
B8 Tuesday, December 15, 2015, Bangor Daily News

Cimbollek
Continued from Page B5

Rose
Continued from Page B5

Hampden
Continued from Page B5

Referee
Continued from Page B5

UMaine needs to do a bet-
ter job of keeping the state’s
top high school players
home and playing for the
Black Bears. It seems that
when UMaine does have le-
gitimate Division I pros-
pects, it has a history of not
getting them.

UMaine could improve by
always making sure its mes-
sage to recruits is the school
is doing what is in the best
interest of the athlete in-
stead of placing the school’s
interest first. Doing so may
bring a recruit such as Mayo
to Orono.

It’s true some of the state’s
best players aspire to other
Division I programs and
want to leave the state. How-
ever, UMaine should never
close the door on them. If
you they lose them to anoth-
er school, wish them well
and good luck with the mes-
sage that if things don’t
work out at their first
choice, then consider re-
turning home to play for the
Black Bears.

The state’s top players
have shown what they can
do against other good col-

lege players during the last
two annual Noonan Memo-
rial Tournaments in Ban-
gor, where coach Carl Park-
er’s high school AAU alums
featuring Mayo, Bouchard,
Justin Martin and Fleming,
won their pool and finished
second out of 20 teams made
up of current and former in-
and out-of-state Division I, II
and III college players. Last
June, a team with several
Bentley players from Maine
won the tournament.

If UMaine had all the cur-
rent Mainers from out-of-
state Division I and II
schools this year, it would
have been just as competi-
tive and possibly better than
the team last season as well
as this season.

Bentley and UMaine had
just one common opponent
this season, Boston College,
which beat Bentley 85-75 in
an exhibition game Nov. 5
after leading by just two at
halftime. BC beat Maine on
Sunday 91-60 after leading at
the half 44-29. McFarland
paced Bentley in its loss
with 27 points, but no
UMaine player could reach
double figures.

Bob Cimbollek is a retired
high school basketball
coach and athletic director.

play,” said Gilpin. “We’re
going to suit up and play our
hardest no matter what
every night. There’s nothing
we could really do about
being in the lower class this
year, but obviously we’re
going to go out every night
and do what we can.”

Hampden is 3-0 this win-
ter, buoyed by a stifling de-
fense that has yielded just
36.7 points per game in vic-
tories over Skowhegan,
Messalonskee of Oakland
and Mt. Blue of Farming-
ton.

“I think they are very
prideful, and winning is im-
portant to them,” said
Hampden coach Russ
Bartlett. “There are no egos,
the team is most important
and the guys we demanded
leadership from last year
and had to coax it out of
them, we haven’t had to do
any of that this year.

“Nick Gilpin’s leadership
skills have really stepped to
the forefront, and conse-
quently in practice he’s
more vocal and holds his
teammates accountable
much like his big brother
[Zach, the 2013 Gatorade
Maine Player of the Year
now playing at Bentley] did.
I think that’s something that
will make us better.”

McIntyre, Moore and
Black all played football at
Hampden this fall and were
at varying stages of basket-
ball shape as the season
started.

But the primary ambition
they share with Gilpin re-
mains as it was a year ago.

“Our goal is to work hard
every day, make the next
day our best day and go from
there,” said McIntyre.

That commitment to ap-
proaching their final season
of high school basketball
from the present instead of
the past makes motivation
somewhat less complicated
for players who already
have won so much — though
it’s not without challenges.

“It is kind of hard to stay
mentally focused through-
out the entire process,” said

Gilpin, “but the leaders such
as me, Brendan, Conar and
Jake who have been around
the longest are doing our
best to keep everybody fo-
cused.”

Bartlett also is fully aware
of his role in trying to wring
any boredom from the grind
behind his program’s stun-
ning run.

“Complacency hasn’t
been a problem, understand-
ing that we’ve done some
different things in practice
this year due to the fact
we’ve got a lot of guys who
have been in the same prac-
tices for years,” he said. “My
job is to give them the same
information in a fresh light
and I think we’ve done a
good job of that so far.”

For additional inspira-
tion, the most veteran Bron-
cos reflect on the predeces-
sors who groomed them for
success.

“We came in our fresh-
man year with the opportu-
nity to play with some great
players,” said Gilpin. “I re-
member Cam Scott, who was
one of the best defensive
players in the state all
throughout his high school
career. Getting a chance to
go up against him every day
in practice really made me a
lot better because I was kind
of baptised by fire. I had to
go in there and learn quick-
ly.

