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After a stop in the Xfinity
Series next season, he is ex-
pected to be quickly promot-
ed to the Sprint Cup by Joe
Gibbs Racing.

Earlier this year, Dale
Earnhardt Jr., 41, said that
Gordon’s decision to retire at
age 44 was not a surprise and
that he expects others to re-
tire in their mid-forties.
Three-time champion Tony
Stewart has already added
his name to the list, announc-
ing his retirement at the end
of the 2016 season at the age
of 45. Another nearing that
benchmark is the 2003 cham-
pion Matt Kenseth, who is 43.

Stalwarts Kevin Harvick,

who finished second to
Busch in this year’s champi-
onship after winning it last
year, and six-time champion
Jimmie Johnson are still in
their “NASCAR prime” at
age 40.

One thing that might help
younger drivers in the 2016
season is the arrival of the
low downforce package to be
used on the intermediate
speedways. All drivers will
be adapting to the new rules
package, which may benefit
those who are not used to
any other approach. Stew-
art’s difficult season in 2015
was a tribute, in part, to cars
with less downforce — and
there will be less still next
season.

Will the new package pro-
duce better racing as intend-
ed by NASCAR and en-

dorsed by manufacturers,
teams and drivers? The most
important endorsee is Good-
year Tire & Rubber Co. Un-
like in 2015, Goodyear is pre-
pared to test extensively
with the new low downforce
cars to produce new tires
that work well with them.
When the company was able
to test prior to this year’s
experiment with lower
downforce at the Darlington
Raceway, the result was
more overtaking.

The fact NASCAR has bet-
ter data on how to adjust
front splitters, the radiator
pans and rear spoilers to get
the best balance for cars,
coupled with testing by
Goodyear, should produce
more interesting races on
the tracks that comprise the
majority of the schedule.

Diversity as well as youth
is also on the doorstep of
NASCAR’s premier series.
This year, two graduates of
the sanctioning body’s di-
versity program competed
for the rookie of the year
honors in the Xfinity Series.
African-American Darrell
“Bubba” Wallace Jr. was
edged for the rookie honors
by Mexican Daniel SuÃ¡rez.
The two drivers, along with
Buescher, are candidates to
eventually move up to the
Sprint Cup despite a field
crowded with talent.

the man advantage, scoring
a power-play goal each
night.

The goals by Swavely and
Vesey came 7:09 apart on Sat-
urday to turn a 1-1 tie into a
3-1 lead. Vesey’s came on the
power play after Swavely’s
shorthanded tally.

Both said it was a relief to
finally break through.

“It’s big to get that monkey

off your back. I can stop wor-
ryingabout it. It’saconfidence
builder,” said Swavely, who
hadn’t scored since a 5-3 win
over Merrimack on Feb. 14.

“I’d be lying if I said [the
drought] wasn’t bothering me.
I just tried to stay positive.
Hopefully, I’ll get on a roll like
I did last year after I scored my
first one,” said Vesey, whose
last goals came when he had
three in a 6-3 win over North-
eastern on Feb. 21.

Swavely had eight goals
last season, and Vesey had
10.

work with current trainer
Marcus Davis at Team
Irish MMA Fitness Acade-
my in Brewer will boost his
return to light heavy-
weight.

“Marcus talks about
being a machine gun rath-
er than a single-shot shot-
gun,” Boetsch said. “I’m
training to push hard for 15
minutes, to throw punches,
get takedowns and go after
submissions the whole
time. I don’t feel like I re-
ally achieved that as a light
heavyweight before be-
cause I never pushed my-
self as hard as I needed to.
Certainly that has changed.
I’m confident I can go hard
the whole fight now, and
that will make the differ-
ence with me.”

Boetsch (18-9) will attempt
to end a two-match slide in
2015 after falling via second-
round submission to Thales
Leites in January — though
he did earn a $50,000 Fight of
the Night bonus — and by a
first-round knockout by Dan
Henderson in a main-event
bout in New Orleans in
June.

Boetsch spent the sum-
mer with his family in Sun-
bury, Pennsylvania, work-
ing at his landscaping busi-
ness, staying in shape, wait-
ing for his next fight and re-
flecting on his stunning

28-second loss to the legend-
ary Henderson.

“I’ve tried to replay it a
million times in my head,
but for whatever reason I
never saw the punch,” he
said. “I never saw it coming.
I trained to slip out of the
way of that right hand. Ev-
erybody and his brother
knows that’s what he throws
and I was looking for it,
trust me, but it found it’s
way through and I paid the
price.”

Boetsch’s most recent
bouts typically have been
more slugfests than scientif-
ic battles, and he expects
nothing different from Her-
man (23-11, 1 NC).

“He’s pretty proficient at
everything he needs to be to
be effective as a fighter, and

he’s one of those guys who
doesn’t mind standing in
there and throwing down
and putting on a show on
for everybody,” Boetsch
said.

“If that happens, I’m not
going to say I’ll be feeling
sorry for him because I
won’t, but I’ll be happy to be
in that exchange with him.”

Boetsch plans to return to
middleweight after fighting
Herman, and hopes his Bos-
ton debut will be the spring-
board for a successful 2016.
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UFC middleweight Tim Boetsch prepares to strike a shield
held by coach Marcus Davis in April at Team Irish MMA Fit-
ness Academy in Brewer.
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