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BoiseState,McNichols runoverNorthernIllinois
BY JAY PARIS
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

SAN DIEGO — Boise
State’s Jeremy McNichols
didn’t take long to pass Ala-
bama’s Der-
rick Henry.

And just
as quickly
the Broncos ambushed
Northern Illinois 55-7 in the
Poinsettia Bowl on Wednes-
day.

McNichols entered the
game tied with Henry, the
Heisman Trophy winner,
for most touchdowns this
season with 23 and passed
him less than a minute after
the opening kickoff with the
first of his three first-quar-
ter scores.

“I had a few people in the
stands, so I wanted to play
hard for them,” McNichols
said. “The other guys, the
seniors, we wanted to play
hard for them so they go out
the right way.”

Boise State raced to a 24-0
lead in the second quarter
and coasted to the victory.

McNichols, a running
back who now has 26 touch-
downs, rushed for two
scores and had a touchdown
reception. He gained a com-
bined 189 yards, rushing for
93 on 19 carries and collect-

ing 96 on five receptions.
Boise State (9-4) raced to a

21-0 lead in the first quarter
and won for the sixth time in
its last seven bowl games. The
Huskies (8-6) lost their third
straight game and fell to 0-3 in
Poinsettia Bowl games.

Wide receiver Chaz An-
derson caught a 16-yard pass
from freshman quarterback
Brett Rypien in the final
minute of the first half to
Give the Broncos a 31-7 ad-
vantage.

“Give credit to Boise
State,” Northern Illinois
coach Rod Carey said. “They
made all the plays and they
were the more physical
team. When you can control
the line of scrimmage on
both sides of the ball, it
makes for a good day for
them. It wasn’t a good per-
formance for us.”

Rypien completed 29 of 40
passes for 377 yards and
three touchdowns. He was
intercepted once.

“He did an amazing job,”
McNichols said. “He took
control of the offense for us.
He prepared in the film
room and gave us every-
thing he had. He did great.”

Northern Illinois quarter-
back Ryan Graham returned
to the lineup and was 7 of 21
for 38 yards.

Boise State linebacker
Tyler Gray recovered two of
Northern Illinois’ three
first-half fumbles as the
Huskies were limited to 36
yards in the opening 30 min-
utes.

“Sometimes the ball just
rolls your way, and that
helped me today to be in the
right place a couple of

times,” Gray said. “I think
tonight you saw how well we
really can play. We played
great all season, but tonight
showed how good we can be.
We made a lot of great plays
on both sides of the ball, and
it shows how well we can
play as a team.”

Overall, Boise State out-
gained Northern Illinois 654

yards to 33 yards.
“Their defense was rock-

solid,” Northern Illinois
center Andrew Ness said.
“But we played our worst
game when we wanted to
play our best.”

Boise State wasted little
time seizing the lead.

McNichols scored his first
touchdown, a 29-yard scor-

ing run up the middle, less
than a minute into the game.

The Broncos extended
their lead to 14-0 when con-
verting Northern Illinois’
first turnover. Gray recov-
ered Graham’s fumble, with
Boise State taking posses-
sion at its 33-yard line.
Seven plays later, Rypien hit
McNichols with a 4-yard
scoring pass for a 14-0 cush-
ion.

Boise State scored its
third first-quarter touch-
down, the most ever in a
Poinsettia Bowl, when Mc-
Nichols rushed over from
the 1 for a 21-0 edge.

Tyler Rausa’s 20-yard
field goal early in the second
quarter pushed the Broncos’
bulge to 24-0 after the Hus-
kies’ second fumble.

Aregeros Turner pulled
the Huskies within 24-7
when he returned a kickoff
for a Poinsettia Bowl-record
96 yards and a touchdown.
For Turner, the MAC spe-
cial teams player of the year,
it was his second scoring
kick return of the season.

But McNichols is already
thinking about next season.

“This is great for us going
into the future,” he said.
“Coming off a win, we’re
going to have a big offsea-
son.”

Indians, Detwiler agree to contract
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Cleveland Indians
made two significant moves,
agreeing with left-handed
p i t c h e r
Ross De-
twiler on a
m i n o r -
league contract and releas-
ing infielder Chris Johnson.

The deal with Detwiler,
reported by multiple media
outlets on Wednesday, will
allow him to earn $1 million
if he makes the 25-man ros-
ter out of spring training
and remains on the team
throughout the 2016 season.

Detwiler, 29, had a 7.25
ERA in 2015, splitting the
season between the Texas
Rangers and the Atlanta
Braves.

