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Cubs’ bats, Mets’ arms bid forWorld Series
BY LARRY FINE
REUTERS

NEW YORK — The future
is now for the emerging Chi-
cago Cubs and New York
Mets and
will be
played out
over a best-
of-seven clash with a trip to
the World Series at stake.

The Chicago Cubs have
been building a young,
blockbuster offense with an
aim to ending a century-old
title drought.

The New York Mets have
come out of hibernation on
the arms of young fireball-
ing pitchers after years of
penny-pinching following a
financial disaster for their
owners.

Two teams that saw them-
selves ramping up to a gold-
en age, have suddenly land-
ed in the big time and will be
squaring off in the National
League Championship Se-
ries starting in New York on
Saturday.

The Cubs have not won
Major League Baseball’s
title in a mind-boggling 107
years.

But Chicago, with slug-
gers including 23-year-old
Kris Bryant, Anthony Rizzo
(26), Jorge Soler (23) and
Kyle Schwarber (22), have
shown they are ready for the
biggest stage, blasting a
postseason record six hom-
ers in one game against Di-
vision Series victim St.
Louis.

New York counters with a
trio of rocket-armed starters
in Jacob deGrom (27), Noah
Syndergaard (23) and Game
One starter Matt Harvey
(26).

It might come down to
which way the wind is blow-
ing in the Windy City, where
ivy-covered Wrigley Field
becomes a home run haven
when breezes blow out and a
pitcher-friendly park when
gusts off Lake Michigan
blow in toward the batters.

The Cubs swept all seven
games against New York
during the regular season,
but this is a different Mets
team.

After years of shying
away from big-name players
and their salaries after the
Mets-owning Wilpon family
took a big hit from the Ber-
nie Madoff financial scan-
dal, the club recognized
their 2015 opportunity and
were aggressive at the trade
deadline.

They bolstered an anemic
offense by adding slugger
Yoenis Cespedes and veter-
an bats in Juan Uribe and
Kelly Johnson, and added
bullpen depth with reliever
Tyler Clippard in moves
that fueled a second-half
surge.

Chicago has strong pitch-
ing at the top of their rota-
tion in Game One starter
Jon Lester and Jake Arrieta,
who was sensational in the
second half of the season.

But the Mets’ Big Three
hurlers goes the Cubs one

deeper and they showed they
are past the developmental
stage by lifting New York
past the Dodgers’ illustrious
one-two duo of Clayton Ker-
shaw and Zack Greinke in
their Division Series.

The Cubs will have to
make do without regular
shortstop Addison Russell,
21, who is out with injury
but have another talented
youngster in 22-year-old Ja-
vier Baez filling in.

While the Wild Card Cubs
are looking to reach their
first World Series in 70
years, the NL East champi-
on Mets also hunger for a
first title in 29 years.

“Obviously they’re a

great team, they’re rolling
right now,” Mets third base-
man David Wright said
about the Cubs. “They’re
hitting balls out of Wrigley,
so we know that will be a
huge challenge for us.”

JERRY LAI | USA TODAY

Chicago Cubs third baseman Kris Bryant (left) and first baseman Anthony Rizzo celebrate the 6-4 victory and against
the St. Louis Cardinals in Game 4 of the NLDS at Wrigley Field on Tuesday.
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Mets to startHarvey inNLCSopener
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

New York Mets right-
hander Matt Harvey will
start Game
1 of the Na-
t i o n a l
L e a g u e
Championship Series
against the Chicago Cubs.

Harvey faced the Cubs
only once in 2015 and went
seven scoreless innings.

“We got here because we
have very, very good pitch-
ing. In the middle of sum-
mer when we weren’t scor-
ing any runs, we were still
in games. We’d still win
close games because our
pitching kept us in it,” Mets
manager Terry Collins said.
“Our starters, our bullpens,
they’re young, yeah, they’re
inexperienced. But they’ve
got quality stuff, and that
still pays off. That’s why
we’ve said all along, no mat-
ter what the outcome of the
season is, the light at the end
of the tunnel is here, and
this is going to be a bright
future for this organiza-
tion.”

The Cubs announced
Thursday that Jon Lester
would start Game 1 and Jake
Arrieta in Game 2.

The Mets advanced to the

first NLCS since 2006. They
did so by beating Clayton
Kershaw and Zack Greinke,
two of baseball’s top pitch-
ers, in the first and final
games of the series.

“We came into a five-
game series and you saw
Kershaw twice and Greinke
twice. That may not be fair,”
Collins said Thursday night.
“But we’ll take what we got.
We got the wins that we
needed, and we’re going to
go party for a little while,
and take a day off and get
ready for the NLCS and it
will be a lot of fun.”

Hirschbeck, Barrett named
crew chiefs

Major League Baseball
announced on Friday the
umpires who have been as-
signed to the League Cham-
pionship Series.

The crew chiefs will be 32-
year major league umpire
John Hirschbeck and 19-
year veteran Ted Barrett,
both of whom served in that
capacity for the wild-card
games.

