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Belfast at Foxcroft Acad. 17-13 28-14 14-13 23-7 21-17 21-22 10-14 42-37

Boothbay at Dirigo 6-27 6-22 6-20 14-12 7-27 15-20 7-12 24-14

Brewer at Messalonskee 28-6 28-14 24-13 23-14 24-20 16-14 27-13 24-21

Brunswick at Mt. Blue 27-21 27-21 27-28 20-12 30-10 14-12 21-12 27-21

Bucksport at Orono 6-16 20-22 13-20 12-13 14-13 16-20 21-14 13-27

Dexter at Maine Central Institute 13-28 6-30 6-28 14-27 10-28 20-30 14-32 17-42

Ellsworth/Sumner at Medomak Valley 6-20 12-24 6-7 12-14 14-21 12-14 10-21 13-17

Hampden at Gardiner 7-16 14-20 13-6 7-8 16-17 8-12 10-14 14-12

Hermon at Winslow 10-20 6-30 7-14 7-30 7-27 14-21 6-27 10-14

John Bapst at Waterville 7-17 14-21 6-7 22-20 8-12 16-20 8-17 20-21

Lawrence at Nokomis 24-6 22-12 14-7 20-8 21-7 18-14 24-8 27-14

Madison/Carrabec at Old Town 6-28 14-35 6-21 20-27 12-24 29-30 14-21 13-32

Mount View at Mattanawcook 13-14 20-28 13-14 20-21 21-23 16-14 17-28 35-37

Oceanside at Mount Desert Island 7-20 14-30 6-20 14-28 17-22 15-21 7-24 13-27

Portland at Bangor 21-7 28-14 34-7 27-7 28-8 22-14 21-14 35-17

Skowhegan at Cony 14-13 35-28 14-13 21-20 24-14 16-12 27-24 24-13

Washington Acad. at Houlton 6-7 6-20 7-21 14-15 7-14 20-24 14-15 13-24

Yale at Maine 14-28 21-27 14-21 10-24 17-27 21-24 27-28 13-27

Becker at Husson 13-27 17-40 13-27 12-31 9-22 26-34 24-33 17-21

W. New England at Maine Maritime 7-10 42-14 28-14 41-31 31-21 21-14 31-34 21-24

LAST WEEK 15-5 19-14 18-2 18-2 18-2 17-3 14-6 17-3

SEASON 94-15 99-21 94-26 92-28 91-29 90-30 84-36 78-42

PERCENTAGE (*combined guests) .783 .825 .783 .767 .758 .750 .700 .650

With only four weeks
remaining in the 50th BDN
Football Forecast, it is going
to take a spirited stretch run
for Sports staff members to
catch leader Ernie Clark.

Clark led the pack with a
19-1 record last week, push-
ing his lead to five games
over Ryan McLaughlin, who
went 18-2. Pete Warner also
was correct on 18 of 20
games, but has slipped to

seven games off the pace.
Our guest, BDN Maine

digital journalist Seth
Koenig, had a solid 15-5
effort.

This week’s guest is Jeff
Thurlow, who does consult-
ing engineering work at
Carpenter Associates in Old
Town.

Thurlow played football
at Orono High School and
Maine Maritime Academy

in Castine. Upon gradua-
tion, he went to work for the
government, including the
military.

Thurlow also has worked
as a high school football offi-
cial for 30 years. He lives in
Eddington with his wife
Lori, a speech therapist for
the Bangor school system,
and their daughter, Aziza,
who is a junior at Bangor
High School.
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player of the year and was
named the offensive player
of the year.

However, he quickly dis-
covered that UMaine pre-
sented a different set of cir-
cumstances. UMaine has
featured several lineback-
ers, some of whom were big-
ger and/or faster.

He redshirted as a fresh-
man in 2011 and did not play
in 2012. McCabe got into two
games the following year,
then finally saw action in
five contests last season,
mostly on special teams,
while dealing with a nag-
ging hamstring injury.

