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BANGOR — Katahdin
pushed Washburn to the
limit on Saturday night. The
Cougars rallied from 15
points down in the first half
to take the lead with 4:10 left
in the
game.

Rather
than let it
slip away, the five-time de-
fending state champions re-
lied on their big-game expe-
rience and poise.

Senior Emmy Churchill
scored eight fourth-quarter
points, including two free
throws with 11.6 seconds to
play, to lift No. 2 Washburn
to a 67-62 Class D North girls
basketball quarterfinal vic-
tory over the No. 7 Cougars.

“I think it helps with
nerves. Having more experi-
ence, we’re composed,”
Churchill said.

“We knew we were going
to have to fight the whole
way, but things turned out
in our favor,” she added.

Churchill and classmate
Laine Mette spearheaded a
relentless defense that
helped coach Diana Trams’
Beavers (15-4) advance to
Thursday’s 2:05 p.m. semifi-
nal against No. 3 Shead of
Eastport, a 34-22 winner
over Deer Isle-Stonington.

Churchill, senior Grace
Bailey and freshman Kassie
Farley were key performers
as Washburn made clutch
plays down the stretch.

“I don’t think we got rat-
tled,” Trams said.

The Beavers prevailed de-
spite allowing Katahdin of
Stacyville (10-10) to shoot 50
percent (27-for-54) from the
floor. The Cougars out-
rebounded Washburn 44-25,
but were plagued by 26 turn-
overs.

“We just tried to keep the
tempo going, keep the pace
(up),” said Trams, whose
team mixed up defenses in-
cluding a triangle-and-two
and a 1-3-1 half-court trap.

Churchill connected for 23

points with five rebounds and
Mette tossed in 16 points. Far-
ley (5 rebounds) and Braley (7
rebounds) scored 13 and 11
points, respectively. The Bea-
vers shot 25-for-55 (45 per-
cent).

Senior guard Courtney Ste-
vens sparked Katahdin with
23 points on 11-for-16 shooting
and sophomore forward Nata-
lie Rickards piled up 18 points
and 18 rebounds with two
blocked shots. Georgia
Landry chipped in with nine
points and five rebounds and
Molly Cunningham added six
points, 11 rebounds and three
blocks.

Washburn led 37-22 late in
the first half but Katahdin
got back into it amidst a 10-1
run that cut the deficit to
48-45 after three quarters.
Stevens made two baskets
during a 6-0 spurt early in
the fourth that gave the Cou-
gars a 51-50 lead.

They were up two at the
4:10 mark, but Kristen
Sarmiento stuck a 16-footer
and Farley made a layup in
transition. Katahdin had
chances to regain the lead, but
Churchill made two foul shots
with 11.6 seconds left and Far-

ley added two after a turnover
to ice it.

In the earlier game, Shead
of Eastport showed off its de-
fense and rebounding, limit-
ing Deer Isle-Stonington to six
second-half points to earn the
victory.

The Tigerettes (13-6) played
an effective 3-2 zone defense
that hampered the offensive
effectiveness of the No. 6 Mar-
iners and grabbed a 44-30 re-
bounding advantage to grind
out the win. The teams split
their two regular-season
meetings.

Deer Isle-Stonington had
difficulty finding space to op-
erate inside against the zone.
The Mariners attempted just
36 shots and made only six (17
percent).

“We started rebounding
offensively, defensively,
pushing the ball,” said ju-
nior guard Holly Preston,
who went 8-for-10 from the
foul line en route to a game-
high 17 points and also
pulled down 10 rebounds to
spark coach Corey Sulli-
van’s squad.

“We moved into the 3-2,
which really packed it in and
shut down their big girl (Ally

Eaton) who scores,” Preston
added.

Senior Cierra Seeley posted
10 points and four rebounds
and Hannah Lank snatched 10
boards to go with her five
points for Shead, which shot
only 20 percent (10-for-51)
from the floor. Cassidy Wilder
also grabbed eight rebounds.

“If we’re passing the ball
good, we’re pretty dangerous.
I’ve never seen us miss so
many layups,” Sullivan said.

Eaton, a senior, led Deer Isle-
Stonington (8-11) with 11 points,
which put her over the 1,000
markforhercareer.Shegrabbed
a game-high 13 rebounds.

Shead pulled in front for
good over the last 1:43 of the
first half as Preston hit a run-
ner from the paint and made
three of four free throws to
make it 20-16.

But the Tigerettes didn’t
put the game away until the
last five minutes, after Eaton
scored on a drive to the basket
late in the third to reach 1,000.

