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Finger-pointing follows frantic finish
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

TALLADEGA, Alabama
— The effective end of Sun-
day’s CampingWorld.com
500 at Talladega Superspeed-
way came moments after
Kevin Harvick’s Chevrolet
clipped Trevor Bayne’s Ford
and ignited
a multicar
wreck in
the tri-oval during the one
attempt at a green-white-
checkered-flag finish.

The caution ended the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
title run for Dale Earnhardt
Jr., who was inches behind
race winner Joey Logano
when the caution lights illu-
minated.

But the wreck also kept
Harvick in the Chase, a posi-
tion that was in jeopardy
with his car faltering on the
final laps. Two drivers who

failed to advance to the
Eliminator Round, Joe
Gibbs Racing teammates
Denny Hamlin and Matt
Kenseth, were quick to ac-
cuse Harvick of causing the
crash on purpose, after both
were victims of the late-race
chaos.

“The 4 knew he was blew
up, so he said he was going
to stay in his lane, so the 6
(Bayne) then went up and
outside, and he (Harvick)
clipped him and caused a
wreck because he knew he’d
make the Chase that way,”
said Kenseth, who was lead-
ing at Kansas a week earlier
before contact from Loga-
no’s Ford sent him spinning
with less than five laps left.

“I got wrecked out two
weeks in a row from people
doing what they had to do to
make the Chase, but call it
what you want.”

Naturally enough, Har-
vick had a different version
of the events.

“It wasn’t running really
well on the restarts,” Har-
vick said of his No. 4 Chevy.
“Then at the end, I was try-
ing to get out of the way. I
don’t know if I clipped the 6
or if he came across as I was
coming up.

“It was one of those days
where everything went well
until the very end, until the
bottom fell out on those last
couple of restarts when it
cooled off. It has a broken
exhaust pipe or something.”

NASCAR Vice Chairman
Mike Helton said the sanc-
tioning body reviewed the
incident and found nothing
untoward.

“Procedurally, from NAS-
CAR, we don’t see anything
that is of suspect so far,”
Helton said of Harvick’s

move on the final restart.
“The only thing I mean
about ‘so far’ is I’ve been
around long enough to know
that something could crawl
out of the woodwork in the
next 24 hours.”

Truex overcomes adversity
to advance in Chase

Martin Truex Jr.’s team
neglected to tell the driver
about a change in qualify-
ing procedure for Sunday’s
race at Talladega — and it
almost cost him a spot in
the Eliminator Round of the
Chase for the NASCAR
Sprint Cup.

NASCAR had informed
its teams that dipping below
the yellow line coming to the
finish was no longer allowed
during time trials. Unaware
of the change, Truex did just
that. As a result his qualify-
ing time was disallowed,

and Truex started dead last
in Sunday’s CampingWorld.
com 500.

After a slow green-flag pit
stop, Truex lost contact with
the main draft and eventu-
ally lost a lap, which he
didn’t regain until he got a
“lucky dog” as the highest
scored lapped car under the
race’s first caution (Lap
132).

Back on the lead lap,
Truex survived the chaos at
the end of the race and fin-
ished seventh, advancing to
the Eliminator Round of the
Chase with 12 points to
spare.

“I felt like I was on the
seesaw today,” Truex said
after the race. “It’s crazy
how fast things can change
and how much is out of your
control. We were sitting out
there riding a lap down for
about 100 laps, thinking that

we were going to need an act
of God to get back on the
lead lap and have a fighting
chance. We kept fighting
and fighting, and had a good
sequence of green-flag stops
to establish ourselves in
that front single-file line
ahead of the guys we were
racing.

“Then we got lucky and
got a caution. Once we were
back in the game, we felt
good about it. But it was still
nerve-wracking down to the
end. The first (aborted at-
tempt at a green-white-
checkered), I spun the 48
slap out in front of me, and I
was never on the gas pedal. I
was on the brake as hard as
I could without locking up
the front tires. I was getting
hit over and over. The 48 got
spun and luckily we didn’t
get spun out, or our day
would have been over.”

NASCAR
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New York Mets second baseman Daniel Murphy hits a two-run home run in the eighth
inning against the Chicago Cubs in Game 4 of the NLCS at Wrigley Field on Oct. 20. The
30-year-old became the first player to hit home runs in six consecutive postseason
games with seven overall in 38 at-bats.
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overall in 38 at-bats.
“Still unbelievable. It’s in-

credible what he did,” Collins
said. “It wasn’t just the home
runs, it was the timing of al-
most every one of them. It just
seemed like, boy, we need a
big hit here, and he hit a
homer.

