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rank among the bottom
half in the league. Not only
have the Eagles surren-
dered five touchdown pass-
es apiece to Tampa Bay’s
Jameis Winston and De-
troit’s Matthew Stafford,
but starting cornerback
Nolan Carroll suffered an
ankle injury in last week’s
loss. Running back DeMar-
co Murray has only one
100-yard game while sec-
ond-year wideout Jordan
Matthews has a team-high
58 catches.

ABOUT THE PATRI-
OTS (10-1): New England
remains in the driver’s
seat for the top seed in
the AFC and can clinch
its seventh consecutive
AFC East title with a vic-
tory and a loss by the
New York Jets. Brady,
who has thrown for 28

scoring passes against
only four interceptions,
is missing 138 catches
and 16 TDs with the ab-
sences of Gronkowski
and Edelman.

The veteran quarter-
back hopes third-leading
receiver Amendola (49
receptions) will return
after sitting out last
weekend’s loss. Starting
linebackers Hightower
and Collins were limited
in practice Thursday for
a defense yielding 19.3
points.

EXTRA POINTS: Phil-
adelphia has lost consecu-
tive games by at least 28
points for the first time
since 1971. … Brady, who
is 4-0 versus the Eagles,
needs one TD pass to move
pass Dan Marino (420) for
sole possession of third
place on the all-time list.
... Bradford has eight TD
passes and zero intercep-
tions in his last four
games against AFC foes.

Women
Continued from Page B5

Patriots
Continued from Page B5

feelings about Sacramento. I
just want to beat them every
time we play.”

Thomas added nine as-
sists, six rebounds and four
steals and played 32 min-
utes. He has played four
games against the team that
drafted him with the 30th
pick in the 2011 draft, and he
is averaging 16.8 points and
5.5 assists in those contests.

The other guard facing
his former team did not
have nearly the same night.

Rondo, who played his
first eight-plus seasons with
Boston and is currently the

NBA’s assist leader in his
first campaign with the
Kings, barked several times
at referee Bill Kennedy in
the third quarter and was
ejected with 6:30 to go in the
period. He finished with
only five points and eight
assists in 24 minutes.

In Rondo’s only previous
performance against his for-
mer team, he scored 29
points for the Dallas Maver-
icks, making five 3-pointers
in a 109-91 win on Jan. 2.
Rondo played 48 games for
Dallas after being dealt by
the Celtics last season, then
signed a one-year, $9.5 mil-
lion free agent contract with
Sacramento.

“No excuses,” Rondo told
reporters in Mexico during

the week, as reported by the
Globe. “I don’t really live in
the past.”

Kings center DeMarcus
Cousins grabbed Rondo
after the guard tried to get at
Kennedy following his ejec-
tion, possibly saving a sus-
pension. The move was
Cousins’ best of the contest,
on a night he scored only 16
points on 4-for-17 shooting.
He also had turned over the
ball four times.

Bradley and forward Jae
Crowder each scored 20
points for the Celtics, and
Boston shot 47 percent from
the field. Boston also held
Sacramento to a season-low
scoring output in the first
half.

Forward Rudy Gay scored

18 points to pace the Kings,
who were without forward
Omri Casspi. The team’s
best 3-point shooter (45 per-
cent), Casspi did not play
because of a bout with gas-
troenteritis.

Bradley hit back-to-back
3-pointers to start the third
quarter as the Celtics used a
12-2 run to go up 69-46 with
6:58 left. Rondo was ejected a
short time later, and the
game never was close again.

Kings center Willie Cau-
ley-Stein sustained an open
dislocation of his right
index finger late in the
fourth quarter. After evalu-
ation by doctors on site, it
was determined he will
miss approximately 4-6
weeks of action.

touchdowns and also scored
on a 17-yard scramble for
Green Bay, which rallied from
a 20-point deficit. He was inter-
cepted once.

Richard Rodgers caught
eight passes for 146 yards for
Green Bay, which had its 56-
game streak of scoring in the
first half snapped.

“All I saw was the dude
catching the ball,” Lions cor-
nerback Darius Slay said of

the final play. “Limited words,
I don’t know what to say. I’m
just in shock mode.”

Quarterback Matthew Staf-
ford threw two early touch-
down passes for the Lions (4-8),
who nearly swept the Packers
for the first time in 24 years.

