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UM loses tie-breaker to Albany for top seed
BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

The University of Maine field
hockey team lost out to Albany as
the top seed for the East division of
America East field hockey based
on goal differ-
ential in con-
ference games.

So the sec-
ond-seeded Black Bears will take
on the University of California-
Berkeley, the third seed from the

West, in the crossover quarter-
finals at 4:30 p.m. Friday.

Maine, 17-3, and Albany, 16-2,
each went 7-1 in conference play,
splitting with each other. Maine
won 6-2 in Orono, but Albany tri-
umphed 3-1 in Albany.

The first tiebreaker is head-to-
head and the second is record
against the other teams in the con-
ference going from top to bottom.
The second criteria became irrele-
vant because they each beat every-
one else in the division twice.

Albany finished with a plus-14 in
goal differential compared with
Maine’s plus-12. A team can only re-
ceive up to a plus-four or minus-
four. So if one teams beat another
8-2, it receives just a plus-four in-
stead of a plus-six.

Goal differential also decided the
West division with Stanford earning
the top seed over the University of
the Pacific.

Albany will open the tournament
against West fourth seed UC-Davis
(8-11, 1-5) at 2 p.m. Thursday with

Stanford (12-5, 4-2) meeting East
fourth seed Vermont (4-15, 2-6) at 4:30
p.m. On Friday, West second seed
Pacific (10-7, 4-2) will take on East
third seed New Hampshire (8-10, 4-4)
at 2 p.m. before Maine and West third
seed California (9-9, 3-3) face off.

The winner of the Maine-Califor-
nia game will meet the winner of
Stanford-Vermont at 2:30 p.m. Satur-
day after the noon game between the
Albany-UC-Davis and Pacific-New
Hampshire victors. The champion-
ship game is at noon Sunday.

UMaine coach Josette Babineau
said it would have been nice to be
the top seed and have an extra day’s
rest if they had won the quarterfinal
but said the team is looking forward
to the game.

“At this point, we know we’ve
done well, and we’re going to try to
keep it going as long as we can,”
Babineau said. “All of our girls have
played really well.”

The two teams met in Boston two
years ago with California winning
2-1 despite being outshot 21-8.

COLLEGE
FIELD HOCKEY

Hall of Famer
Brett says Royals
will get better
REUTERS

NEW YORK — The Roy-
als had a dream run to their
first World Series title in 30
years, but Kansas City base-
ball icon George Brett be-
lieves the Fall Classic cham-
pions should only get better.

Hall of
Famer Brett,
the top play-
er on Royals’
teams that
won the
World Series in 1985 and
made another trip to the
title Series in 1980, says this
Kansas City team is coming
into its own.

“They all had good offen-
sive years this year,” Brett
told Reuters while leaning
against the dugout railing be-
fore Sunday’s Series-clinch-
ing Game 5 win at Citi Field.

“(Lorenzo) Cain, career
year. (Mike) Moustakas, ca-
reer year. (Salvador) Perez,
career year. They all had ca-
reer years.

“I think they’ve all ma-
tured as players. They all
know what they are capable
of doing. They all know what’s
needed of them per at-bat,”
added Brett, who serves as
Royals vice president in
charge of baseball operations.

The Royals ended a 29-year
absence from the postseason
last season by reaching the
playoffs as a Wild Card team
and won eight in a row to ad-
vance to the World Series be-
fore falling in seven games to
the San Francisco Giants.

This year they dominated
the AL Central, winning it by
12 games and posting the best
mark (95-67) in the American
League.

Brett said he expected the
talented core of the Royals to
improve.

“Mike Moustakas, if he
doesn’t get better he’s going to
fail as a baseball player. If
Eric Hosmer doesn’t get bet-
ter, he will fail as a baseball
player. These guys are young
enough and you get better,”
he said about the 27- and
26-year-old regulars.

“Mike Moustakas batted
.212 last year. He hit .284 this
year. He’s going to get better,”
the former star third baseman
said about the current player
manning the hot corner for
the Royals.

“Hopefully we’re just see-
ing the tip of what these guys
will be.”

Brett noted that outfielder
Alex Gordon, hampered by
injuries this season, should be
better, and that the team went
on to win it all even after los-
ing closer Greg Holland at the
end of the regular season.

Of course decisions will
have to be made about players
acquired for the pennant run
who will be free agents this
offseason including second
baseman Ben Zobrist, out-
fielder Alex Rios and starting
pitcher Johnny Cueto.

Veterans Gordon and Wade
Davis, who took over master-
fully as closer after Holland
went down, have club options
the team must decide whether
to exercise for next season.

Mets’ Murphy, Cespedes
set for free agency

Mets second baseman Dan-
iel Murphy is bracing for the
realistic possibility that 2015
was his swan song in New
York.

Murphy, who hit seven
home runs in the playoffs and
set a record with homers in
six games in a row, was just 3
for 20 in the World Series and
made a critical error to con-
tribute to the Game 4 rally by
the Kansas City Royals. Kan-
sas City scored three runs
after Murphy’s misplay of a
routine ground ball.