With Shead leading 25-22,
Seeley scored off a loose ball
in the lane and Lank made an
offensive-rebound bucket to
push the lead to seven with
3:47 to play.
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Fighting IrishhandBears their 4th straight loss
BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

Sophomore goalie Cal Petersen
made 40 saves and the University
of Notre Dame received a goal and
two assists from
sophomore cen-
ter Jake Evans to
deal the Univer-
sity of Maine its fourth straight
loss, 5-1, at the Compton Family
Ice Arena on Saturday night.

Notre Dame is now 18-5-7 overall
and moved into sole possession of
first place in Hockey East with its
14-2-2 record.

Notre Dame has won four
straight, eight of its last nine and
is 13-1-3 over its last 17 games.

Maine is now 7-19-6 and 4-12-2
and the Black Bears find them-
selves in 11th place, three points
out of eighth place with four games
left. Eighth place is the final home
ice berth for the first round of the
best-of-three Hockey East playoffs.

It was the 17th time this season
Maine has scored one goal or less
in a game.

Evans gave Notre Dame the lead
for good 13:55 into the first period
before Sam Herr extended the lead 31
seconds into the second period. Con-

nor Hurley added a five-on-three goal
at the 14:09 mark of the period.

Anders Bjork and Dylan
Malmquist added third-period
goals 1:31 apart before Brendan
Robbins ruined Petersen’s bid for
his first shutout of the season with
2:49 remaining.

Evans opened the scoring when
he used a couple of nifty moves to
maneuver around Maine defense-
man Sam Becker before pulling
the puck across the low slot and
tucking the puck between Maine
goalie Matt Morris’ pads.

Herr extended the lead when he
pounced on a loose puck off a re-

bound and slid the puck past Mor-
ris from just beyond the crease.

Maine generated 11 of the mid-
dle period’s first 17 shots on goal
but consecutive penalties 2:30
apart on Danny Perez were fol-
lowed by a too many men on the
ice penalty and the Fighting Irish
capitalized when Jordan Gross’
one-timer from the high slot pro-
duced a rebound and Hurley
flipped it into the open net with
the two-man advantage.

Freshman Rob McGovern re-
placed Morris and stopped all
seven shots he faced over the final
12:35.

Freshman Robbins scored his
second goal in three games and
third in six games when he busted
unattended to the far post and
tapped in a perfect pass from Ste-
ven Swavely.

Maine’s Cedric Lacroix and
Brian Morgan were assessed pen-
alties in the middle period.

Maine outshot Notre Dame 41-
35.

“We carried the play after we
fell behind 2-0,” said Maine coach
Red Gendron who felt the score
was misleading. “We played much
better than we did on Friday night.
We had a lot more chances.”
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Washburn’s Taylor Howe (left) and Katahdin’s Kaycee Cintron dive for the loose ball
during Saturday night’s Class D North quarterfinal in Bangor. Washburn won 67-62.

2nd-period surge powers Ellsworth boys pastMCI
BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

BANGOR — A veteran
Ellsworth High School bas-
ketball team didn’t let a game-
tying half-court 3-pointer by
M a i n e
C e n t r a l
Institute’s
Tre Grier
to end the first quarter ham-
per its quest.

The second-seeded Eagles
outscored No. 10 MCI of Pitts-
field 22-2 in the second quarter
andnever lookedback,enroute
to a 56-28 triumph in their Class
B North quarterfinal at the
Cross Insurance Center in Ban-
gor on Saturday morning.

Bruce St. Peter, the 6-foot-5
center, had nine points and
five rebounds in the decisive
second quarter. Fellow senior
Nick Bagley, a 6-foot forward,
contributed seven points and
six rebounds in the period as
the Eagles improved to 15-4.

Ellsworth will meet No. 6
Caribou, 12-8, at 7:05 p.m.
Wednesday in a semifinal at
the Cross Insurance Center.
Ellsworth swept the regular
season meetings 51-38 and 46-
29.

“We knew the second quar-
ter would be big,” St. Peter
said. “We really tried to step
up our defense. We got pres-
sure on their guards and
stayed strong down low.”

MCI (8-12) shot just 1-for-12
from the floor in the second
period against Ellsworth’s
man-to-man and half-court
trap.

“Our half-court trap
seemed to bother them a little
bit. We started to get some
easy hoops, and it started
opening things up on the out-
side,” Ellsworth coach Peter
Austin said. “At times we can
turn it on defensively.”

