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UMcoach suspendsplayer after flagrant foul
BY PETE WARNER
BDN STAFF

University of Maine freshman
basketball player Ilija Stojiljkovic
has been suspended by head coach
Bob Walsh for
an incident dur-
ing Thursday
night’s America
East game against UMass Lowell.

“[I] suspended him for his actions
on the court against Lowell,” Walsh
said in a text message on Friday.

Walsh said he has not deter-
mined how long Stojiljkovic will
be suspended.

Stojiljkovic was assessed a “Fla-
grant 2” foul by game officials
early in the second half of the con-
test, which resulted in his ejection.

America East Conference
spokesman Sean Tainsh said that
there is no automatic suspension
resulting from a Flagrant 2, per
America East or NCAA rules.

“The only incident from which
that occurs, per NCAA rules, is

fighting (punches thrown),”
Tainsh said in an email.

He said America East backs
UMaine in the way it handled the
situation.

“The conference supports
Maine’s decision and appreciates
the proactive manner in which it
was addressed,” Tainsh said.

UMass Lowell players and head
coach Pat Duquette were overheard
during Thursday’s game as saying
Stojiljkovic, a 6-foot-7 forward from
Serbia, had bitten River Hawks

forward Josh Gantz on the ear.
Walsh said he was told Sto-

jiljkovic had intervened when
teammate Shaun Lawton and a
UMass Lowell player confronted
each other after a foul whistled
against the River Hawks.

UMaine athletic media relations
spokesman Tyson McHatten said
Stojiljkovic is not traveling with
the Black Bears for their Sunday
game at Albany.

According to the National Asso-
ciation of Basketball Coaches’

website, an example of a Flagrant
2 foul would be when a player
swings an elbow excessively and
makes contact with an opponent
above the shoulders. In this case,
the player who threw the elbow
would be ejected from the game,
and the other team would receive
two free throws and the ball.

Stojiljkovic has played in 24
games this season, including 18
starts, and is averaging 3.5 points,
3.8 rebounds, 1.4 assists and one
steal in 18 minutes per game.

JASEN VINLOVE | USA TODAY

A crew member applies a name decal Friday to the car of NASCAR Sprint Cup Series driver Brian Vickers before
practice for the Sprint Unlimited at Daytona International Speedway.

Swim teams begin
quests for titles
BY ROBBY MACDONALD
SPECIAL TO THE BDN

Maine’s interscholastic
swimmers and divers will
race for state champion-
ships beginning Saturday
with the Class A
girls meet at the
University of
Maine’s Wallace
Pool, followed by the Class A
boys meet Monday.

Bowdoin College in
Brunswick will host the
Class B girls Saturday and
the B boys Monday.

For the second consecutive
year, the championship
meets will be swum as timed
finals. A year ago, the Maine
Principals’ Association aban-
doned the traditional trials
and finals championship for-
mat.

Led by Caitlin Tycz, who
leads Class A swimmers in
seven events including a time
of 1 minute, 52.3 seconds in
the 200 freestyle, Brunswick
will attempt to retain the
championship crown won
last year.

The Brunswick boys squad
also will challenge for the
Class A title behind Nate
Samson, an elite A swimmer
during the dual-meet season
recording the fastest times in
numerous events, including a
46.5 100-yard free and a 49.9
100 backstroke.

Coach Kevin Haley’s
Cheverus of Portland team
will defend its 2015 title. Cony
has several talented swim-
mers to put the Rams among
the meet’s top teams.

Bangor’s Colby Prouty,
who finished the dual-meet
season as Class A’s second
fastest racer in the 100 breast-
stroke (58.7) and the 200 indi-
vidual medley (2:00.8), is ex-
pected to race for a medal.
Ram diver Kyle Adams, win-
ner of last week’s Penobscot
Valley Conference diving
title, also is expected to com-
pete for the gold.

At Bowdoin, coach Jim
Goodman’s Ellsworth Eagles,
a team that dominated the

PVCs earlier this week in
winning its first champion-
ship, enter the Class B meet
with a team capable of scor-
ing points from medal finish-
ers as well as from scoring
multiple swimmers in all
events.

Ellsworth’s Talor Hamil-
ton enters the meet having
led Class B swimmers in six
events after the dual-meet
season. Among his impres-
sive swims was a 46.4 100 free
state record set at the PVC
meet. Teammate Cooper
Holmes is ranked second in
Class B behind Hamilton in
the 100 butterfly and 100 back.
Given their depth, the Eagles
are a team capable of scoring
multiple swimmers in all
events.

