee
had ended Skowhegan’s 78-
game winning streak, 5-4 in
double overtime, and then
bested the Indians 4-2 at the
end of the season.

Messalonskee has out-
scored its opponents 67-2
this season.

“Coming into this sea-
son, we’ve had a different
mentality when we play
Skowhegan,” said senior
center forward Emily
Hogan. “Instead of getting
hyped up before the game
because they’re our big-
gest rivals, we stayed more
calm and collected. We
were taking it one game at
a time. It’s one game, let’s

play it and win it.”
Senior right wing Na-

thalie St. Pierre this is the
strongest team she has
played on.

“It’s a very deep team.
We’ve got a lot of young
players, but they aren’t in-
timidated by anything. They
just play their game, and we
all really work well togeth-
er,” she said.

The team is a very special
group, according to fifth-
year head coach McLaugh-
lin.

“They are all completely
selfless. They work hard,
they play hard, it’s all about
the team. There’s no drama,”
she said.

Her team’s recent success
against Skowhegan has im-
proved her players’ confi-
dence.

“It has been a slow pro-
gression. But we aren’t
scared or worried any more.
We don’t concern ourselves
with who we’re playing and
the hype surrounding it,”
McLaughlin said. “We play
our own game and just
worry about ourselves.
We’re getting better when it
comes to playing in big
games.”

“We feel we have a huge
shot [to win the regional
title] this year, and we’re
working hard every day.
That’s what will get us
there,” said senior right
midfielder Riley Field.

Messalonskee has just
four seniors but Hogan, St.
Pierre, Field and right back
Kirsten Pelletier have
played important roles in its
success.

“They are real strong
players and they have been
amazing leaders. … They or-
chestrate the whole thing,”
said McLaughlin.

Sophomore center mid-
fielder Haley Lowell and ju-
nior center back Lydia Dex-
ter “really swing the ball
well and get us moving up
and down and side to side,”
she said.

Freshmen sweeper Kait-
lyn Smith and left back Au-
tumn Littlefield have been
“incredibly mature” and
stellar in the back; junior
Emily Warren has been pro-
ductive on the left wing; ju-
nior Ally Corbett has been
“wonderful” at left mid; and
first-year starting goalie
Hannah Pinney, a junior,
has done “an excellent job,”
McLaughlin added.
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Morsebattles byBelfast in secondhalf
BY BOB CONN
BRUNSWICK TIMES RECORD

BATH — It was a story of two
very different halves when Morse
hosted Belfast in a girls high
school Kennebec Valley Athletic
Conference soccer contest Tues-
day.

The Shipbuild-
ers played a le-
thargic first half,
while the Lions scored twice for a
2-1 halftime lead.

But Morse turned things around
in the second half, dominating the
final 40 minutes in a 4-2 Class B
victory, giving the 5-3-2 Shipbuild-
ers a much-needed win and ending
a four-game winless streak.

“We finally arrived,” said Morse
coach Steve Boyce. “For whatever
reason, we have games like that
where we think they’re ready but
their heads are back at homecoming.
I was impressed that the younger
kids came through and the older
ones kept things solid. It is a relief.”

Morse owned the second half,
outshooting Belfast (1-9) 19-5, and
getting three goals from Macie
Gagne. The Lions lost freshman
goaltender Shera Hilt (six saves) to
an injury with 36:43 left in the sec-
ond half after a collision with
Morse’s Aubrey Martin, and
though backup Cori Shooter made
some solid saves among her seven
stops, the tide seemed to turn in
favor of the hosts.

“We got away from what we
wanted to do,” said Belfast coach
Chris Lavalle. “When our ‘keeper
got hurt, it changed the focus a bit.
We started trying to play long, and
what happens is we give up three.
Morse seemed like they were on
the bus ride to Belfast in the first
half, where in the second half they
showed up.”

Gagne feels her team worked
harder after receiving a talk at
halftime from Boyce.

“In the second half we definitely
hustled more and went to the ball
harder,” she said. “At halftime our
coach boosted us up quite a bit,
and we played fast. When we play
that way, we can be very good.”