MCI coach Josh Tardy
said his Huskies have had
“those spells this year, when
we stop running our offense
and we get fast in the mo-
ment, which creates us to
rush mentally. We go into
modest panic mode, and it

creates execution problems.”
Ellsworth scored the last 17

points of the quarter after
Grier’s short runner provided
MCI with its only points of the
quarter.

St. Peter had all of his nine
second-quarter points during
that stretch.

St. Peter’s 15 points, 11 re-
bounds and four assists were
game highs. Bagley had 11
points, nine rebounds, three
assists and two steals and
Alex Braley and Kyle Golding
had eight points apiece.

Junior guard Grier scored
13 points and grabbed five re-
bounds to pace MCI (8-12) and
Josh Buker added seven
points.

Washburn holds off Katahdin; Shead up next
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Ellsworth’s Bruce St. Peter (left) leaps for a rebound against
Maine Central Institute’s Greg Vigue (center) and Dillon
Fitts during the Class B North game at the Cross Insurance
Center in Bangor on Saturday. Ellsworth won 56-28.
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seven points and four re-
bounds.

Desisto, Collett and Coutts
were instrumental in the nego-
tiating MDI’s diamond-and-one
press.

Koffman said Orono’s will-
ingness to play their roles un-
selfishly has made all the differ-
ence.

“That’s our strength,” he
said. “We finally realized that
it’s not going to be one person,
it’s going to be a collective per-
formance that’s going to carry
us all.”

Orono grabbed the upper
hand late in the third quarter.
Koffman scored from off a loose
ball after the first of three MDI
turnovers in 48 seconds, then
Desisto made two free throws.
Woldring cashed in on another
miscue with a baseline move to

make it 42-35 after three.
Woldring kept Orono’s mo-

mentum going with two foul
shots and a finger roll after a
Koffman steal, pushing the lead
to 46-35. MDI cut the deficit to
three on an Andrew Phelps
3-pointer and Riley Swanson’s
baseline runner, but Orono re-
mained composed and patient.

The result was an 11-for-12
effort from the foul line in the
last 3:43.

Swanson led the Trojans
with 11 points and four re-
bounds and Aaron Snurkowski
netted nine points.

In the latergame,adefensive
change early in the third quar-
ter helped the top-seeded Coy-
otes pull away from the No. 8
Belfast Lions 83-47.

Old Town took a 10-point
halftime lead and the Lions cut
it down to five before the Coy-
otes changed to a zone defense
to shut down Belfast’s strong
outside shooting attack.

The Coyotes then rattled off

10unansweredpointsfora50-35
lead with 3:19 left in the third
quarter and the Lions got no
closer than 11 the rest of the
way.

Belfast, which made its first
trip to a tourney quarterfinal in
Bangor since 2001, finished
with a 9-11 record.

Andre Miller showed off
some explosive moves to the
basket and finished with 23
points to lead the Coyotes, who
featured offensive balance with
20 points from Kaleb Gifford
and 15 from Drew Coulombe.

Nolan Woods paced Belfast
with 20 points, but was held to
four in the second half. Zane
Bielenberg chipped in with 11
points.

Behind a balanced offensive
attack, Old Town surged to a
17-point lead with 2:19 left in the
first half, but Belfast responded
with a 10-0 scoring run behind
eight points from Woods, two
on 3-pointers, to cut Old Town’s
lead to 36-29 at halftime.

Two more 3-pointers by
Bielenberg, one from NBA dis-
tance, to start the second half
sparked the change by Old
TowncoachBrianMcDormand
to 1-2-2 zone.

“It was something we’ve
been working on this week for
Belfast,” McDormand said.
“We hadn’t played it all year, so
we were a bit leary of trying it
but it got to a point where we
figured we’d give it a shot for
one or two possessions and it
wasthedifferenceinthegame.”

The Coyotes limited the
Lions to one shot and also
forced some turnovers that put
the Coyotes into more of a fast-
paced game.

“Thisisabiggercourt,which
we like and we wanted to get
out in the open court and run,”
McDormand said.

The Old Town defense held
the Lions to a an 18-for-56 shoot-
ing effort (32 percent) from the
floor and controlled the re-
bounding game.
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remaining. Scarborough
moved into second place
with three swimmers scor-
ing in the 500.

Dragon senior Lynsie Rus-
sell, who finished second in the
200 free behind first-place fin-
isher Elaine Dudley of Massa-
besic (1:56.3), won the event
(5:17) and freshman Alex
Morse finished fifth (5:36.1) to
score 34 points for the Dragons
in the event.