Old Town’s Nick Gould
and Jacob Ketch, Mount Des-
ert Island’s Liam Sullivan
and Pierce DiMauro and
Camden Hills’ Kyle Crans
and Julian Abaldo are expect-
ed to lead their teams in the
championship racing. Bryce
DeMauro of MDI and Antho-
ny Wardwell of Bucksport
can be expected among the
leaders in the 1-meter diving.

Ann Tolan of Morse High
in Bath also enters the Class
B girls meet with an impres-
sive dual-meet resume high-
lighted by a 23.9 50 free, 59.4
100 butterfly and a 52 100
free. MDI’s Lydia DaCorte
and Avalon Kerley, Ells-
worth’s Ellie Clark, Foxcroft
Academy’s Gabriela John-
son, John Bapst of Bangor’s
Laura Skacel and Old Town
diver Kassidy Harriman
enter the championship
after impressive perfor-
mances at PVCs.

NOTES: Husson Universi-
ty’s swimmers are competing
at the University of Rhode Is-
land in the New England In-
tercollegiate Swimming and
Diving Association Champi-
onships through Sunday.
Leading the Eagles are Grant
Gerber, a Husson record
holder in five events, and
Laura Sarett, a record holder
in three events.
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transformation that in-
cludes new “injectors,” esca-
lators and elevators, 11 new
football field-sized concours-
es and five new entryways
into one of the most iconic
venues in motorsports rac-
ing. Don’t bother looking for
the backstretch grandstand.
It’s gone.

— New-school: Chase El-
liott is the “kid” behind the
No. 24 Hendrick Motorsports
Chevrolet, taking over Jeff
Gordon’s ride. The kid refer-
ence is a tad facetious. At 20,
Elliott is smart, savvy and ex-
perienced and comes from a
racing blue-blood family (see
Elliott, Bill). No pressure, but
boss man Rick Hendrick ex-
pects him to win a race this
season.

— Old-school: Morgan
Shepherd recently an-

nounced he will be compet-
ing in Xfinity Series season-
opening race at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway on
Feb. 20. Shepherd is 74. You
will either celebrate his re-
silience or scream at him to
get off the track because his
left-rear blinkers are on and
his time is way past due.

— Where’s Waltrip? The
Michael Waltrip Racing
team blew up after last sea-
son and is no more. The
business model exploded for
simple reasons: not enough
money and sponsorships.
MWR driver Clint Bowyer
will join HScott Motorsports
this year before taking over
Tony Stewart’s ride in 2017
for Stewart-Haas Racing.
HScott is a midsize two-car
team based in Spartanburg,
S.C., owned by businessman
Harry Scott.

— Where’s Tony? Speak-
ing of Stewart, NASCAR’s
most troubled soul won’t be
racing to try to win his first
Daytona 500. Stewart suf-

fered a burst fracture of the
L1 vertebra in an all-terrain
vehicle accident while in
Phoenix recently and may
be out as late as May. Brian
Vickers is expected to be
named as the fill-in Friday.

— Where’s Jeff? Jeff Gor-
don retired after a brilliant
career that included four
Cup titles. But don’t shed a
tear for him. He will transi-
tion nicely into the Fox
Sports booth as a race ana-
lyst and now has time to do
things like host a Daytona/
Sports Illustrated swimsuit-
issue VIP party on a yacht
the night before the Great
American Race. And no,
you’re not on the list.

— Did you forget Junior?
Of course not. NASCAR’s fa-
vorite son has been solid in
recent years but not good
enough to make the Final
Four in Homestead or win a
title. Why not now? Good
question. Everything is in
place for Dale Earnhardt Jr.,
including a stable personal

life and a fiancee he adores
in Amy Reimann.

— Will Cup champ Kyle
Busch compete in the Xfini-
ty race this season? Child,
please.

— Chasing consistency:
NASCAR will expand its
Chase format into both the
Xfinity Series and the Camp-
ing World Truck Series. The
Xfinity format will feature
12 drivers and three elimi-
nation rounds that will take
place over seven races. In
the Camping World Truck
Series Chase, eight drivers
will qualify for a similar
seven-race three-round for-
mat. Cup drivers will not be
eligible to compete for a title
in either of the other series.

— Shot clock: The Camp-
ing World Truck Series will
feature a new 20-minute cau-
tion clock built into all
races. When the green flag is
displayed, 20 minutes will
be placed on the clock. If the
clock expires, a competition
caution will be thrown.

Racing
Continued from Page B4

agreed to a one-year deal
with the Northeast Sports
Network to stream the tour-
ney’s regional semifinal and
finals at all three sites in
Bangor, Augusta and Port-
land.

The National Federation
of State High School Associ-
ations Network, which is
based in Atlanta, is live
streaming the quarterfinals
in both regions (North and
South) for the third straight
year.