“Every time he’d hit a
home run you’d look down
the bench and the guys were
going, ‘Wow.’ I mean, come
on, nobody’s seen this.”

With his out-of-this-world
performance, second baseman
Murphy was playfully asked
what planet was he from.

“Earth … planet Earth …
Jacksonville, Florida,” Mur-
phy said in a deadpan delivery.

Throughout the remark-
able run that has made him
the toast of New York, Mur-
phy has modestly deflected
praise and touted the contri-
butions of his team mates.

“I definitely am seeing the
ball well right now,” was the
explanation by Murphy, who
has a strong career batting
average of .288 but just 62
home runs in seven seasons.

The hardball must sudden-
ly look like a beach ball to
Murphy, who has averaged
one homer every 54 at-bats in
his major league career, 10
times below the outrageous
rate he has been smacking

them in the 2015 postseason.
The Royals, of course, have

taken notice.
Kansas City pitching coach

Dave Eiland said a ton of prep-
aration will be going into how
to deal with Murphy and the
rest of the Mets.

“I’ll probably watch 50 or
60 hours of video the next
three days,” Eiland told re-
porters at a Royals workout
in Kansas City.

Mets captain David
Wright said the quality of
pitching that Murphy has
mauled made his feats all
the more amazing.

“Very rarely do you see
somebody get this hot against
average pitching. Then you
throw in that it’s (Clayton)
Kershaw, (Zack) Greinke
twice each, (Jon) Lester,
(Jake) Arrieta, I mean that’s
impressive,” said Wright.

Murphy is not only win-
ning games and the admira-
tion of teammates and Mets
fans, but also millions in fu-
ture earnings.

He becomes a free agent
at the end of the postsea-
son, raising the question
of whether the Mets will
ante up the long-term, lu-
crative contract the new
slugger is likely to com-
mand.
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going all the way.
Rated the third least valu-

able franchise in the majors,
with annual revenue less
than half the New York Yan-
kees, the Royals have been
in the majors since 1969, as
an expansion club to replace
the Athletics team that left
Kansas City for Oakland.

In a sport where parity
reigns, the Royals put to-
gether the best regular sea-
son record in the American
League this year (95-67) as

they followed up their Wild
Card appearance in the play-
offs last year by easily rul-
ing the AL Central in 2015.

Manager Ned Yost is in his
fifth season with the Royals,
and the seeds for success were
planted in 2013, when after
nine losing seasons in a row
the Royals went 86-76 with
one of the strongest bullpens
in the majors.

Despite their small market
status, the Royals these days
have a mid-size payroll after
owner Glass, long a believer in
developing young talent and
relying on the team’s farm sys-
tem, decided to also start
spending in a quest to compete
with wealthier rivals.

Glass has not spent enough
to satisfy all his critics, but
this season’s opening-day
payroll was a healthy $113
million — money well spent it
would seem.

The Royals have added this
season to their pitching rota-
tion by acquiring Dominican
right-handers Edinson
Volquez and Johnny Cueto,
which helped soften the blow
of losing last year’s free agent
James Shields and Jason Var-
gas to a season-ending injury.

Six of their nine posi-
tion players in the clinch-
ing game six victory
against Toronto in the
American League Champi-
onship Series returned

from game seven of the
2014 World Series.

The newcomers: veteran
rightfielder Alex Rios and
slugging designated hitter
Kendrys Morales, who were
acquired in the offseason, and
second baseman Ben Zobrist,
brought in during July’s trade
deadline period.

If the Royals fall short
against the New York Mets,
they would join their fellow
American League club the
Texas Rangers (2010 and
2011) as consecutive World
Series losers.

Kansas City fans would
rather anticipate a more posi-
tive outcome, one that has
beenalongtimeinthemaking.

Series
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Hall of Fame third baseman
George Brett, were a perenni-
al contender. Those 1980s
Mets were a powerhouse built
around young stars Doc
Gooden and Darryl Strawber-
ry.

Kansas City came agoniz-
ingly close last year, pushing
the Giants to a seventh game
at home before going down to
defeat against valiant emer-
gency reliever Madison
Bumgarner with the tying run
on third in the bottom of the
ninth.

