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Pacers rallybyCeltics in final seconds
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

INDIANAPOLIS — Guard
Monta Ellis made two free
throws with 13.7 seconds re-
maining, breaking a tie, and
the Indiana Pacers rallied
for a 100-98 victory against
the Boston Celtics on
Wednesday night in Bank-
ers’ Life Fieldhouse.

Boston had an opportuni-
ty to win on its final posses-
sion, but guard Avery Brad-
ley missed a 3-pointer, close-
ly guarded by Paul George.

George, who had 26 points
and 10 rebounds, and Jordan
Hill, who added 16 points,
led a fourth-quarter come-
back.

A basket from Jonas
Jerebko and a 3-pointer
from Thomas gave Boston a
79-78 lead with 8:51 remain-
ing. An Evan Turner 3-point-

er at the 7:44 mark pushed
the Celtics’ lead to 82-78.

Indiana (2-3) took an 83-82
lead on a Rodney Stuckey
3-pointer at the 7:08 mark,
and two George Hill free
throws at 6:44 put the Pacers
up 85-82.

Guard Isaiah Thomas led
Boston (1-3) with 27 points,
and Bradley added 21.

A 3-pointer from George
with 10:08 remaining in
the third quarter pushed
the Pacers into a 55-46
lead, but Boston countered
with an 8-2 run to pull
within 57-54 with 8:39 left
in the period.

David Lee’s three-point
play with 45.4 seconds left in
the quarter cut Indiana’s
lead to 73-72 through 36 min-
utes.

Boston outscored Indiana
29-24 in the third quarter.

Thomas had 14 second-
quarter points for Boston,
which outscored Indiana
27-26 in the period to close
within 49-43 through 24 min-
utes.

Indiana, which got 15
first-half points from
George, shot only 32.1 per-
cent (17 of 53) during the
first two quarters, but the
Pacers outrebounded Bos-
ton 32-27 in the opening half
while forcing 13 turnovers,
which Indiana converted
into 15 points.

The Pacers also enjoyed a
15-3 advantage in second-
chance points through the
first 24 minutes.

Despite making only 9 of
25 field goal attempts, Indi-
ana led 23-16 after one quar-
ter, limiting the Celtics to
six field goals in 20 attempts
(30 percent) while out re-

bounding Boston, 17-12.
George had eight first

quarter points, including six
during a 16-6, quarter-clos-
ing run. Bradley had 10 dur-
ing the first period for the
Celtics.

NOTES: The game was a
homecoming for Boston
coach Brad Stevens, the for-
mer Butler coach who grad-
uated from DePaul Univer-
sity in Greencastle, Ind. …
Boston C Tyler Zeller is a
former Indiana Mr. Basket-
ball from Washington, Ind.
… The Pacers were coming
off their first victory, a 94-82
triumph on Tuesday night
in Detroit, getting a team-
leading 23 points from G
Rodney Stuckey. … Boston
won the 2014-15 series
against Indiana 3-1, includ-
ing 1-1 in Bankers Life Field-
house.

Fort Fairfield boys, Ashland girls win crowns
BY KEVIN SJOBERG
PRESQUE ISLE STAR-HERALD

They both needed over-
time, but the Fort Fairfield
boys and
the Ash-
land girls
earned the
opportuni-
ty to make
the short trip to Presque Isle
on Saturday to play for Class
D state soccer champion-
ships.

The Tiger boys spoiled
Bangor Christian’s chance
to advance to the state finals
for the seventh consecutive
year with a 2-1 victory
Wednesday, while the Hor-
net girls are looking to earn
back-to-back state titles
thanks to their 1-0 win over
Madawaska.

Coming in as the North’s
top seed, Fort Fairfield (16-0-
1) will take on the South di-
vision’s No. 1 team, Buck-
field, at 5:30 p.m. at the Dr.
Gehrig T. Johnson Athletic
Complex at Presque Isle

Middle School. Ashland has
a rematch against South
champion Richmond in a 3
p.m. matchup.

In the boys game played
Wednesday afternoon in
Fort Fairfield, the Tigers
found themselves behind
just 4:47 into the contest, but
battled back with a second-
half goal to tie it and the
game-winner 3:26 into the
second overtime.

For the second consecu-
tive game, freshman for-
ward Jonah Daigle provided
the heroics. Five days after
scoring the only goal in the
semifinal victory over Cen-
tral Aroostook, Daigle did it
again in the final in similar
fashion, beating a defender
down the right side and
from near the end line, toe-
ing in a shot that found the
back of the net.

“He’s an animal … he just
battles and comes out win-
ning balls,” said Fort Fair-
field junior center midfield-
er Ryan Player, who assisted
on Daigle’s goal.

