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Miller won’t play for Broncos under franchise tag
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Denver linebacker Von
Miller expressed his tough-
est sentiments yet about his
contract situation by insist-
ing he won’t
play in 2016
if the Bron-
cos keep the
franchise tag on him.

Miller is disillusioned
that he and the Broncos
have been unable to reach
an agreement on a long-term
deal. Denver placed the fran-
chise tag on Miller in March
but the two sides are now at
a stalemate in contract nego-
tiations.

The Super Bowl 50 MVP
used his Instagram account
to convey his stance.

“I love my Teammates,
Coaches, and My Fans but
there is “No Chance” I play
the 2016 season under the
Franchise tag,” Miller
wrote.

The Broncos offered
Miller a six-year, $114.5
million deal but it was
turned down because Mill-
er and his representatives
weren’t happy with the
amount of guaranteed
money in the offer. Denver

offered $38.9 million in
guaranteed money over the
first two years with a po-
tential of $58 million over-
all.

Without an agreement,
Miller would be left to play
the 2016 season under a
$14.129 million franchise
tag.

The situation became
more complex earlier this
week when Philadelphia
Eagles defensive end Fletch-
er Cox signed a reported six-
year, $103 million deal that
included $63 million in guar-
anteed money. The guaran-
teed dollars are the most for
a non-quarterback in NFL
history.

Patriots agree to termswith
QBBrissett

The New England Patri-
ots and rookie quarter-
back Jacoby Brissett
agreed to contractual
terms, the club announced
Thursday.

Brissett, a third-round se-
lection, has landed a four-
year deal worth approxi-
mately $3.4 million, accord-
ing to published reports.

Brissett threw 43 touch-
downs passes over the past

two seasons at North Caro-
lina State. He began his col-
lege career at Florida before
transferring.

Panthers give Rivera rich
extension

Carolina Panthers coach
Ron Rivera had his contract

extended through the 2018
season and his salary will
now top $6 million per sea-
son.

Rivera apparently
reached agreement on the
deal sometime during the
spring. The new pact makes
him among the highest-paid
coaches in the league.

Seattle’s Pete Carroll and
New Orleans’ Sean Payton
reportedly make around $8
million a season and New
England’s Bill Belichick
makes approximately $7.5
million.

Rivera coached the Pan-
thers to an NFL-best 15-1 re-
cord last season. Carolina
reached the Super Bowl be-
fore losing to the Denver
Broncos.

Rivera was named NFL
Coach of the Year for the sec-
ond time in three seasons. He
has a 47-32-1 record in five
seasons with the Panthers.

Rivera unsuccessfully in-
terviewed for nine different
NFL coaching jobs before
the Panthers hired him.

Dolphins sign speedster
Drake

Running back Kenyan

Drake signed with the
Miami Dolphins, who now
have all eight of their NFL
Draft picks under con-
tract. Terms were not dis-
closed.

Drake was selected in
the third round after play-
ing in 42 career games for
Alabama, where he rushed
for 1,495 yards and 18
touchdowns on 233 carries
while adding 570 yards and
four scores on 46 recep-
tions.

Drake is expected to have
an immediate impact on the
Dolphins’ backfield with
Lamar Miller signing a four-
year, $26 million deal with
the Houston Texans after
rushing for 1,971 yards and
16 touchdowns the past two
seasons. Jay Ajayi enters
training camp as the expect-
ed starter, but the much
faster Drake is seen as an
ideal change-of-pace comple-
ment.

The Dolphins also have
veteran Damien Williams in
the mix.
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Denver Broncos outside linebacker Von Miller (right) cele-
brates with the Vince Lombardi Trophy after being named
the Super Bowl MVP after beating the Carolina Panthers in
Super Bowl 50 at Levi’s Stadium in February.
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Former Baylor coach Art Briles
claimswrongful termination
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Former Baylor coach Art
Briles accused Baylor Uni-
versity of wrongful termina-
tion and his attorney strong-
ly chastised the school in a
motion filed Thursday as
part of a lawsuit filed by rape
victim Jasmin Hernandez.

Briles’ attorney, Ernest
Cannon, said Baylor is using
Briles as a scapegoat after
failing to adequately handle
allegations of sexual assault.

“The conclusion is ines-
capable that the motive of
Baylor and the Board of Re-
gents was to use its head foot-
ball coach and the Baylor ath-
letic department as a camou-
flage to disguise and distract
from its own institutional
failure to comply,” Cannon

wrote to university attorneys.
The letter suggests that

Briles is prepared to engage
in a lengthy legal fight with
his former employers. Briles
went 65-37 in eight seasons
at the school before being
removed as coach in the
wake of a report on the foot-
ball program’s handling of
sexual assaults by the law
firm Pepper Hamilton.

The report said Baylor
failed to properly respond to
sexual assaults and it also
led to the departure of ath-
letic director Ian McCaw
and the demotion of univer-
sity president Kenneth Starr
to chancellor.

Briles said he still hasn’t
seen the evidence the school
used to make the decision on
his status.

Briles is named as a co-
defendant in the lawsuit
filed in March by Hernan-
dez, a former Baylor student
who cited Title IX viola-
tions. Hernandez was raped
in 2012 by football player
Tevin Elliott, who was con-
victed and received a 20-
year prison sentence.

Hernandez has chosen to
be identified as she is speak-
ing publicly to draw atten-
tion to the situation.

In another development,
three women filed a Title IX
lawsuit of their own over
Baylor’s handling of the sex-
ual assaults.

The women claim they
were victims of “student-on-
student sexual assault and
subsequent sex-based ha-
rassment.”


