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Manziel prepares for start against Bengals
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Cleveland Browns are pre-
paring to start Johnny Manziel at
quarterback against the undefeat-
ed Cincinnati Bengals while one of
the blockers that
provides protec-
tion nearly was
traded Tuesday.

A deal fell through at the dead-
line that would have sent Pro Bowl
left tackle Joe Thomas to the Den-
ver Broncos, according to multiple
reports. Browns general manager
Ray Farmer wouldn’t confirm any
specifics but confirmed that the
team failed to make any deals.

Pro Bowl center Alex Mack and
pass rushers Barkevious Mingo
and Paul Kruger also were report-
ed to be on the trading block.

“The trading deadline creates a
lot of controversy and a lot scuttle-
butt that generally results in noth-
ing,” Farmer told reporters. “We
had some conversations and, at
the end of the day, they all resulted
in the same thing — nothing.”

As for the quarterback situa-
tion, veteran Josh McCown is deal-
ing with a rib injury and Manziel
is getting reps ahead of the game

against the Browns’ AFC North
rival on Thursday night in Cincin-
nati, according to multiple reports.

Manziel, in his second year in
the NFL, played near the end of the
Browns’ loss to the Arizona Cardi-
nals on Sunday in his first action
since leading the Browns to a 28-14
win in the second week of the sea-
son over the Tennessee Titans.

The task is made for more diffi-
cult for Manziel because of the
short week of preparation for a
Thursday night game against the
7-0 Bengals.

In four games this season, in-
cluding the one start, Manziel has
completed 28 of 50 passes for 393
yards and three touchdowns with
one interception and five sacks.

The 36-year-old McCown has
started seven of the Browns’ eight
games this year and has connected
on 65 percent of his passes for 1,897
yards and 11 touchdowns with
four interceptions and a 95.2 rat-
ing. He also has 86 rushing yards
and a touchdown on 18 attempts.

NFL to hear from three cities
in danger of losing teams

As the NFL clock ticks toward
the expected relocation of one or

two teams to Los Angeles for the
2016 season, the league has sched-
uled presentations for the three
cities trying to prevent their teams
from moving.

The Nov. 11-12 meetings at the
league office in New York City
come two weeks after public hear-
ings in St. Louis, San Diego and
Oakland, where passionate fans
expressed their feelings for why
their teams should stay where
they are.

Each city is expected to make
presentations to three NFL commit-
tees on the first day of the meetings.
Those are the Los Angeles Opportu-
nities Committee, which has been
overseeing the process, along with
the Stadium Committee and the Fi-
nance Committee.

Community leaders in St. Louis
and San Diego have previously
discussed their stadium projects
with league officials as well as the
L.A. committee. This will be the
first chance for Oakland to make a
presentation. This will also be the
first time that a large group of
owners are able to hear the status
of the three cities.

The L.A. Committee includes
six owners, the stadium commit-

tee six and the finance committee
nine. Seventeen teams are repre-
sented on the three committees.

No votes will take place or deci-
sions made at the meeting. Three
weeks later, a full league meeting
is scheduled for Dec. 2 in Las Coli-
nas, Texas, a suburb of Dallas.

It is expected that the league
will vote at some point in January
on the stadium projects being pro-
posed in Inglewood, Calif., by St.
Louis Rams owner Stan Kroenke
and in Carson, Calif., a joint pro-
posal by San Diego Chargers
owner Dean Spanos and Oakland
Raiders owner Mark Davis.

Kidney injury ends season
for Chargers’ Allen

San Diego Chargers wide re-
ceiver Keenan Allen has a lacerat-
ed kidney that will sideline him
for the remainder of the season.

The Chargers placed Allen, run-
ning back Branden Oliver (toe)
and linebacker Tourek Williams
(foot) on injured reserve Tuesday.
The team also elevated wide re-
ceiver Javontee Herndon and cor-
nerback Greg Ducre from the prac-
tice squad and re-signed center
J.D. Walton.

Allen was injured before half-
time of the Chargers’ loss on Sun-
day to the Baltimore Ravens. He
did not return for the second half
and was taken to a San Diego hos-
pital afterward.

Coach Mike McCoy said Mon-
day that Allen would be out with a
kidney injury, but media reports a
day later indicated that the issue
was significant and a medical pro-
cedure was done to stop the bleed-
ing. He is expected to be recovered
before next season.

