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“We’re a big-play offense,
but we’re now able to estab-
lish some drives offensively,
and defensively we can real-
ly buckle down and not give
up the big play as much as
we might have early on in
the season,” he said.

“The team trust is also
stronger than it was when
we started. We’ve got the
same 12 to 15 guys starting
on both sides of the ball, and
they really do depend on
each other and can count on
each other, and that’s devel-
oped during the course of
the season,” he said.

MCI runs multiple forma-
tions as does Oak Hill,
whose offensive sets range
from the double wing to the
spread.

The 10-0 Raiders had a
more competitive road back
to the state final. Five of
their wins were decided by
10 points or less, including a
13-10 South semifinal sur-
vival of Winthrop-Mon-
mouth and a 21-20 edging of
Lisbon it their regional
final.

Coach Stacen Doucette’s
club is led by senior quarter-
back Dalton Therrien, who
has completed 68 of 120 pass-

es for 1,297 yards with 17
touchdowns and one inter-
ception and rushed for 870
yards and 14 touchdowns on
100 carries.

“They’re very diverse of-
fensively, and they execute
their offense very well,” Ber-
trand said. “They’ve got a
quarterback who is the
highlight of their offense,
but he’s not their only offen-
sive threat. Up front they’re
really good technique-wise
at getting onto people and
moving the football. They
get into a lot of different
sets, they make you adjust
so they’re similar to us.”

Connor Elwell, the Raid-
ers’ leading tackler, is among
nine seniors in the team’s
defensive rotation who have
seen significant playing time
on the field since their sopho-
more seasons.

MCI is seeking its first
state championship since
1974 and has focused on that
goal since leaving the field
after last year’s title game.

“We’re proud to be LTC
champions and Northern
Maine champions, but it’s
not the ultimate goal,” said
Bertrand. “We’ve got this
one that we need to take care
of, and we want it pretty
bad. I know Oak Hill wants
it bad as well, so it’s going to
be a dogfight to see who gets
that gold ball.”

attack featuring Joe Esposito and
George Chaison-Lapine. Esposito
ranked second among Class A North
rushers during the regular season
with 1,057 yards while scoring 16
touchdowns, and he has added 426
more rushing yards and seven touch-
downs in playoff victories over Bangor
(56-7) and Windham (24-7).

Thornton Academy is seeking its
third state championship in the last
four years after topping Bonny Eagle
of Standish 24-14 in the Class A South
title game. The high-scoring Trojans
are led by senior quarterback Austin
McCrum, who will continue his career
next year at Lafayette College. Greg
Ruff has been a top running back for
Thornton Academy, contributing 276
yards on 27 carries to the win over
Bonny Eagle.

Class C: No. 2 Winslow Black
Raiders (10-0) vs. No. 1 Yarmouth
Clippers (10-0), 2:30 p.m.: Winslow
hasn’t moved from its central Maine
location, yet the Black Raiders’ streak
of four consecutive regional titles has
involved a variety of regional designa-
tions — Western Maine champions in
2012, Eastern Maine champions in 2013
and 2014, and now North champions
this year.

Winslow has relied offensively on a
relentless rushing attack that includes
halfback Nate St. Amand and fullback
Kenny Rickard, who combined for five
rushing touchdowns in last week’s 40-27
victory over Old Town in the North
final. St. Amand rushed for 331 yards in
that game, 262 in the second half.

Coach Mike Siviski’s club is riding a
21-game winning streak that includes
last November’s 62-14 state champion-
ship game victory over Leavitt of
Turner Center.

Yarmouth is coached by Jason Pel-
letier, a 1992 Winslow graduate who

played for the Black Raiders under
Siviski.

The Clippers are only four years re-
moved from back-to-back state titles in
2010 and 2010 under Jim Hartman, now
head coach at Class A North champion
Portland.

This year’s Yarmouth club edged
Wells 17-14 in the Class C South final
on a 37-yard field goal by Andrew Be-
atty with 2:17 left in the game. Quarter-
back John Thoma and versatile Jack
Snyder are two of the Clippers’ promi-
nent offensive threats, but leading
rusher Cody Cook suffered an appar-
ent knee injury against Wells, and his
availability for the state final is un-
known.

Class B: No. 1 Brunswick Drag-
ons (9-1) vs. No. 3 Marshwood
Hawks (9-2), 6 p.m.: Marshwood of
South Berwick rolled to a 44-18 win
over Brunswick in last year’s state
contest, but the Hawks were the lone
finalist this year not to earn a first-
round postseason bye.

Coach Alex Rostko’s club responded
with three straight South playoff victo-

ries, capitalizing on five turnovers by
top-ranked Falmouth to score a 48-22
win in the regional final. The Hawks’
ground-oriented offense is by quarter-
back Cole McDaniel and running back
Zach Doyon, who rushed for 101 yards
and three touchdowns against Fal-
mouth.

