
year’s 2.18 when he tied for
second on the team in points
with 28 (eight goals, 20 as-
sists).

“It’s frustrating,” said
Swavely, who also has hit
several posts including two
on one shift against Michi-
gan State. “I’m getting my
shots every game. I’ve been
getting chances. I’ve got to
stay level-headed and keep
working hard. It would be
worse if I wasn’t getting
shots. I’m staying posi-
tive.”

Gendron is going to shake
up the lineup for Friday’s
game.

“We’ve moved some peo-

ple around,” said Gendron.
“We have to continue to do
the things we’ve done well:
play good defense and get

solid goalkeeping [from
freshman Rob McGovern].
And we’re trying to get our
guys to make better deci-

sions around the [opposing]
net. They have to select the
right option and execute it
properly.”

The players are focusing
on Friday’s game but said
returning to Alfond on
Sunday is special. That
will begin a stretch of 13
home games over a 16-
game span.

“There’s nothing like
playing at home. Hopefully
it will be packed. That can
make a big difference,” said
junior alternate captain
Cam Brown. “We can really
build off that.”

Maine did play an exhibi-
tion game at Alfond Arena,
losing to the University of
New Brunswick 5-1.

“We’ll be able to feed off
the momentum the crowd
gives us,” said freshman left
wing Dan Perez.
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Women
MAINE vs. HARVARD

Time, site: Friday, 5:30 p.m., Lavietes Pavilion, Cambridge, Massachusetts
Records (2014-2015): Maine 23-9, Harvard 14-14
Series, last meeting: Maine leads 7-5, Maine 65-46 on 12/7/14
Key players: Maine — 5-8 Sigi Koizar (14.3 points per game, 4.2 rebounds

per game, 2.7 assists per game), 5-10 G/F Liz Wood (13.8 ppg, 7.7 rpg, 3.4 apg,
2.7 spg), 5-8 G Sophie Weckstrom (7.5 ppg), 6-2 F Mikaela Gustafsson (5.8 ppg,
2.4 rpg), 5-10 F Bella Swan (3.3 ppg, 3.1 rpg), 6-0 G Chantel Charles (3.4 ppg,
2.3 rpg); Harvard — 6-1 F AnnMarie Healy (13.4 ppg, 6.4 rpg), 5-11 G/F Shilpa
Tummala (5.8 ppg, 2.9 rpg), 5-10 G Kit Metoyer (5.0 ppg, 2.8 apg), 6-1 G Kirby
Porter (2.6 ppg), 5-7 G Sydney Skinner (1st season)

Game notes: The Black Bears open the season with a two-game swing
through Boston against Harvard and Boston College (Sunday). UMaine returns
all but one player off the team that handled the Crimson last season in Bangor.
Harvard, picked to finish third in the Ivy League, has two starters and seven
letterwinners back. The Crimson are 39-4 since the start of the 2011-2012 sea-
son when holding opponents under 60 points. UMaine has the ability to launch
an offensive from the 3-point arc, but the Bears also will try to get the ball inside
to Wood, Gustafsson and Swan. Harvard’s Cathy Delaney-Smith is the win-
ningest coach in Ivy League history with 532 in 32 seasons.

Men
MAINE vs. No. 20 CONNECTICUT

Time, site: Friday, 7:30 p.m., Gampel Pavilion, Storrs, Connecticut
Records (2014-2015): Maine 3-27, UConn (20-15)
Series, last meeting: UConn leads 83-16, UConn 95-68 on 12/6/13
Key players: Maine — 5-9 G Kevin Little (12.5 ppg, 2.6 apg), 6-8 F Till Gloger

(11.5 ppg, 4.8 rpg, .526 FG pct.), G Aaron Calixte (7.3 ppg, 3.4 apg), G Troy
Reid-Knight (.4.8 ppg), 6-6 F Garet Beal (6.5 ppg, 4.4 rpg), 6-6 F Issac Vann (1st
season) ; UConn — 6-7 F Shonn Miller (16.8 ppg, 8.5 rpg), 6-2 G Sterling Gibbs
(16.3 ppg, 3.8 apg), 6-4 G Rodney Purvis (11.6 ppg)), 6-7 F Daniel Hamilton (10.7
ppg, 7.6 rpg), 3.7 apg), 7-0 C Amida Brimah (9.1 ppg, 4.4 rpg, 3.5 apg)

Game notes: The Black Bears begin their second season under coach Bob
Walsh with a big test against the 20th-ranked Huskies of the American Athletic
Conference. It will mark the 100th meeting between the two programs dating
back to the 1921-1922 season. UConn has won the last 12 meetings. UMaine
faces a Huskies squad that returns four starters, along with graduate students
Gibbs (Seton Hall) and Miller (Cornell). The toughest part for the Black Bears
may be trying to match up with UConn’s size and athleticism inside, although
UMaine will give up several inches at the guard spots as well. UConn, which
qualified for the NIT last season, was picked second behind Southern Methodist
in the AAC preseason poll. The Bears’ Ilija Stojiljkovic and Beal have been
cleared to play after injuries.

