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because you’re holding on to
playing other guys and
there’s that ‘can he do it in
the game’ thing,” Cosgrove
said. “[We said] let’s go, let’s
just throw them in there,
and we did. Their response
really speaks volumes about
them and their character.”

As a result, UMaine has
much more confidence mov-
ing forward about the tail-
back position if Beckford,
Davis-Ray and Malone are
hampered by injury issues.

The Black Bears return to
Alfond Stadium for Saturday’s
3:30 p.m. Homecoming game
against Yale of the Ivy League.

tain much forecheck pres-
sure against North Dakota.

“Our offensive poise and
execution has to get better,”
said Gendron.

Maine plays at 1-0-1

Union on Friday and Satur-
day. Union tied Sacred
Heart 1-1 and beat Boston
University 5-3 last week-
end.

Crowds energized Black
Bears

The IceBreaker attracted
10,194 fans for the two Maine
games: 5,007 Friday and
5,187 on Saturday.

“The fans were great.
They were loud,” said
Swavely. “The energy and
noise in the building was
great to see. It gave us a
boost.”

“It was a great atmo-
sphere,” said McGovern.
“The fans were going crazy.
I didn’t realize how loud
they were until after the
game.”

season game, adding a two-
run homer off Royals right-
hander Ryan Madsen (1-0) to
his solo shot off right-hander

Yordano Ventura in the third.
Colby Rasmus followed with
a solo shot, his fourth of the
series, to nudge the Astros six
outs away from the AL Cham-
pionship Series.

Correa added a leadoff
single in the ninth and fin-
ished 4-for-4 with four RBIs
and two runs scored. His

2012 draft classmate, right-
hander Lance McCullers,
was sharp in his postseason
debut, limiting the Royals to
two runs on two hits and
two walks with seven strike-
outs over 6 1/3 innings. The
Astros’ bullpen collapse
wiped his name from the
marquee.

The 30-year-old, who is
among the quickest off the
start handles in every race,
entered the USA Luge pro-
gram in the late 1990s. She
reached the high point of
her World Cup career in
February 2013 with a silver
medal in Lake Placid. But
given the nature of the inter-
national competition, track
records continue to fall and
athletes are only getting
faster.

“I feel very confident that
the changes I made this off
season, in both my equip-
ment and training, are put-

ting me in a position to find
success this season.”

The national team coach-
ing staff has been integral to
her success this fall.

“I’m thankful to coaches
Miro (Zayonc) and Lubo
(Mick) for welcoming my
feedback and working with
me this offseason to make
some adjustments to my
equipment to better suit
my individual sliding
style.”

Now Clukey, part of a
strong and deep women’s
national team that includes
Hamlin, Emily Sweeney,
Summer Britcher and Ray-
chel Germaine, is getting
ready to start sliding in
Lake Placid with an eye to-
ward the first of two seeding
races on October 31.

“It’s a tough start,” admitted
defenseman Adam McQuaid.
“It’s not at all the way we want-
ed to start this home stand.”

Bruins coach Claude Julien,
asked at the start of his post-
game media conference if he is
concerned about his future
with the bad start, just said,
“Next question.”

Rask has been anything but
sharp in losing all three games
— and heard derisive cheers
from the crowd after a routine
save followingthe fifthgoal.He
made 17 saves and has given
up 14 goals on 91 shots in three
games — a dismal .846 save
percentage.

Asked if his goalie is frustrat-
ed, Julien said, “It doesn’t mat-
ter. I thinkwhenyouloseyou’re
frustrated. I think everybody’s
frustrated, not just Tuukka.”

Left winger Ondrej Palat
scored Tampa’s second goal
and center Valteri Filppula
closedthescoringwith4:02 left.
Center Tyler Johnson and de-
fenseman Victor Hedman had
two assists apiece.

Boyle’s second goal was a
beauty, as he stole a pass by
right winger David Pastrnak,
shook the featherweight off
and went in alone on Rask.

It was the Lightning’s third
win in their last 13 games over-
all against the Bruins, their
fifth in the last 19.

Former University of Maine
standout Ben Bishop made 27
stops in winning his third
straight in the Tampa Bay net.

The Bruins, who have yield-
ed 16 goals in the three games
— all at home — scored three
power-play goals, two by right
winger Loui Ericsson and. The
other was by center David Kre-
jci, who assisted on both Erics-
son goals. Defenseman Torey
Krug drew an assist on all
three Boston goals.

The Bruins, one of six on the
power play in their first two
games, needed 18 seconds to
score on their first try in the
game and just 23 seconds to
delivered on their second.

NOTES: Tampa Bay C Alex
Killorn notched his 100th ca-
reer point on the final goal. …
While Bruins D Zdeno Chara
(upper body) made his season
debut, Boston was without
Brad Marchand (concussion).
Boston coach Claude Julien
said Marchand, injured Satur-

day night, was “still going
through some daily evalua-
tion,” but was hopeful March-
and will be able to travel west

with the team for games at
Colorado and Arizona. March-
and was in the press box dur-
ing the game.

WINSLOW TOWNSON | USA TODAY

Boston Bruins center Chris Kelly (left) checks Tampa Bay
Lightning center Valtteri Filppula during the second period
at TD Garden on Monday. Tampa Bay won 6-3.

USCfiresSarkisian
as football coach
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Steve Sarkisian has been fired
as the Southern Cal football coach,
the university an-
nounced on Mon-
day.