Johnson was acquired by
Cleveland in an August
trade with the Braves that
sent Nick Swisher and Mi-
chael Bourn to Atlanta.

He played 27 games for
the Indians and hit .289 with
one homer. But now they
have released him.

Johnson, 31, is still owed
more than $17 million — $7.5
million in 2016, $9 million in
2017, and a $1 million buyout
in 2018.

Jaso, Pirates agree to two-
year deal

The Pittsburgh Pirates
reached agreement with free
agent John Jaso on an $8
million, two-year contract
on Wednesday.

Jaso has primarily been a
catcher with some experi-
ence in the outfield, but the
Pirates plan to use him at
first base. Jaso, 32, has
played just two major-league
games at first.

The left-handed-hitting Jaso
basically replaces Pedro Alva-
rez, who became a free agent
when Pittsburgh declined to
offer him a 2016 contract.

Jaso will earn $4 million
each of the next two years,
and he make $1 million more
in performance bonuses.

Jaso hit .286 with five
homers with the Tampa Bay
Rays in 2015.

Jaso injured his wrist on
Opening Day and did not re-
turn until July 7.

Braves signOgando to
minors

The Atlanta Braves
signed right-hander Alexi
Ogando to a minor league
contract Wednesday with an
invitation to spring train-
ing.

Ogando posted a 3-1 record
with a 3.99 ERA over 65 1/3
innings in 64 games for the
Boston Red Sox last season.
He gave up 12 home runs.

The 32-year-old Ogando
has a career 3.44 ERA over
471 1/3 innings in 247 games
as a big-leaguer spent most-
ly with the Texas Rangers.

Mariners sendRobertson to
Triple-A

The Seattle Mariners out-
righted outfielder Dan Rob-
ertson to Triple-A Tacoma
and announced left-hander
Rob Rasmussen was claimed
off waivers by the Los Ange-
les Angels.

Robertson, 30, was desig-
nated for assignment on Dec.
18 to make room on the roster
for right-hander Hisashi Iwa-
kuma.Robertsonwasclaimed
off waivers on Nov. 6 after
spending last season in the
Angels organization, includ-
ing two stints in the majors
where he hit .280 with seven
RBIs in 37 games. He began
the season with Triple-A Salt
Lake where he hit .265 with
one home run and 20 RBIs in
60 games. In parts of two
major league seasons with
the Angels (2015) and Texas
Rangers (2014), Robertson has
combined to hit .274 with 28
RBIs in 107 games.
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Team captains for the Boise State Broncos offensive lineman Marcus Henry (72) and
safety Darian Thompson (4) hold up the 2015 Poinsettia Bowl Trophy after beating the
Northern Illinois Huskies 55-7 at Qualcomm Stadium on Wednesday.
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Orono, two of the Class C
teams that moved up to B
North under the five-class
format, are the only unbeat-
ens left in a deep division.

While Orono was expect-
ed to make a smooth transi-
tion with a returning cast of
junior standouts as well as
the addition of 6-foot-7 trans-
fer Imao Woldring, WA was
more of a mystery after
graduating four starters.

But coach Barry Terrill’s
Raiders have regrouped with
a blend of returning players
and transfers to get off to a
5-0 start highlighted by a 23-
point win over another con-
tender, Mount Desert Island
of Bar Harbor. Stefan Milivo-
jevic has averaged some 20
points per game for WA.

Yet there’s no room for
WA or Orono to relax, with
Big East Conference rivals
MDI, Old Town and Ells-
worth as well as Winslow
from the Kennebec Valley
Athletic all looming with
one loss apiece entering
Wednesday’s schedule.

While the Class B standings
are congested, a strong No. 1
has emerged in Class C North.

George Stevens Academy
of Blue Hill not only is off to
a 7-0 start with victories over
No. 2 Bucksport and No. 4
Lee Academy, but coach
Dwayne Carter’s Eagles have
outscored opponents by an
average of 24.1 points per
game while yielding just 44.6
points per outing

GSA’s toughest test to
date may come at home Jan.
4 against Ellsworth.

Schenck of East Millinock-
et, Hodgdon and Penobscot
Valley of Howland all have
thrived in their moves from
Class D to Class C, while Fort
Kent and Dexter have won
four of their first six games.

Then there’s Fort Fairfield,
the defending Eastern D
champion now in Class C.
The Tigers got off to a frus-
trating start that included
three consecutive three-point
losses to Hodgdon, Fort Kent
and Easton but rebounded in
their most recent outing, a
57-45 win Monday over Class
D contender Southern Aroos-
took of Dyer Brook.