College Basketball

MAINE vs. No.5 UMass Lowell
Time, site: Friday, 7:15 p.m., Tsongas Arena, Lowell, Mass.; Sunday, 5 p.m.,

Alfond Arena, Orono
Records: Maine 0-6-3 (0-2-0 Hockey East), UMass Lowell 6-1-2 (2-0-2)
Series, last meeting: Maine leads 75-36-4, UML 2-0 on Jan. 16
Key players: Maine — C Cam Brown (1 goal, 3 assists), LW Will Merchant (3

& 0), RW Blaine Byron (1 & 2), LW Brian Morgan (2 & 0), C Steven Swavely (0 &
0), D Dan Renouf (0 & 2), G Rob McGovern (0-4-2, 2.13 goals-against average,
.934 save percentage); UML— RW Adam Chapie (4 & 3), C Joe Gambardella (2
& 5), LW C.J. Smith (2 & 5), C Michael Fallon (1 & 4), LW Ryan McGrath (3 & 1),
D Dylan Zink (3 & 1), G Kevin Boyle (6-1-2, 1.42, .949)

Game notes: The last 13 meetings between these two have been decided by
two goals or less. The River Hawks hold a 7-5-1 edge in those 13 games. UMass
Lowell is the second stingiest team in college hockey, allowing just 1.44 goals
per game. Maine is the lowest scoring team. The Black Bears have scored one
goal or less seven times. UMass Lowell is a hard-working, blue-collar team that
is clinically efficient. The River Hawks aren’t flashy but they receive balanced
scoring, they rarely turn the puck and they defend impressively in layers. They
are solid on special teams: 11th in the country on the penalty kill (90.3 percent)
and 20th on the power play (20.5 percent). They are tied for 38th in goal produc-
tion (2.56 gpg). Zink is one of the nation’s best offensive defensemen. He had
10 goals last year and has three already this season. Maine’s power play has to
break out of its 0-for-29 funk and the Black Bears must attack the net and
screen Boyle.

Men’s College Hockey

UMaine
Continued from Page B5

Hockey
Continued from Page B5

Husson
Continued from Page B5

cruiting class, which he be-
lieves will contribute signif-
icantly this winter in help-
ing the program take a sig-
nificant step forward.

“This group really likes
showing up in the gym every
day and getting better and
playing against each other,”
he said. “There’s a lot of per-
sonality that I think feeds
into the competitiveness.”

Walsh is confident about
UMaine putting a more tal-
ented and athletic ballclub
on the court, and he hopes it
will be improved defensive-
ly and more competitive on
the boards.

“It’s not just points and
rebounds and assists but ex-
tra-effort plays,” he said.

“I don’t know that we’ll
ever have a set rotation,”
Walsh said. “We’ve got a lot
of guys we feel that can help.”

The soft-spoken Reid-
Knight, who admits he has
tried to play the father-fig-
ure by teaching the newcom-

ers everything he knows
about how to be a produc-
tive Division I student-ath-
lete, has been impressed by
their effect on the team dy-
namic during the preseason.

“I feel like last year at
times when we were losing,
we forgot kind of how to
pick ourselves up,” he said.
“I feel like this year it’s a
new start and with all the
younger guys coming in
with a lot of athleticism, and
they really haven’t been
through all that, so they’re
coming in with a lot of posi-
tivity. We’re trying to basi-
cally feed off their energy.”

The Black Bears will at-
tempt to build a bit of mo-
mentum during their non-
league schedule, which in-
cludes guarantee games at
Connecticut, Marquette and
Boston College. UMaine also
will visit LIU Brooklyn,
Central Connecticut, Ford-
ham and Holy Cross while
entertaining the likes of
Longwood, Army, Dart-
mouth, Quinnipiac and
Brown.

The Black Bears open Fri-
day night at UConn.

Seccareccia, the former
Bangor High School stand-
out quarterback, concluded
his Husson career with 264
completions in 499 attempts
for 3,366 yards, 37 touch-
downs and 19 interceptions.

He also ran for 544 yards
on 165 carries and rushed
for seven touchdowns.

He completed 108 of 188
passes this season for 1,447
yards, 19 touchdowns and
six interceptions. He also
ran for three touchdowns
while gaining 135 yards on
39 carries.

Seccareccia transferred
to Husson from Southern
Connecticut State and was a
safety his first year before
being moved back to quar-
terback.

