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Martinsville’s short track fits Gordon’s hopes
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Jeff Gordon has the Chase
for the NASCAR Sprint Cup
field exactly where he wants
it.

Gritting his way into NAS-
CAR’s playoffs without a win,
Gordon has picked up mo-
mentum by notching three
consecutive top 10 finishes in
the Contender Round to ad-
vance to the eight-driver Elim-
inator Round of the Chase for
the NASCAR Sprint Cup.

Now, Gordon gets to carry
that momentum to the place
where his eight wins are tied
for the track record among ac-
tive drivers — Martinsville
(Va.) Speedway. If he visits
Victory Lane in Sunday’s
Goody’s Headache Relief 500
(1:15 p.m., NBCSN) at the oval
affectionately referred to as
“The Paperclip,” Gordon will
automatically advance to the
four-driver Championship
Round race at Homestead-Mi-
ami Speedway.

“We’re carrying a lot of con-
fidence and momentum and
pride right now knowing that
we’ve had to grind it out just
to get ourselves in the Chase,”
Gordon said. “That grind and
that fight that we have in us is
what we’ve been putting out
there these last six weeks that
has gotten us to this round
and now we get to continue
that fight and grind, but we get
to do it at some tracks we have
a legitimate shot at competing
for wins.”

Martinsville has been Gor-
don’s playground over his 23
full-time seasons in the NAS-
CAR Sprint Cup Series. In 45

starts at the .526-mile track, he
boasts 28 top fives and 36 top
10s in addition to his eight
wins. His 6.7 average finish
and 6.681 average running po-
sition are both series bests at
Martinsville.

“I also know that it is the
one track if I could put any
track on the schedule to give
ourselves the opportunity to
win at right now, I would pick
Martinsville,” Gordon said.

The four-time NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series champion
sounds confident about enter-
ing the Eliminator Round
with little fanfare.

“I think the way we’re per-
forming right now, and I look
at the tracks we have coming
up, yeah, I feel good about (our
chances to win a champion-
ship),” Gordon said. “We’re
still under the radar, and still,
I don’t think anyone expects
that to happen.

“And we like it that way.”

Suarezeyesfirstcareerwinat
Martinsville

Daniel Suarez is getting
quite the education in stock
car racing this year.

And he’s passing with high
marks.

With only three NASCAR
national series starts to his
credit entering this season,
Suarez has competed in 39
races in 2015 across the NAS-
CAR XFINITY and Camping
World Truck Series, claiming
13 top-five and 23 top-10 fin-
ishes. He ranks seventh in the
XFINITY series standings and
has failed to post a top-10
showing just once in his nine
NCWTS starts.

Still, he is searching for his
first NASCAR national series
win. Suarez gets his next
chance to capture that elusive
first victory in Saturday’s
truck series race, the Kroger
200 at Martinsville Speedway
(1:30 p.m., FS1) — a track
where he started 11th and fin-
ished sixth in March.

“We had a good run (at Mar-
tinsville) earlier in the season

and I think I’m a much differ-
ent driver and we’re a better
team than we were back
then,” Suarez said. “We’ve
been through a lot together as
a team since then and I think
that will help us going back to
a track we’ve already run be-
fore.”

Also, working in Suarez’s
favor is that his Kyle Busch
Motorsports team has won the

last four fall races at Martins-
ville. Bubba Wallace took the
checkered flag at the .526-mile
track the last two seasons,
while Denny Hamlin visited
Victory Lane there in 2011 and
2012.

“Our trucks have come a
long ways since the spring
race, as has Daniel (Suarez),”
said Jerry Baxter, crew chief
of the No. 51 truck Suarez

will wheel. “He is a complete-
ly different driver at this
point than he was several
months ago. The biggest dif-
ference is the experience
that he has gained in that
time, which I think will be
the biggest help on Saturday.
Our team has won there
twice in the last two years so
I am confident in the week-
end being successful.”

Theriault
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dick, lost control of his
truck. It slid down the track
and sideswiped Theriault’s
truck, causing it to careen
up the track and hit the wall,
which didn’t have a SAFER
(Steel and Foam Energy Re-
duction) barrier.

Earlier this week, team
owner and Sprint Cup driv-
er Keselowski said in an
ESPN.com story that the
HANS (Head and Neck Sup-

port) device Theriault was
wearing broke upon impact.

HANS Performance Prod-
ucts said it would work with
NASCAR to investigate the
specifics of the accident and
issued a statement saying
the right side tether carrier
cracked during the colli-
sion.

The statement said the
“HANS device did its job
protecting his head and
neck as it has in thousand of
racing accidents.”

Keselowski said in the
story that the steering wheel
broke part of Theriault’s

helmet and the transmis-
sion and bellhousing came
into the cockpit.

Las Vegas Motor Speed-
way officials said the area
where Theriault hit the wall
will have a SAFER barrier
installed this winter.

“You take a chance when-
ever you do something
risky,” said Theriault. “It’s
way better when a piece of
plastic or equipment that is
meant to protect you breaks
rather than your head. It is
amazing how much safety
has improved over the
years.”

He hopes further im-
provements are made result-
ing from his accident, but he
intends to “turn the page”
and not dwell on it.

Brian Keselowski, Brad
Keselowski’s brother, re-
placed Theriault and fin-
ished 17th in the Fred’s 250
at the Talladega Superspeed-
way last weekend.

Theriault is hoping to re-
turn for the Winstar World
Casino 350 at Texas Motor
Speedway on Friday, Nov. 6.
There will be two more
races to conclude the season
after that.
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Sprint Cup Series driver Jeff Gordon climbs into his car before the Campingworld.com 500 at Talladega Superspeedway
on Sunday.
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Fort Kent native Austin Theriault competes in a NASCAR
truck series race at New Hamsphire Motor Speeday in
Loudon, New Hampshire on Sept. 26.