While Marshwood is playing in its
third state final in the last four years
— the Hawks fell to Mt. Blue of Farm-
ington 44-42 in 2012 — Brunswick is
seeking its first state title since shar-
ing the Class B crown with Madison in
1963.

Coach Dan Cooper’s Dragons
avenged their lone loss of the fall by
defeating Brewer 49-0 in the North
final as senior quarterback Thomas
Hanson completed six of seven first-
half passes for 128 yards and four
touchdowns, two each to Corban Teal
and Jackson Gordon.

Senior Will Bessey, one of the state’s
top rushers, was injured late in the
first half of that contest, and his health
will be a key factor for Brunswick in
its state championship game rematch.

Mass. proposes new
ban on fantasy sports
BY SCOTT MALONE
REUTERS

BOSTON, Massachusetts
— The state of Massachusetts
would prohibit people under
the age of 21 from playing paid
fantasy sports games under a
proposed set of regulations for
the fast-growing, multibillion-
dollar industry laid out on
Thursday by state Attorney
General Maura Healey.

The proposals would also
ban fantasy competitions
based on college sports, pro-
hibit promotions of paid fan-
tasy sports on high school and
college campuses and bar pro-
fessional athletes, agents and
others connected to pro sports
from taking part in paid fan-
tasy contests related to their
sports.

The fantasy sports busi-
ness, led by DraftKings and
FanDuel, has drawn increas-
ing regulatory scrutiny over
the past few weeks with state
regulatory officials debating
whether the paid daily games
are gambling.

“These are games that you
carry around with you in your
pocket and lose money at the
touch of a button,” said Heal-
ey, who served as co-captain of
Harvard’s basketball team
and went on to play two years
of professional basketball in
Europe. “This is an important
step to protect consumers
here in Massachusetts.”

The approach is more re-
strained than that taken by
New York state, whose attor-
ney general on Tuesday
sought a court injunction to
shut down DraftKings and
FanDuel, calling the games

“plainly illegal.”
Healey said it is unclear

whether the contests are ille-
gal under state law and noted
that other state authorities,
including the legislature or
gaming commission, could
take other steps to rein in the
games in Massachusetts. The
state has the ninth largest
population of fantasy sports
players, according to a survey
by Eilers Research.

Representatives of DraftK-
ings and FanDuel did not im-
mediately respond to requests
for comment.

Modern fantasy sports
started in 1980 and have mush-
roomed online. Participants
typically create teams that
span an entire season in pro-
fessional sports, including
American football, baseball,
basketball and hockey.

Daily fantasy sports, a tur-
bocharged version of the sea-
son-long game, have devel-
oped over the past decade.
Players draft teams in games
played in just one evening or
over a weekend.

Healey, a Democrat, and
Massachusetts Governor
Charlie Baker, a Republican,
have differed on whether the
games are gambling or con-
tests of skill. Baker last week
said he played a free version of
Boston-based DraftKings
game on his cell phone and
concluded it was a game of
skill.

Nevada, home to the United
States’ gambling capital Las
Vegas, last month ordered fan-
tasy sports operations to cease
operating in the state, deter-
mining that they were unli-
censed gambling.

Nationals’ Harper, Jays’ DonaldsonwinMVPs
REUTERS

Bryce Harper of the Na-
tional League’s Washington
Nationals became the
youngest unanimous win-
ner of a Major League Base-
ball Most Valuable Player
award, joining Josh Donald-
son of the American
League’s Toronto Blue Jays
in claiming 2015 MVP hon-
ors on Thursday.

Harper, who was 22 at the
end of the National League
regular season when the vote
was taken, received all 30
first-place votes from Base-

ball Writers’ Association of
America members after bat-
ting .330, slugging 42 home
runs and driving in 99.

The left-handed hitting
outfielder, MLB’s Rookie of
the Year in 2012, also be-
came the first MVP to win
representing a Washington
franchise, including two in-
carnations of the American
League Washington Sena-
tors.

Donaldson, traded to To-
ronto by the Oakland Athlet-
ics before the season,
thrived with the Blue Jays,
helping them end a 22-year

absence in the postseason by
claiming the American
League East crown.

The third
b a s e m a n
clouted 41
home runs,
drove in 123
runs for the
h i g h - p o w -
ered Toronto
attack, and
batted .297.

“It’s amaz-
ing,” Donaldson, 29, told
MLB TV. “I have to thank
my teammates.

“Honestly, our team was

so great, I was very blessed
to be in the situation I was
put in and I’m very thankful

and I felt like
I was able to
take advan-
tage of a lot
of the oppor-
tunities that
were put in
front of me.”