“And then Zach is some-
body you could learn a lot
from, they all did a good job
shaping us into what we are
now so I think it’s our job to
help shape the younger kids
in the program this year.”

But while the likes of Gil-
pin, McIntyre, Moore and
Black are working to pre-
pare younger Broncos for
their turn in the spotlight,
they ultimately hope to
savor success in that same
spotlight once more them-
selves.

“They’re a pretty lunch-
pail type of group,” Bartlett
said. “They come to practice
every day and we talk about
trying to be better at the end
of the day than they were at
the beginning of the day.

“I can tell them that until
they’re blue in the face but
they’re the ones who have to
do it, and they’ve done it
pretty well.”

Manfred’s decision, accord-
ing to ESPN.

“My reaction is I am very
proud of the commissioner,”
Dowd said. “He got it exactly
right. I am happy for the
game.”

Rose, 74, applied for rein-

statement in September 1997
and met with then-commis-
sioner Bud Selig in November
2002, but Selig never ruled on
Rose’s application. Manfred
succeeded Selig in January.

For almost 15 years after
being banned, Rose denied
he bet on baseball, but in
2004 he admitted that he did
so only when managing the
Cincinnati Reds.

Rose, who amassed a re-

cord 4,256 hits during his 24-
year playing career. He was
a career .303 hitter who won
three World Series rings.

Rose passed Ty Cobb as
career hits leader with No.
4,192 on Sept. 11, 1985. He
played for the Reds from
1963 to 1978 and 1984 to 1986,
acting as both a player and a
manager from 1984 to 1986
and continuing as just a
manager until 1989.

porters on Monday and ad-
dressed the situation later
via his Twitter account.

“My actions during the
game were out of frustration
and emotion, period!” Rondo

tweeted. “They absolutely
do not reflect my feelings
toward the LGBT communi-
ty. I did not mean to offend
or disrespect anyone.”

Sacramento Kings gener-
al manager Vlade Divac was
a bit more forceful in a state-
ment released Monday after-
noon.

“Rajon’s comment was
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NBA referee Bill Kennedy (left) talks with Cleveland Cava-
liers guard J.R. Smith during the second half against the
Miami Heat at American Airlines Arena recently.

disrespectful and offensive,
and we wholeheartedly dis-
approve of any language
that discriminates or dispar-
ages others based on sexual
orientation or anything
else,” Divac said. “Rajon has
apologized and this is not
the sort of behavior we con-
done nor is it representative
of the Sacramento Kings or-
ganization.”

Kennedy is the second
NBA referee to come out in
the past 18 months. Violet
Palmer announced she was
gay in the summer of 2014.

NBA commissioner Adam
Silver praised Kennedy’s de-
cision to come out publicly
in a statement provided to
Yahoo.

“I wholeheartedly support
Bill’s decision to live his life
proudly and openly,” Silver
said. “Throughout his 18-
year career with the league,
Bill has excelled as a referee
because of his passion, dedi-
cation and courage.

“Those qualities will con-
tinue to serve him well both
as a game official and as a

positive influence for oth-
ers. While our league has
made great progress, our
work continues to ensure
that everyone is treated
with respect and dignity.”

Kings owner Vivek Rana-
dive apologized to Kennedy
in a team-released state-
ment.

SInamesSportspersonof theYear

THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Serena Williams was
named Sports Illustrated’s
Sportsperson of the Year on
Monday.

The 34-year-old American
is the first female athlete
honored on her own by the
magazine in more than 30
years.

Williams won three
Grand Slam events — Aus-
tralian Open, French Open
and Wimbledon — en route
to a 53-3 record and her sev-
enth WTA Player of the Year
award. She now has 21 ca-

reer Grand Slam titles, one
behind Steffi Graf.

“This year was spectacu-
lar,” Serena Williams said in
a statement. “For Sports Il-
lustrated to recognize my
hard work, dedication and
sheer determination with
this award gives me hope to
continue on and do better. As
I always say, it takes a vil-
lage — not just one person.
This is not just an accom-
plishment for me, but for my
whole team and all my fans. I
am beyond honored.”

Williams was ranked No.
1 throughout 2015 and won a

WTA-high five titles. Wil-
liams’ bid for the calendar
year Grand Slam fell just
short when she lost to Ro-
berta Vinci in the U.S. Open
semifinals.