The Lions didn’t play like a

team with one win in the opening
moments of the game as Cassidy
Hill sent a perfectly placed shot
over the hands of Morse goalten-
der Marissa Parks (six saves) just
1:53 into the game.

Morse managed to tie the game
when Megan Curtis broke in alone
on Hilt after receiving a pass from
Alika McMurrin. But Belfast had
an answer five minutes later when
Lydia Violette blasted a hard shot
into the twine for a 2-1 halftime
lead.

Morse took over right out of the
gate in the second frame. Game-
long standout Amanda Gagne had
an early chance sail just wide, and
Hilt stopped Martin on a break-
away that resulted in the goalten-

der heading off along with Martin,
who received a yellow card.

But there was no stopping the
Shipbuilders as Macie Gagne tied
the game with 27:35 remaining off a
corner kick. Emma Rossetti served
it near the Belfast goal, with Sierra
Wallace touching a pass to the
Morse freshman for an easy goal.

With 9:31 remaining, Macie
Gagne’s second goal was assisted by
Ella Martin, and she made it three
straight goals (assisted by Amanda
Gagne) with 3:08 left to cap off the
Shipbuilders’ comeback.

Morse finished with a 30-13 shot
advantage, with Shooter turning
aside seven shots after relieving
Hilt. The Shipbuilders also held a
9-2 edge in corner kicks.

bowling tournament at age
8, he won several other
youth tournaments.

Betts, who also excelled as
a basketball player, was draft-
ed by the Red Sox in the fifth
round (172nd pick) of the 2011
Major League Baseball draft
and signed with Boston, re-
scinding his commitment to
the University of Tennessee.

A three-year stint in Bos-
ton’s minor league system
included 54 games in 2014
with the Portland Sea Dogs,
the franchise’s Double-A af-
filiate, before moving up to
Triple-A Pawtucket and
then to Boston.

Betts
Continued from Page B5

the ball,” but knows he must
improve his game, including
his jump shot.

“I’ve been told that the big-
gest thing incoming freshmen
have troubles with is defend-
ing,” Fleming said. “I’m going
to be working on my strength
a lot just to be ready for that
next level.”

Fleming is on the Oxford
Hills golf team and plans to
play baseball next spring for
the first time since 2013.

Fleming,whohopestostudy
business at UMaine, is expect-
ed to sign a National Letter of
Intent during the early signing
period, Nov. 11-18.

Walsh can’t comment on
Fleming until UMaine has re-
ceived the signed NLI.

Inconsistency plagues
Collins

Quarterback Dan Collins
continues to put up unspec-

tacular numbers as UMaine
moves into the middle third
of the season.

The junior was 16-for-31
passing for 154 yards with a
touchdown and an intercep-
tion in Saturday’s loss at
Richmond.

“You hit Danny’s middle
name: It’s inconsistency,”
said coach Jack Cosgrove,
who saw solid play against
Boston College and Rhode
Island but less effectiveness
in the Tulane and Richmond
games.

“We missed some throws,
just forced some things in
there. The interception was
a force,” he said.

For the season, Collins is
53-for-110 (48 percent) for
only 580 yards (145 ypg) and
a single TD with four inter-
ceptions.

Fleming
Continued from Page B5

Belichick has continued
what’s been a trend in recent
years of making deals to try to
improve his team throughout
training camp and the regular
season. A 2012 deal with the
Buccaneers for then-suspend-

ed corner-
back Aqib
Talib was the
best move of
the bunch,
but Belichick
hopes a posi-
tive trend of
contributors
that included
linebackers
AkeemAyers

and Jonathan Casillas last fall
continues in Foxborough
with Hicks and Bostic.

“It’s worked out that
way,” Belichick said of
being a more active trader
in recent years. “We felt
like we could make some
moves that would help us,
obviously, and we’ll see
how it all turns out. We
felt some players that
we’ve acquired — all those
guys you mentioned — at
the time we did it we
thought they would be ben-
eficial for us and they’d be
productive for us. Some of
those guys have, and we’ll
see how it goes with this
new group.”

New England is already
considered a top Super Bowl
50 contender as it looks to
defend its title behind one of
the best offenses in the
game. But Belichick showed
during his team’s early bye
week that there is no time to
be resting on three wins or
past successes in New Eng-
land.

