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Bates is 4-3 this season
after a breakthrough cam-
paign last winter when it
finished 21-7 and won two
NCAA tournament games
before falling to fellow New
England Small College Ath-
letic Conference member
Trinity College of Hartford,
Connecticut, in the regional
semifinals.

Gilpin will bring a re-
sume to the Bates program
that includes a 67-3 varsity
record with Hampden since
becoming a starter with the
Broncos as a freshman. That
run has been highlighted to
date by Class A state cham-
pionships in 2013 and 2015
and three consecutive East-
ern Maine Class A titles.

It was Gilpin’s 30-foot shot
off the backboard as time
expired that gave Hampden
the first of those regional ti-
tles in 2014 with a 40-39 vic-
tory over Lawrence of Fair-
field.

He averaged 16.8 points,
7.8 rebounds and 7.6 assists
per game last winter while
shooting 83 percent from the
free-throw line.

“As far as the basketball
portion goes, he’s a player
that makes players around
him better because of his
unselfish play,” said
Bartlett. “Nick is about win-
ning and whatever it takes
to get that done. He’ll do
whatever coach Furbush
needs from him to help the
Bobcats be successful. The
one thing we all know about
Nick is he’s at his best in the
biggest moments, and you
just can’t teach that.”

Bartlett also believes Gil-

pin will thrive in Bates’ aca-
demic environment.

“As a student-athlete,
Nick is very motivated to be
successful on the court and
in the classroom,” he said.
“He gets very good grades
and takes school very seri-
ously.”

Gilpin had been consid-
ered a potential scholarship-
level player throughout
much of his basketball ca-
reer at Hampden and did re-
ceive at least one Division II
athletic scholarship offer.

But he said any disap-
pointment about not landing
a basketball scholarship is
more than offset by the op-
portunity to play for Bates
in one of the top Division III
basketball conferences in
the country, the college’s
academic offerings and a fi-
nancial package he de-
scribed as “more than I
could have ever expected.”

The on-field problem, of
course, is the lack of quality
depth at quarterback. More
than ever, a single injury at
that position is enough to
doom a team, no matter what
else it has. Matt Hasselbeck,
at age 40, has managed to
keep Indianapolis barely
afloat, but look what hap-
pened to Dallas without Tony
Romo. The falloff is so drastic
that two teams actually al-
lowed Jimmy Clausen to start
a game for them this season.

Hey, you at least have to
like his consistency; he com-
pleted 23 of 40 passes for the
Bears and 23 of 40 for the
Ravens. And his next touch-
down pass will be his first.

There is no way to really
quantify quality of play, of
course; it’s in the eye of the
beholder. And the league
loves to tout how it is nearing
a record this season for close
games, and no question that
close games keep a lot of eye-
balls glued to their TV sets as
they check the point spreads.
(Oh, that’s right, the NFL op-
poses gambling. So sorry.)

All the close games, howev-
er, do not mean quality games.

We live in a time when
everything is supposed to be
getting better, from gas mile-
age to the pixels on our tele-
vision to the speed of the in-
ternet, but old-timers easily
can recall the glory days of
the ’80s in the NFL when
there were several dynasties.

From the 1980 season
through the 1995 season, 16
Super Bowls were won by
the 49ers (5), Redskins (3),
Cowboys (3), Giants (2),
Raiders (2) and Bears (1).
Now, the New England Pa-
triots are clearly the dynas-
ty d’jour, yet only the Giants
have won the championship
twice in the last decade.

Now, we have gone from
teams trying to knock off
dynastic opponents to teams
trying to avoid the first pick
in the draft. It’s the new nor-
mal. Unfortunately, differ-
ent does not mean better.

Ira Miller is an award-win-
ning sportswriter who has
covered the NFL for more
than four decades and is a
member of the Pro Football
Hall of Fame Selection
Committee. He is a national
columnist for The Sports
Xchange.

say it, but I was hoping for
what we got,” said Norswor-
thy. “Jarrett is a good perime-
ter shooter, and he’s got
enough length that we could
get the ball to him in the mid-
dle. I thought he’d might be
able to get a little closer, but
otherwise that’s just exactly
what I thought he would get.”

That game-winner wasn’t
even Olson’s first buzzer-
beater of the night. He ended
the first quarter with a long
3-pointer from deep along
the left wing to give Wash-
burn a 15-5 lead.

Olson connected on three
of Washburn’s 12 successful
3-pointers during the game
and finished the night with
20 points, 10 rebounds and
five assists.

She has been one of the fast-
est coaches to reach 150 wins
in the country.”

Staffiere said they have
also represented Mount
View well by being out-
standing citizens wherever
they have lived.

Ellis and Shibles will
have a meet-and-greet with
the Mount View players and
their families in the school’s
staff lounge before the game
and will receive a plaque
during halftime festivities.

Staffiere plans to honor
other players at least every
other year as he strives to
build community sport for
his program while also get-
ting alumni involved with it.

Maine to its first postseason
appearance in 10 years.