The quarterfinals can be

watched at http://www.nfh-
snetwork.com/; the semifi-
nals and finals can be
watched at http://www.
nsnsports.net/ and the
MPBN website is http://
www.mpbn.net.

TOURNEY NOTES: Du-
rost said the Saturday game
schedule in Bangor will be
held despite a forecast for a
snowstorm. A Class B North
quarterfinal between No. 10
Maine Central Institute of
Pittsfield and No. 2 Ells-
worth at 9:05 a.m. at the
Cross Insurance Center tips
off a seven-game day.

BDN sports writer Larry
Mahoney contributed to this
report.

Tourney
Continued from Page B4

MAINE vs. ALBANY
Time, site: 1 p.m. Sunday, Cross Insurance Center, Bangor
Records: Maine 20-7 (America East), Albany 20-3 (11-0)
Series, last meeting: Maine leads 17-15, Albany 64-59 on 1/16/16
Key players: Maine — 5-8 G Sigi Koizar (17.2 points per game, 4.1 rebounds

per game, 4.0 assists per game, .437 3-pt. FG pct.), 6-2 F Mikaela Gustafsson
(8.6 ppg, 4.1 rpg), 5-10 G/F Liz Wood (9.7 ppg, 7.5 rpg, 3.0 apg, 2.7 steals per
game), 5-11 F Bella Swan (8.3 ppg, 5.1 rpg, .495 FG pct.), 5-8 G Sophie Weck-
strom (6.2 ppg), 5-10 G Chantel Charles (3.6 ppg); Albany — 6-1 F Shereesha
Richards (22.7 ppg, 8.9 rpg, .546 FG pct.), 5-8 G Imani Tate (17.6 ppg, 5.7 rpg,
3.6 apg, 2.9 spg), 5-9 G Zakiya Saunders (11.2 ppg, 4.4 rpg, 7.6 apg), 6-2 F
Tiana-Jo Carter (8.4 ppg, 6.4 rpg), 5-6 G Erin Coughlin (5.2 ppg, 2.0 apg)

Game notes: The Black Bears have a shot to gain a first-place tie against the
three-time defending conference champions with a Valentine’s Day victory.
UMaine owns a 17-game winning streak that is in serious jeopardy against an
Albany squad that features AE Player of the Year Richards and a talented sup-
porting cast. The Bears handled UMass Lowell 73-46 on Thursday while the
Great Danes edged Binghamton 64-58. Albany ranks first in scoring (71.6 ppg)
and scoring defense (48.2 ppg) in AE games, while UMaine is second in each
category at 62.2 ppg and 48.5 ppg, respectively.

Women’s basketball
MAINE vs. ALBANY

Time, site: 2 p.m. Sunday, SEFCU Arena, Albany, New York
Records: Maine 8-17 (4-8 America East), Albany 20-6 (9-2)
Series, last meeting: Albany leads 17-13, Maine 81-79 on 1/15/16
Key players: Maine — 6-7 F Issac Vann (14.3 ppg, 5.8 rpg), 6-7 F Devine Eke

(10.3 ppg, 6.8 rebounds per game, .645 FG pct.), 6-8 F Till Gloger (9.2 ppg), 5-11
G Aaron Calixte (10.4 ppg, 2.7 apg), 6-2 G Lavar Harewood (5.5 ppg), 6-5 G
Shaun Lawton (8.6 ppg, 3.8 rpg, 2.1 apg, 2.1 spg); Albany — 6-1 G Evan Single-
tary (13.3 ppg, 2.8 apg, 1.3 spg), 6-4 G Peter Hooley (13.0 ppg, 4.1 rpg, 2.8 apg),
6-4 G Ray Sanders (11.1 ppg, 4.2 rpg, 2.4 apg, 1.5 spg), 6-4 G Joe Cremo (10.3
ppg), 6-8 F Mike Rowley (8.1 ppg, 6.6 rpg, .582 FG pct.)

Game notes: The Black Bears will try to put an end to their four-game losing
streak that was extended with a 108-95 overtime loss to UMass Lowell on
Thursday. The Great Danes are gunning for their sixth straight win after beating
Binghamton 69-56 on Monday. UMaine is significantly shorthanded as leading
scorer Kevin Little (Achilles’), backup point guard Ryan Bernstein (mono), start-
ing forward Ilija Stojiljkovic (suspension) and junior Garet Beal (ankle) are all out
of action. The Black Bears likely will try to force a brisk tempo with their pres-
sure, but must be able to rotate back and stop penetration, which can lead to
layups and kickouts for 3-pointers.

Men’s basketball

Boston’s Tyler Randell will put up a fight
BY STEVE CONROY
BOSTON HERALD

WINNIPEG, Manitoba —
Tyler Randell was probably
the only player during Tues-
day night’s ugly home loss
who earned his spot in the
Bruins’ lineup for Thursday
night’s game against the Win-
nipeg Jets.

