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The otherManning shows his comedic side
BY SAM FARMER
LOS ANGELES TIMES

There’s not a lot of levity
coming from quarterbacks
Peyton and Eli Manning
these days. Not with Peyton
sidelined for Denver by foot
and rib cage injuries, and
Eli’s New York Giants hold-
ing a wafer-thin lead in the
muddled NFC East.

So leave it to Cooper Man-
ning to lighten the mood.

Cooper, 41, the eldest of
the three Manning brothers,
is the football family’s born
comedian, even with Peyton
hamming it up on “Saturday
Night Live,” and Eli with
his Catskills comb-over in
those DirecTV ads.

While his brothers toil
away at their high-profile
jobs, Cooper is trying his
hand at TV with a semi-reg-
ular two-minute segment on
Fox’s NFL pregame show.
The bit is called “The Coo-
per Manning Hour (minus
58 minutes)” and features

him conducting irreverent
interviews with some of the
game’s bigger stars.

“I’ve always enjoyed mak-
ing people laugh, or at least
trying to,” said Cooper, who
majored in broadcast jour-
nalism at the University of
Mississippi. “I’m pretty
comfortable with a micro-
phone in my hand.”

Here Cooper is, getting a
manicure and pedicure with
Carolina quarterback Cam
Newton. There he is hook-
ing up Atlanta quarterback
Matt Ryan to a lie detector
and peppering him with
questions such as, “What’s
your Social Security num-
ber?” and “How much of the
playbook is actually just:
Throw to Julio?”

And who is that outside
the St. Elmo’s Steakhouse in
Indianapolis, forming a two-
man picket line with Colts
kicker Adam Vinatieri, pro-
testing the new, longer
PATs? You guessed it.

“The goal wasn’t to do

comedy, but just to make it
fun,” Manning said. “If it
happens to be funny, great.
But at least it’s showing a
side of these players that
they wouldn’t be able to dis-
play otherwise. I give them
free rein. I say, ‘Look, I’m
going to come at you and
you’re not going to know
what’s coming. You can be
mean to me, you can laugh,
you can tell me it’s not
funny. You can do whatever
you want. We’ll make you
look better than me at the
end of the day. Your parents
will be proud.’”

This isn’t Manning’s full-
time gig. A New Orleans
resident, he’s a father of
three and a partner at an
energy investment bank.
After years of part-time
radio work, he decided to
check out TV and pitched
his idea to ESPN and Fox
before deciding on the latter
network.

“People said if you want
to do straight sports, ESPN

is the spot,” he said. “If you
want to be on the fringe and
maybe have it turn into
something that isn’t just
sports, Fox is probably the
place.”

Manning has been work-
ing with Fox producer Don
Bui. They come up with a
theme for an interview —
going to a pumpkin patch in
Halloween costumes with
New York Jets center Nick
Mangold, for instance —
then leave lots of room for
improvisation. A lot of the
brainstorming happens in a
weekly email exchange
Manning has with a group of
his high school pals.

“Cooper’s not afraid to
laugh at himself,” Bui said.
“Not a lot of people in this
business are as self-depre-
cating as he is. He very
much wants people to be
laughing at him, as opposed
to laughing at the players.”

The character Manning
plays is a guy who thinks
he’s just on the fringe of su-

perstardom, someone who
truly understands the plight
of the likes of NFL icons. In
the Newton bit, for instance,
while the two are relaxing
in spa chairs with cucumber
slices over their eyes, Man-
ning eases back and says,
“We’ve got it all figured out,
Cam … . Two SEC legends
right here.”

Manning, an all-state re-
ceiver at Isidore Newman
School in New Orleans, had
a full scholarship to play
football at Ole Miss, his fa-
ther Archie’s alma mater,
but his career was cut short
by a dangerous degenerative
spinal condition. He has re-
sidual weakness on the right
side of his body.

Cooper stands 6-foot-4 and
his looks are unmistakably
Manning. Although he’s a
dead ringer for Eli, he sounds
like Peyton. He’s often con-
fused for both of them.

One case of mistaken
identity came in the wee
hours in Knoxville, Tenn.,

the night before one of Pey-
ton’s college games.

“I was in a downtown bar
and had a big Scotch,” Coo-
per recalled. “Some ol’ coun-
try guy in a Tennessee
sweatshirt comes up to me
and goes, ‘Peyton? (His voice
rising) Gol-ly! You gotta
game to play tomorrow!’”

“Don’t worry,” the big
brother/impostor said.
“We’re just playing Ken-
tucky.”

So far, Manning has done
eight of the segments, in-
cluding ones with a couple
of his brothers’ teammates:
Giants receiver Odell Beck-
ham Jr. and Broncos line-
backer Von Miller. On his
wish list are Houston defen-
sive tackle Vince Wilfork,
and Green Bay quarterback
Aaron Rodgers.

As for interviewing his
brothers?

“I’m going to wait till I get
really big before I do them,”
Cooper said. “Because
they’ll charge me.”

