
RBIs and a .284 lifetime bat-
ting average. He has hit 445 of
his homers since joining the
Red Sox in 2003. His 447 home
runs as a designated hitter
are the most in history.

Ortiz stands third in fran-
chise history in home runs
behind Ted Williams (521)
and Carl Yastrzemski (452).
He ranks 27th on the all-time
home run list, just one away
from tying Hall of Famer
Eddie Murray.

“I’m really proud of what
I had accomplished through
the years,” Ortiz said. “I’m
very thankful for having
fans like you guys who have
supported me through my
career. I wish I could play
another 40 years to have you
guys behind me, but it
doesn’t work that way.”

Ortiz led the Red Sox to
three World Series champi-
onships in 2004, 2007 and
2013. He owns the best World
Series batting average (.455),
on-base percentage (.576)
and slugging percentage
(.795) for players in the Fall
Classic. He was named MVP
of the 2013 World Series.

“It is difficult to ade-
quately convey what David
Ortiz has meant to the Bos-
ton Red Sox,” Red Sox
owner John Henry said in a
statement. “For his team-
mates, he has been the one
constant force underpin-
ning what it means to play
for this organization and
making it fun. For the fans,
he has been the one consis-

tent force behind three
world championships, lift-
ing all of us on his broad
shoulders exactly when we
needed it. For the commu-
nity, he has been the hero
providing leadership off the
field in ways that consis-
tently make a difference
often completely unseen.
And for those of us who
have had the honor of know-
ing him all these years, he
has been exactly what you
hope to see in a man who
has been the face of this or-
ganization.

“As he concludes his il-
lustrious career in this, his
final season, we look for-
ward to joining everyone in
the game of baseball in
showing him just how much
Big Papi has meant to all of
us.”

New England Patriots
quarterback Tom Brady
said Ortiz will be greatly
missed.

“He’s given all of our fans

so much reason to cheer,”
Brady said Wednesday.
“He’s been an incredible
player. It’ll be sad to see
him go. I’ve got a lot of re-
spect for him and the way
that he’s always brought a
great leadership to his
team. He’s been a great ex-
ample.”

Ortiz’s base salary for the
2016 season is $11 million,
which became guaranteed
in August when he reached
425 plate appearances in
2015.

“David Ortiz transcends
numbers, home runs, and
wins,” said Red Sox presi-
dent Sam Kennedy. “He is
one of the game’s greatest
players — and greatest cham-
pions — and he has been
there for the city of Boston
through thick and thin every
step of the way. He has been
a pillar of our team and a pil-
lar of our city. We look for-
ward to a final season of rais-
ing our heads to the sky look-

ing for his long ball, and
watching him point to the
heavens when he arrives
home one final time.”
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“We knew we needed to do
it at some point, and we knew
Mattanawcook was one of the
top teams in our league,” re-
calledBertrand.“Eventhough
we jumped out to a lead, we
decided we were going to stick
with it and work with them.
We did some things different-
ly, but we needed to get them
some game reps because we
saw some games coming up
where we didn’t feel like we
were going to get that opportu-
nity.”

While Oak Hill has the
same record as MCI, fully half
of its 10 victories have been
decided by nine points or less.
That includes the Raiders’
13-10 Class D South semifinal
victory over Winthrop-Mon-
mouth and their 21-20 surviv-
al of Lisbon in the regional
championship game.

“They’ve had to fight,
fight, fight until the end in
at least two of their playoff
games.” said Bertrand. “I
know their Lisbon game
went right down to the end.”

But does Oak Hill’s fre-
quency of close battles give
it an advantage over an MCI
team whose narrowest vic-
tory this fall was a 41-20 de-
cision over Dexter in Week 7
of the regular season?

Bertrand doesn’t think so
but said the ultimate answer

will come on the artificial
turf of Morse Field.

“We’ve talked about it all
season,” he said. “We knew
that at some point in the
season we’re going to have
to play four quarters of foot-
ball, so we’ve worked to
make sure our kids are
ready for that both mentally
and physically.”

That preparation has in-
cluded creating pressurized
practice scenarios involving
time, downs and distance.

“Certainly it’s something
that until you get a chance to
do it in a game is an un-
known,” said Bertrand, “but I
have every confidence in the
world that our kids are ready
to play four quarters of foot-
ball if that’s what it takes.”