Hirschbeck will lead the
American League Champi-
onship Series crew, mark-
ing his 19th career postsea-
son assignment, including
his fifth LCS. His crew will

consist of Laz Diaz, Dan Ias-
sogna, regular-season crew
chief Jeff Nelson, Tony Ran-
dazzo and Hunter Wendelst-
edt. Randazzo will be the
home plate umpire in Game
1. Hirschbeck, Nelson, Reyn-
olds and Wendelstedt
worked the NL wild-card
games.

Umpire Jim Reynolds will
serve as the ALCS replay of-
ficial in Games 1 and 2, with
the assistance of fellow um-
pire Mike Estabrook, before
Randazzo shifts into that
role beginning in Game 3.
Iassogna was a replay offi-
cial for a wild-card game
this postseason.

The ALCS begins Friday
night between the Kansas
City Royals and the Toronto
Blue Jays.

Barrett will oversee the
crew assigned to the Nation-
al League Championship Se-
ries. This is his 21st career
postseason assignment, in-
cluding his seventh LCS.
Barrett will work alongside
Eric Cooper, Rob Drake,
Paul Emmel, Tim Timmons
and regular-season crew
chief Bill Miller. Drake will
call balls and strikes in
Game 1 of the NLCS. Bar-
rett, Cooper, Emmel and
Miller officiated the AL

wild-card game this postsea-
son.

Umpire Mark Wegner
will be the NLCS replay of-
ficial, with the assistance of
Estabrook, in Games 1 and 2
before joining the on-field
crew for Game 3, when
Drake will serve in the re-
play capacity. Wegner was a
replay official for a wild-
card game this postseason.

The NLCS between the
New York Mets and the Chi-
cago Cubs will begin Satur-
day night.

Grandal to undergo shoulder
surgery

Los Angeles Dodgers
catcher Yasmani Grandal is
slated to undergo shoulder
surgery next week, accord-
ing to a report in the Orange
County Register.

Grandal was bothered
with significant left shoul-
der soreness over the second
half of the season and batted
just .067 over his final 30
regular-season games.

“I’m looking forward to
not having to deal with this
anymore,” Grandal told the
newspaper.

Grandal had a strong first
half and made the National
League All-Star team before
being hindered by the injury.

MAJOR
LEAGUES

Colts QB Luck
‘questionable’

THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Indianapolis Colts
listed quarterback Andrew
Luck, still recu-
perating from
an injured right
shoulder, as questionable
for Sunday night’s game
against the New England Pa-
triots.

Luck, who
has missed
the last two
games, has
seen more
practice time
this week
and appears
to be throw-
ing the ball
better.

“He looks good. Every day
he’s gotten better,” Colts
head coach Chuck Pagano
said Friday of his star quar-
terback.

The Patriots are prepar-
ing for Luck and backup
Matt Hasselbeck this week.
The 40-year-old Hasselbeck
has gone 2-0 for the Colts
after Luck started the sea-
son 1-2.

“We prepare for all guys
on the active roster. We
just don’t prepare for one
guy,” Patriots coach Bill
Belichick said Friday. “It
wouldn’t make any differ-
ence. Last week, (Tony)
Romo was out, so we didn’t
have to prepare for Romo,
but it was (Brandon)
Weeden, it was (Matt) Cas-
sel, (Kellen) Moore — we
don’t know what they’re
going to do. And after the
first play of the game, any-
thing can happen. Whoever
you think is in there could
be somebody else any-
ways.”

Seahawks’ Bennett fined
$20K

Seattle Seahawks defen-
sive end Michael Bennett
has been fined $20,000 for
his unnecessary roughness
penalty on Cincinnati Ben-
gals quarterback Andy Dal-
ton.

Bennett’s penalty in last
Sunday’s 27-24 loss also cost
the Seahawks 51 yards on
the play. Bennett knocked
Dalton down three times
during an Earl Thomas in-
terception return late in the
second quarter.

Thomas returned the pick
68 yards to the Bengals’ 31,
but the penalty instead had
the Seahawks starting at
their own 18 with 54 seconds
left. The Seahawks drove for
a field goal that made it 10-7
at halftime.

“He just lost his mind a
little bit and went after the
quarterback too aggres-
sively,” Seahawks coach
Pete Carroll said Monday.

“I’ll tell you this, in the old
days in interception re-
turns that was kind of the
style that you go after the
quarterback and you tried
to get a shot on him. That
was like back in the ’60s.
Unfortunately, it was a real
mistake.”

The fine is the third of the
year for Bennett, who would
not apologize this week
about the play.

Bennett was fined $8,681
for being involved in a
fight during the Week 2
game against the Green
Bay Packers. He was fined
$17,363 during the pre-
season for a hit on Kansas
City Chiefs quarterback
Alex Smith.

Roethlisberger ruled out
Pittsburgh Steelers quar-

terback Ben Roethlisberger
will miss his third straight
game with a knee injury, the
club an-
nounced on
Friday.