“When they were awarded
the extra play, it kind of hit
me,” Lions running back
Ameer Abdullah said. “I was
like, ‘Really?’ I know how the
Hail Mary stuff goes. Nowa-
days, it’s more probable that
they catch it than it gets batted
down.”

Lions wide receiver Calvin

Johnson caught his 15th ca-
reer touchdown pass against
Green Bay, a record for a
Packers opponent, while De-
troit kicker Matt Prater added
three field goals.

Prater’s 34-yard field goal
with 8:54 left in the third quar-
ter gave Detroit a 20-0 lead.

The Packers needed good
fortune to finally break
through during their ensuing
possession. Running back
James Starks fumbled at the
Lions’ 5-yard-line, but the ball
bounced forward, and wide
receiver Randall Cobb
pounced on it in the end zone.

Green Bay scored again
with 4:06 left in the quarter
after forcing a Stafford turn-
over. Rodgers found Adams
over the middle for an 8-yard
score to make it 20-14.

Prater’s 42-yard field goal
restored a two-score lead for
the Lions with 7:06 left. The
Packers responded with Rodg-
ers’ rushing touchdown with
3:04 remaining.

The Packers didn’t get the
ball back until 23 seconds re-
mained. However, the Detroit
penalty extended the game,
and the Rodgers duo did the
rest.
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from the floor, but also
committed seven of their
12 turnovers in the period.

Gustafsson made a
3-pointer in the first min-
ute of the third quarter to
push UMaine’s lead to 26-
20, but it was pretty much
all downhill after that.

Claudia Ortiz answered
with a 3 for Northeastern,
then DeFreese scored a
layup off a UMaine turn-
over.

DeFreese followed with
a jumper off another mis-
cue, but Sophie Weckstrom
answered with a 3-pointer
to give the Bears a 29-27

edge at the 6:35 mark.
Northeastern finally

began to pull away in the
last 4:18 of the quarter.
Francesca Sally opened
what would eventually be
a 17-point run with a
jumper, then DeFreese
sank two foul shots.

Te’erica Easton fol-
lowed with two free
throws, then Jess Genco
hit a 3-pointer, while Sally
and DeFreese each made
layups as the Huskies ex-
tended their lead to 43-31
with 47 seconds remaining
in the quarter.

UMaine never got closer
than 10 points after that.

The Black Bears are
back in action with a Sun-
day 2 p.m. contest at Dart-
mouth.

Towering Knicks rookie Kristaps
Porzingis becoming fan favorite
By Larry FiNe
ReuteRS

NEW YORK — Knicks
fans booed when New York
announced its selection of a
7-foot-3, teenaged foreign im-
port from Latvia with the
fourth pick of the NBA Draft
last June.

Now cheers of “Porzingis,
Porzingis” fill Madison
Square Garden, along with a
fresh burst of optimism for a
franchise that had fallen on
hard times.

“It’s a big adjustment for
me still. I’m still learning,”
Kristaps Porzingis said after
leading the Knicks to victo-
ry over the visiting Philadel-
phia 76ers on Wednesday.
“A lot of road games, a lot of
games in a short period of
time.”

Knicks fans can hardly
wait to see how a well ad-
justed Porzingis will do after
the forward/center helped a
team that was 17-65 last sea-
son make a 9-10 start to the
young 2015-16 campaign
with impressive play on
both sides of the court.

The league, his team-

mates and rivals alike have
also noticed.

Porzingis, 20, averaged
13.8 points, 9.3 rebounds and
2.0 blocks over his first 19
games and was named this
season’s first Eastern Con-
ference rookie player of the
month.

“That was a helluva pick,”
said Philadelphia coach
Brett Brown. “His upside is
going to be whatever he
wants to be. He loves the
game and there is a tough-
ness in him. I think he is
unique.”

Porzingis came to the
NBA from Spain’s profes-
sional league with a reputa-
tion as a fine shooter, but he
has shown the potential to
possess a commanding all-
around game.

The lanky frontcourt
rookie has registered eight
double-doubles, including a
29-point, 11-rebound perfor-
mance in a win over Char-
lotte, and 24 points, 14 re-
bounds and seven blocks
when the Knicks defeated
Houston.

Knicks and Spanish na-
tional team point guard Jose

Calderon said the sky was
the limit for his young team-
mate, summoning the likes
of NBA international giants
Dirk Nowitzki and Pau
Gasol when evaluating Porz-
ingis.

