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Yost: Home field should help Royals finish ALCS

THE SPORTS XCHANGE

TORONTO — The Kansas
City Royals beat out the To-
ronto Blue Jays for the best
overall re-

cord in the ALCS
American NOTEBOOK
League on

the final weekend of the reg-
ular season.

Manager Ned Yost hopes
that result pays off in the
back end of the American
League Championship Se-
ries.

Kansas City could not
close the deal Wednesday in
Game 5, as Toronto avoided
elimination with a 7-1 victo-
ry to send the series back to
Kauffman Stadium.

The Royals lead the series
3-2, and they will play Game
6 and, if needed, Game 7 at
Kauffman Stadium, where
they won the series’ first
two games.

“We knew it was going to
be a tough series,” Yost said
after Wednesday’s game.
“But after winning the first
two games, in reality, your
goal is to come to Toronto
and in kind of a foreign envi-
ronment, a hostile environ-
ment, and at least win one.
Then you get to go home and
win one there and the series
is over.”

However, after trouncing
the Blue Jays 14-2 in Game 4
on Tuesday, the Royals
seemed poised to wrap it up
Wednesday with right-hand-
er Edinson Volquez pitch-
ing.

Blue Jays right-hander
Marco Estrada had other

ideas, and he came up with a
huge performance to shut
down the Royals and extend
the series.

“Now we’re going back to
a place where we’re com-
pletely comfortable,” Yost
said. “That’s why home field
was so important to us. We
really wanted to play four
games in our park. And
we’re taking a three-games-
to-two lead back to where
we’re comfortable and back
to our home fans that sup-
port us and are fantastic.”

The Royals will send out
right-hander Yordano Ven-
tura (13-8, 4.08 ERA regular
season; 0-1, 6.57 postseason)
in Game 6 against Blue Jays
left-hander David Price (18-
5, 2.45 ERA regular season;
1-2, 7.02 ERA postseason) at
8 p.m. Friday

In a historical note, in the
1985 ALCS, the Blue Jays
took a 3-1 lead over the Roy-
als, then dropped three in a
row. Kansas City went on to
win the World Series.

Price will get another
chance at that elusive first
winning postseason start of
his career.

Price has two career post-
season wins, both in relief,
including Game 4 of the AL
Division Series this season,
when he pitched three in-
nings against the Texas
Rangers.

The left-hander is 1-2 with
a 7.02 ERA in three postsea-
son outings this season, in-
cluding two starts.

He started Game 2 of the
ALCS against the Royals
and was pitching superbly

until the seventh inning,
when a ball to shallow right
that should have been
caught by second baseman
Ryan Goins dropped for hit
and started a five-run rally.
Price, who had not allowed a
run in the first six innings,
took the loss.

Price wound up charged
with five runs on six hits in
6 2/3 innings.

He is 2-7 with a 5.24 ERA
in 13 career postseason

games but is 0-7 with a 5.43
ERA in his postseason
starts.

Price warmed up in the
bullpen during Game 5 on
Wednesday, but Estrada
never was in enough trouble
to come out until the eighth
inning, when the Blue Jays
led comfortably. Price was
not used.

“That really worked out
perfectly,” manager John
Gibbons said, “the fact that
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Toronto Blue Jays' David Price pitches in the fifth inning against the Kansas City Royals during Game 2 of the ALCS at
Kauffman Stadium in Kansas City on Saturday.

we didn’t need David to-
night so he could throw Fri-
day.”

The Blue Jays face anoth-
er elimination game Friday,
but they also needed to win
three games in a row in the
best-of-five ALDS after los-
ing the first two games at
home.

Toronto is playing well in
elimination games so far.

“Obviously, you try to
carry this over to Kansas

City,” said shortstop Troy
Tulowitzki, who had a key
three-run double Wednes-
day. “It’s not going to be
easy. They have home-field
advantage. Our backs are
going to be against the wall.
“But you look at it, you've
got to win two games. In the
grand scheme of things, it’s
possible, and that’s how
we're looking at it. Win the
next game. Get to Game 7
and anything can happen.”