“She was the most deserv-
ing person for the award.
She had an amazing year.
The way she won her events;
the fact that she’s done this
for so many years at such a
high level,” said Paul Fich-
tenbaum, editor of the
Sports Illustrated Group.
“She was a terrific candi-
date in a year of terrific can-
didates.”

San Francisco Giants
pitcher Madison Bumgarner
won the award in 2014.

Williams is the first indi-
vidual woman to be selected
to the honor since track
champion Mary Decker in
1983. Former Tennessee Vol-
unteers women’s basketball
coach Pat Summitt shared
the award with Duke coach
Mike Krzyzewski in 2011.

American Pharoah, the
first horse in 37 years to win
the Triple Crown, was the
overwhelming choice in the
magazine’s online poll, with
47 percent of the votes.

SerenaWilliams is first woman to win honor in 30 years
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Serena Williams of the U.S. plays against Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark in their Champions Battle exhibition tennis
match in Herning, Denmark last month.

O’Brien has known Dom-
browski for 22 years, since he
started with the Florida Mar-
lins in 1993.

“Dave loves power arms
and big bats. And he likes to
make big splashes. I wouldn’t
be surprised if he landed a big
bat before the season,” said
O’Brien.

“That could be in the
cards,” agreed Castiglione. “I
don’t think the roster is set
for 2016. We’ve got a long way
to go and there are a lot of free
agents out there who aren’t
going to get signed in the big
money periods.”

The Red Sox have finished
last in the American League
East the previous two years,
going 78-84 after posting a
71-91 mark the previous year.

O’Brien said Dombrowski
has transformed the team
into a playoff contender but
“moves still have to be made
to make them into a World
Series contender. But Dave

isn’t done. I’d like to see him
land another [quality] start-
ing pitcher. The staff isn’t bad
now but it could be better.”

Castiglione said it will be
important to keep second
baseman Dustin Pedroia
healthy after a couple of inju-
ry-marred seasons, and he is
hoping third baseman Pablo
Sandoval can improve his de-
fense.

The broadcasters were en-
couraged by the infusion of
youth a year ago, namely out-
fielders Mookie Betts and
Jackie Bradley Jr. and short-
stop Xander Bogaerts, and
that gave encouragement for
next season. They lauded
their energy and passion in
addition to talent.

But Hanley Ramirez’s
move to first base doesn’t cre-
ate a positive vibe.

“I have serious doubts
about it,” said O’Brien later
during a question-and-an-
swer period featuring ques-
tions from Rick Kimball from
the Downtown with Rich
Kimball radio show. “They
basically sent him home [be-
fore the end of the season] last

year. He has a lot to prove.”
They were both elated at

Pedro Martinez’s induction
into the Baseball Hall of
Fame, saying it was well-de-
served.

“He was a dominant pitch-
er and at only 170 pounds,”
said Castiglione. “He was the
most charismatic athlete
ever. He was intelligent and
articulate.”

They are sad to see David
Ortiz retire, saying he played
an integral role in the three
World Series championships
(2004, 2007 and 2013).

O’Brien and Castiglione
said they will miss working
together after their nine-year
stint.

“Joe’s the best partner in
the world. I love him. I’m
going to miss him tremen-
dously. It will be great for
both of us in a way. Joe will
be breaking in a new partner
and I’ll be breaking in an old
partner [Jerry Remy],” said
O’Brien, who signed a four-
year contract with options.

He said he will cut back his
ESPN play-by-play games
from “70 to 60 events a [year].

“It was a tough decision. It
was difficult for all of us with
the controversial decision the
club made [to release] Don
Orsillo. He was a very popu-
lar guy and a wonderful an-
nouncer. It happens a lot
more than people realize but
it’s never easy.

“As much as I love being
on radio and working with
Castig, every once in awhile,
it doesn’t hurt to get a kick in
the pants in terms of energy
in moving into a different
area,” said O’Brien. “I will
never not love doing radio
and working those muscles.
TV is going to be a big chal-
lenge.”

“I’m going to miss my old
partner a lot,” said Casti-
glione. “Dave and I have
worked nine years together
and seen two World Champi-
onships. We’ve had a lot of
fun off the air as well. We
have a great friendship. I’ll
still get to see him through
the glass and we’ll hang out
on the road. I’ll miss the nine
innings and three and a half
hours we shared the micro-
phone every night.”
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