Broncos hand Pats their first loss
BY DENNIS GEORGATOS
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

DENVER, Colorado —
Recognizing the run play
that was called likely would
go nowhere
against the
New England
Patriots’ defensive align-
ment, Denver Broncos quar-
terback Brock Osweiler au-
dibled to a different one. The
result was electric.

Running back C.J. Ander-
son broke loose through the
snow for a game-winning,
48-yard touchdown run, and
the Broncos rallied to beat
New England 30-24 in over-
time Sunday night, handing
the Patriots their first loss of
the season.

“The run that we had
called was no good,” Oswei-
ler said. “I just checked to
the second play. It was a
check we had worked on in
practice all week. Our line
did a hell of a job, and C.J.
did the rest.”

Denver’s defense set up the
Broncos’ final drive by stop-
ping quarterback Tom Brady
and the Patriots (10-1) on the
first possession of overtime.

Anderson shook free
from a couple of Patriots

defenders en route to the
decisive score, raising Den-
ver’s record to 9-2.

“We needed a big play to
try to bring this game home,”
said Denver wide receiver
Andre Caldwell, who caught
a key touchdown pass from
Osweiler in the final minutes
of regulation. “When I saw
him in the open field, I knew
he was gone. And the fans
went crazy. That was the
wildest I’ve seen this place in
a long time.”

Osweiler, making his sec-
ond career start in place of
injured Peyton Manning,
was 23 of 42 for 270 yards
with a touchdown pass. He
was intercepted once.

Brady completed 23 of 42
for 280 yards, connecting
with running back Brandon
Bolden and tight ends Scott
Chandler and Rob
Gronkowski for touch-
downs. Gronkowski (six
catches, 88 yards) took a
hard hit trying to make a
catch with just under three
minutes remaining and was
carted off the field with a
knee injury.

Gronkowski was diag-
nosed with a knee sprain
Monday and may be side-
lined for two weeks.

“We’ll keep fighting,”
Brady said. “We lost tonight,
it was tough game, come on
the road, we had a good lead.
We just didn’t make a couple
of plays in the fourth quar-
ter. It’s tough to win, and
when you lose good players,
it hurts. It always hurts to
lose. We had plenty of oppor-
tunities to win, and we’ll try
to get back to work this
week.”

Some conclusions about
the Patriots from the game:

— No team in the league
has been more resilient in
dealing with injuries this
season than the Patriots.
However, there continues to
be a drumbeat of ailments
for the team, and it is bounds
to exact a toll, particularly
on offense. The Patriots
came into the Denver game
missing wide receivers
Danny Amendola and Ju-
lian Edelman and tight end
Michael Williams. Late in
the game, they lost their big-
gest receiving weapon,
Gronkowski, to a knee inju-
ry. Their track record says
they will find a way to deal
with it, but it is going to be
another challenge if he is
out for the next two games.

— Even though the Patri-

ots lost, Stephen Gostkowski
deserves recognition as one
of the game’s top placekick-
ers in the clutch. He drilled a
47-yard field goal with no
time left in regulation to
send the game into overtime.
The kick came amid snowfall
and was reminiscent of the
field goal Adam Vinatieri
made for the Patriots in a
snowy 2001 playoff victory
against the Oakland Raiders.

— The Patriots’ running
game, which also has been
hit by injuries this season,
was limited to 39 yards on 19
carries. LeGarrette Blount
was hemmed in by the Bron-
cos’ defensive front, carry-
ing nine times for 27 yards.
The ineffectiveness of the
rushing attack made the Pa-
triots’ offense more defensi-
ble for the Broncos.

GAME NOTES: The Pa-
triots came in ranked first
in the league in points al-
lowed, and the opposition
averaged 14 points over the
previous four games. The
Broncos more than doubled
that output. However, it
should be noted that the Pa-
triot lost one of their key
linebackers, Dont’a Hight-
ower, to injury during the
game.
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CHRIS HUMPHREYS | USA TODAY

Denver Broncos quarterback Brock Osweiler (right) and running back C.J. Anderson celebrate during the second half
against the New England Patriots at Sports Authority Field at Mile High on Sunday night. The Broncos won 30-24 in
overtime.

Roethlisbergerwill proceedwith concussion protocol
BY RAY FITTIPALDO
PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE

Steelers quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger is going to
continue to proceed through
the NFL’s con-
cussion proto-
col and will be
evaluated as the week pro-
gresses, but the team has not
yet announced that he has a
concussion. Linebacker
Ryan Shazier has been diag-
nosed with a concussion and
must go through the proto-
col before he can return to
play.

It is believed Roethlis-
berger was injured late in
the fourth quarter when Se-
attle defensive end Michael
Bennett struck him in the
head with his helmet. Ben-
nett was penalized 15 yards

for the foul, but Roethlis-
berger remained in the
game for eight more plays
before he self-reported the
symptoms to Steelers doc-
tors after the drive ended.

Roethlisberger did not
lead the Steelers’ final drive.
Backup Landry Jones came
on to finish the game. Roeth-
lisberger did not speak with
reporters after the game.

If Roethlisberger is not di-
agnosed with a concussion
his return to play will be a
quicker process than Shazi-
er’s. If a player passes his
initial exam and is not diag-
nosed with a concussion fol-
low-up exams are conducted
at the discretion of the
team’s medical staff.

