
field-goal unit and Decloux,
who missed two field goals a
weekearlieratVillanova,have
had a trickle-down effect.

UMaine got to the Towson
18 after an interception by
Jeffrey DeVaughn, but came
up short on a fourth-and-one
quarterback sneak by
Belcher.

Cosgrove admitted his de-
cision was affected by the
missed kick, the third in the
last four tries by Decloux.

“[It was] the same hash, so
it was in my head,” he said.

When asked whether he
might consider trying anoth-
er kicker to shake things up
Cosgrove said, “We don’t
have anybody else.”

Junior wideout Julian
Dunn said the offense’s in-

ability to cash in on scoring
chances is difficult to handle.

“It’s real frustrating and it
puts a lot of pressure on our
kicker and our defense as
well,” he said.

In the last three games, in-
cluding a 23-10 win over Stony
Brook, UMaine has failed to
score on seven possessions
inside the opponent’s 30 and
three that reached the 10-yard
line or closer.

UMaine now ranks 11th
among 12 CAA schools in
red-zone offense, converting
on 19 of 28 opportunities.
The Bears are 11th in fourth-
down conversions (4-for-16)
and eighth on third down
(50-for-138).

Cosgrove explained that
UMaine’s red-zone difficul-
ties must be evaluated taking
into account the efforts of all
involved in the process.

“It’s a coaching, playing,
execution deal.”

B8 Tuesday, November 10, 2015, Bangor Daily News

Celtics coach faces roller coaster of emotions
BY STEVE BULPETT
BOSTON HERALD

WALTHAM, Massachu-
setts — It’s still just five
games into the season, but
in a three-
day span
last week
we saw the
Celtics pushed to frustration
in Indiana by a third straight
loss, then showered with
praise after beating Wash-
ington by 20 points.

It is the task of coach Brad
Stevens to treat these two
impostors the same.

“The hardest part about
winning and losing is the
emotions that come with it,”
Stevens said before Sun-
day’s practice. “Being able
to handle not only the nega-
tive emotions that come
with losing, but being able
to handle a win is just as dif-
ficult. So I think the biggest
thing is that it’s my job to
just kind of define reality
every day.

“We showed a bunch of
good clips from the Indy
game and some bad ones.
Today we’ll show a bunch
of bad ones and some good
ones (from the win over the
Wizards) and just kind of
keep grinding away. . . .

But we still need to get bet-
ter.”

In that regard, the rota-
tions and combinations em-
ployed are a work in prog-
ress.

“It still evolves,” Stevens
said. “I think the biggest
thing — and I’ve always
been big on this — is how
can we best complement
each other offensively? De-
fensively, I think we’ve got
some very, very good pe-
rimeter defenders and we
can go deep into our bench
guarding on the perimeter.
I think that at the end of
the day it really is becom-
ing with this team, how can
we be great defensively, be
our best defensively, but at
the same time score the
ball?”

The defense appears to
be taking care of itself fair-
ly well — to a point. As of
Sunday, the Celts were
eighth-best in opponents’
field goal percentage at
41.4, but allowing foes ac-
cess to the offensive glass
has them allowing 100
points a game to put them
in the middle of the league
pack.

“We’ll find out,” said Ste-
vens when asked about con-
fidence in his defense. “I

think the biggest thing is
how it’s performed is fine,
but you have to choose to be
good at that. You have to
choose to be good at that as a
group. That’s not something
you can turn on and off.”

Forward Jae Crowder
thinks the Celtics are mak-
ing their own opportunities
for steals.

“I think with us being
young and so active, we
have the ability to cause

turnovers and wreak
havoc,” Crowder said. “I
think that plays into what
we want to do. And just
like the other night, we got
up and down. We didn’t
call as many sets as we
usually do, and it showed
in the 40-point first quar-
ter.”
Smart, Crowder to return
Crowder (bruised left

knee) and point guard Mar-
cus Smart (sprained left big

toe) are expected to play
Tuesday night in Milwau-
kee, though neither prac-
ticed Sunday.

“Both are feeling better,”
Stevens said. “Jae woke up a
little stiffer today than he
did Sunday. But they feel for
the most part that both guys
are at least projecting to-
ward being likely available
Tuesday.”

Said Crowder, “Yeah, I’m
for sure going. For sure.”