“[Jonah] was fatigued at
the end, but he continued to
put the pressure on,” said
Tiger coach John Ala. “I don’t
know how many 50-50 balls he
won, but his effort definitely
helped us get a win.”

Johnathan Cormier had
given No. 2 Bangor Chris-
tian (15-2) the early lead by
skimming a beautifully
placed corner kick by John
Palmeter off his head and
into the net.

With 33:46 left in the sec-
ond half, Fort Fairfield
sophomore Isaac Cyr drib-
bled in and ripped a left-
footed shot from the top of
the 18-yard line inside the
left post and past a diving
Austin Keib.

Fort dominated play
throughout the second half
and the overtime periods, as
evidenced by a 16-5 advan-
tage in shots on goal.

Keib finished with five
saves on 20 shots, while the
Tigers’ Dalton Cassidy
saved six of 12.

It is the Tigers’ first re-

gional title since 1976 and
snapped a streak of six in a
row for the Patriots, who
also won five state champi-
onships during the stretch.

“They have no weakness-
es anywhere,” said Patriot
coach Aaron Wilcox, who
praised the Tiger defense for
its job marking up BC’s
high-scoring sophomore,
Tyler Welch. Fort Fairfield
junior Chris Giberson had
the assignment.

“We like to possess it as
much as possible and we
didn’t do a very good job of
that today,” Wilcox added,
“but in a lot of spurts they
outplayed us and I thought
they were more hungry.”

In the girls game, played
at the same site as Satur-
day’s state game because of
the unplayable field in Ash-
land, the No. 3 Owls and top-
seeded Hornets were in a
scoreless tie through regula-
tion and the first 3:15 of
overtime before Morgan
Doughty’s free kick from 25
yards out bounced off the

head of a Madawaska de-
fender and into the net.

“We have a set play on
that and Morgan hit it hard
and where she was supposed
to,” said Ashland coach
Peter Belskis. “We just
wanted her to put it in close
and see what happens and
were fortunate to get some-
body’s head and it rico-
cheted in.”

The victory, which im-
proved Ashland’s record to
17-0, was also made possible
due to the strong effort in
goal by junior Megan Cote.
She made three diving
saves, including one off a
Hannah Nadeau shot from
10 yards out with 5:40 left in
regulation, to keep Mada-
waska off the scoreboard.

Cote, who collected six
saves, came up with a big
sliding stop in the first 10
minutes of the match, and
she said that got her into the
game early.

“I’ve never played like
that before,” Cote said. “It
just motivates you so much

that you say, ‘If I can do it
once, I can do it all the time.’”

Madawaska (13-3-1) held
the 13-12 advantage in shots
and Owl coach Dan Cyr’s
ability to make multiple
substitutions throughout
made things tough for the
Hornets.

“If that one goes another
five minutes [in regulation],
it would have been theirs
because we were running
out of gas,” Belskis said.

The Owls’ senior goal-
keeper, Alexis Levesque,
also displayed great hands
from the start, thwarting sev-
eral long Hornet shots with
grabs in front of the goal.

Ashland defenders Laura
Sturgeon, who marked
Nadeau throughout, and Mi-
cayla Driscoll turned in bril-
liant performances as the
Hornets picked up their 13th
shutout. The Madawaska de-
fense was also stellar in
holding the high-scoring
trio of Savannah Flint,
Mackenzie Carter and Cait-
lin Paradis without a goal.
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Lopez-Anido made it 4-0
with a low 16-yard shot off a
Fridtun pass and Murphy
capped the scoring after
Fridtun chested a Lopez-An-
ido cross into her path.

“They were a lot more or-
ganized than they were in our
regular season games (6-1, 4-0

wins). They made it more dif-
ficult. We had to work hard
together and get passes to
feet,” said Lopez-Anido.

Dyjak said Riots junior
midfielder Lizzie White was
“spectacular. She won balls
everywhere and passed re-
ally well.”

Coombs finished with 11
saves and Bennett, sweeper
Emily Hunt and back Maken-
zie Smith turned in impressive
performances for the Bucks.
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“I just turned and took a
shot on net,” Cormier said.
“I was like, this is my left
(foot), I don’t know if it’s
going to be good or not. It
was pretty good, I guess.”

Butler, Grace Morris, Sarah
Bragg, Libby Spekhardt and
Luci Clein provided energy
andhustle tohelp turn the tide.

Camden Hills grabbed the

lead 10:03 into the game when
Anderson got behind the de-
fense off a pass from Gutheinz
and beat Gilmore low to her
left from 6 yards out.

Bangor tied it 8:37 later
when Morris pounded a 25-
yard chip that ricocheted off
the crossbar, down off a de-
fender and in.

The ’Jammers went back
in front six minutes later as
Gutheinz’s perfectly placed
through-ball sent the speedy
Anderson in for a break-
away goal.