Patriots
Continued from Page B5

GIRLS
SOCCER

LARRY MAHONEY | BDN

Nathalie St. Pierre (from left), Riley Field and Emily Hogan have helped lead the Messa-
lonskee field hockey team to a 12-0 record and No. 1 spot in Class A North.

Last season: 41-27-14, fifth in Atlantic Division; missed playoffs.
Coach: Claude Julien (9th season with Bruins).
Top returning players: C Patrice Bergeron (29 G, 32 A, Frank J. Selke winner

as the top defensive forward); G Tuukka Rask (2.30 GAA, .922 save percentage
in 70 games); D Zdeno Chara.

Top newcomers: LW Matt Beleskey; RW Jimmy Hayes.
Opener: vs. Winnipeg Jets, 7 p.m. Thursday at TD Garden, Boston.
Outlook: The Bruins set an NHL record — one they’d love to forget — in

posting the most points (96) of any non-playoff team in history. They fired gen-
eral manager Peter Chiarelli — promoting Don Sweeney to the job —and kept
coach Julien. Injuries to an already questionable defense could force a slow
start. Boston should return to the playoffs, but the offense must show more
consistency.

A capsule look at the Boston Bruins

Busy offseason sets
up intriguing new
NHL campaign
BY TIM WHARNSBY
REUTERS

From rookie phenom Con-
nor McDavid to old coaches in
new places to a fresh overtime
format and another Chicago
Blackhawks title defense, the
2015-16 NHL season is full to
the brim with intrigue.

McDavid is considered the
best prospect to reach the
NHL since Sidney Crosby a
decade ago and the 18-year-old
Canadian carries the burden
of gargantuan expectations
while playing on an Edmon-
ton Oilers team that, at nine
seasons, owns the league’s
longest playoff drought.

Edmonton, with former
San Jose Sharks coach Todd
McLellan now behind the
bench, are one of seven teams
who changed coaches in the
offseason. The most high pro-
file move saw Mike Babcock
join the rebuilding Toronto
Maple Leafs after 10 seasons
with the Detroit Red Wings.

Babcock, who signed a
mammoth eight-year contract
worth $50 million, was re-
placed by Jeff Blashill, who
will try to steer Detroit into
the playoffs for the 25th con-
secutive season, the longest
current streak in the NHL.

It will be up to all 30 head
coaches to figure out tactics
for a new overtime wrinkle
that will see three-on-three
play replace four-on-four ac-
tion as part of the NHL’s bid to
create more scoring and re-
duce the number of games de-
cided by shootout.

Chicago certainly have the
skill to succeed in overtime,
but with its third bid in six
years to win back-to-back
Stanley Cups the defending
champs once again will have
to overcome the loss of key
players as well as the Patrick
Kane situation.

The Chicago standout
showed up for training camp
the target of a sexual assault
investigation in connection
with an incident that alleged-
ly occurred in his home in
early August.

Kane, 26, has not been
charged and denies any
wrongdoing. The NHL has not
taken any action against the
Blackhawks forward and the
case took a bizarre turn last
month when the accuser’s
lawyer abruptly quit.

“We’re going to have to
watch the process play out
and at the appropriate time
we’ll make whatever deci-
sions have to be made at the
time,” said NHL Commission-
er Gary Bettman.

There hasn’t been a repeat
champion in the 10-year sala-
ry cap era of the NHL and you
have to go back to the 1997-98
Red Wings to find the last suc-
cessful title defense.

In order to keep the core of
captain Jonathan Toews,
Kane, Marian Hossa, Duncan
Keith and Brent Seabrook
under contract, Chicago trad-
ed a pair of key forwards and
lost three veterans to free
agency.

“This year we definitely
lost three or four key pieces to
our team that were part of it
and had meaningful contribu-
tions,” said Chicago coach
Joel Quenneville. “That key
group is in place. These guys
have an amazing appetite for
winning and that’s what we
look forward to.”

Chicago and the Los Ange-
les Kings have won five of the
last six Stanley Cup champi-
onships, starting with the
Blackhawks in 2010. Since the
Boston Bruins won in 2011,
the Kings (2012, 2014) and
Blackhawks (2013, 2015) have
alternated as champions.