Crowder is expected to
stay in the starting line-
up, and Smart, after two
games out with the toe
problem, should take his
starting job back from Isa-
iah Thomas.

“If they’re available, I
don’t know if there will be
minute issues or whatever
the case may be,” Stevens
said. “But most likely, if
they’re both available and
they’re both good to go,
yeah.”
Adding fuel to their fires
A little quasi-negativity

can go a long way around
the Celts. Crowder told
Jared Sullinger he was
being disrespected by de-
fenses and the power for-
ward responded with 21
points on 9-of-13 shooting
against the Wizards. He

spoke similarly to center
Kelly Olynyk, who had 19
on 7-of-11 marksmanship in
that game.

“You have to,” Crowder
said of the strategy. “It’s
all gas. We call it gas
around here. I mean,
you’ve just got to gas him
up. It brings the best out of
players. I know myself it
does, and Isaiah, we play
with each other and we
joke around and try to
make it tough on each
other. We know how to
push each other’s buttons
to get us going, so I did the
same thing with Sully and
he performed well. I think
it helped him.

“Same thing I did with
Kelly. Let him know that
he’s being disrespected.
You’ve got to shoot the ball,
and it worked out.”

On the subject of oppo-
nents not respecting his
shot, Olynyk deadpanned,
“Yeah, that would be nice if
they do that. I would appre-
ciate that.” . . .

The Celtics have as-
signed forward Jordan
Mickey and guard/forward
James Young to the Maine
Red Claws in Portland of
the NBA Development
League.

MARK L. BAER | USA TODAY SPORTS

Boston Celtics head coach Brad Stevens reacts during the
first half of a game recently against the San Antonio Spurs
at TD Garden in Boston.
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YMCA, then on to Garland
Street Junior High, Fort
Fairfield High, Orono
High, Bangor High and
John Bapst Memorial
High School. I also offici-
ated high school and col-
lege basketball games and
did a stint as a color ana-
lyst for WABI-TV and
radio of Bangor.

Now, I’m happy to wind
down my basketball ca-
reer by being allowed a
forum to to express my
thoughts, opinions and
observations..

I value readers’ input
and encourage readers to
email me topics to mrp17@
roadrunner.com or call
me at 356-6787 to discuss
topics as well.

Football
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51 at Gillette Stadium. He
needs two more field goals to
break Adam Vinatieri’s club
record of 263 made field goals.

— These guys can kill you
even when Rob Gronkowski
doesn’t do much damage. The
tight end, probably the most
difficult guy to handle in the
league, was targeted only five
times on Sunday, catching
four passes for 47 yards. He
had another catch called back
by a holding penalty.

— QB Tom Brady is 52 of 77
over his last two games, but
Sunday he was guilty of his
first true interception of the
season — leaving him hiding
his head in the turf after being
in on the tackle. His other in-
terception was a ball dropped
by Julian Edelman into a

pick. Brady missed his 70th
career 300-yard game by a
yard.

— RB LeGarrette Blount
was the workhorse on Sun-
day, carrying the ball 29 times
for 129 yards and a touchdown
in the easy win. It was his 10th
career 100-yard rushing game
and his first since Sept. 11,
2014, while with the Pitts-
burgh Steelers. Since 2000, the
Patriots are 44-1 when a New
England player runs for 100
yards or more. “You can’t
arm tackle that guy,” said
Washington defensive end
Ricky Jean Francois. “I tried
to arm tackle him a few times
and I just slid from the top to
the bottom.”

— WR Brandon LaFell
looked years removed from
the receiver who dropped six
passes in his Oct. 25 return
from injury. Sunday, he
caught five passes and
showed great running ability

in piling up 102 yards — his
fifth career 100-yard receiv-
ing game. “I actually felt good
today,” he said. “My foot felt
pretty good during warmups.
It wasn’t giving me a lot of
pain like it usually does.
Brady came and found me
early and often and I got into
a good rhythm today. Just
played well today.”

— WR Julian Edelman
had an 8-yard touchdown
catch to open the scoring on
Sunday. It was his seventh
TD of the season (in eight
games), snapping his person-
al high of six, set in 2013.
Asked after the game about
teammate/RB Dion Lewis
suffering a knee injury, Edel-
man said, “It’s terrible to see
anyone go down, especially
Dion. We don’t know neces-
sarily what it is. Dion has
been having a great year.
He’s a great asset to the
team.”

Patriots
Continued from Page B5