“It’s been a slow, steady
climb and obviously it’s
crossed my mind I don’t
want to do this, but you can
never give up,” McCabe
said.

Quitting just isn’t in Mc-
Cabe’s makeup.

“My parents [Timothy
and Sandra McCabe] have
always taught me that once
you start something, you’ve
got to finish it,” he said. I’m
really glad I did. You’ve just
got to put in your time, and
if you did the right things
along the way, then every-
thing will work out. You just
have to trust in your abili-
ties.”

John McCabe credits his
breakthrough in part to his
dedication to nutrition (his
major) and his commitment
to the weight room, which
have helped enable him to
handle the rigors of playing
full time.

This season, McCabe has
been difficult to get off the
field. He initially was part of
the Black Bears’ punt, punt
assault, kickoff and kickoff
return units, but he was
pulled from two of those be-
cause of his workload at
linebacker.

He also has earned a full
scholarship.

“It’s really a good story of
a young man who’s been
persistent and continued to
pursue his dream,” Cos-
grove said. “He has a lot to
smile about when he looks
back on his experience
here.”

McCabe tries to be a quiet
leader, one who imparts oc-
casional advice to younger
players in an understated
way. He understands what
they are going through in
trying to make the transi-
tion to Division I and crack
the lineup.

Every day, he attempts to
soak up the excitement and
camaraderie of being on the
field with his teammates.

“This is my senior year,
I’ve just got to enjoy it,” he
said.

McCabe credits his com-
petitiveness to growing up
the youngest of four athletic
brothers: Kevin, Chris and
Billy. The boys also played
hockey as their mom worked
at Sukee Ice Arena.

Playing football at Win-
slow also instilled in McCabe
an appreciation for having
the chance to represent his
school and his community.

“There was a passion for
winning, but it was more
about being a part of some-
thing bigger than yourself,”
he said.

The same dynamic re-
mains in play for McCabe at
UMaine, where he is excited
to play for his family, his
town and his state. More im-
portantly, he hopes to serve
as an example to other in-
state players who aspire to
play Division I football.

“There’s always a stigma
that Maine guys have less
talent,” McCabe said. “Tal-
ent’s talent. Some just mold
it more than others. It just
gives me a sense of pride
that I made it, and I can
show other guys that they
can do it, too.”

He feels the fact he was in
good shape from working
out and was a former high
school wrestler helped him.

“If I wasn’t an active per-
son, it could have been
worse,” Theriault said.

Theriault signed a 13-race
deal with BKR for this sea-
son and is 23rd in points de-
spite running just eight of 18
races. He has two top-five
finishes and four top 10s.

He noted that they were
running eighth at Las Vegas
at the time of the accident.

“We were a pit stop away
from being in the top five,”
Theriault said.

There are five races re-
maining beginning with Tal-
ladega. The others will be at
Martinsville (Oct. 31), Texas
(Nov. 6), Phoenix (Nov. 13) and
Homestead-Miami (Nov. 20).

He said he has been
touched by the outpouring
of support and has conferred
with other drivers, includ-
ing Keselowski, who have
had to rebound from acci-
dents that sidelined them.

“Sometimes, when you’re
able to overcome it, you
come back even stronger,
mentally and physically,”
Theriault said.

sophomore and 28 a year
ago, when he was tied with
Cam Brown for second on
the team behind Devin
Shore.

He intends to lead through
his work ethic and his voice.

“A leader has to be vocal.
He has to say the right
things at the right time. You
have to encourage your
teammates. You have to be
positive and make sure
they’re doing all the right
things on the ice,” said
Swavely, who captained his
junior team, the New Jersey
Hitmen.

“You couldn’t have a bet-
ter guy to lead this team
with the things he does in
all aspects,” said junior cen-
ter and alternate captain

Brown. “He’s vocal in the
locker room, he’ll score
goals, he’ll make a big play,
he’ll block a shot, he’ll fin-
ish a check. He’ll do what-
ever it takes to help the
team.”