“I think it was a driving
force for all of these guys back
in spring training, knowing

that we wanted to get back to
that situation and get that one
more run,” Royals left fielder
Alex Gordon said at a workout
in advance of the Series.

The Mets’ success starts
with their young pitchers —
Noah Syndergaard, who hits
100 miles per hour with his
fastball, Matt Harvey, who
throws in the high 90s, the
moving96 fromJacobdeGrom
and all the strikeouts they log.

They combine that sizzle
with curves and change-ups
that can buckle the knees of
batters braced for high heat.

“We’re going to strike peo-
ple out,” said Mets manager
Terry Collins.

Power pitching has been
combined with power at the
plate by the Mets, who have
soared this postseason with

the home run surge by the as-
tonishing Daniel Murphy.

Murphy, who hit a modest,
career-high 14 homers this
season, carries an MLB record
ofsixhomerunsinsixstraight
games into the World Series
and is backed by power-hit-
ting Yoenis Cespedes and
Lucas Duda in the Mets’ bat-
ting order.

The Royals’ pitching edge
comes from a deep bullpen
anchored by closer Wade
Davis and flamethrowing set-
up man Kelvin Herrera, who
routinely reaches 100 mph
himself, that preserves late-
inning leads like clockwork.

Then again, the Mets never
trailed once during their four-
game sweep of the Cubs in the
NL Championship Series.

Kansas City relies on a dif-

ferent type of attack, standing
second from last in the Ameri-
can League with 139 home
runs, but second best in stolen
bases with 107.

The Royals, including Lo-
renzo Cain and Alcides Esco-
bar, AL Championship Series
MVPsthe last twoyears,make
the most consistent contact in
the majors.

The pennant-clinching run
against Toronto demonstrated
their resourcefulness as Cain
raced from first base all the
way home on a single by Eric
Hosmer down the rightfield
line.

“It was an unconventional
way to score a run, but that
was Royals baseball,” said
Kansas City manager Ned
Yost. “We did it on speed and
athleticism.”
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Happy to flaunt his mil-
lions and the trappings of
success, he is also reaching
out to new audiences.

Only he, when asked how
the sport could create more
enthusiasm in urban black
America, could talk about
karting with black kids and
describe being overtaken as
“like seeing myself come by”.

The fierce and sometimes
bitter rivalry with German
teammate Nico Rosberg, who
took last year’s title battle
right down to the final race,
has been replaced by some-
thing close to dominance.

Formula One’s commercial
supremo Bernie Ecclestone,
Hamilton’s 84-year-old com-
patriot who has known most
of the sport’s world champi-
ons since the 1950s, could not
have asked for more.

“He does a fantastic job, a
better job in my opinion out-
side the car than inside the
car,” said Ecclestone, who has
criticized champions in the
past for not selling the sport
sufficiently to a wider public.

“What he does for us, for
the sport, is incredible.”

Hamilton, by his own ad-
mission, sticks out like a sore
thumb in Formula One.

He may rub shoulders with
the rich and powerful, Rus-
sian President Vladimir
Putin handing him a winner’s
trophy only two weeks ago,
butnothinginhisbackground
suggested he was destined for
such fame and fortune.

The private jet, the garage
full of luxury sportscars, the
clunky gold chains and dia-
mond ear studs are the visible
rewards.

But Hamilton never forgets
that he grew up in social hous-
ing, sleeping on his father’s
sofa on a Stevenage council
estate.

With money tight, and his
parents divorcing when he
was two, his father down mul-
tiple jobs to fuel the passion
for karting that his son first
discovered on a low-cost fam-
ily holiday to Spain.

When Hamilton came
home from school, he would
put on a video of Senna and
dream.

“I wanted to be like him. I

aspired to one day drive the
way he drove, and achieve
something similar to what he
achieved,” he recalled last
month before equalling Sen-
na’s tally of 41 race wins.

“At the time, I felt that if I
could get anywhere close to
doing anything similar to him
I would be super-proud of my-
self. That is what I set my
sights on all those years ago.”

The grandson of a Grena-
dian who emigrated from the
West Indies to work on the
London underground rail sys-
tem, Hamilton owes every-
thing to his talent — even if
Mercedes and McLaren spot-
ted it early on and bankrolled
his progress.

“Who would ever have
thought it of us Hamiltons
turning up at the track in the
first year in karting, the only
black family there?” Hamil-
ton recalled last year when he
became the most successful
British driver in terms of race
wins.

