Stewart gears up for final season

THE SPORTS XCHANGE

CHARLOTTE, North Caro-
lina— Tony Stewart might be
in the best shape of his life —
and just in time.

At 44, the three-time NAS-
CAR Sprint Cup Series cham-
pion has declared 2016 his
final Sprint Cup season as a
driver and he’s doing every-
thing in his power to make it
memorable.

“I'm eating better, drink-
ing better, working out, doing
stuff I swore I would never do
— and I'm doing it in my last
year,” Stewart said Thursday
during the Charlotte Motor
Speedway Media Tour.

“I’'ve changed my diet. I've
changed everything for this
year, so if anybody has any
questions about how dedicat-
ed we are to having the best
year we possibly could have;
that’s the answer. I'm more
excited about this year than I
have been in a long time.”

Stewart would love to emu-
late the farewell season en-
joyed by Jeff Gordon, who

went into the final race of the
2015 season with a shot at his
fifth Sprint Cup title.

“That was 99 percent of a
perfect (final) season,” Stew-
art said. “I don’t have any
grand illusions that I'm going
to have that kind of year. It
may or may not be in our
cards. We’re going to give 100
percent, but the main focus
will be to have fun this last
year. If we can go out and win
races and have an opportuni-
ty, trust me, I'll be ready.”

In his dream scenario,
Stewart said he would win
the Daytona 500, the South-
ern 500 at Darlington and a
Sprint Cup race at Kentucky
Speedway to give him check-
ered flags at every track on
the circuit.

Kurt Busch said he
wouldn’t put anything past
Stewart, who is both his team-
mate and boss.

“Jeff Gordon had a fantas-
tic final season. I don’t see
why Tony Stewart can’t do the
same thing,” he said. “He’s a
three-time champion in stock

cars, he’'s a champion from
open-wheel ... he’s won in ev-
erything. Having a teammate
and a car owner going through
a retirement tour, there will
be times when I'll be giving
that extra five percent on a
given day to help him out.”

Stewart knows that two
more victories would get him
to 50, but even one win would
be enough to get him to the
Chase with a shot at one last
title. No matter what, he in-
sists this will be his Sprint
Cup swan song.

“Even if we went out there
and won 15 races and won the
championship, we're done,”
he said. “When Homestead
happens, no matter how the
year went, we're done. If it's a
terrible year, I'm not going to
sit there and go, ‘Wow, that
defined my career,” because
the stats will define how we
did over 18 years.”

Stewart’s past two seasons
have not been indicative of
his 48 career wins and 300 top-
10 finishes in 590 Sprint Cup
starts. He has not won a race

Forward Krejci rejoins Bruins
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The Boston Bruins will
have forward David Krejci
back on the
ice after ac- NHL
tivating NOTEBOOK
him from
injured reserve on Thurs-
day.

The Bruins also assigned for-
ward Frank Vatrano to Provi-
dence of the American Hockey
League before Boston’s game
against the Vancouver Ca-
nucks on Thursday night.

Krejci has missed the past
three weeks with an upper-
body injury suffered in a
game against the Ottawa
Senators. The Bruins have
gone 5-4-1 in the 10 games
that Krejci missed.

The 29-year-old Czech Re-
public native has 11 goals
and 22 assists in 35 games
this season, adding to his
career totals of 128 goals and
314 assists in nine-plus sea-
sons with the Bruins.

Vatrano has six goals and
one assist in 30 games for
the Bruins during his first
full professional season. He
scored his first NHL goal in
his first game on Nov. 7 at
Montreal.

In 10 games for Provi-
dence at the beginning of the
season, the 21-year-old Va-
trano totaled 10 goals and
two assists.

Canadiens’ Price out another
3-4 weeks

The Montreal Canadiens
will be without their best
player for another three to
four weeks as goalie Carey
Price’s recovery from a low-
er-body injury is taking lon-
ger than expected, the Na-
tional Hockey League team
said on Thursday.

Price, the NHL'’s reigning
Most Valuable Player and
Vezina Trophy winner as
the top goalie, has not had
any setbacks in his rehabili-
tation but the recovery was

going slower than expected.

“We have to find a way to
win without Carey Price,”
Montreal general manager
Marc Bergevin told report-
ers. “That’s a fact.”

Since losing Price to inju-
ry nearly two months ago,
Montreal have been in a
freefall, going from a seven-
point lead in the Atlantic
Division to one point behind
New Jersey for the final
wild card into the Stanley
Cup Playoffs.

Price suffered a lower-
body injury during a game
in late October that forced
him to miss nine games. He
was in his third game back
from that injury when he
was again forced out of the
Canadiens lineup.

The 28-year-old Price,
who won a gold medal with
Canada at the 2014 Sochi
Olympics, is 10-2 with a 2.06
goals against average and
.934 save percentage in 12
games this season.
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since June 2, 2013, at Dover
and failed to notch a top-five
finish last season.

There have been extenuat-
ing circumstances — a bro-
ken leg that halted his 2013
season and the tragic inci-
dent in August 2014 when
Stewart struck and Killed a
fellow competitor while run-
ning a caution lap during a
sprint car race in upstate
New York.

Although it will be Stew-
art’s final season as a Cup
driver, he’ll remain active as
a co-owner of Stewart-Haas
Racing with Gene Haas, par-
ticipating in the day-to-day
operations of a high-profile
team with championship ex-
pectations.

“I think we have two guys
who definitely have a great
opportunity to race for a
championship (this year),”
said Stewart, referring to 2014
Sprint Cup champion Kevin
Harvick and Busch, a former
champ who finished eighth in
points last season.

Order Your Food Platters
For The Big Game

Tenders, Wings, Vegetable, and Cracker & Cheese

AMBER SEARLS | USA TODAY
Sprint Cup Series driver Tony Stewart looks on during
driver introductions before the Federated Auto Parts 400
at Richmond International Raceway in September.
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Super Bowl Watch Party

- 101” Projector Screen:
1$2.49 Bud Light Talls * 50¢ Wings
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*Must finance through
Chrysler Capitol.

Buy a brand new 2015 Dodge Grand Caravan SE Automatic.

Save $7,876 off MSRP includes 3 year, 36,000 mile Bumper-to-Bumper warranty and 5 year, 100,000 mile Power Train warranty!
Price includes documentation fee, tax and title extra. Must qualify for financing through Chrysler Capitol.
Stock #606074, Model RTKH53, MSRP $24,875. Offer expires two days after published date.
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DARLING’S AUTO MALL | 16 KINGSLAND CROSSING, ELLSWORTH
DARLINGSAUTOMALL.COM | 1-877-457-3730