Swavely, 23, didn’t regis-
ter a point last weekend, but
he turned in two solid per-
formances while playing in
all situations. He had a
team-high eight shots on
goal against Michigan State
and hit the post twice on the
same shift.

“I’ve worked a lot on my
shot and on trying to get if
off quicker,” said Swave-
ly, who is 6-foot-1, 190
pounds.

“He plays with an edge
like some of their former
players back during their
heyday,” said Union coach
Rick Bennett. “He makes
tremendous cutbacks down
low. He’s tough to play
against.”

Swavely knows his team
will have its hands full with
Union, the 2013-2014 nation-
al champs.

“They gave us trouble
in Alfond last year, and
we want to get a little re-

venge. They have a lot of
offensive weapons. We’re
going to have to be strong
in the defensive zone. And
we have to bury our op-
portunities,” Swavely
said.

“She had been thinking of
him as an ex, so to find out
that, ‘No, you have to do
this,’ well that’s really hard
for her,” the magazine quot-
ed the source as saying.

Despite Odom’s 14 sea-
sons with the NBA, includ-

ing two championships with
the Los Angeles Lakers, U.S.
media have largely focused
this week on his brief mem-
bership in the most famous
family on reality television.

ESPN sportscaster Scott
Van Pelt took issue with the
celebrity-skewed coverage,
noting Odom’s accomplish-
ments as a multiple NBA
champion and beloved team-
mate.

North — Skowhegan is the
fifth — square off on top of
the hill in the Franklin
County shiretown, with the
winner also moving into
prime position for a first-
round bye. A big question
entering the contest con-
cerns the health of two-way
Brunswick star Will Bessey,
who left last weekend’s loss
to Brewer early with an ap-
parent thigh injury.

Portland Bulldogs (6-0)
at Bangor Rams (1-5), 7
p.m. Friday: Bangor’s final
home game of the season
comes against the lone re-
maining unbeaten Class A
team statewide. Three of
Class A North’s top four
rushers will be on display
in league-leading Dane
Johnson (943 yards, 7 TDs)
of Bangor and Portland’s
Joe Esposito (753 yards, 12
TDs) and George Chaison-
Lupine (774 yards, 4 TDs),
who sat out last week’s 65-0
win over Lewiston to rest a
nagging injury. Bangor’s
playoff fate likely won’t be
determined for another
week, when the Rams visit
Oxford Hills of South Paris
for their regular-season fi-
nale.

M a d i s o n / C a r r a b e c
Bulldogs (3-3) at Old
Town Coyotes (6-0), 7
p.m. Friday: The Old Town
offense keeps cranking out
big plays, and now is aver-
aging 37 points per game.
The Coyotes must be care-
ful not to look past Madi-
son/Carrabec with once-
beaten Mount Desert Island
awaiting in their Class C
North regular-season finale
next Friday night. MDI
edged Madison/Carrabec
22-20 last weekend.

Oceanside Mariners
(3-3) vs. MDI Trojans (5-
1), 7 p.m. Friday at Bar
Harbor: A similar scenario
awaits MDI, whose only de-
feat was a hard-fought loss
to undefeated and reigning
Class C state champion Win-
slow early in the season.
Oceanside has quietly built

some momentum, winning
three of its last four games to
move into the sixth and final
C North playoff spot.

Mount View Mustangs
(4-2) vs. Mattanawcook
Academy Lynx (5-1), 7
p.m. Friday at Lincoln:
This physical encounter
may go a long way toward
determining the No. 2 seed
in the LTC Class D North
standings, though MA’s fi-
nale next week against 4-2

Orono also will figure into
the calculations. Mount
View has scored at least
three touchdowns in each
of its games while averag-
ing 34.7 points per outing.
Mattanawcook has yielded
more than two touchdowns
in a game just once this
fall.