H a r p e r ,
sidelined in
previous sea-

sons due to injuries suffered
through his aggressive play
in the outfield, enjoyed an
injury-free season in 2015.

“To be on the field, that’s
the main goal,” Harper said.

“I want to be able to do the
things I can for my city, my
town and that’s DC. Do the
things every single day that
I can to give back to them.”

Finishing second in the
AL was Mike Trout, who
was 23 when he won the 2014
MVP Award. The Angels’
Trout has finished runner-
up in his three other major
league seasons.

Lorenzo Cain of the World
Series champion Kansas
City Royals was third.

Paul Goldschmidt of the

Arizona Diamondbacks was
second to Harper, with Cin-
cinnati Reds’ Joey Votto
third.

Harper, whose fiery on-
field persona has made him
a target for opposing fans,
said that fuels his perfor-
mance.

“I enjoy getting booed
when I go to places,” Harper
said. “And it makes me
thrive, it makes me play
well.

“I’m excited about what’s
in the future for DC. Very
excited to get going again
next year.”

Harper Donaldson

McCarthydownplaysRodgers’ shoulder
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

GREEN BAY, Wisconsin —
Head coach Mike McCarthy
said quarterback Aaron Rodg-
ers is healthy and
the Green Bay
Packers have no
concern over his status for
Sunday’s NFC North game
with the Minnesota Vikings.

Still, Rodgers showed up on
the team’s injury report
Thursday.

Rodgers was limited with
a bruised throwing shoulder
on Wednesday but looked
good, McCarthy said, in
Thursday’s workout. Rodg-
ers insisted after Sunday’s
disappointing outcome that
he’s not “worried about the
confidence level of this foot-
ball team.”

But many on the outside
are wondering about the
psyche of the face of the fran-
chise. The enduring struggles

for Green Bay’s offense as it
faced a nondescript Lions de-
fense featured an assortment
of bad throws from Rodgers
and also at least a half-dozen
dropped passes.

Rodgers asserted he’s
healthy after he set career
highs for completions (35) and
pass attempts (61).

“I’m a little sore right now,
but I’ll be good to go in a cou-
ple of days,” said Rodgers,
who was sacked three times.

As for the shortcomings on
offense, which didn’t score a
touchdown until less than six
minutes were left in the fourth
quarter after Detroit built a
12-3 lead?

“We had some opportuni-
ties, I missed some throws,
and we missed some opportu-
nities to convert and put some
more points on the board,”
Rodgers said. “We needed 19
points to win. You would ex-
pect us at home to score 19.”

JetsQBFitzpatricktostart
againstTexans

New York Jets quarter-
back Ryan Fitzpatrick will
start Sunday’s game against
the Houston Texans just nine
days after having surgery on
his left thumb.

Fitzpatrick underwent the
procedure to repair a torn
ligament in his nonthrowing
hand. He said he will wear a
protective glove and be
mindful of the stitches when
he faces his former team.

“I don’t know how long
they will be in,” Fitzpatrick
told reporters of the stitches.
“Just any time they open you
up, infection is a big concern,
so just keeping everything
clean — that is one of the main
things we are kind of keeping
an eye on.

“I don’t think (the pain) will
go away. But as the season
will be going on, I will be get-
ting better.”

Fitzpatrick said he is cur-
rently feeling more pain
than before the surgery. He
said that is due to the fact
surgeons sliced his hand
open to do the procedure.

Not rating as painful is
seeing the Texans, who dis-
carded him after last season
and traded him to Jets last
offseason for a conditional
late-round draft choice.

Fitzpatrick said he has no
issues with what Houston
did.

“I have been on enough
teams now that you don’t
hold grudges, but it plays
into it,” Fitzpatrick said.
“The fact that they didn’t
necessarily want me at the
end of the year plays into
it a little bit for me from
that personal standpoint,
but it is not a big thing
other than we are trying to
win a game and get back
on track.

BENNY SIEU | USA TODAY

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers reacts after an incomplete pass in the fourth quarter during the game
against the Detroit Lions at Lambeau Field on Sunday. The Lions beat the Packers 18-16.

MICHAEL C. YORK | BDN

MCI running back Willie Moss (right) is brought down just
short of the goal line by Mattanawcook Academy’s Zach
Leet in the first half of the Class D North regional final last
Friday in Pittsfield. MCI won 45-0 and will play Oak Hill for
the state title Friday night in Orono.

BDN FILE

Winslow’s Ken Rickard (center) pushes through Leavitt players for yardage
during Winslow’s state-title win last November in Orono. Richard will lead Win-
slow in this year’s state final against Yarmouth on Saturday in Portland.
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