Roethl is -
b e r g e r
sprained the
medial col-
lateral liga-
ment and a
bone bruise
during a con-
test against
the St. Louis Rams in Week
3. He was limited in practice
this week, which provided a
glimmer of hope he might be
able to return.

When Roethlisberger was
initially injured, the projec-
tion was that he would miss
four to six weeks.

Veteran Michael Vick
will again start when the
Steelers play the Arizona
Cardinals this Sunday.
Pittsburgh is 1-1 in Vick’s
two starts.

Packers’Matthews fined
Green Bay Packers line-

backer Clay Matthews was
fined $17,363 for a hit on St.

Louis quar-
terback Nick
Foles, the
NFL an-
nounced on
Friday.

Matthews
was fined for
a first-quar-
ter hit on
Foles for

which he didn’t draw a pen-
alty. Rams coach Jeff Fisher
and former NFL head of of-
ficiating Mike Pereira both
stated that Matthews should
have been penalized because
Foles was defenseless and
Matthews used the crown of
his helmet.

Matthews said he isn’t
going to change his style of
play.

FormerNBAplayer
regainsconsciousness
Odomwas found close to death at brothel

THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Former NBA player
Lamar Odom has regained
consciousness and is breath-
ing on his own, ESPN re-
ported on Friday.

The report said Odom has
even spoken a few words
and no longer requires a
breathing tube. However,
Odom still remains in criti-
cal condition.

Odom, 35, has been hospi-
talized in Las Vegas since
Tuesday after he was found
unconscious at a brothel
named Love Ranch in Crys-
tal, Nevada, located about 80
miles outside of Las Vegas.
He was placed on life sup-
port and was reportedly
close to death.

In the 911 call released
Wednesday, Love Ranch em-
ployees said Odom was unre-
sponsive with a light red
fluid and white matter ooz-
ing out of his nose after using
cocaine and taking sexual
performance supplements.

Former Rhode Island
coach Jim Harrick — who
became a father figure to
Odom when he coached him
in college — told USA Today
that Odom is responding to
communication from es-
tranged wife Khloe Kar-
dashian.

“She reached down and
said ‘you know I love you’
and he kind of nodded,” Har-
rick said. “Three or four
days after being scared to
death and fearing the worst,

that is a little
hope, a little
progress. She
texted me
that (infor-
mation).”

M e a n -
w h i l e ,
Odom’s aunt
and godmoth-
er thanked

the public for its support,
saying they’re focused on his
“complete healing.”

Publicist Alvina Alston
issued a statement Friday
on behalf of JaNean Mercer,
Odom’s maternal aunt and
godmother.

The statement said in part:
“No words can express the
overwhelming gratitude we
feel for the outpouring of sup-
port from around the world.”

Alston said Mercer is the
sister of Odom’s late moth-
er, who helped raise him in
New York, where Mercer
still lives.

Odom played 14 NBA sea-
sons and finished his career
in 2013. He won champion-
ships with the Los Angeles
Lakers in 2009 and 2010.

Dolphins owner launches
race relations program
BY STEVE GINSBURG
REUTERS

Stephen Ross, owner of
the NFL’s Miami Dolphins,
launched a nonprofit organi-
zation on Fri-
day aimed at
c o m b a t i n g
racism by using sports to
promote “understanding, re-
spect and equality.”

The Ross Initiative in
Sports for Equality (RISE)
has the backing of the coun-
try’s major sports leagues
and broadcasters.

In 2013, the locker room of
Ross’s Dolphins was seen as
a flashpoint of intolerance
when offensive lineman
Jonathan Martin abruptly
left the team in the middle of
the season, saying he was
the victim of racial slurs
and bullying.

“The sports community is
uniquely positioned and em-
powered to help drive na-
tional discussion and action
to unite our country, pro-
mote understanding, respect
and equality and advance
race relations now and for
the next generation,” said
Ross.

RISE and its partners will
sponsor educational pro-
grams to teach coaches,
players and parents about
respect and diversity and
how to prevent racially in-
sensitive behavior.

Public service announce-

ments will feature some of
the biggest names in sports,
including four-time Nation-
al Basketball Association
MVP LeBron James and
Tom Brady, a four-time
Super Bowl champion with
the NFL’s New England Pa-
triots.

“As the sport of Jackie
Robinson and other pio-
neers who followed in his
footsteps, we must contin-
ue to build upon our prog-
ress with mutual respect
and understanding through
initiatives like RISE,” said
Major League Baseball
Commissioner Rob Man-
fred.

National Football League
Commissioner Roger
Goodell also backed the
RISE campaign.

“We want to use our
shared passion for sport to
champion equality and re-
spect for all,” Goodell said.

Two leaders of the
Change the Mascot cam-
paign, whose goal is to have
the NFL’s Washington Red-
skins change their nick-
name, praised Ross for his
efforts to combat racism.
National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians Executive Di-
rector Jackie Pata and
Oneida Nation Representa-
tive Ray Halbritter said
RISE should spearhead the
charge to have the Wash-
ington team change its
moniker.
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