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the perimeter both offen-
sively and defensively.

UMaine’s other All-AE
performer is guard Sigi Koi-
zar. The junior sparkplug,
who is tough to handle off
the dribble, led UMaine with
14.3 points per game last sea-
son, ranked second in re-
bounds (4.2) and added 2.7
assists and 1.6 steals.

Weckstrom is another
prong in the transition at-
tack and from the 3-point
line after posting 7.5 points a
year ago, while the post
game is spearheaded by se-
niors Anna Heise (5.9 ppg,
3.2 rpg, .524 field-goal per-
centage) and Gustafsson (5.8
ppg, 2.4 rpg), who as a junior

demonstrated considerable
growth providing an inside
presence.

Gustafsson said the Black
Bears are done looking back
on last season and what might
have been after they lost to
Hartford in the conference
semifinals. All eyes are look-
ing forward.

“We’re just trying to get in
the mindset of putting every-
thing we have out there every
day on the floor in practice
and trying to make sure that
we make the most out of it,”
Gustafsson said.

Depth shouldn’t be a con-
cern for UMaine, which fea-
tures a defensive stopper in
senior guard Chantel Charles
(3.4 ppg, 2.3 rpg), along with
athletic senior forward Bella
Swan (3.3 ppg, 3.1 rpg), senior
sharpshooter Lauren Bodine
(3.0 ppg), who was hampered

by injuries last winter, and
junior forward Sheraton
Jones, who provides defensive
intensity and aggressive re-
bounding.

“Playing time’s earned in
practice and these are the
players we think give us the
best chance to win right now.
That’s our No. 1 goal,” Barron
said of that group after Sun-
day’s exhibition win over
Stonehill.

Senior guard Milica Mi-
trovic, sophomore guards
Parise Rossignol of Van
Buren and Christiana
Gerostergiou, sophomore
forward Kirsten Johnson,
freshman guard Isabel Her-
nandez Pepe and freshman
guard Maddy McVicar of
Calais will be working to get
into the mix.

“That group does a really
good job of being the scout

team and giving us a group
that knows what their role is
and really works hard and
prepares us for the games,”
Barron added.

The value of UMaine’s ex-
tensive experience should
come to the forefront in sever-
al areas. Perhaps the most im-
portant benefits will be visible
in the team’s knowledge of
and ability to execute its of-
fensive and defensive
schemes.

“I think we’re ahead a little
bit of where we were at this
time last year. We have a bet-
ter understanding and team
chemistry,” Barron said.

The Black Bears, ranked
No. 23 in the College Insider
Mid-Major poll, also should be
able to handle some adversity
because of all they have been
through. And they may en-
counter some struggles, given

their testy nonconference
schedule.

UMaine, which plays nine
of its first 11 games on the
road, will face the likes of Pur-
due, North Carolina, Clemson,
Minnesota, Northeastern and
Harvard.

“Our competition’s going to
be very good in the nonconfer-
ence schedule,” said Barron,
who pointed out this season’s
challenge is greater than last,
when the Bears had many
more home games.

They’ll need to call on their
depth with a handful of Fri-
day/Sunday game combina-
tions, along with a stretch of
five games in seven days in
November.

“If you’re ever going to do
it, this is the time to do it,” he
said.

“We’ve got a lot of people
who want the challenge and I

think they’re up for it.”
For the seniors in particu-

lar, there is a sense of urgency
to put it all together this sea-
son.

“I think we’re all excited,”
Weckstrom said. “We know
that this is the last go and that
we have to do it now; we don’t
have a tomorrow or a next
year.”

The Black Bears don’t want
to settle for anything less than
achieving theirultimategoals.

“Last year we did better
and we accomplished a lot of
things, but we didn’t do what
we wanted to do,” Weckstrom
said. “Our goal has been to
win the championship every
year and last year we got close,
but not close enough. I feel like
that’s what motivates us every
day in practice is to get better
and then finish out the season
the way we want to.”

Ripley led the Dragons to a
state championship in 2006,
earning the Owen Osborne Most
Valuable Player Award in the
Eastern Maine Class D tourna-
ment.

She played basketball and vol-
leyball at Maine Maritime Acad-

emy before transferring to the
University of Maine at Presque
Isle, where she played basket-
ball.

She earned a degree in educa-
tion and returned to her native
Princeton where she is in her
fourth year as a teacher at Prince-
ton Elementary School.

Ripley coached the Princeton
Elementary/Middle School girls
team for two years and coached
the Woodland Elementary/Middle

school team for one season before
joining Clark at Woodland High.