After sitting 12 straight
games, Randell spurred his
teammates
to a decent
first period
when he
tangled with the Kings’ Kyle
Clifford. Later, with the game
out of hand, Randell contin-
ued to hustle and scored his
fifth goal in just 21 games.

He was back in the lineup
against the Jets, skating on a
fourth line with Max Talbot
and Zac Rinaldo. Randell did
not register a point in the Bru-
ins’ 6-2 win, but in 7:43 of ice
time he blocked two shots and
dished out a pair of hits.

“Give him credit,” said
coach Claude Julien. “He’s got
five goals already, for the
amount of games he’s played.
He’s also been gritty. He de-

fendshis teammates.Thething
with him is he has to keep up
with the pace of the game on a
nightly basis. And he’s worked
hard to try and do that.”

Randell had a couple of de-
cent junior seasons for offen-
sive production. In 2008-09, he
scored 24 goals in 73 games,
split between Belleville and
Kitchener. He had 20 goals in
68 games for the Kitchener
Rangers in 2010-11 while rack-
ing up 160 penalty minutes.
Last year, he had 11 goals in 74
games to go along with 120
penalty minutes.

“He’s got a lot more skill
than people think. And the one
thing we know is that he’s very
good from the top of the circle
on in as far as tipping pucks
and shooting pucks,” Julien
said. “It’s the rest of his game
he has to keep working on.”

Randell is well aware that
the days of the one-dimension-
al fighter hanging around on
an NHL roster are over. You
have to bring more to the table.

“Throughout my career in
the OHL I had a lot of fights,
but obviously you have to
work on both sides of your
game right now,” Randell said.

“Even just in the last couple of
years, the game has changed . .
. All those guys who are just
fighters are pretty much gone,
so you have to be able to play
all parts of the game. You have
to be strong on defense, you
have to be good on the fore-
check and create the energy
when you need it.

“If guys are running
around, fights still occur, but
you can’t just be an enforcer
anymore. So I’ve been work-
ing on my skills to become a
better all-around player.”

And skating has been at
the top of his list.

“Every day after practice,
I’m working on foot speed,
and the first three steps are
huge to get up in the play or
even get ahead of the play,”
Randell said.

Dropping the gloves
Thursday night’s game

featured three fights, includ-
ing one heavyweight battle.
In the first period, Rinaldo
fought Winnipeg’s Chris
Thorburn and Matt Beles-
key tangled with the Jets’
Tyler Myers.

The Bruins’ Patrice

Bergeron fought former team-
mate Blake Wheeler, with the
Jets forward landing the last
punch before both players
crashed to the ice.

“A few slashes, some
stick-work from me and
from him as well and we
kind of talked about it,”
Bergeron said. “It was kind
of the spur of the moment. It
wasn’t anything left over
from his time with us.”

Said Wheeler: “It’s really
nothing, just got into it a lit-
tle bit and that was the end
of it. I’ve got a lot of respect
for that guy.”

Subban surgery
Tough break for goalten-

der Malcolm Subban, whose
development with the AHL
Providence Bruins recently
appeared to be taking a turn
for the better. General man-
ager Don Sweeney an-
nounced yesterday that Sub-
ban will be out for at least
two months following sur-
gery to repair a fractured
larynx. The goalie suffered
the injury during warmups
prior to Providence’s Feb. 6
game in Portland, Maine.

BRUINS
NOTEBOOK

MountainWest officials
say error cost Boise State
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Mountain West Con-
ference acknowledged Fri-
day that an error cost Boise
State a victory over Colorado
State earlier in the week, but
because of an NCAA rule the
outcome cannot be reversed.

During Wednesday
night’s game at Colorado
State, Boise State’s James
Webb III appeared to make a
banked 3-pointer before the
buzzer at the end of over-
time to break an 84-84 tie,
but officials waved off the
basket after a review.

The shot left Webb’s hand
on time, but the clock opera-
tor was slow to start the
clock and the officials used
stopwatch technology to as-
certain that the play took 1.3
seconds when there was
only 0.8 of a second on the

clock before the ball was in-
bounded.

The referees followed the
correct protocol with the ev-
idence in front of them, the
conference determined
Thursday, but after further
review on Friday, the league
office found a difference be-
tween the “rate at which the
embedded digital stopwatch
advanced (on the replay
monitor) and the rate at
which the game clock re-
gressed during the instant
replay review.”

So the officials ruled cor-
rectly based on the technol-
ogy, but the information
was flawed and, according
to NCAA Rule 5, Section 5,
the outcome of a game can-
not be overturned.

Boise State went on to
lose 97-93 in double over-
time.