“It was almost like every-
one thought ‘what are they
doing here?’ It was so funny.
We had the crappiest little box
trailer. I feel very proud.”

Hamilton could have taken
the crown in his sensational
2007 debut season, losing out
to Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen
by a single point after a
stormy year at McLaren, but
he did it the next year to be-
come the youngest ever cham-
pion at 23.

Five seasons of frustration,
albeit with plenty of wins, fol-
lowed as compatriot Jenson
Button triumphed for Brawn
and then Sebastian Vettel
took four titles in a row for
Red Bull.

He was once seen as over-
controlled by McLaren group
boss Ron Dennis, but Hamil-
ton’s move to Mercedes al-
lowed him to become his own
man, even if not everyone is a
fan of his fashion sense.

“Until this year, I cared
what people thought and tried
to live to people’s own expec-
tations rather than my own,”
he said in September after
sporting a new dyed blond
look.

“But I turned 30 over the
winter and I have really got to
a point in my life where I am
comfortable in myself…I am
more at ease within my job,
within my skin and with how
I drive and where I stand.”

Golfers warned of typhoid
outbreak inMalaysia
BY TOM LAMARRE
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The PGA Tour sent an
email to advise players who
are planning to play this week
in the CIMB Classic in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, of poten-
tial health risks associated
with a recent ty-
phoid outbreak and
poor air quality.

GolfChannel.com ob-
tained a copy of the email,
which claimed there have
been more than 30 cases of
typhoid reported in Kuala
Lumpur since the beginning
of August.

No fatalities have been re-
ported from the outbreak,
but players and staff were
advised to drink only bottled
or boiled water and to avoid
ice and raw fruits, vegeta-
bles and meats.

The email also warned of
poor air quality around
Kuala Lumpur because of
severe drought conditions.

“Although the air quality
conditions … in Kuala Lum-
pur are currently within ac-
ceptable levels, the air qual-
ity in and around the area in

recent days has ranged from
‘moderate’ to ‘unhealthy’
(on the) Air Quality Index
level,” the email read.

Players who have chronic
pulmonary or cardiac condi-
tions were warned to “take
extra precautions.”

“It is something we do as
a precaution,” said Ty
Votaw, the PGA Tour’s ex-
ecutive vice president and
chief marketing officer. “We
do this with any interna-
tional event as it relates to
travel and what’s happening
on the ground.”

Votaw said as of late this
week, only one player had
withdrawn from the tourna-
ment at Kuala Lumpur Golf
and Country Club.

Ryan Moore is two-time de-
fending champion in the
event, and the current field
also includes Adam Scott of
Australia, Ernie Els of South
Africa, Henrik Stenson of
Sweden, Keegan Bradley,
Jason Dufner, Sergio Garcia
of Spain, Hideki Matsuyama
of Japan, Patrick Reed, Luke
Donald of England, Stewart
Cink,NickWatneyandDanny
Lee of New Zealand.

PGA

Former Phillies GMnamed Red Sox coach
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Former Philadelphia
Phillies general manager
Ruben Amaro was named
first base coach of the Bos-
ton Red Sox Monday.

Amaro worked in the
Phillies’ front office from
1998 until September 2015,
when he was informed Phil-
adelphia was going a differ-
ent direction.

Amaro took over the GM’s
job from Pat Gillick in No-

vember 2008 after the team
won the World Series. The
Phillies returned to the
World Series the next sea-
son, but lost to the New York
Yankees.

The Phillies haven’t made
it to the postseason for the
past four seasons after win-
ning the NL East from 2009-
11.

It was an unusual move
for the Red Sox to take some-
one from a front office posi-
tion to a field position, but

may indicate Amaro’s de-
sire to become a manager.

He was an eight-year MLB
veteran with the Angels,
Phillies, and Indians, play-
ing mostly the outfield, but
some at first and second
base as well.

Amaro said he had been
thinking about working at
the field level and when he
was dismissed by the Phil-
lies, it opened up that oppor-
tunity.

“I guess it is unusual, but

for me, I’ve always had kind
of an itch to be back on the
field,” Amaro told redsox.
com. “Clearly, I had a great
opportunity to work in the
front office with Philadelphia
for many, many years. All the
while, when you sit from that
seat, there’s always an obser-
vation as a [former] player for
many years, it’s always been
something I’ve thought about
quite a bit.”

He will also be the team’s
outfield instructor.