“I’m really excited. I’ve coached
these kids [in the lower grades]
and have built a good relationship
with them,” said Ripley, who will
be assisted by Michealene Spen-
cer. “We’re going to be young, very
small and very fast.

“We’re going to build good rela-
tionships, learn how to set goals,
and we’re going to be determined
and motivated,” she said.

you’re going to be up against for the
next four years definitely was key to
being successful,” he said.

Nowhere are the growing pains on
the football field more pronounced
than at quarterback, where the new-
bie must not only execute the plays
correctly but establish a rapport
with the rest of the huddle — often
older, more experienced teammates.

“Every practice you learn some-
thing new about what it takes to be in
control of a team,” said second-year
Brewer coach Nick Arthers. “You
get with a group of guys, and the
more you’re going through together,
the more you’re going to be on the
same page.

“When you’re a new guy starting
out, it’s kind of hard to get on the
same page, especially if you’re in
there with a lot of older guys that
have been playing. That’s just one of
the big differences you notice from a
guy just starting out and a seasoned
guy like Logan who has been there as
long as he has,” he said.

BeforearrivingatBrewer,Arthers
was the head coach at Old Town in
2013 when Jarvis first earned the
starting quarterback job as a sopho-
more.

“Jake’s a great athlete, a great
thrower, and he had a great football
mind when I had him for that year,”
said Arthers. “Even as a freshmen
we could tell he was going to be a
pretty good player, and he’s really
shown that this year.”

Jarvis has passed for about 1,500
yards and 21 touchdowns this fall for
an Old Town offense that has aver-
aged 38.3 points per game.

Vigue’s steady guidance of the
MCI attack has been even more sta-
tistically dominant from the bottom
line as coach Tom Bertrand’s Hus-
kies have averaged an astonishing
54.9 points per contest this fall.

For his part, Vigue passed for
nearly 1,000 yards and 15 touch-
downs in seven regular-season
games before MCI’s 76-27 semifinal
win over Orono last week.

“Greg Vigue is a tremendous
quarterback,” said Mattanawcook
coach Pat House. “He’s definitely
grown, and I think he’s very cerebral
in what he sees and how he attacks
defenses on his own.

“You talk about slowing the game
down, and as a quarterback you have
to be able to do that, and I think
Greg’s done a great job of that and
trying to understand what the de-

fense is going to do before the ball’s
snapped,” he said.

The pace of the game wasn’t al-
ways that relaxed for any veteran
quarterback, and such a controllable
tempo only comes with an increased
comfort level for the responsibilities
involved.

And that stems from experience in
game situations.

“Being a quarterback on the field,
leading the team and being behind
center in that position as a freshman
or a sophomore is an experience that
helps out down the road even if
you’re not throwing the ball 12 times
a game,” said second-year Old Town
head coach Lance Cowan, who
coaches Jarvis but was an assistant
at Brewer when Rogerson got his
first varsity start at quarterback.

“You’re still getting that feeling of
being under center and having that
defense looking at you when you
take the snap. By all means it defi-
nitely helped Jake now for him to be
the quarterback his sophomore
year,” he said.

Experienced quarterbacks also
enable coaches to diversity the offen-
sive playbook to adapt to changing
realities not only from game to game,

but within a game.
“You game-plan all week,” said

Cowan, “and when you have some-
oneout therewhoreallyunderstands
the game during halftime, you can
make adjustments. Sometimes in the
middle of a series, we’ll call Jake
over and switch a couple of guys
around and switch the reads up be-
cause a certain thing is happening.”

Perhaps at no time is having an
experienced quarterback more im-
portant than at crunch time of a close
game, such as when Brewer took
possession at its 43-yard line while
trailing Skowhegan 15-8 with 8:04 left
in the fourth quarter of last Friday
night’s Class B North semifinal.

Rogerson guided the Witches on a
penalty-free, 19-play march that con-
sumed all but 11 seconds of the clock
as Trey Wood scored on a 1-yard run
and Dylan Severance ran for the two-
point conversion to give Brewer the
dramatic 16-15 win.

“[Assistant]coach[Butch]Arthers
told me before I went onto the field,
‘60 yards to the PTC championship
[game],’” said Rogerson. “I went into
the huddle and told the guys, ‘60
yards and we’re going to the champi-
onship,’ and we got it done.”

assists and 2.9 steals as a junior
and earned a spot on the Bangor
Daily News All-Maine Third
Team.

Fleming is on the Oxford Hills
golf team and plans to play base-
ball as a pitcher next spring for
the first time since 2013.