“I’ve enjoyed my time here.
I feel blessed to have been a
Met this long,” Murphy said
of his nine seasons with the
team since they drafted him
in 2006.

“I do like it here,” Murphy
said after the Mets lost Game
5 in the 12th. “I’d like to come
back. We’ll have to see. I don’t
think there are going to be 30
teams offering me a deal. So
we’ll have to see. That will
probably dwindle it down.”

Murphy, 30, batted third in
manager Terry Collins’ line-
up and the cleanup man, Yoe-
nis Cespedes, is also a free
agent. It’s possible the Mets,
who advanced to the World
Series on the strength of Mur-
phy and their young starting
pitching, will field a lineup
with three or four new start-
ers in 2016.

Cespedes was 12 for 54 in
the playoffs with 17 strike-
outs. He was doubled up on at
first base on a line drive to
end Game 4.

“I didn’t play as well as I
wanted to, that’s most certain-
ly the case,” Murphy said of
the World Series. “I wish I
would have swung the bat bet-
ter. I wish I could have made a
couple of more plays. But I
can’t get it back now.”

The Mets are reportedly
prepared to offer Murphy a
qualifying offer but at 30, the
lure of a multi-year deal is
likely to trump the $15.8 mil-
lion one-year contract.

Volquez key in joyfulwin
despite tragic loss

Royals starter Edinson
Volquez did not figure in the

decision in Sunday’s World
Series-clinching victory over
the New York Mets but his
Kansas City team mates
were moved by his perfor-
mance.

Volquez gave up two runs,
one earned, on two hits in six
innings in the game eventu-
ally won by the Royals 7-2 in
12 innings for a 4-1 triumph
in the best-of-seven series.

The pitcher returned to
the series after traveling to

the Dominican Republic to
attend the funeral of his fa-
ther, Daniel, who died from
heart failure at age 63 just
hours before Volquez started
Game One unaware of the
tragic loss.

“You’re just proud to be
that guy’s teammate,” first
baseman Eric Hosmer told
reporters.

“You’re proud to have him
on the team with everything
he’s been through the last

couple of days. The way he
came out and threw the ball
for us tonight just speaks vol-
umes about the type of player,
the type of person he is.”

Volquez paid the penalty
for one mistake, a fat change-
up on an 0-2 count to leadoff
hitter Curtis Granderson in
the first inning that was
tagged for a home run. After
that, he yielded just one more
hit and an unearned run in
the sixth.

Hall of Famer George
Brett, now vice president of
baseball operations for the
Royals, said Volquez kept
them in the game.

“It was unbelievable, in-
credible,” Brett said as he
participated in celebrations
on the diamond that carried
on more than 90 minutes
after the end of the game at
Citi Field.

“It was the most amazing
thing.” he added.

“He made one bad pitch at
0-2 in the first inning, gave
up the home run. Next thing
you know it was 12 innings
later and they had three
hits.

“They had two hits after
the first batter of the game,”
said Brett, discounting a
harmless single in the 12th
inning that gave the Mets a
total of four.

“Pretty good. Kept us in
the ballgame.”

ALLISON LONG | KANSAS CITY STAR | TNS

Kansas City Royals third baseman Mike Moustakas (left) hugs Royals legend George
Brett after Brett threw out the ceremonial first pitch before Game 1 of the World Series
against the New York Mets on Oct. 27 at Kauffman Stadium in Kansas City, Missouri.
Brett, current Royals vice president of baseball operations, was a member of the Royals
team that won the 1985 World Series.
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DAVID EULITT | KANSAS CITY STAR | TNS

Kansas City Royals starting pitcher Edinson Volquez holds
the World Series trophy after the Royals defeated the New
York Mets 7-2 in Game 5 to win the championship early
Monday morning at Citi Field in New York.

Mets closer Jeurys Famil-
ia goes down as having
blown three saves in the Se-
ries, but the reliever was set
up to fail by the situations
he was brought into.

Familia, who had not blown
a save in more than two
months prior to the Series,
failed on his own in Game 1

when he gave up a massive,
game-tying home run to Alex
Gordon in the bottom of the
ninth in an eventual 14-inning
loss in the opener.

But after using Familia to
mop up a 9-3 win in Game
Three, Mets manager Collins
was loathe to use him for a
six-out save in Game 4 and
only called him into the
eighth inning to protect a 3-2
lead after Tyler Clippard
walked the first two batters.

Familia did his job, getting
ground balls from Royals hit-

ters, but a slow roller was
muffed by second baseman
Daniel Murphy for an error
that led to a 5-3 defeat.

New York led 2-0 heading
into the ninth on Sunday,
but instead of calling on Fa-
milia to close it out, Collins
allowed starter Matt Harvey
to talk him into finishing it
by himself.

After a walk and a ringing
double by Hosmer made it 2-1,
Collins summoned Familia,
who got two more grounders
but the second one scored

Hosmer on a wide throw by
first baseman Lucas Duda to
home plate.

Collins said the game-plan
had been to give the ball to
Familia for the ninth.

“‘I want this game. I want
it bad. You’ve got to leave me
in,’” Collins said Harvey told
him in the dugout.