Bucksport Golden
Bucks (2-4) at Orono Red
Riots (4-2), 7 p.m. Friday:
One of the LTC’s most tradi-

tional rivalries resumes Fri-
day night. Orono is one of
four playoff-eligible teams
in Class D North with at
least four victories, while
Bucksport would like a win
over the Red Riots to solidify
its hold on the sixth and
final playoff spot as the
Golden Bucks end their reg-
ular season against unde-
feated juggernaut Maine
Central Institute of Pitts-
field on Oct. 23.

MAINE vs. UNION COLLEGE
Time, site: Friday, Saturday, 7 p.m., Messa Rink, Schenectady, New York
Records: Maine 0-0-2, Union 1-0-1
Series, last meeting: Maine leads 7-4; Union 5-2 on 10/18/14
Key players: Maine — RW Blaine Byron (1 goal, 2 assists), C Cam Brown (1

& 1), D Eric Schurhamer (0 & 2), RW Will Merchant (1 & 0), C Steven Swavely (0
& 0), G Rob McGovern (0-0-1, 0.92 goals-against average, .978 save percent-
age), G Matt Morris (0-0-1, 2.78, .917); Union— C Mike Vecchione (0 & 3), LW
Matt Wilkins (1 & 2), RW Michael Pontarelli (1 & 1), C Eli Lichtenwald (1 & 0), C
Ryan Scarfo (1 & 0), D Jeff Taylor (0 & 0), G Alex Sakellaropoulos (1-0-1, 1.92,
.923)

Game notes: The Dutchmen are 12-1-1 in their last 14 games against
Hockey East teams including last season’s 3-0, 5-2 wins in Orono. Union returns
nine of its top 11 scorers off a 19-18-2 team that missed the NCAA tournament
after winning the national championship the previous year. Vecchione was a
50-point scorer last season and was tied for ninth in the country in points per
game (1.28). Union coach Rick Bennett, who notched his 100th career win vs.
Boston University (5-3) on Saturday, feels his team has to shore up its defensive
zone coverage against Maine. The Black Bears must generate a more sustained
forecheck after struggling to do so against North Dakota in Saturday’s 1-1 tie.
Sakellaropoulos has only played 24 career games so Maine needs to attack the
net and try to take advantage of his inexperience. Vecchione had a goal and four
assists in the two victories over Maine so the Black Bears will have to neutralize
him. Vecchione and Taylor were preseason All-ECAC picks. Union was picked
to finished sixth by the league’s coaches.

Men’s College Hockey

NFL officials held out, reassigned over errors
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The NFL on Thursday
confirmed a one-game
benching for the official in-
volved in the clock mistake
during Monday night’s San
Diego Chargers-Pittsburgh
Steelers game in San Diego.

Side judge Rob Vernatchi
will not work during Week 6
after he failed to catch a tim-
ing error that resulted in the
clock running for 18 extra
seconds. The NFL also disci-
plined back judge Greg Wil-
son over a separate call dur-
ing the Detroit-Lions-Seattle
Seahawks game on Oct. 5,
assigning him to a lower-
profile game this week.

“Side judge Rob Vernat-
chi will not officiate in Week
6 as a result of the failure to
notice that the game clock
was incorrectly started late
in the fourth quarter of
Monday night’s game be-
tween the Pittsburgh Steeler
and San Diego Chargers,”
the league said in a state-
ment. “The mistake will also
impact the evaluation of the
other six members of the of-
ficiating crew, led by Pete
Morelli.

“The official game time is
kept on the stadium score-
board, but it is the responsi-
bility of the side judge to su-
pervise the timing of the
game. Had the side judge or
any of the other six on-field
officials noticed the timing
error, they could have cor-

rected it. The status of the
clock operator in San Diego,
who is an NFL employee, is
under review.”