However, once a player
such as Shazier is diagnosed
with a concussion they must

pass five steps before re-
turning to play as laid out in
the NFL’s head, neck and

spine committee’s protocols
for returning to play after
concussions.

JOE NICHOLSON | USA TODAY

Pittsburgh Steelers head coach Mike Tomlin (left) and quar-
terback Ben Roethlisberger wait for a replay during the
fourth quarter against the Seattle Seahawks at CenturyLink
Field on Sunday. Seattle defeated Pittsburgh, 39-30.
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MiamiDolphins fire
offensive coordinator
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Miami Dolphins fired
offensive coordinator Bill
Lazor on
Monday fol-
lowing the
38-20 loss to
the New
York Jets.

Zac Tay-
lor, the
team’s quar-
t e r b a c k s
coach, will
take over
play-calling
duties for
the remainder of the season.
Taylor is in his fourth sea-
son with the Dolphins and
his third as the team’s quar-
terbacks coach.

In addition, the Dolphins
promoted Phil McGeoghan
to wide receivers coach. He
has been assistant wide re-
ceivers coach since 2012.

The Dolphins have lost
four of their last five games
to drop to 4-7, scoring 20 or
fewer points in all five.

The Dolphins have al-
ready fired coach Joe Phil-
bin and defensive coordi-
nator Kevin Coyle this sea-
son.

The initial surge felt by
the promotion of interim
coach Dan Campbell has all
but disappeared. Any
chance Campbell had of re-
taining the job on a perma-
nent basis may have disap-
peared Sunday.

The loss all but ensured
the Dolphins will miss the
playoffs for the seventh
straight season and for the
13th time in the last 14 sea-
sons. Miami missed the
playoffs just 15 times total
from its inaugural season in
1966 through 2001.

Quarterback Ryan Tanne-
hill has struggled over the
last five games. He finished
33-of-58 passing for 351
yards, with three touch-
downs and one interception
on Sunday. He threw for just
83 yards in the first half.

Falcons expect Freeman,
Hester back vs. Bucs

The Atlanta Falcons could
receive a double boost
against the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers this Sunday with
the return of running back
Devonta Freeman and re-

turn specialist Devin Hes-
ter.

Freeman is expected to
clear the league concussion
protocol program by the
middle of the week, accord-
ing to Falcons coach Dan
Quinn.

Hester, who hasn’t played
this season
because of a
turf toe in-
jury, is eli-
gible to be
activated for
S u n d a y ’ s
game.

H e s t e r
been practic-
ing with the
team for the
past two
weeks, field-
ing kicks
and punts.

H e s t e r ,
formerly of
the Chicago
B e a r s ,
played 2014
with the Falcons. Last sea-
son, he played in 16 games
with one start, and had 38
catches for 504 yards and
two touchdowns. Hester
also led the NFL in yards
per punt with 13.3, number
of kickoff/punt returns
(63), and combined kick
and punt yards with 1,368
yards.

Eric Weems has been re-
turning kicks and punt this
season for the Falcons.

Giants expect G Schwartz
to be placed on IR

New York Giants coach
Tom Coughlin said Monday
he expects guard Geoff
Schwartz will be lost for the
rest of the season with a leg
fracture.

Schwartz left Sunday’s
20-14 loss to the Washington
Redskins in the first quar-
ter.

“No, but it’s not good,”
Coughlin said Monday of
the injury to Schwartz. “He
has a fracture above the
plate on his leg. I’m sure
he’ll have to be put on IR.”

Schwartz held out hope
on Twitter that he would be
able to return to the team
this season.

“Fracture is an ugly word.
Might not be season ending.
I hope not. We will see,”
Schwartz tweeted.
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Yankees outfielder
heading to Red Sox

Veteran outfielder Chris
Young has reached an agree-
ment on a
multiyear
c o n t r a c t
with the
Boston Red Sox, according
to an ESPN report.

The deal, first reported by
FoxSports.com, would give
the Red Sox an established
backup to young outfielders
Mookie Betts, Jackie Brad-
ley Jr. and Rusney Castillo.
Betts is the only one of the
three to put up consistently
strong offensive numbers,
and Bradley and Castillo
could still be used in a trade
as new Boston Red Sox Pres-
ident Dave Dombrowski
seeks to bring in a quality
starting pitcher.

Young, 32, has a .235 ca-
reer average with 169 home
runs in 10 major league sea-

sons spent with the Arizona
Diamondbacks, Oakland
Athletics, New York Mets
and New York Yankees.

The right-handed hitting
Young hit 14 home runs last
season with the Yankees
and had a team-best .972 on
base plus slugging percent-
age against left-handed
pitching.

“We love Chris Young,”
Yankees general manager
Brian Cashman told the
New York Daily News. “He
did a great job for us. Once
we acquired [Aaron] Hicks,
that was it [for trying to re-
sign Young].”

Last season, Young played
76 games in right field, 55 in
left and 15 in center.

The Red Sox have not con-
firmed the deal with Young,
who still must pass a physi-
cal.
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