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Earnhardt Jr.won’t retaliate against Edwards
BY JONATHAN INGRAM
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The idea that the close, pres-
sure-packed racing during the
Chase for the NASCAR Sprint Cup
generates feuding among contend-
ers has taken another hit.

Despite encouragement from
fans, Dale Earnhardt Jr. has said
he will not be gunning for Carl
Edwards at the Kansas Speedway
on Sunday. Instead, he’ll be look-
ing to win the race.

Edwards made an aggressive
passing attempt at the Charlotte
Motor Speedway in the opening
race of Round 2 of the Chase,
which put the Chevy of Earnhardt
Jr. into the Turn 1 wall. That
began a series of problems leading
to a 28th place finish by the Hen-
drick Motorsports driver.

It means Earnhardt Jr. likely
will have to win one of the two re-
maining races in Round 2 at Kan-
sas or the Talladega Superspeed-
way to remain in the Chase.

Despite the calls from his fans to
give Edwards a payback, Earn-
hardt Jr. said on his weekly pod-
cast that won’t happen.

“A lot of people want me to
wreck Carl,” he said. “I’m not
going to do that, because if I’m try-
ing to wreck Carl, I’m not winning
Kansas, I’m not winning Tallade-
ga. You can’t go chase after a guy
and put him out of the race and
accomplish what your goals are.
Our goals are to go to those races
and win, that’s what we’re going to
do.”

Many of the members of Earn-
hardt Nation are second genera-
tion, probably one reason why
Earnhardt Jr. has heard the call
for retaliation. The man in black,
Dale Earnhardt Sr., was well
known for paybacks, feuding with
drivers he didn’t like and some-
times using high-speed contact to
either pass a competitor or send a
message. Earnhardt Sr.’s aggres-
sive tactics changed superspeed-
way racing into a contact sport
and drew a legion of followers that
helped NASCAR grow its fan base.

Earnhardt Jr. has always cho-
sen a different path. It’s rare for
him to initiate contact, even in re-
taliation. Now 41 years old with 25
career Sprint Cup victories and 13
poles, he says he may retire by age
45 and wants to be remembered as
a driver who brought fun to the
sport and represented it well.

It goes unsaid that his father
was killed after aggressive driving

in the Daytona 500 on the last lap
in 2001 and that his entire career
was full of incidents resulting
from aggressive driving.

Earnhardt Jr. regards the inci-
dent with Edwards, who accused
him of blocking tactics in previous
laps, as just racing. He added ei-
ther driver might have prevented
it. For his part, Edwards of Joe
Gibbs Racing said “it stinks” that
Earnhardt Jr. got into the wall
after the race, but made no apolo-
gies for holding his ground in
Turn 1 after getting a run on the
Chevy.

Feuds are short-lived or still-
born these days in NASCAR’s pre-
mier series in large part because
sponsors tend to frown on them —
especially in the form of fighting
once out of the cars. Plus they can
be dangerous.

In 2009, Edwards put Brad Kes-
elowski’s Dodge into the catch
fence of the Atlanta Motor Speed-
way in front of the main grand-
stand after contact between the
two earlier in the race. That retali-
ation came three races after Kesel-
owski’s race-winning move at Tal-
ladega sent Edwards’ Roush Fen-
way Racing Ford into the catch
fence and injurious debris into the
grandstands.

Ill feelings now seem to boil
over and disappear very quickly,
especially during the Chase. Driv-
ers need to advance and don’t have
much margin for error. Last year,
Keselowski was attacked while on
foot near his hauler by Matt Kens-
eth following the Chase race in
Charlotte — but they ended up as
allies at Talladega, where Kenseth
helped push Keselowski’s winning
Ford to the front of the field late in
the race. That’s because both driv-
ers needed a good finish and Kesel-
owski happened to have the faster
car.

Jeff Gordon later tangled with
Keselowski in a post-race melee at
the Texas Motor Speedway after
contact in Turn 1 on a restart. But
nobody’s car gets hurt when ham-
merlocks are being thrown in the
pits. For his part, Keselowski, who
often is in the middle of incidents,
has said he needs to stand his
ground because older, veteran
drivers are biased against his new
generation when it comes to give
and take on the track. In this re-
spect, he’s far more of a latter-day
Earnhardt Sr. than Earnhardt Jr.

At Kansas and Talladega, Earn-
hardt Jr. and Kenseth, who fin-
ished 42nd in Charlotte, both need
better than a good finish if they

want to be one of eight drivers
moving on to Round 3. They are
next-to-last and last in the current
Chase standings.

Earnhardt Jr. is three positions
and 19 points behind eighth-placed
Keselowski and Kenseth is 32
points behind the cutoff line. One
point is equal to one position on
the race track.

In 18 races at Kansas, Earnhardt
Jr.’s best finish was second in 2011.
This spring, he finished third. He’s
a better bet at Talladega, where
Earnhardt Jr. is tied with Jeff Gor-
don among current drivers with
six career victories and tied for
second all-time behind Earnhardt
Sr.’s 10 victories. Earnhardt Jr.’s
two victories this year have come
in the restrictor plate races at Tal-
ladega and the Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway.

For Kenseth, who got behind in
Charlotte due to pit strategy and
then wrecked fighting his way
back to the front, the situation is
reversed. In 19 starts at Kansas,
Kenseth has two wins, six Top 5s
and 11 Top 10s. According to NAS-
CAR’s statistics, his 104.9 driver
rating at Kansas is the second-
highest. But Kenseth has only one
win in 31 starts at Talladega and
only six Top 5s.

Coachdenies
ordering
player to
hit referee
BY JON HERSKOVITZ
REUTERS

AUSTIN, Texas — The Texas
high school football coach suspect-
ed of directing his players to blind-
side an official in a game denied he
ordered the hit and told an investi-
gative panel on Thursday he wants
to clear his name.

John Jay High School secondary
coach Mack Breed said he made
comments that included profani-
ties in anger about an official’s call
in the game last month while on the
sidelines but that they were not di-
rected at any players on his team. A
few plays later, two players on the
team ran over the official.

“If they were in that area and
they heard that, maybe they took
action on that. That is what is kind
of eating me up in that situation,”
Breed told a panel from the gov-
erning body for school sports in
Texas, the University Interscho-
lastic League.

The panel suspended Breed from
coaching for the rest of the 2015-16
football season for his outburst, say-
ing it reflected poorly on his role in
guiding young athletes, but added he
deserved a second chance to coach.

A video clip viewed millions of
times on YouTube of the game be-
tween John Jay and Marble Falls
High School shows two John Jay
defensive backs lining up behind
the official, with one running into
him from behind and the other
driving into him just after he was
knocked down.

The two players were ejected
from the game, which John Jay
lost, 15-9. The video led to a nation-
al debate about violence in sports
at the high school level.

Brian Woods, the superintendent
of Northside Independent School
District, which oversees John Jay,
had told the panel at a previous meet-
ing in September that Breed made
comments to the coaches after the
game that he may have been respon-
sible for the players’ actions.

Breed, who has lost his job at the
school, said at the hearing that after
the game he told coaches that he
made angry comments on the side-
lines about a call and felt some re-
sponsibility for the incident.
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Dale Earnhardt Jr., pictured greeting fans at New Hampshire Motor Speedway in September, says he will
not retaliate against Carl Edwards for a recent crash that cost him valuable points.