Gilmore, an outfielder, hit .465
last spring in leading the Rams to
a berth in the Eastern Maine
Class A championship game. She
led the Rams in home-runs (5),
doubles (13) and runs scored (30).
She was an All-KVAC first-team
selection.

As a goalkeeper, she guided
Bangor to the state Class A soc-
cer title last Saturday while post-
ing her 13th shutout. Gilmore
also is a starting guard on the
Bangor basketball team.

The 5-foot-10 Shaw and 5-8 Tap-
ley guided Mount Desert Island
to an undefeated regular season
last winter.

Shaw averaged 16 points, 10
rebounds and four assists. She
was an All-Big Ten first-team se-
lection.

Shaw is versatile player who

is an aggressive and highly ef-
fective rebounder with a high
basketball IQ. She can score in-
side and hit the mid-range jump-
er.

Tapley, a 5-8 guard, was a
third-team BDN All-Maine pick
last season after averaging 16.3
points, three rebounds, four as-
sists and 3.5 steals.

She is a dynamic offensive
player who can score with both
hands, drive the lane, hit a pull-
up jumper or nail 3-pointers.

Hogan and Field are two of the
four Miss Maine Field Hockey fi-
nalists and piloted the Eagles to
an undefeated regular season
and a berth in the Class A North
final where they were upset by
Skowhegan.

Forward Hogan scored 23 goals
and also had six assists. She is
difficult to mark because of her
stick skills and quickness. She
also had a hard and accurate
shot.

Field, who had two goals and
four assists from her right mid-
field spot, is exceptionally fast
and triggered Messalonskee’s
transition game thanks to her
recovery speed and penchant for
getting the ball quickly up to the
forwards. She also is a good pass-
er.

four-time NAIA All-American at
Lindenwood University in St.
Charles, Missouri.

“He’s got a good ground game
and good striking,” said Wood.
“This is a fight I definitely wish
I had a full camp for, but this I
think is how a lot of people get
their shot, on short notice.”

Wood first was contacted by
Bellator officials on Monday,
and the final contract work was
completed by Tuesday night, he
said.

“When I was approached with
the opportunity it took me two
seconds to think about it,” said
Wood. “I didn’t even look up the
opponent, I didn’t question it. I
just said yes.

“It’s one of those things where
you kind of have to take a risk to
reach your goal. There’s no
downside to this. I’m going in as
the underdog, no one knows who
I am. This guy has no idea what
to expect, so it’s an awesome op-
portunity for me and I’m looking
forward to it.”

Wood will be the second fight-
er affiliated with Young’s MMA
in Bangor to earn a national
stage in barely a month. Bruce
“Pretty Boy” Boyington of Brew-
er, the NEF lightweight champi-
on, defeated Rodrigo Almeida
via three-round split decision on
the Oct. 17 World Series of Fight-
ing card at Foxwoods Resort Ca-
sino in Mashantucket, Connecti-
cut.

Since relocating to Texas ap-

proximately a month ago from
South Carolina, where he had
spent the last year after moving
from the Bangor area, Wood has
found a new training facility in
Amarillo with some MMA cli-
ents but that caters mostly to
boxers.

“It definitely helps me out a
lot with my hands,” said Wood.
“I’ve never had the opportunity
to work with just 20 to 30 tradi-
tional boxers before.”

Wood has fought three times
so far in 2015, first suffering a
fifth-round loss to veteran An-
thony “Cheesesteak” Morrison
of Philadelphia in a February
NEF title defense in Lewiston.

He followed that with a first-
round stoppage of veteran Chris
Kwiatkowski May 8 at Friday
Night Fights, a Muay Thai show
in New York City. That perfor-
mance featured the striking
skills of the former high school
wrestler in a discipline that in-
volves use of the fists, elbows,
knees and shins.

Wood returned to the MMA
cage in August to score a three-
round unanimous decision over
hometown favorite Carlos Vivas
in Charlotte, North Carolina.

Wood was preparing to return
to Maine again to fight unde-
feated Vovka “KGB” Clay of Am-
herst, New Hampshire, on the
NEF XX card scheduled for Nov.
21 at the Androscoggin Bank
Colisee in Lewiston until that
bout fell through last week.

“I was excited to come back up
to Maine and do my thing,” said
Wood. “I liked the matchup, but
everything happens for a rea-
son.”
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Elusive quarterback Logan Rogerson of Brewer (right), pictured during
an Oct. 2 contest, has gained tremendous experience in four seasons
with the Witches.