Dodgers part with manager Mattingly
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Don Mattingly is out as
manager of the Los Angeles
Dodgers.

Mattingly and the front
office mutually agreed to
part on Thursday as the
team that bounced the
Dodgers from the postsea-
son, the New York Mets,
prepared to represent the
National League in the 2015
World Series.

The fact the Dodgers
aren’t there — and haven’t
been since 1988 — was a
factor in the team’s deci-
sion to move on from Mat-
tingly, who survived only
one year under the new hi-
erarchy headed by Dodgers
president of baseball opera-
tions Andrew Friedman.

According to ESPN, Mat-
tingly was offered a con-
tract extension last week.
He has one year remaining
on his existing deal. How-
ever, Mattingly turned
down the new deal, per the
report.

Mattingly led the Dodg-
ers to three straight playoff
appearances but the team’s
total payroll over those
seasons was $800 million.

The Dodgers lost in the
first round of the playoffs
in 2014 and 2015.

With Mattingly out as
manager, speculation has
quickly focused on him as a
prime candidate to become
the next skipper of the

Miami Marlins.

That possibility surfaced
in early September even as
Mattingly was leading the
Dodgers to their third con-
secutive National League
West title. The former Yan-
kees star first baseman is
known to be a favorite of
Marlins owner Jeffrey
Loria, a New York native.

The Marlins have been
moving slowly in their
search for a manager to re-
place Dan Jennings, who
has returned to his role as
general manager. They
have interviewed four can-
didates, but no apparent
favorite for the job has
emerged, and there have
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Los Angeles Dodgers manager Don Mattingly reacts fol-
lowing the 3-2 loss against the New York Mets in Game 5
of NLDS at Dodger Stadium on Oct. 15.

been indications Marlins
officials were waiting for
Mattingly’s future with the
Dodgers to be resolved.

Jon Heyman, of CBS
Sports tweeted Thursday,
“Marlins have serious in-
terest in Mattingly. Their
search appeared to be on
semi-hold, waiting for
this.”

A year ago, the Dodgers’
failure was almost identi-
cal and the front office was
overhauled as a result.
There are likely to be even
more significant changes
this winter as Friedman
continues to implement his
vision.

After the Dodgers were

eliminated by the Mets,
first baseman Adrian Gon-
zalez was asked if he had
confidence the same group
of Dodgers could finally get
over the hump in 2016.

“If this is the exact same
team next year, yeah,” he
said. “But I doubt it’s going
to be the exact same team.”

The Dodgers won just
one playoff series in those
three postseasons under
Mattingly’s leadership (the
2013 National League Divi-
sion Series against the At-
lanta Braves).

The Dodgers’ shortcom-
ings in 2015 — a rotation
that dropped off severely
behind Clayton Kershaw
and Zack Greinke, a thin
bullpen and an offense that
ran hot and cold — were
not necessarily Mattingly’s
fault.

Yet, the Friedman-led
front office showed no hesi-
tation to move players ei-
ther and that figures to
happen again this offsea-
son.

Most prominently, Gre-
inke can exercise an opt-
out clause in his contract
and become a free agent.
Greinke, a NL Cy Young
Award candidate, would be
forfeiting the final three
years and $71 million of his
deal with the Dodgers. On
the free agent market, how-
ever, he would almost cer-
tainly be able to double the
total amount.

NLCS
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history. His five extra-base
hits in the NLCS are tied for
the second most by a Mets
player in a single postseason
series, trailing only Carlos
Delgado’s six in the 2006
NLCS. Murphy went 4-for-5
in the series clincher, giving
him a .529 average (9-for-17)
in the NLCS.