Such confidence likely
stems in great part from the
team’s collective mission
since the first day of pre-
season practices in August,
to finish off a championship
quest that came up a game
short just a year ago.

“We’ve got one goal in
mind,” said Bertrand.
“We’re proud to be LTC
champions and Northern
Maine champions, but it’s
not the ultimate goal.

“This is something we
want that we need to really
work hard to get from them.
We’re playing the defending
state champions, and they’re
not going to give it up easy, so
we’re anticipating four quar-
ters of football, for sure.”

working at the golf course
that year and turned pro in
2000. He received a degree in
marketing from the Univer-
sity of Maine in 2001.

“This is something I take

very seriously. We want to do
some great things in New
England as we have been for
a long time. We have a lot of
pride in our section, and
that’s what makes it so excit-
ing. I’m being entrusted with
the presidency among golf
pros who are rich in tradition
and want good things for the
game in our region,” he said.

ber of Team Grey at the 2015
USA Hockey Select 17 Nation-
al Development Camp, where
he registered four goals and
three assists in five games.

Gendron feels Pappalardo
will give the Bears a scoring
punch.

“There is no doubt in my
mind that his overall sense
and his instincts around the
net will lead to an outstand-
ing offensive career,” said
Gendron.

The eligibility of all stu-
dent-athletes is contingent
upon admission to the Uni-
versity of Maine and compli-
ance with all NCAA rules,
including registration with
the NCAA Clearinghouse.

The school sued the
NCAA over the policy, but
agreed in a 2007 settlement
to retire the name and logo if
it could not obtain support

from two namesake tribes.
One tribe approved, but the
second never voted.

The university prepared
to retire the name and logo,
but state lawmakers in 2011
approved a law requiring
the school to retain them
only to repeal the law in a
special session.

Nickname supporters then
gathered enough signatures
to force a statewide referen-
dum. After intense lobbying
on both sides, residents voted
in June 2012 to retire the nick-
name and logo.

The university went with
no nickname as part of a
transition.

STEVE MITCHELL | USA TODAY | FILES VIA REUTERS

Rockets fireMcHale after 4-7 start
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Houston Rockets
fired head coach Kevin
McHale on Wednesday after
a 4-7 start this season.

General manager Daryl
Morey also announced that
assistant J.B. Bickerstaff
will take over as interim
head coach. Houston hosts
the Portland Trail Blazers
on Wednesday night.

“The team was not re-
sponding to Kevin,” Morey
said Wednesday. “There is
no time in the West.

“It’s not just losing. It’s
not just 4-7. It’s the way
we’re losing, by how much,
by how the team is respond-
ing. It was tough. This is not
something we take lightly.
This is a decision we thought
about a long time. We knew
we were under the gun.”

The Rockets, with the
league’s second-worst defen-
sive team, are currently on a
four-game losing streak that

prompted a players-only
meeting on Tuesday morn-
ing, following a 111-95 loss to
the Boston Celtics on Mon-
day night.

“We were starting to ad-
dress some of the issues that
were the reason I was let
go,” McHale told the Hous-
ton Chronicle after his fir-
ing. “We just weren’t play-
ing with any juice, with any
rhythm. We haven’t been
able to get the problems
solved. We probably had
more meetings in last six
weeks than in my previous
four years here. It wasn’t
working.”

The 57-year-old McHale
signed a three-year contract
extension last December,
worth more than $12 million
guaranteed.

McHale, a Hall of Fame
player with the Celtics, was
hired by the Rockets before
the 2011-12 season. He was
193-130 overall with the
Rockets, including three

straight trips to the playoffs
and a loss in last season’s
Western Conference finals.

All-Star guard James
Harden is averaging 27.3
points for the Rockets, but
he is shooting only 37.2 per-
cent from the field and 26.2
percent on 3-pointers.

Rockets players praised
McHale during their playoff
run last season, calling him
a player’s coach.

“I felt like I was talking to
an actual player,” Harden
said in May. “Obviously he’s
won championships so he
knows what he’s talking
about. So my ears are just
locked in and focused in on
what he’s saying.”

Rockets owner Leslie Al-
exander said he is disap-
pointed in the team’s perfor-
mance so far this season.

“The team was obviously
not responding on offense,”
Alexander said. “On defense
we weren’t playing hard. It
continued for a while. I’ve

never seen my team play as
poorly and with less effort.
I’m not attributing it to the
coach. I had to do something.”