MetsGMcollapses during news conference
BY ANTHONY RIEBER
NEWSDAY

NEW YORK — Mets gen-
eral manager Sandy Alder-
son collapsed and appeared
to faint during a news con-
ference at Citi Field on
Wednesday afternoon.

Alderson, who was an-
nouncing a contract exten-
sion for manager Terry Col-
lins, fell to the floor while
answering questions from
reporters, some of whom
quickly grabbed him to slow
his fall. Still, Alderson was
down for about 30 seconds.

Alderson, who turns 68 on
Nov. 22, was able to get up
and, after taking off his jack-
et and being helped into a
chair, quipped, “OK, where
were we?” He eventually
walked out of the interview
room under his own power.

Alderson had been stand-
ing on a platform and an-
swering questions for about
13 minutes when he col-
lapsed.

After leaving the inter-
view room, Alderson was
examined by the Mets train-
ing staff and was “fine,” a
team spokesman said. Al-
derson didn’t have breakfast
before the news conference
and felt lightheaded, the
spokesman said. The expec-
tation was he would see a
doctor.

Before Alderson col-
lapsed, he announced the
two-year deal for Collins,
who led the Mets to the
World Series for the first
time since 2000. In the days
since Sunday’s Game 5
loss to the Kansas City
Royals, the Mets’ brain
trust has begun to ponder

what the 2016 team will
look like.

The first order of busi-
ness is deciding whether to
make a qualifying offer to
impending free-agent sec-
ond baseman Daniel Mur-
phy. The Mets have to de-
cide that by Friday. Alder-
son declined to tip his hand,
but it is expected they will
extend the offer.

“Murph has been a great
player for us over the years,”
Alderson said. “He’s been a
Met over his entire career.
So we’re going to make that
decision a little later this
week.”

Murphy had a postseason
for the ages, with a record
streak of home runs in six
consecutive games, and is
expected to have a robust
free-agent market. No play-
er has ever accepted the

qualifying offer, which this
season is set at $15.8 million.

If the Mets offer it and
Murphy declines it, they can
still sign him. If he signs
elsewhere, they will receive
a draft pick as compensa-
tion.

The Mets’ other marquee
free agent, Yoenis Cespedes,
is not subject to the qualify-
ing offer. But the Mets are
not expected to give the
30-year-old the six- or seven-
year contract he probably
will demand after a Hercu-
lean run following his acqui-
sition by the Mets on July
31.

“That’s not something we
like to do,” Alderson said.
“Those contracts often don’t
work out. I’ve said that be-
fore. But, look, we’ll make
those decisions as they’re
presented.”

JANE MAVOR SMALL

Members of the Fort Fairfield Tigers celebrate with the Class D North trophy after beat-
ing Bangor Christian 2-1 in overtime in the final on Wednesday at Fort Fairfield.

DAVE ALLEN

Ashland’s Laura Sturgeon, Alexis Craig, Savannah Flint and MacKenzie Carter celebrate
the winning goal in overtime against Madawaska. Ashland won the Class D North regional
final on Wednesday night 1-0.

HIGH
SCHOOL
SOCCER

on the goal line with me, and
the biggest thing was just to
try to get up and get a head
on it.”

Cullivan also punched
away several of Firestone’s
throw-ins, which represent-
ed the bulk of Ellsworth’s

scoring chances.
A long throw-in by Reed

led to Erskine’s first goal of
the match, as his entry from
the left wing reached the
near post where it bounced
before teammate Tristan
Hubbard — the coach’s son
— was able to direct it into
the net with 35:47 left in the
first half,

Play remained largely
even until Erskine doubled

its lead midway through the
second half when Peabody
tracked down a long kick
from the Eagles’ defensive
end, eluded two defenders
and scored from the right
side with a sharp-angled
shot that eluded Ellsworth
goalie Bruce St. Peter and
rolled inside the far post.

“It was just a missed kick
by thedefenseand ithappened
to roll right where I wanted it

to go,” said Peabody. “I scuffed
it a little bit, I was lucky it got
into a corner.”

Colby Clarke halved the
deficit on a penalty kick
with 12:19 left, but Ellsworth
was unable to generate any
subsequent chances in the
final minutes.

Erskine outshot Ells-
worth 12-10, with Cullivan
making five stops and St.
Peter four.
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ASHLEY L. CONTI | BDN

Bucksport’s Meaghan Goodine (left) gets tripped up while
trying to stop a pass from Orono’s Brinsley Chasse during
their Class C North girls soccer championship game at
Orono on Wednesday.

PETE WARNER | BDN

Bangor back Maddie Symonds (left) looks to clear the ball
as teammates Maeve Harrigan (20) and Megan Conner
look on during Wednesday’s Class A North girls soccer
final in Rockport. The Rams beat Camden Hills 3-2.