“He maybe looks even bet-
ter than those guys when
they arrived that first year,”
said Calderon. “But we’re
talking about two of the best
players ever. So let’s give
him some time to see where
he can be. He’s been great
for us.

“He wants to be the best.”
Besides his physical

gifts, which include strong
ball handling skills, good
timing and coordinated
control over his long body,
it is the Latvian’s tenacity
on court and business-like
approach that also sets him
apart.

“He thinks about wanting
to be the best,” Calderon
said. “He works hard. If he
has a bad game, he goes back
and works hard. If he has a
good game, he goes back and
works hard again.

“He asks, he listens. He
can do whatever you want

with him. He’s always lis-
tening to everybody. He’s
kind of like a sponge, getting
all that information.”

Porzingis credits his fam-
ily and older brother Janis
in particular for his ap-
proach to the game.

“My older brother, Janis,
he was a really hard worker
when he played,” he said
about his sibling who com-
peted at the Eurocup level.

“He wants me to take ad-
vantage of my potential and
be the best player I can be.
So I’m very serious, very
professional about what I
can do.

“I’m a student of the
game, try to watch as much
film as I can, learn from my
mistakes and get better.”

Porzingis has even hit it
off with Knicks’ high scor-
er Carmelo Anthony, who
is accustomed to being the
top banana on court but
has taken the young Latvi-
an under his wing and sees
a bright NBA future for
him.

“He can be as great as he
wants to be,” said Knicks
coach Derek Fisher.

NFL official defends facemask call
allowing Packers’ Hail Mary TD
the SpoRtS Xchange

The NFL’s top official de-
fended the facemask call
against the Detroit Lions that
gave the Green Bay Packers
an untimed down for Aaron
Rodgers’ Hail Mary touch-
down pass.

Rodgers gunned a 61-yard
pass to tight end Richard Rod-
gers on the final play to give
the Packers a shocking 27-23
win over the Detroit Lions on
Thursday night at Ford Field.

Before the stunning out-
come, the Packers needed a
big break just to have a final
chance. Aaron Rodgers threw
a desperation pass on the pre-
vious play. After a couple of
laterals, the ball wound up in
the quarterback’s hands
again with no one behind
him. But as Rodgers tried to
run forward, Lions defensive
end Devin Taylor touched his
face mask, drawing a flag.
That gave the Packers anoth-

er play with time expired.
At full speed, it looked like

a clear call as Taylor’s hand
connected with Rodgers’ face
mask. Upon slow-motion re-
view, Taylor’s finger hit the
facemask but it may be debat-
able whether he grasped or
pulled the facemask.

The facemask call gave the
Packers one last untimed
play — along with 15 extra
yards — that resulted in Rod-
gers’ Hail Mary touchdown
pass.

In a tweet issued immedi-
ately after the game, NFL vice
president of officiating Dean
Blandino defended the face-
mask foul by saying an offi-
cial “is going to make that
call almost every time.”

In an appearance on NFL
Network after the game,
Blandino suggested that,
even if replay review were
available to overturn the rul-
ing on the field, it may not
have been reversed.

“It’s a close play, but even
looking at the replay, the
hand is up near the mask, the
finger looks like it gets caught
in the mask and the head gets
turned,” Blandino said. “So
I’m not convinced it wasn’t a
facemask even looking at the
replay, but live at full speed
the referee is going to see that
hand at the mask and the
head turn and he’s going to
make that call every time.”

Blandino was asked wheth-
er the call, which by rule is
not subject to replay review,
could have gone either way.

“You know, it’s one that
it’s really close and so we
made the call,” Blandino said.
“I think when you watch the
play live I was just like every-
body else. You thought,
‘That’s a facemask,’ and then
you see the replay and it’s a
lot closer than it initially
seemed. But again, hand up
near the mask, finger caught
in the bottom bar and the

head does turn.”
Taylor said after the game

that he didn’t believe he
grabbed Rodgers’ face mask.

“It’s whatever the refs
call,” Taylor said. “I can’t
control whatever they decide.
I can just play ball, keep
going. I didn’t believe I
touched it.”

Aaron Rodgers thought the
correct judgment call was
made on the play.

“It was a facemask,” he
said. “I was looking for the
flag afterwards. I don’t really
flop any calls. That was a legit
facemask.”