Husson went 17-5 with
him at quarterback includ-

ing a 12-1 record in Eastern
Collegiate Football Confer-
ence play the past two years.
He guided Husson to the
ECFC title a year ago and the
school’s first NCAA Division
III Tournament berth.

“He has had a great ca-
reer,” said Price. “You judge
a quarterback by his ability
to get the ball across the goal
line, win games and provide
leadership, and Joe did all of
those things.”

Husson will take a 6-2 re-
cord, 5-1 in conference play,
into the game against Mount
Ida, which is 2-7 and 2-4, re-
spectively.

Norwich’s victory earned
the Cadets the league title and
the NCAA berth, but Husson
could earn an ECAC bowl
game spot with a victory.

Twelve teams will earn
ECAC berths, and there will
be six bowl games played on
Nov. 20-22 at Central Con-
necticut State University.
There will be two games
apiece on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday.

“Twenty-six teams have
applied,” said Price, who
feels his team has to win this
weekend to have a chance to
earn a berth.

“It’s not the NCAA tour-
nament but it would certain-
ly be fun,” he said.

Saturday also is Seniors
Day, and Price said that
“what our seniors have ac-
complished is remarkable.”

National champion UMFK seeks NAIA status
BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

The University of Maine-
Fort Kent men’s and wom-
en’s soccer teams annexed
U n i t e d
States Col-
legiate Ath-
letic Asso-
ciation national champion-
ships Saturday in Asheville,
North Carolina.

They are hoping to re-
ceive the opportunity to
each win two national cham-
pionships next season.

UMFK men’s soccer
coach and athletic director
Bill Ashby said the school
has applied to rejoin the Na-
tional Association of Inter-
collegiate Athletics. And
since the NAIA season is
longer than the USCAA’s,

the teams theoretically
could participate in both
national championship
tournaments as they have
in the past.

They also would remain
in the USCAA. They left the
NAIA in 2010 after having
played in both.

“We’ll find out at the na-
tional (NAIA) convention in
March,” Ashby said. “We’re
looking to branch out, most-
ly to schedule games. We
would have opportunities to
schedule games closer to us
in the NAIA.”

Ashby said putting to-
gether a schedule is the
toughest part of his job be-
cause of their remote loca-
tion and the fact “a lot of
people won’t play us.”

Ashby said Fisher College
in Massachusetts is the only

other New England school
in the NAIA, but “the NAIA
is making a big push to es-
tablish a league in New Eng-
land.”

Ashby said the NAIA
would be more competitive
than the USCAA.

“The top four teams in the
USCAA would be teams
eight through 12 in the
NAIA,” Ashby said.

The USCAA and NAIA
offer athletic scholarships.

UMFK’s two soccer teams
each have available approxi-
mately $56,000 of athletic
scholarship money.

NCAA Division III schools
are plentiful in New Eng-
land, but they aren’t allowed
to offer athletic scholar-
ships.

Ashby and UMFK wom-
en’s coach Lucas Levesque

took different paths to their
titles.

The men beat Bryant and
Stratton Syracuse (New
York) in penalty kicks
thanks to three penalty kick
saves by sophomore goal-
keeper Butch Forbes, who
plays for the Jamaica Under-
19 team.

“I’m ecstatic,” said
Ashby, whose team dropped
the last two title games to
West Virginia University In-
stitute of Technology. It was
the Bengals’ first champion-
ship since 2010.

Levesque’s UMFK women
cruised to their third
straight national title, 7-0,
over Albany College of Phar-
macy and Health Sciences.

They have posted six
straight shutouts in
USCAA tournament play

the last two years.
“We were very, very ex-

plosive up front,” Levesque,
who is in his 12th season,
said. “That was the big dif-
ference between us and a lot
of other teams.

“This is the best team I’ve
had, by far,” said Levesque,
whose team went 20-2 and
only lost to a pair of NCAA
Division II schools on a trip
to Ohio (Whalen and Ash-
land Universities). “We
were able to play 22 players
and that kept everybody
happy.”

Dynamic Canadians
Katherine Ferland (29 goals,
15 assists) and Marie-Laur-
ance Montagne (14 & 14) and
Californian Yosselin Ber-
rueco (19 & 19) were unstop-
pable. Catherine Bruno (9 &
3) and Veronica De La Cruz

(11 & 2) headlined a domi-
nant midfield and the smoth-
ering defense featured Bri-
anna Mills, Emma Ashby,
Kelsi Lanphear and Sam
Carapellucci.

Ashby said his 21-2 team
is one of the best he’s had in
his 10 years.