Last season, the Kings
became the first defending
champion to miss the
playoffs since the 2006-07
Carolina Hurricanes. But
a long offseason after
playing 64 postseason
games in the prior three
campaigns (the most in
the NHL in that span) has
the Kings refreshed and
excited about taking an-
other title run with new-
comers Milan Lucic and
Christian Ehrhoff.

Messalonskeemaking run at regional title
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Belichick

off a slow start with low
Class A Greenville and fin-
ished with a .278 batting av-
erage, an .817 OPS and 49
stolen bases. He played sec-
ond base this season, but
that is not set in stone.

POSITIVE SIGNS: RHP
Rick Porcello lost 16 games in
the final year of his previous
contract and now begins a
four-year, $82.5 million con-
tract that was given to him
before he ever threw a pitch
for the Red Sox. There were
positive signs late, but Dom-
browski traded Porcello once
and could do it again.

PEDROIA’S STATUS: 2B
Dustin Pedroia, considered
the heart and soul of this
team, was limited to 93 games
this season because of injury.
He played in 75 games in 2010
and 135 in 2014, so the injury
danger is there. He is 32 and
has a contract, at affordable
money, that runs through
2021. Could he be dealt?

BOGAERTS FINISHES
STRONG: SS Xander Bo-
gaerts, rebounding from a
dreadful season that had him
involved in virtually every
trade rumor involving the Red
Sox, enjoyed a marvelous sea-
son, both with the bat and in
the field. He hit .320 with seven
homers, 82 RBIs and 10 stolen
bases in 156 games. His defense
was as good as anybody’s.

SWIHART SOLID: C
Blake Swihart was forced into
the starting job when Chris-
tian Vazquez was lost for the
season with Tommy John sur-
gery. This was supposed to be
a development year for Swi-
hart, and he was better be-
hind the plate than previously
billed. He batted .274 with 31
RBIs in 84 games. The organi-
zation is set on Vazquez being
the catcher of the future be-
cause of his defensive prow-
ess, and Swihart has said he
doesn’t want to change posi-
tions. After watching Matt
Wieters struggle through his
year after Tommy John sur-
gery, the Red Sox are happy to
have both young players.

BRADLEY STRUGGLES:
CF Jackie Bradley Jr., who is
as good as there is in baseball
playing the outfield, had a
burst late in the season that
had people wondering if they
were watching the new Willie
Mays. However, he finished
the season by going 12-for-82
after Sept. 7, so the question
remains: Will the real Jackie
Bradley Jr. please stand up?

BUCHHOLZ DILEMMA:
RHP Clay Buchholz, who is
always hurt, presents a di-
lemma for team president
Dave Dombrowski. The pitch-
er’s option is for a very afford-
able $13 million if Buchholz’s
elbow is given the OK by team
doctors. Dombrowski has
made it clear that if a guy with
that much talent is available
for just $13 million, the team
will keep him.

BETTS BLOSSOMS: OF
Mookie Betts blossomed into
a real star, finishing the sea-
son at .291 with 18 homers, 77
RBIs and 21 stolen bases in 27
tries. He is good no matter
where you play him, and, re-
member, he was an infielder
in the minors, so we will see
how this all shakes out when
the dust settles on Dombrows-
ki’s moves.

ORTIZ’S ASSESSMENT:
“You see all the young talent
performing at the highest
level. I know this game is a
learning process. I’m pretty
sure they’re getting the
memo. They’re pretty much
establishing themselves as
wanting to be everyday play-
ers. There’s a lot of special
things you have to do to get
there.” — DH David Ortiz, on
the state of the Red Sox.

FARRELL’S RETURN:
Dombrowski announced Sun-
day that manager John Far-
rell, who just finished chemo-
therapy as he batted stage-1
lymphoma, would return next
season — if his health allows
him to work.

After winning the World
Series in his first year as man-
ager, Farrell saw his next two
Red Sox teams finish in last
place in the American League
East. In 2013 and 2014, Boston
compiled a 121-155 record
under Farrell and 26-19 under
interim manager Torey Lu-
vollo, who was retained via
two-year contract and will be
on the scene in Farrell can’t
continue at any point.

Red Sox
Continued from Page B5