After a San Diego field
goal with 2:56 left in the
game, the Chargers kicked
off to the Steelers, who
kneeled in the end zone for a
touchback. The clock should
not have moved, but 18 sec-
onds ran off and the Steelers
ended up winning 24-20.

Wilson’s reassignment
was not confirmed by the
NFL but resulted from him
missing an illegal bat pen-
alty in the back of the end
zone during the Seahawks’
13-10 victory over the Lions.
The Lions should have re-
tained possession on the Se-
attle 1-yard line, but Wilson
did not make the call and
the Seahawks were award-
ed the ball and ran out the
clock.

Wilson was scheduled to
work the New England Pa-
triots-Indianapolis Colts
game on Sunday night but
was moved to the Miami
Dolphins-Tennessee Titans
game on Sunday afternoon.

Kellydenies interest fromUSC
It’s not even Halloween,

and Philadelphia Eagles
coach Chip Kelly already is
facing the barrage of ques-
tions about rumors linking
him to college football open-
ings.

Trick or treat, Kelly
wants no part of the talk. He

was peppered with ques-
tions about the five open-
ings in Division I, including
the headliner at Southern
Cal.

“I understand it. We’re
not successful. We’re not
winning. I came from col-
lege. I’m going back to col-
lege,” Kelly said of the natu-
ral inclination to connect
the dots being easier for
media and fans because the
Eagles are 1-4.

Asked directly about
being contacted by USC,
Kelly, who coached at Ore-
gon before replacing Andy
Reid with the Eagles, said
“No, no, no. No.”

Kelly said no college has
contacted him or his agent.

Cowboys’ Bryant practices
Dallas Cowboys wide re-

ceiver Dez Bryant returned
to practice on a limited basis
on Thursday.

Bryant broke his right
foot in the third quarter of
the first game of the season
on Sept. 13 and hopes to play
following the Cowboys’ up-
coming bye week. Even if
Bryant is up to speed physi-
cally and cleared to return,
he might not immediately
recognize the offense on the
field.

Quarterback Matt Cassel
will replace Brandon
Weeden in the starting line-
up in Week 7 and other
changes are being consid-
ered on offense.

Tuck to have pectoral
surgery

Oakland Raiders defen-
sive end Justin Tuck is ex-
pected to undergo season-
ending surgery for a torn
pectoral muscle, according
to published reports.

Tuck will be placed on in-
jured reserve due to the in-
jury, which occurred in Sun-
day’s game against the Den-
ver Broncos.

Saffold faces shoulder
surgery

St. Louis coach Jeff Fish-
er confirmed that right
guard Rodger Saffold will
undergo season-ending
shoulder surgery after suf-
fering the injury on the 17th
snap of Sunday’s game
against the Green Bay Pack-
ers.

Saffold said he was as
healthy as ever when train-

ing camp opened in late
July, but then suffered an
injury to his right shoulder
on the fourth play of the first
preseason game. He started
the first five games this sea-
son before further injuring
the shoulder against the
Packers.

Giants’ Beckhamhamstrung
Odell Beckham did not

practice Thursday with the
New York Giants because of
a hamstring injury.

The Giants expect the re-
ceiver to play Monday and
the extra day of preparation
allows him more time to re-
cover from the muscle strain
he said occurred in the sec-
ond quarter of the Week 5
win over the San Francisco
49ers.

Pounceymaymiss season
Pittsburgh Steelers center

Maurkice Pouncey is in dan-
ger of missing the entire
2015 season after undergo-
ing a second surgery on his
left fibula, according to a
published report.

The Pittsburgh Post-Ga-
zette reported Pouncey un-
derwent the second proce-
dure due to an infection
caused by a metal plate.
Pouncey had the plate in-
serted during a surgical
procedure in last August
after he was injured dur-
ing a preseason game
against the Green Bay
Packers.

ERIC HARTLINE | USA TODAY

Philadelphia Eagles head coach Chip Kelly before the game
against the Dallas Cowboys at Lincoln Financial Field on
Sept. 20.