“I’ll be on the front end of
recruiting and developing re-
lationships with families of
students looking to attend the
school,” said Evans. “It’s the
top preparatory school in the
country for academics and
athletics. Its facilities are sec-
ond to none. It was an oppor-
tunity I couldn’t refuse.”

IMG, according to Evans,
has exceptional coaches and
specialized advisors and
trainers to help the student-
athletes develop in all areas.

“I will miss Maine Mari-
time. It’s a terrific academic
institution that offers kids a
lot of great career options,”
said the 44-year-old Evans,
who said he has mixed emo-
tions about leaving eastern
Maine.

“We have been here a
long time. We’ve made a lot
of great friends and worked
with a lot of great student-
athletes,” said Evans, who
was the co-founder and for-
mer president of the Black-

bear United Soccer Club.
“We love Castine. But my

family and I were looking for
a new challenge and we’re re-
ally excited about going to
IMG. There will be more op-
portunities for our kids,” said
Evans, who with his wife, Jo-
hanna, has four children:
sons Riley and Ian and daugh-
ters Taylor and Acadia.

Brown credited Evans for
providing the soccer pro-
gram with some valuable
stability. Brown said he
isn’t interested in coaching
the men’s team.

In a news release, MMA
Director of Athletics Steve
Peed thanked Evans for his
“dedication to the growth of
Maine Maritime Academy
soccer, on both the men’s
and women’s sides, and for
his dedication to Maine
Maritime Academy’s stu-
dent-athletes. We wish him
well in his next chapter.”

Evans graduated from Ex-
eter High School in New
Hampshire in 1989, where
he was a soccer standout. He
then played at Northeastern
University before transfer-
ring to UMaine, where he
earned a bachelor’s degree
in biology in 1996.

Brady leads
fan voting
for Pro Bowl
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Tom Brady accumulated
plenty of new critics during
the Deflategate probe, but
the New
E n g l a n d
P a t r i o t s
q u a r t e r -
back remains undeniably
popular.

Brady led the fan voting
for the 2016 Pro Bowl, garner-
ing 701,554 votes, the NFL
announced on Thursday.

Quarterbacks occupied
the top five places, with
Brady followed by Cam
Newton (Carolina Pan-
thers), Andy Dalton (Cincin-
nati Bengals), Carson Palm-
er (Arizona Cardinals) and
Aaron Rodgers (Green Bay
Packers).

Brady, 38, who has won
four Super Bowls with the
Patriots, was suspended by
the NFL for the first four
games of this season for his
alleged role in a scheme to
deflate footballs during a
playoff game last season.

However, a federal judge
overturned the suspension
and Brady has not missed a
game this season, with the
Patriots making a flying
start by winning their first
10 contests.

The Pro Bowl players are
selected by a consensus vote

of fans, players and coaches.
The participants will be an-
nounced next Tuesday.

The game will be played
in Honolulu on Jan. 31, the
week before the Super Bowl
in Santa Clara, California.

Mayoworking back into
lineup

Linebacker Jerod Mayo
saw his playing time and
production increase in last
Sunday’s win over the Tex-
ans. Mayo had eight solo
tackles against Houston, a
team that the Patriots held
to 87 yards on 22 carries.

New England’s run de-
fense was solid most of the
last two months and ranks
10th in the league, a fall from
No. 2.

Mayo, a bit player most of
the season while coming
back from a torn patella ten-
don, says the defense begins
its weekly game plan with
the running game.

“Each week we talk about
making a team one-dimen-
sional, and sometimes
you’re going to have games
like that where a team can
throw the ball but not run
it,” Mayo, one of New Eng-
land’s team captains.

“The problem is when
you have a team that’s able
to do both run and pass, so
we always try to make a

team one-dimensional and
we take it from there.”

Williamson eager to face
Brady

Tennessee Titans line-
backer Avery Williamson is
eagerly awaiting the chal-
lenge of facing the New Eng-
land Patriots and quarter-
back Tom Brady.

Brady, a future Hall of
Famer with four Super Bowl
rings already, is someone that

many of the Titans younger
players grew up watching on
TV. Now, on Sunday, they will
be directly across from him.
Williamson is one Titan eager
for that task.

“It’s not every day you get
to play against a Hall of
Fame quarterback. It’s
something that should be
fun and it’ll be something
that would be fun to take
advantage to go out and
make some plays against

them,” Williamson said.

Patriots claim duo off
waivers

The New England Patri-
ots claimed receiver Leon-
ard Hankerson off waivers
from the Atlanta Falcons
and offensive lineman
LaAdrian Waddle off waiv-
ers from the Detroit Lions,
the team announced on
Thursday.

Hankerson, 26, had 26 re-

ceptions for 327 yards and
three touchdowns in eight
games with the Falcons this
season. He spent his four
NFL seasons with the Wash-
ington Redskins and has 107
career receptions for 1,408
yards and nine touchdowns.

Waddle, 24, played eight
games for the Lions this sea-
son and made six starts. He
has played in 30 NFL games
(24 starts) over three sea-
sons.