Allen is second in the NFL this
season in receptions with 67 and
his 725 receiving yards rank third
in the league. His catches were the
third most in NFL history after
eight weeks of the season. Only
Julio Jones this year and Marvin
Harrison have caught more passes
at this point in the season.

With Allen out, the Chargers
will turn to wide receiver Malcom
Floyd, tight end Antonio Gates
and running back Danny Wood-
head as their primary receiving
targets. Also in the receiver rota-
tion are Stevie Johnson and Don-
trelle Inman.

The Chargers (2-6) face the Chi-
cago Bears (2-5) on Monday night.
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Denver coach Gary Ku-
biak, whose team is fresh off
a 29-10 victory over the
Packers, said he’s not con-
cerned about the Broncos
staying focused.

“The topic was brought up
last week about distractions,”
he said Monday. “My point
was those are good distrac-
tions. Those are for all the
right reasons. … I think we
have the right people. They
stay focused on what they’re
doing. We need to have an-
other good week. I think our
guys are on top of that stuff.”

The Broncos made more
news Monday, making a
trade with San Francisco for
two-time Pro Bowl tight end
Vernon Davis.

To this point, Denver’s
strong suit has been its top-
ranked defense, not the play
of Manning, who had seven
touchdowns and 10 intercep-
tions going into Sunday
night’s game.

Although he had an inter-
ception and no touchdowns
against the Packers, Manning
threw for 340 yards and was
in control throughout. He
was asked whether it was sat-
isfying to silence his critics.

“How can I say this with-
out hurting anybody’s feel-
ings?” he said. “I just don’t
give what y’all say that much
merit. It just doesn’t — I’m
not going to put a Jim Mora
on you and say the famous,
‘You think you know, but you
just don’t know and you
never will.’ Although that’s a
great line, I’m not saying that.
I’ll say it at some point before
I stop playing, but it’s not the
time now.”

The Patriots turned in an
even more lopsided victory in
Week 8, pounding Miami,
36-7. The Dolphins were com-
ing off consecutive blowout
victories under interim coach
Dan Campbell.

New England receiver Ju-
lian Edelman said the Patri-
ots aren’t feeling pressure to
keep their record unblem-
ished, but instead are focus-
ing on the now.

“It’s more about just
going out there and ham-
mering the nail away, all

the way in,” Edelman said.
“That’s what Coach (Bill
Belichick) always says. Just
hammer away, because if
you don’t, you’re going to
be stubbing your toe on the
floor with the nail coming
out. We’re just going to try
and hammer away, take
care of all the little things,
take care of your fundamen-
tals, come in and take care
of your nutrition, the
weight room. You’ve just
got to stay in your same
routine.”

GREG M. COOPER | USA TODAY

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady makes a call
at the line of scrimmage during the fourth quarter against
the New York Jets at Gillette Stadium in Foxborough,
Massachusetts, on Oct. 25. The Patriots won 30-23.
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from a contract extension.
Kaepernick led the 49ers

to the Super Bowl following
the 2012 season after taking
over from Alex Smith mid-
way through the year. The
49ers slipped to 12-4 in his
first full season as the 49ers’
starting quarterback in
2013, and they were 8-8 last
season, Jim Harbaugh’s
final season as head coach.

Kaepernick’s passer rat-
ing went down each season,
from 98.3 in 2012 to 91.6 in
2013 to 86.4 last season to
78.8 in eight games this sea-
son.

Kaepernick has complet-
ed 59.3 percent of his passes
with six touchdown passes
and five interceptions this
year. The 49ers are 2-6, and
they managed just nine
points and no touchdowns
in their past two games com-
bined. Kaepernick averaged
just 4.0 yards per passing at-
tempt Sunday in a 27-6 loss

to the St. Louis Rams.
Gabbert was a first-round

pick in 2011 with the Jack-
sonville Jaguars. In his in
his second season with San
Francisco, he attempted just
seven passes, completing
three, in 2014.

He started three games
for Jacksonville in 2013, and
the Jaguars lost all three.
Gabbert was 1-9 as the Jag-
uars’ starter in 2012 and 4-10
in 2011. He has never had a
passer rating better than
77.4, which he achieved in
2012.
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Sullinger: Hardwork paying off
BY MARK MURPHY
BOSTON HERALD

There has never been
much congruity between the
exhibition season and first
month of the regular season
for Boston Celtics power for-
ward Jared Sullinger.