“Obviously I let my heart
get in the way of my gut,” ad-
mitted Collins. “I love my
players. And I trust them.”

Hosmer said the Royals’
approach to building rallies

made for Kansas City’s
happy ending.

“We believe in each other.
You believe in the guy next to
you and you realize you don’t
have to do it all by yourself,”
Hosmer said. “If you just do
your part, we have a good
chance at coming back, we’ve
got a good chance at winning
ballgames.

“That’s something we’ve
all believed in, something
we all bought in since day
one and that’s why we’re
world champions.”
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Most recently Clukey
placed fourth at Lake Placid,
New York, in the first of two
USA Luge Norton seeding
races. The fall World Cup
team trials continue Satur-
day in Park City, Utah, lead-
ing up to the Norton Na-
tional Championships on
Sunday at the same 2002
Olympic course.

The World Cup schedule
kicks off on Nov. 28-29 in
Innsbruck, Austria, before
coming to the United States
for back-to-back stops on
Dec. 4-5 at Lake Placid and
on Dec. 11-12 at Park City.

As part of Monday’s press
conference, Clukey also un-
veiled plans and visual ele-
ments for her “Julia In-
spires” campaign. The new
community outreach cam-
paign will feature presenta-
tions from the 2010 Olympi-
an at Maine middle schools
and high schools this spring.
Clukey said the presenta-
tions will focus on encourag-
ing students to find their
passion, create a plan and go
after their dreams.

During the past five
years, she has presented to
more than 12,000 students at
more than 35 high schools
across the state about the
importance of setting goals,
overcoming adversity and
making good decisions.

Clukey
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but that it was not done at
the request of the Jets.

Jets coach Todd Bowles
said at his news conference
Friday, “I know nothing
about it. We just go up there
to play football.”

Pats not dwelling on record
New England Patriots

quarterback Tom Brady

said the talk of an unde-
feated season is the “fur-
thest thing from anybody’s
mind.”

The Patriots once again
look unstoppable with a 7-0
record, leading to compari-
sons of the 2007 team that
won 18 straight games be-
fore falling to the New York
Giants in the Super Bowl.

“That’d be the furthest
thing from anybody’s
mind,” Brady said Monday
morning on “Dennis and
Callahan” on WEEI in Bos-

ton. “I could really care
less about those type of
things. When you reflect
back, you think, ‘Wow, that
was a great year.’ But when
you’re in the middle of it,
you can’t do anything
about a game in December.

“We got one mission this
week. It sounds like a cli-
che but it’s not because it’s
what our team is about.
We’re short-term focused.
Every week, you put to-
gether a different plan.
Coach talks about, ‘It’s a

blank canvas.’ You start
each week, and you gotta
put the same amount of
work in every single week.
And you can’t forget one
detail. Then you get one
chance to go out there and
do it on Sunday.”

Brady just keeps putting
up special numbers. In last
week’s game against the
Miami Dolphins — his
ninth win in as many tries
on Thursday night — he
threw for 356 yards and
four touchdowns. He fin-

ished 26 of 38, recording his
69th 300-yard game —
which ranks third all-time
— and his 24th game with
four touchdowns or more,
also third. It was his 19th
career game with at least
four TDs and no intercep-
tions, an NFL record.

For the season, Brady
has 20 touchdown passes
and his only interception
went in and out of the
hands of wide receiver Ju-
lian Edelman.

The Patriots host the Wash-

ington Redskins on Sunday.
“It’s hard to win. It’s re-

ally hard to win,” Brady
said. “It’s easy to take it for
granted because we have a
good record and we’ve
played well for a period of
time. But I don’t think we
as players ever take it for
granted. I’ve been around
long enough to know how
hard it is to get the ball in
the end zone, to put togeth-
er drives. It’s no easy task.
You gotta keep working at
it.”

Patriots
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But a combination of Vil-
lanova’s resilient defensive
play and UMaine’s inability
to execute meant frustration
once the Bears got down
close.

“We were inefficient,”
Cosgrove said. “Our throws,
our catches, our routes, spec-
ificity.”

An ill-advised pass into
coverage resulted in a
Shayne Jones interception at
the Villanova 10 early in the
third quarter.

Later, wide receiver John
Hardy failed to come up with
a low pass to the end zone by
Belcher that would have
made it a one-score game.

“We dropped a couple
balls down there that hurt,”
Cosgrove said.

That drive ended on an-
other incomplete pass after
Cosgrove opted to forego a
field-goal try because of the
two previous misses.

“That was
a decision
that I’m still
beating my-
self up over,”
he said.

B e l c h e r ,
making his
first start
since Oct. 18,
2014 — after
Dan Collins had suffered a
season-ending shoulder inju-
ry — was solid in all facets.
But he also had a fumble that
cost the Bears field position.

“We had a lot to do with
the successes,” said Cos-
grove, who did not go so far
as to rule out future contri-
butions by Collins, who did
not play at Villanova.

“We’ve got two of them
here and we think we can win
with both of them. Right now
Drew’s our starter,” he said.

UMaine will take on Tow-
son at 7 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
7, at Alfond Stadium.
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Belcher


