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Report:Mavericks,Carlisle
agreeoncontract extension
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Dallas Mavericks and
coach Rick Carlisle reached
agreement on a contract ex-
tension, according to a re-
port Thursday.

A new five-year deal
worth approximately $35
million will elevate Carlisle
to the highest-paid coach
who is not also an executive
in the NBA, ESPN reported.

The contract reportedly
will go into effect for the
2017-18 season. It’s believed
that Carlisle is in the final
year of his current contract.

The 56-year-old Carlisle is
the winningest coach in fran-
chise history after passing
Don Nelson earlier this sea-
son. Carlisle has one NBA
title to his credit as a coach
with the Mavericks in 2011.

Carlisle previously was the
head coach of the Detroit Pis-
tons and the Indiana Pacers.

Only two other current
NBA coaches — Miami’s
Erik Spoelstra and San An-
tonio’s Gregg Popovich —
have been with the same
team as long as Carlisle.

Heat’s Green safe after
hospitalization

Miami Heat guard Gerald
Green is safe and healthy
one day after being hospital-
ized for a yet-to-be disclosed
reason, according to coach
Erik Spoelstra.

Green didn’t play in Mi-
ami’s contest on Tuesday
due to what the team termed
an illness. The following
morning he was taken to the
hospital for reasons that re-
main unclear.

“We’re grateful that he’s
safe and he’s healthy right
now,” Spoelstra told report-
ers at a Thursday morning
shootaround in Minneapo-
lis, where the Heat play the
Minnesota Timberwolves.
“And our thoughts are with
him and his family.”

Spoelstra declined fur-
ther comment on Green’s
health. So did Heat officials,
but players were told that
Green is recuperating.

“When we found out he’s
OK, we moved on,” guard
Dwyane Wade told reporters.

“I talked to him today and he
said he was doing better.
That’s all I can ask for.”

Wade said players have
not been told details of the
incident.

“I mean I really don’t know
what the situation is,” said
Wade,aco-captainof the team.
“I just know our teammate
was in the hospital and from
there, I found out he was doing
better today. I really don’t
know what the situation is.”

According to the tran-
script of the 911 call obtained
Thursday by the Sun Senti-
nel, Green was unconscious
and bleeding before para-
medics arrived.

During the call, a woman
at the front desk of Green’s
condo is heard on the re-
cording saying, “I have a
resident that just passed
out. He’s bleeding.”

Heat guard Mario Chalm-
ers, who lives in the same
Miami condo building as
Green, accompanied Green
to the hospital. Chalmers de-
clined comment at the morn-
ing shootaround.

Magic’s Vucevic outwith
bone bruise

Orlando Magic center Nik
Vucevic suffered a bone
bruise on his right knee dur-
ing Wednesday night’s game

against the Houston Rockets.
An MRI confirmed the ex-

tentof theinjurythatoccurred
in the second half of the Mag-
ic’s 119-114 overtime loss to
Rockets. The team said Thurs-
day that Vucevic’s return will
hinge on his recovery while
undergoing treatment.

The 7-foot Vucevic will
miss the Magic’s home game
on Friday night against the
Toronto Raptors. And the
team will miss his presence.
He is averaging 15.8 points,
8.0 rebounds, 2.4 blocked
shots and 2.0 assists in five
games this season.

Nuggets sign Papanikolaou,
waiveGreen

The Denver Nuggets
signed forward Kostas Papa-
nikolaou and waived guard
Erick Green.

Papanikolaou, 6-feet-8 and
225 pounds, averaged 4.2
points and 2.7 rebounds in 43
games as a rookie with the
Houston Rockets last season.
A second-round pick by the
New York Knicks in the 2012
NBA Draft, he was traded to
the Portland Trail Blazers in
2012 and then to the Rockets
the following year. Papaniko-
laou played for Olympiacos in
Greece from 2011-13 and for
FC Barcelona in the Spanish
ACB league in 2013-14.
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Dallas Mavericks head coach Rick Carlisle in the first half
of the game against the Los Angeles Lakers at Staples
Center on Sunday.