Cespedes OK
Mets center fielder Yoenis
Cespedes left Wednesday’s

game in the second inning
due to left shoulder sore-
ness, and he received an in-
jection in the shoulder. Col-
lins said Cespedes should be
OK for the start of the World
Series with some rest and
treatment.

Matz solid

Left-hander Steven Matz
started and worked 4 2/3 in-
nings but had no decision.
He allowed just one run on
four hits, walked two and
struck out five while throw-
ing 76 pitches, 46 for strikes.
After going 4-0 with a 2.27
ERA in six regular-season

starts, he is 0-1 with a 3.72
ERA in two postseason
starts.

Catcher, first baseman tie
record

Catcher Travis d’Arnaud
hit his third home run of the
postseason Wednesday
night, a first-inning solo
shot. D’Arnaud has six RBIs
this postseason, tied for the
third most by a Mets catcher
in a single postseason, trail-
ing only Gary Carter’s 11 in
1986 and Mike Piazza’s eight
in 2000. Paul Lo Duca also
had six in 2006.

First baseman Lucas

Duda belted a three-run
home run in the first inning
as well as a two-run double
in the second inning, finish-
ing the game with five RBISs.
The RBI total tied the fran-
chise’s single-game postsea-
son record. It is the fifth
time it happened and the
second time this October.
Curtis Granderson had five
RBIs in Game 3 of the NLDS
against the Dodgers. Enter-
ing Game 4 of the NL Cham-
pionship Series, Duda was
3-for-24 with one RBI in
eight games this postseason,
but he went 3-for-4 Wednes-
day night.

Poll
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UMass Lowell (19) and
UMaine.

“Expectations have to be
higher,” said UMaine se-
nior forward Till Gloger.
“Nobody plans to have a
season like last year.

“I really believe in the
future of this program,” he
added.

UMaine is building
around a group that in-
cludes four of its top five
scorers from 2014-15, led by
America East All-Rookie
pick Kevin Little, a sopho-
more guard who averaged

12.5 points per game, and
the 6-foot-8 Gloger (11.5
ppg, 4.8 rebounds per
game).

Other veterans include
sophomore guard Aaron
Calixte (7.3 ppg, 3.4 assists
per game), sophomore for-
ward Marko Pirovic (7.1
ppg, 4.8 rpg), junior
guard/forward Garet Beal
of Beals Island (6.5 ppg, 4.4
rpg) and junior guard
Troy Reid-Knight (4.8
ppg).

“We like our work ethic,”
Gloger said. “It changed
from last year, because ev-
erybody knows what the
standards are for the pro-
gram. I think this year the
expectations are clear to

the veterans.”

Senior guard Shaun
Lawton (9.6 ppg, 4.3 rpg, 2.8
apg, 1.9 steals per game) is
currently suspended from
the team.

The Black Bears have ex-
perienced significant ros-
ter turnover, adding nine
players to a nucleus that
includes four returning
starters.

“The new guys that have
come in are hard workers,
have a lot of energy,” Reid-
Knight said. “Practice has
been a lot more competi-
tive. They just want to win
and get better.”

The arrival of the new-
comers has helped re-ener-
gize the veterans, who are

battling to maintain their
roles on the squad.

“It’s basically like a dog-
fight every practice,” Reid-
Knight said. “Everybody’s
trying to get playing and
minutes in practice, so
they’re giving their all
every day.”

UMaine plays a Hallow-
een exhibition game at the
University of Southern
Maine in Gorham and
takes on Husson Universi-
ty of Bangor in a Nov. 7 ex-
hibition contest at the
Cross Insurance Center in
Bangor.

The Black Bears’ regu-
lar-season opener is Nov.
13 at perennial national
power Connecticut.

Sox manager Farrell’s
cancer in remission
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Tests performed Thursday
display that Boston Red Sox
manager John Farrell is in re-
mission from
non-Hodg-
kin’s lympho-
ma, the team
announced.