“We had quality and
depth at every position. It’s
one of the most well-bal-
anced teams I’ve had in 30
years of coaching,” said
Ashby, whose Bengals fea-
tured the prolific trio of
Ross Downie (22 & 8), Willie
Monthe (19 & 7) and Ben
Kluvers (15 & 8) and a stellar
back line of Phil Dionne,
Stuart Conway, Stephen Al-
Sayed and Tom Coxon.

Scots Al-Sayed and Con-
way had 15 and 13 assists,
respectively.

COLLEGE
SOCCER

BDN FILE

The University
of Maine’s

Devin Shore
(left) and
Steven

Swavely
(center) slam

into team-
mate Matt
Morris with

UMass
Lowell’s

Dylan Zink
during their

hockey game
last January

at Alfond
Arena in

Orono. The
two teams will

meet again
this weekend.

Clark claims 7th BDNFootball Forecast crown
Ernie Clark continued his

dominance over his fellow
Bangor Daily News staff
m e m b e r s
this fall.

The Do-
v e r - F o x -
croft native
closed out
the season with a 16-4 week
to secure his second straight
title in the 50th BDN Foot-
ball Forecast. It was the sev-
enth staff championship for
Clark, who also was the
guest champion before join-

ing the Sports staff.
Clark successfully picked

161 of 200
games over
the 10-week
c o n t e s t ,
c o m p i l i n g
an .805 win-
ning per-
centage. He
finished a
full seven
games ahead
of runners-up Ryan
McLaughlin and Joe
McLaughlin, who went 154-

46 (.770) after closing out
the season with an 18-2 ef-
fort.

Larry Mahoney took
fourth at 153-47, followed by
Pete Warner (145-55), John
Holyoke (142-58) and season
guest Joe Cyr of the Houlton
Pioneer Times, who wound
up 133-67.

Jim Churchill closed
out an impressive season
for the weekly guests,
posting a 16-4 that gave
them a combined 153-47
ledger.

Matt Randall of ABC-7
and Fox 22 in Bangor an-
nexed the guest title with an
impressive 18-2 performance
during Week 2.

The rest of the guest line-
up was as follows — 16-4:
Brian Cotlar, BDN director
of sales; Jessica Gagne, WC-
SH-TV; Dale Morris, Milli-
nocket; 15-5: Seth Koenig,
BDN Maine; John White,
Houlton; 14-6: Jeff Thurlow,
Eddington; Troy Gardner;
and 13-7: Bob Kelleter,
Gouldsboro.

Former Arizona star
Wright ahomicidevictim

Former Arizona basket-
ball star Michael Wright was
found slain in a vehicle in
New York City.

Wright, 35, was last seen
Nov. 5 and his body was dis-
covered on Tuesday. There
was a gunshot wound in his
forehead and the medical ex-
aminer ruled Wright’s death
was a homicide.

A New York Daily News
report quotes police saying
Wright’s body was found
under a pile of trash bags in
the backseat of an SUV. The
Daily News reported police
were investigating a link be-

tween the murder and a
male Wright might have en-
countered through a dating
app.

The 6-foot-8 Wright
played three seasons at Ari-
zona and was the second-
leading scorer on the team
that lost to Duke in the 2001
NCAA title game. He was
the power forward on a
squad that included future
NBA players Gilbert Are-
nas, Richard Jefferson and
Luke Walton.

Bruins sign 3 prospects
The Boston Bruins signed

forwards Jake DeBrusk and
Zach Senyshyn and defense-
man Jeremy Lauzon to en-
try-level contracts, the club
announced on Thursday.

DeBrusk, 19, has six goals
and 14 assists for 20 points
in 14 games for the Swift
Current Broncos of the
Western Hockey League this
season.

Senyshyn, 18, has notched
a team-leading 10 goals with
four assists for 14 points in 18
games for the Sault Ste.
Marie Greyhounds of the On-
tario Hockey League.

Lauzon, 18, has played in
18 games for the Rouyn-
Noranda Huskies of the Que-
bec Major Junior Hockey
League) and has three goals
and 22 assists for 25 points.

Fournette family under
investigation

The family of LSU run-

ning back Leonard Fournette
is under investigation for po-
tentially violating NCAA
rules that prohibit players
from benefiting off his name,
likeness or image.

LSU head coach Les Miles
said he is only beginning to
learn of the query launched
by the school at the behest of
the NCAA.

Fournette leads the FBS
with 1,383 yards rushing
this season and is featured
in the Tigers’ offense. Three
companies claim to have
provided steep discounts —
at least $20,000 apiece — to
build a website for BUGA
Nation apparel. That motto
is associated with Four-
nette.

— FROM WIRE REPORTS

Sports A.M.

“You judge a
quarterback by his
ability to get the ball
across the goal line,
win games and

provide leadership,
and Joe did all of those

things.”
COACH GABBY PRICE

HIGH
SCHOOL

FOOTBALL

Clark