Article 14 of the NFL rule-
book states: “No player shall
grasp and control, twist,
turn, push, or pull the face-
mask of an opponent in any
direction. If a player grasps
an opponent’s facemask, he
must immediately release it.
If he does not immediately
release it and controls his
opponent, it is a foul.”

UM,MMAplayers nominated forGoodWorksTeam
Basketball players Liz

Wood of the University of
Maine and Zach Radcliffe of
Maine Maritime Academy
have been announced as
nominees for the 2016 All-
state National Association
of Basketball Coaches Good
Works Team.

Through the program, the
NABC and the Women’s
Basketball Coaches Associa-
tion recognize student-ath-
letes for outstanding com-
munity service achieve-
ments.

Radcliffe, a senior guard,

is an international business
and logistics student from
Rumford. His off-court ef-
forts have included serving
as a member of Maine Mari-
time’s Student Athletes Ad-
visory Committee, volun-
teering with the Bocce tour-
nament and the Dribble
Kids program, and serving
as a counselor at summer
camps.

Wood, a senior guard/for-
ward, is a biology major
with a concentration in pre-
medical studies in UMaine’s
honors school. This is the

third time she has been
nominated for the Good
Works Team.

Among many nonathletic
contributions, she has been
active organizing an anti-
hazing, under-21 tailgate for
students on Homecoming,
overseeing the coordination
of visits to local schools, din-
ners at Ronald McDonald
House, helping with Toys
for Tots and a soap drive for
homeless shelters, and vol-
unteering with the Special
Olympics.

Wood was named the

America East Female Schol-
ar-Athlete of the Year for
2015 and is a two-time Amer-
ica East Women’s Basket-
ball Scholar-Athlete of the
Year. She serves as the pres-
ident of UMaine’s Student-
Athlete Advisory Commit-
tee and was the America
East National SAAC repre-
sentative.

Two 10-member teams,
each including five players
from Division I and five
from Divisions II, III and the
NAIA, will be announced in
February.
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Portland High School’s Joe Esposito (31) slips the tackle of
Thornton Academy’s Michael Laverriere (16) on his way to
scoring a touchdown in the Class A state title game in
Portland last month.

Portland starwins
state’s Gatorade
football award
By erNie CLark
BDn Staff

Joe Esposito, a run-
ning back and linebacker
who led Portland High
School to the Class A
North championship this
fall, has been named the
2015-2016 Gatorade Maine
Football Player of the
Year.

The 6-foot-1, 198-pound
senior rushed for 1,795
yards and 26 touchdowns
on 256 carries in 11
games this season for
coach Jim Hartman’s
Bulldogs, who finished
with a 10-1 record.

He ranked second
among Class A North
rushers during the regu-
lar season with 1,057
yards and 16 touchdowns
on 143 carries, then
added 738 yards and 10
more touchdowns in
three postseason games
as Portland remained un-
defeated until falling to
Thornton Academy 24-14
in the state champion-
ship game Nov. 21.

The Class A North Play-
er of the Year also caught
seven passes for 198 yards
and four touchdowns,
while defensively the two-
time All-Region first-team
selection recorded 124
tackles, 1½ quarterback
sacks, two fumble recov-
eries and two intercep-
tions, one he returned for
a touchdown.

“Joe Esposito was the

best player we saw this
season,” Oxford Hills of
South Paris head coach
Mark Soehren said. “He
is big, fast and strong. He
is fundamentally the best
player we played
against.”

Esposito also has main-
tained an A average in the
classroom and was named
to the Class A North all-
academic team this year.
A Portland High School
ambassador for incoming
freshmen, he has volun-
teered locally with the
Stuff the Bus food drive
and as part of multiple
community-service initia-
tives through his church.

He has yet to deter-
mine where he will at-
tend college.

Esposito is the third
Gatorade Maine Football
Player of the Year to be
chosen from Portland
High School, following
Quinton Porter (2001)
and Carl Frye (2003).

Esposito joins Joe Fitz-
patrick (2014-15, Cheverus
of Portland), Ben Lucas
(2013-14, Cony of Augus-
ta), Andrew Libby (2012-
13, Thornton Academy),
Louis DiTomasso (2011-12,
Wells), Peter Gwilym
(2010-11, Cheverus), Jack
Mallis (2009-10, Wind-
ham), Jack Heary (2008-09,
Deering of Portland) and
Justin Villacci (2007-08,
Gorham) as recent Gato-
rade Maine Football Play-
er of the Year honorees.