Farrell, 53,
completed
chemothera-
py treatments
earlier this
month. He
took a leave from the Red Sox
on Aug. 14 when doctors dis-
covered the cancer while per-
forming hernia surgery.

“I am extremely thankful
for the outpouring of support I
have received from the Red
Sox, my family, friends, and
fans throughout this process,”
Farrell said in a statement. “I
am also especially thankful
for the talented doctors who

Farrell

cared for me in Detroit and
here at (Mass General Hospi-
tal). I look forward to getting
back to work and bringing
another championship back
to Boston.”

The Red Sox announced
earlier this month that Farrell
would return to his post when
healthy. Bench coach Torey
Lovullo served as interim
manager in Farrell’s absence
and recently decided to return
to the club in his previous role
for the 2016 campaign.

“We are thrilled to hear the
great news about John today,”
Dave Dombrowski, Red Sox
President of Baseball Opera-
tions said in a statement.
“Foremost, we are extremely
happy for him and his family,
knowing what he has gone
through over the past two
months. We all admire him for
his strength and courage, and
look forward to having him
back as our manager.”

College Hockey

Records: Maine 0-2-3, UNB 4-0

MAINE vs. NEW BRUNSWICK
Time, site: Friday, 7 p.m., Alfond Arena, Orono

Series, last meeting: Maine leads 15-3-2; Maine 8-3 on Oct. 5, 2014

Key players: Maine — RW Blaine Byron (1 goal, 2 assists), D Eric Schurhamer
(0 & 3), C Cam Brown (1 & 1), LW Brian Morgan (2 & 0), RW Will Merchant (1 & 0),
G Rob McGovern (0-0-2, 0.93 goals-against average, .973 save percentage), G
Matt Morris (0-2-1, 3.33, .912); UNB— RW Philippe Maillet (2 & 6), C Cameron
Brace (4 & 3), LW Philippe Halley (0 & 6), LW Francis Beauvillier (3 & 2), D Randy
Gazzola (2 & 1), D Matt Petgrave (1 & 1), G Etienne Marcoux (3-0-0, 1.92, .924)

Game notes: The Black Bears will receive a good test against perennial
Canadian power UNB. Coach Gardiner MacDougall’s roster is always dotted
with talented players who have had the opportunity to play pro hockey before
returning to school. They play an uptempo style and, since they have several
older players, they are strong on the puck and effective on the forecheck. This
will be a valuable exhibition for the Black Bears because Maine coach Red
Gendron needs to find some offensive punch and line combinations that have
the potential to put the puck in the net. Maine has scored just five goals in its
five games. Maine has won one of its last 10 games (1-6-3) dating back to last
season so even though a win over UNB won’t count, it could give them some
confidence. It will be the first Alfond Arena game for the Black Bear freshmen
and will give the Maine fans their only chance to see the team until it hosts
UMass Lowell on Sunday, Nov. 15. Maine needs to regain its work ethic after
Tuesday’s underwhelming 4-0 loss at Quinnipiac.

Hockey
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have played all five games
and are pointless.

“We haven’t executed at
the critical moments on of-
fense,” said Gendron. “We
haven’t been getting enough
pucks to the net, we haven’t
been screening and, when we
have good shots, we haven’t
been putting them on net.”

The problem for the Black
Bears is that they don’t have

MONTY J. RAND
UMaine head coach Red Gendron talks to his team during
the annual UMaine Hockey Blue/White scrimmage at Al-
fond Arena on Oct. 4.

any game-changers. They
are a blue-collar, lunchpail
type of team that has to out-
work its opponent and play
solid defense to be effective.
They aren’t talented enough
to win if they get outworked.

Goals won’t come easy.
Nobody has scored more
than 12 goals in a season.
They will need a scoring-by-
committee approach.

They will not only need
their primary offensive
weapons to produce, they
will have to get something
from their defense corps and
third- and fourth-liners.