In a display of freestyle ver-
satility, the Dragons transi-
tioned from their 500 free med-
als to a gold medal in the 200
free relay as Russell, Blair,
Stevenson, and Tycz sped to a
1:40.7, aconvincingwinby four
seconds.

Brunswick closed the meet
with a gold-record perfor-
mance in the 400 free relay
racing to a state and meet-re-
cord finish of 3:39.1 highlighted
by a 51-second split from Tycz.

“We were confident in our
relay. I told them to be safe on
their starts and takeoffs and

they still set the record. We
haveagroupofkidswhoswam
well today,” Bright said.

While Brunswick was rac-
ing to thechampionship, coach
Kevin Haley’s Cheverus team
and Scarborough High contin-
ued to compete for the runner-
up position. Entering the final
event, Scarborough led the
Stags by a point. Scarborough
secured second place by col-
lecting the silver medal in the
400 free relay (3:44.3).

JoiningTyczasadoublegold
medalist in individual events,
Abby Longstaff, who swam the
backstroke leg (27.1) on the
Stags’ winning medley relay,
won the 50 free, exploding off
the the start to race to a 24.4
touch. She then lowered her
seed time from 59.3 to 57.8 for
the 100-yard backstroke win.

In the meet’s first record
performance, Falmouth’s
Charlotte Janelle totaled 417.40
points for thetitle inthe11-dive
one-meter event eclipsing the
previous meet record of 415.70
set in 1989 by Bangor’s Stacy
Cooper.

Edward Little High received
the MPA’s Sportsmanship
Award.
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Continued from Page B4

“We can’t let people make 13
3’s, let alone shoot 22 of them,”
Abrahamson-Henderson said.

The hosts seized the mo-
mentum midway through the
third quarter after Richards
scored on an offensive re-
bound at the 4:45 mark. UAl-
bany trailed only 42-41, but
would not score again for 4
minutes, 40 seconds.

“I thought we were much

more engaged defensively
than we were the last time we
played them,” Barron said.

UMaine mounted a 9-0 run
that began with Swan’s bas-
ket from the paint in transi-
tion. It closed out the quarter
with Koizar’s basket from un-
derneath, a baseline scoop
shot by Anna Heise and a
Weckstrom 3-pointer that
made it 51-41.

UAlbany fought back within
four at 57-53 with 2:35 left, but
Bodine’s 3-pointer and Wood’s
eight-footer from the baseline
kept the cushion intact.

UMaine
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Albany rolls past UM
men’s basketball team
BY PETE WARNER
BDN STAFF

The University at Albany
shot 58 percent from the
field on Sunday afternoon
while cruising to a 108-64
America East men’s basket-
ball victory over the Univer-
sity of Maine at SEFCU
Arena in Albany, New York.

Ray Sanders connected for
22 points and provided seven
rebounds, four assists and
threestealsas theGreatDanes
(21-7, 10-3 AE) avenged an 81-70
loss to the Black Bears in the
first meeting of the season on
Jan. 15 at the Cross Insurance
Center in Bangor.

Dallas Ennema posted 16
points and seven rebounds
while Peter Hooley and
Evan Singletary (8 assists)
contributed 12 and 11 points,
respectively, for UAlbany,
which built a commanding
51-29 halftime advantage.

The Great Danes ham-
mered the ball inside and
scored 64 points in the paint,
matching UMaine’s total
scoring output.

Issac Vann poured in 26
points and chipped in with
five rebounds, two steals
and two blocked shots to

lead UMaine (8-18, 4-9 AE),
which suffered its fifth
straight loss.

Aaron Calixte netted 12
points and Till Gloger had 10
for the Black Bears, who
were outrebounded 51-25.

UAlbany put UMaine in a
hole out of the gate, building
a 10-2 lead during the first 5
minutes, 12 seconds. Single-
tary made two of the hosts’
four layups during that run.

The Black Bears were not
able to keep pace the rest of
the way.

UMaine was shorthanded
again on Sunday as sopho-
more guard Kevin Little, the
team’s leading scorer, was
out with a left Achilles’ ail-
ment. Freshman Ilija Sto-
jiljkovic was serving a sus-
pension from coach Bob
Walsh for receiving a Fla-
grant 2 foul in last Thursday’s
game against UMass Lowell.

Also, freshman guard
Ryan Bernstein is suffering
from mononucleosis and ju-
nior wing Garet Beal re-
mains out with a microfrac-
ture in his right ankle.

UMaine is off until next
Sunday, when it hosts
league-leading Stony Brook
at 2 p.m.