The general manager was
asked if Bickerstaff, who is
the son of former NBA head
coach Bernie Bickerstaff,
would be the coach for the
remainder of the season.

“J.B. is great with play-
ers, great with schemes, and
he’s been preparing for this
his whole life,” Morey told
USA TODAY Sports. “He ob-
viously has a great pedigree,
and was critical to our win-
ning over the last four years
with Kevin. He architected
the defense last year that
was top 10 overall and top
five when Dwight (Howard)
played. Job One, really, is
we’ve got to shore up our
defense, and I believe J.B.
can do it.

“J.B. is the interim head
coach and we believe in his
ability to turn this around
and lead us going forward.”

TROY TAORMINA | USA TODAY VIA REUTERS

Houston
Rockets head
coach Kevin

McHale reacts
after a play
against the
Los Angeles
Clippers in
Houston,
Texas, in

March 2014.
The Rockets
fired McHale

on Wednesday
after the team
made a stum-
bling 4-7 start
to the season,
replacing him
on an interim
basis with his
assistant J.B.
Bickerstaff.

Flutie losesparentsonsameday
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Former NFL and Boston
College quarterback Doug
Flutie’s parents died within
an hour of each other on
Wednesday morning.

The Heisman Trophy
winner wrote on Facebook
that his father, Richard
“Dick” Flutie, died of a heart
attack in the hospital fol-
lowed by his mother, Joan,
who also died of a heart at-
tack a short time later.

The couple had been mar-
ried 56 years.

“They say you can die of a
broken heart and I believe
it,” Flutie wrote. “I would
like to honor my parents for
all that they did throughout
my and my brothers’ and
sister’s lives. My parents
were always there for their
children, from the days my
Dad coached us as kids and
my Mom would work the
concession stands, through
to this morning.

“The most important
part of their 56 years of
marriage was providing op-
portunities to their chil-
dren. They were incredible
parents and grandparents
and my family and I will
miss them both.”

Flutie starred at Boston
College and went on to play
in the NFL, the Canadian
Football League and the
United States Football
League. His 12-year NFL
career included stops with

the New England Patriots,
Buffalo Bills, San Diego
Chargers and Chicago
Bears.

Flutie now works as a
broadcaster and is sched-
uled to be in the booth for
Saturday’s Boston College-
Notre Dame game in Fen-
way Park.

“Our hearts go out to the
Flutie family, all of whom
are in our prayers,” Boston
College tweeted Wednesday
afternoon.

Boston Red
Sox first base-
man David
Ortiz hits a
solo home run
during the
second inning
against the
Miami Marlins
in Miami, Flor-
ida, in August
2015. Ortiz
will retire
after the 2016
season.

Nominees sought for
top lineman awards

Nominations are being
accepted through Dec. 5 for
the 2015 Frank J. Gaziano
M e m o r i a l
O f f e n s i v e
and Defen-
sive Line-
man Awards.

T h e
awards, the largest high
school scholarships of their
kind in the country, are pre-
sented to the top high school
senior offensive and defen-
sive linemen in the state
based on their work on the
field, in the classroom and
in their communities.

Two winners will receive
$5,000 each and a trophy, and
four runners-up will receive
$1,000 each and a trophy.

Last year’s recipients were
Zach Davis of Windham and
Zordan Holman of Cheverus
High School in Portland.

The awards honor the
memory of the late Frank J.
Gaziano, who was a college
All-American and profes-
sional football player before

founding National Distribu-
tors Inc. in South Portland.

Toqualify forconsideration,
an applicant must be a high
school senior, have competed
at the varsity level for a mini-
mum of two years and have an
exemplary record of positive
athletic and nonathletic citi-
zenship. The submission of a
student essay and a game film
featuring the applicant com-
peting against his two toughest
competitors also are part of the
application process.

The awards selection
committee will choose final-
ists from across the state.
The award and scholarship
presentations to the Gaziano
Award winners will be an-
nounced during a lunch at
noon Saturday, Jan. 30, 2016,
at the Augusta Civic Center.

Players from all classes of
Maine’s high school football
are eligible for the scholarship
and are nominated by their
coaches. For applications and
nomination details, visit www.
gazianolinemanawards.org.
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