Sarkisian was
placed on indefinite leave on Sun-
day after reportedly showing up
for duty under the influence of al-
cohol.

The decision to dismiss Sarki-
sian was made by athletic director
Pat Haden.

“After careful consideration of
what is in the best interest of the
university and our student-ath-
letes, I have made the decision to
terminate Steve Sarkisian, effec-
tive immediately,” Haden said in a
statement.

“I want to thank Clay Helton for
stepping into the interim head
coach role, and I want to add how
proud I am of our coaching staff
and players and the way they are
responding to this difficult situa-
tion.

“Through all of this we remain
concerned for Steve and hope that
it will give him the opportunity to
focus on his personal well being.”

Sarkisian was in second season
as Trojans’ coach after spending
the previous five seasons at Wash-
ington. He had a 12-6 record at
USC, including 3-2 this season.

After Sarkisian was placed on in-

definite leave, there were multiple
reports detailing his misuse of alco-
hol, including allegations that he
was drinking to intoxication for the
Arizona State game two weeks ago.

Haden, who said he vetted
Sarkisian during his coaching
search in 2013, announced the
leave Sunday when he told report-
ers it was evident Sarkisian was
not healthy.

The Los Angeles Daily News re-
ported Sunday night that Sarkisian
was drunk on the sideline in Tempe,
Ariz., when USC beat Arizona State
on Sept. 26. Assistant coaches pulled
Sarkisian out of a player huddle
when it became clear, per the re-
port, he was “not sober.”

In the same report, players al-
leged they smelled alcohol on
Sarkisian’s breath Sunday morn-
ing during a team meeting four
days after Thursday’s loss to
Washington.

Previous reports by the Seattle
Times traced binge drinking during
Washington’s program outings and
recruiting trips, including to Indian
Wells resort in 2012, when a tab of
more than $1,000 resulted from “91
tequila shots.” In the same story, the
paper claimed Sarkisian was notori-
ous for making early drinking stops
during recruiting trips.

When Sarkisian agreed to seek
treatment in August after he was
clearly drunk during USC’s “Sa-
lute to Troy” event, he told media

during his first interview that he
didn’t have a problem or need
treatment. Instead, he said he mis-
takenly drank while taking pain-
killing medication. Sarkisian also
has been going through a divorce.

Former Washington tight end
Michael Hartvigson posted via
Twitter, “Coach Sark is still hav-
ing fun at USC!
#ThingsHaven’tChanged.”

Haden allowed Sarkisian to re-
main on the job in August, but
based on reports Sunday and Mon-
day, he didn’t walk the straight
and narrow.

On Sunday, Haden was in-
formed at 1 p.m. PT that Sarki-
sian wasn’t at the 12:30 p.m. PT
practice. That’s when he reached
the coach, whose team is strug-
gling after beginning the season

in the Top 25 polls.
Meanwhile, former USC coach

Pete Carroll said Monday he has
reached out to his former assistant.

“It breaks my heart to see how
this has gone,” Carroll, now the
coach of the Seattle Seahawks, told
710 ESPN Seattle. “But he recog-
nizes it and he’s going to do some-
thing about it, so this is the day the
turn occurs.

COLLEGE
FOOTBALL

MARK J. REBILAS | USA TODAY

Southern California Trojans head coach Steve Sarkisian (right) celebrates with quarterback Cody Kessler
after a second quarter touchdown against the Arizona State Sun Devils at Sun Devil Stadium recently.

Three horse injuries
spark track inquiry
UMaine professor tests safety in Kentucky

BY ALICIA WINCZE HUGHES
LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER

In response to questions
and concerns that have aris-
en after three horses suffered
fatal breakdowns over the
Keeneland main track since
the start of the Fall Meet, Dr.
Mick Peterson of the Univer-
sity of Maine was at the Lex-
ington, Kentucky, track last
weekend, working with offi-
cials to review testing and
daily measuring procedures
to ensure the safety of the
dirt track.

According to a news re-
lease from Keeneland on
Monday, the review by Peter-
son, a UMaine professor and
executive director of Racing
Surfaces Testing Laboratory,
found that the dirt surface
met all of the pre-meet test
criteria and all maintenance
had been performed in accor-
dance with protocols devel-
oped for the track.

The findings were similar
to those reported in Peter-
son’s Composition and Per-
formance Testing review,
conducted just before the
start of the Fall Meet.

Peterson performs a review
of Keeneland’s dirt and turf
surfaces before every race
meet. In addition to the pre-

meet testing, daily measure-
ments are taken on both rac-
ing surfaces every race day by
Keeneland officials, and elec-
tronic records are maintained
and reviewed by Peterson.

“Keeneland, along with a
smallgroupof industry leaders,
has made a commitment to ad-
vancing knowledge and provid-
ingthemostconsistentsurfaces
in the industry,” Peterson said
intherelease.“Byparticipating
in the maintenance tracking
systemtomeasureandmonitor
the surface performance,
Keeneland both defines the
state of the art and is helping to
advance our understanding of
racing surfaces. When ques-
tions arise these records allow
us to review all of the mainte-
nance and operating conditions
as well as the daily surface in-
spections, that help to ensure
that the most consistent possi-
blesurfaceisprovided.Because
the racing surface is a critical
safety system, all of the mainte-
nance must be performed in ac-
cordance with best practices in
the industry.”

Concerns about the surface
peaked after multiple Grade I
winner and leading Breeders’
Cup Sprint candidate Rock Fall
suffered fatal fractures in both
his front legs after a workout
over the track last Saturday.