TROY TAORMINA | USA TODAY

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady (left) looks for an open receiver during the fourth quarter against the
Houston Texans at NRG Stadium on Sunday. The Patriots defeated the Texans 27-6.

PATRIOTS
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Ray Rice still trying tomove on
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Former NFL running
back Ray Rice is still living
“the nightmare” of how one
bad decision can sink any
individual.

Rice, 29, hasn’t played in
the league since a video of
him punching his soon-to-
be-wife in a casino elevator
was released. The Baltimore
Ravens followed by releas-
ing Rice from the roster.

“I went to a real dark
place,” Rice said on the Dan
Patrick Show on Thursday
of seeing the video himself
for the first time. “Nothing
should’ve led up to that. You
don’t want to think about
what led up to it. … We had
been drinking. It was a long

night. It just was when of
those things … I’m a better
man than that. It was the
worst decision of my life.”

He said
Thursday he
is spending
his days
m e n t o r i n g
in New Jer-
sey, but still
wants to
play in the
NFL. He said
he asked his
agent to only call him when
it’s real. Rice said he
sensed earlier in the sea-
son that he had a chance,
but the later in the season
it got, the less optimistic
Rice became.

For now, Rice plans to do

as much good — mentoring
youth and rehabilitating
himself — as he can.

“You feel ashamed, you
feel embarrassed. There
were people out there that
took a different approach,
like I was a different person.
It gave me hope,” Rice said.

Rice said he and his wife
are grateful to have each
other.

“She’s a lot stronger than
I am,” Rice said.

Rice said he never put his
hands on his wife, Janay,
but said “it shouldn’t hap-
pen once. One time is too
many.”

A second-round pick in
2008, Rice was a three time
Pro Bowl selection but be-
came one of the landmark

cases for the NFL to change
its policy on domestic vio-
lence. Penalties are harsh
compared to prior to the
Rice ruling.

It’s impacting his life in
many ways, including as a
father.

“I have a daughter. There
is going to come a time
where I have to take a long
walk in the park or take her
on a date and have that con-
versation,” Rice said. “I
think my wife definitely has
to be there for that conversa-
tion. We have to live day-to-
day for our daughter.

“My wife and I still have
to live the rest of our life. In
February, we’ll be two years
removed from the incident.
It feels like yesterday.”

Rice

Dodgers backing out of Iwakuma deal
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Los Angeles Dodgers
may be backing out of a
three-year,
$45 million
deal with
right-hander
Hisashi Iwa-
kuma, ac-
cording to a
report out of
Japan.

Jiji Press,
a wire ser-
vice in
Japan, re-
ported that
the Dodgers are backing out
the deal because Iwakuma
failed his physical.

If the original deal is can-
celed, it is possible the Dodg-
ers might offer a lesser pack-
age. Los Angeles is in the
market for a starting pitcher
after losing Zack Grienke to
the Arizona Diamondbacks.

The Japanese hurler dealt
was limited to 20 starts last
season for the Seattle Mari-
ners due to injuries. He went
9-5 with a 3.54 ERA and
pitched a no-hitter in Au-
gust.

Iwakuma, 34, is 47-25 with a
3.17 ERA in four major-league
seasons after leaving Japan.

Angels agree to termswith
Ex-Red SoxNava

The Los Angeles Angels
reached agreement on a one-
year deal with outfielder
Daniel Nava on Thursday.

The agreement calls for a
$1,375,000 salary but isn’t
guaranteed. The deal in-
cludes $500,000 in perfor-
mance bonuses.

Nava has a .265 career
batting average but experi-
enced a difficult 2015 season.

He hit .152 in 29 games for
the Boston Red Sox before
being waived. The Tampa

Bay Rays claimed him and
he batted .233 in 31 games.

Tampa Bay attempted to
outright Nava to Triple-A
Durham after the season but
he refused and became a
free agent.

Chipper Jones returns to
Braves

The Atlanta Braves are
bringing back former All-
Star third baseman Chip-
per Jones to work for the
franchise in a front-office
role.

The Braves hired Jones as
a special assistant for base-
ball operations. He will re-
port to president of baseball
operations John Hart and
general manager John Cop-
polella.

An eight-time All-Star,
Jones retired after the 2012
season and spent the past
three years away from the
game after 19 seasons with

the Braves as a player.
“After a few years of de-

compressing, I came to the
undeniable conclusion that I
want to be around the game
again and, more particular-
ly, around the Atlanta
Braves,” Jones said. “Be-
cause of what we are in the
process of building for this
city and our fan base, I am
extremely excited to be dip-
ping my toe back into the
water that is Braves base-
ball.

“I look forward to work-
ing with our players, as my
passion for the art of hitting
is something I hold near and
dear to my heart. My hope is
that I can be an ‘extra set of
eyes’ on our players and
help supplement an already
strong baseball operations
department and coaching
staff. I am honored to be
back working with the
Braves.”

MLB
NOTEBOOK

Iwakuma