That’s why, when asked
about the quality that has
marked his
first three
games of the
regular sea-
son — and the stark differ-
ence from his poor exhibition
season — Sullinger shrugs off
the latter with a simple,
“That’s preseason.”

“I just didn’t have a great
training camp as far as shoot-
ing the basketball,” he said
after a 10-point, eight-rebound
performance during Sun-
day’s Celtics loss to San Anto-
nio.

“In order for me to get on
the floor, I can do so many

other things,” he said. “I’m
defending better this year. I
can still rebound. But the
thing is, I have not been able
to knock down a shot. Toward
the end of preseason I felt like
it was coming back, and that’s
just all of the hard work I’ve
been putting in this sum-
mer.”

Sullinger’s improved de-
fense, and he has been the
team’s most physical option
thus far against opposing cen-
ters, presumably can be writ-
ten off to his improved train-
ing regimen, dating back to
work last summer with John
Lucas.

He’s also in a contract year.
The Celtics went into last
night’s deadline without ex-
tending Sullinger’s rookie
contract, and made the same
decision not to act with cen-
ter Tyler Zeller. Both can be-
come restricted free agents
next summer, when the great-
est spending frenzy in NBA

history is expected to ensue.
The Celtics are simply

happy to preserve their flexi-
bility for next summer, and
sit back and watch how each
player develops, against an
especially competitive back-
drop.

Celtics coach Brad Stevens
has expressed a desire to play
only four big men each night,
though he has used five in re-
cent matchups, with Zeller
drawing the short-minutes
straw. Zeller also has strug-
gled in his limited time,
though Stevens vowed Sun-
day to find a way to get his
only true center onto the floor.

Sullinger, on the other
hand, has thrived with three-
game averages of 9.3 points
and six rebounds in 19.6 min-
utes. He’s shot 56.7 percent
overall and 33.3 percent from
3-point range. The latter cate-
gory received a significant
boost from his 2-of-4 perfor-
mance Sunday on 3-pointers.

Wild’s Tyler Graovac has surgery
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Minnesota Wild center
Tyler Graovac underwent
successful bilateral core
muscle repair surgery Tues-
day and is expected to re-
turn to action in approxi-
mately six
weeks, while
forward Jus-
tin Fontaine
will miss approximately 4-6
weeks with a sprained MCL
in his left knee.

The team also welcomed
back assistant coach Darryl
Sydor, who has been away
from the team since being
arrested for driving under
the influence. He will not
travel with the team initial-
ly, per Michael Russo of the
Star-Tribune.

“We missed Darryl,” Wild
head coach Mike Yeo said.
“He’s an important part of
our coaching staff. This was
the first step.”

Graovac, a former sev-
enth-round pick, has ap-
peared in just one game this
season and is scoreless in
four career NHL games. He
did register 21 goals and 25
assists in 73 games for the
Iowa Wild of the American
Hockey League last season.

Fontaine, who has one goal
and three assists in eight
games this season, was in-
jured against the Chicago
Blackhawks on Friday. His
playing time increased when
the Wild announced on Oct.
13 that Graovac was expected
to miss at least a few weeks
with a strained groin.

Ducks recall LWFriberg,
sendRW Jackman toAHL
The Anaheim Ducks

called up left winger Max
Friberg from San Diego of
the American Hockey
League and assigned right
winger Tim Jackman to the
Gulls on Tuesday.

Friberg, 22, has five points
in seven games for San
Diego this season. The 2011
fifth-round draft pick made
his NHL debut with the
Ducks in 2014.

Jackman, 33, had no
points and four penalty min-
utes in two games for the
Ducks this season. He was
acquired from Calgary for a
sixth-round pick in the 2014
NHL Draft on Nov. 21, 2013.

Bruins recall AHL leading
scorerKhokhlachev

The Boston Bruins have re-
calledAlexanderKhokhlachev
from Providence of the Ameri-
can Hockey League, where he
was leading the AHL with 13
points (four goals, nine as-
sists) in 10 games.

A second-round pick in
the 2011 NHL Entry Draft,
Khokhlachev made his NHL
debut in 2013 and has ap-
peared in four career games
for the Bruins.
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