That game is one example
of the compelling competi-
tion among the top small-
school teams in The County.

Take the last week. Wash-
burn’s Jarrett Olson hits a
buzzer-beater from mid-
court to defeat Southern
Aroostook in an early battle
of unbeatens. Then Easton,
under first-year head coach
Manny Martinez, whips
Washburn by 26 points
while Southern Aroostook
falls to Fort Fairfield.

The competition among
Washburn, Southern Aroos-
took and Easton alone sets up
an entertaining race in Class
D North, and the division’s
Down East contingent led by
Machias also figures to have
a significant voice in who
emerges as the region’s small-
school champion come tour-
nament time in February.

Maybe we’ll all have snow
by then.

leading those with big-
league dreams to turn to
smugglers. In some cases,
organized crime rackets
force players to sign over
huge cuts of future earnings,
threatening players and
their families.

“It’s not an uncommon
story,” said Paul Minoff, a
lawyer who represents Leo-
nys Martin, an outfielder
now with the Seattle Mari-
ners who earned $15.5 mil-
lion over the past five sea-
sons with the Texas Rang-
ers.

After defecting, Martin
was held by armed men in
Mexico for months, and
under duress agreed to pay
his captors 35 percent of his
salary, Minoff said. When
Martin reached America, he
fought back. The smugglers
sued Martin but the suit was
dismissed after U.S. prose-
cutors brought criminal
charges against them.

Cuban players have most-
ly stuck to a code of silence
about their defections, but

some details emerge through
court cases.

When Yasiel Puig of the
Los Angeles Dodgers left
Cuba in 2012, he soon found
himself entangled with Mex-
ico’s notorious Zetas crime
organization, which threat-
ened to chop off his arm if it

failed to receive a promised
$250,000 fee.

While Puig signed a $42
million contract, others are
abandoned in foreign coun-
tries, never to hit paydirt.

To normalize the transfer
of players, Major League
Baseball has asked the Trea-

sury’s OFAC for a specific
license. The office has wide
latitude to grant such licens-
es and can issue regulations
to approve activity other-
wise proscribed by the em-
bargo.

OFAC Acting Director
John E. Smith said he could
not comment on the baseball
case, but in general his of-
fice “acts in consultation
with the State Department
and other relevant U.S. gov-
ernment agencies in deter-
mining whether (authoriz-
ing transactions) would be
consistent with current poli-
cy.”

MLB applied for its OFAC
license in early June, MLB
Chief Legal Officer Dan
Halem told Reuters. Halem
declined to detail the re-
quest except to say it in-
cluded signing players in
Cuba, stressing that base-
ball’s priority was to pro-
vide a safe and legal path for
Cuban players.

carry sufficient “street
cred” to risk taking on the
topic.

“All over America people
are tired of daily gun vio-
lence,” said the Knicks’ An-
thony in an NBA statement.
“Using my platform to speak
out, I know we can keep
guns out of the wrong hands
and save lives.”

The campaign follows sim-
ilar socially conscious efforts
by other major sports
leagues, including the Na-
tional Football League’s cam-
paign against domestic vio-
lence. The NFL’s campaign
was in part a response to re-
peated charges of domestic
abuse against its players.

The NBA’s anti-gun vio-
lence campaign could be
more effective in reaching
young fans than political ef-
forts, sports experts said.

“Certainly the point of
these ads is ‘Don’t use guns.
Guns probably are going to
create a bad result,’” said
Michael Cramer, who teach-
es sports marketing and
media at the University of
Texas. “If you get enough
people who are reached by
that, the necessary next step
is gun control legislation,
which theoretically would
have less opposition if you
have more people in favor.”

The ads could also help re-
direct the energy of young
fans who admire the league’s
players and might be tempted
by violence, said Marc Ganis,
president of Sportscorp Ltd, a
Chicago-based sports busi-

ness consulting firm.
“The players themselves

are iconic within certain
urban communities where
there is gun violence,” Ganis
said. “It’s not going to make
a difference to gang bangers.
But it might make a differ-
ence to the kids before they
get into that life.”

It is also not the first time
the NBA has waded into po-
litical issues. Last year many
of its biggest stars took to the
court for warmups wearing
T-shirts that read “I can’t
breathe,” a reference to Eric
Garner, an unarmed black
man who died at the hands of
New York Police Department
officers.

REUTERS

Antonio Castro (center), son of former Cuban President
Fidel Castro, attends an event with Major League Baseball
at the Latinoamericano stadium in Havana on Dec. 16.


