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Orono, Hermon girls seek first state soccer titles
BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

The Orono and Hermon
High School girls soccer
teams will be seeking their
first state cham-
pionships on
Saturday, Ash-
land will look to
defend its state
title in a rematch with Rich-
mond, and Bangor will try to
win its first since 2011.

Class A
Bangor (14-1-2) vs. Gor-

ham (14-3), 10 a.m., Fitz-
patrick Stadium, Port-
land: The battle of the Rams
will see a Bangor team play-
ing in its fifth state champi-
onship game in six years
against a Gorham team that
last played in a state title
game in 2008. Gorham won
three consecutive state
crowns from 2005-07. Bangor
has surrendered just two

goals in its three playoff
wins and will try to neutral-
ize Gorham, which erupted
for a 4-0 win over Marsh-
wood of Eliot in the South
final behind goals from
freshmen Emma Forgues,
Brittany Desjardins and
Hallie Shiers. Bangor has
been led by freshman strik-
er Libby Spekhardt (16
goals), senior Sarah Bragg
(11) and junior Katie Butler
(8). Megan Conner, Grace
Morris and the speedy
Maddi Cormier marshal the
midfield, and sophomore
Lauren Young helps senior
Maeve Harrigan patrol the
back line in front of senior
goalie Emily Gilmore.

Class B
Hermon (15-0-2) vs.

Greely (15-2), 3 p.m., Port-
land: The Hawks last played
in a state game in 2012, los-
ing to Falmouth 2-1.

“It’s going to be a battle

between two very good
teams,” said Hermon coach
M.J. Ball. “You’re going to
have two organized teams
trying to break each other
down.”

Alex Allain has 26 goals
and 16 assists for the Hawks,
and Bri Saulter has contrib-
uted 18 goals and 20 assists,
including six playoff goals.
Senior Morgan Buck and ju-
nior Emi Higgins have been
solid defensively and have
helped senior goalkeeper
Bryanne Crouse post two
postseason shutouts. Greely
of Cumberland Center
hasn’t played in a state final
since 2003. But the Rangers,
regional runners-up the past
two years, posted an impres-
sive 5-1 win over York in the
South final behind dynamic
striker Izzy Hutnak’s two
postseason hat tricks.

Class C
Orono (15-1-1) vs.

Waynflete (13-4), 10 a.m.,
Dr. Gehrig T. Johnson
Complex, Presque Isle:
Orono hasn’t allowed a goal
in its postseason run and
will be looking to avenge a
3-2 overtime loss to Wayn-
flete in the 2013 champion-
ship game. The Red Riots
have been paced by Norwe-
gian exchange student Aas-
hild Fridtun, Becky Lopez-
Anido and midfielder Brins-
ley Chasse, who have com-
bined to score over 40 goals.
Lizzie White has been an
important cog in the mid-
field with seniors Jordan
Hernandez and Lauren
Stoops headlining the de-
fense.

Waynflete will be looking
for its fourth state title in
eight years and has been led
by Arianna Giguere and
goalie Ali Pope.

Class D
Ashland (17-0) vs. Rich-

mond (15-1), 3 p.m., Pr-
esque Isle: Ashland won
last year’s title game 2-1 in
overtime on a Mackenzie
Carter goal.

“Both teams are outstand-
ing defensively. It will come
down to which one wilts
first,” said Ashland coach
Peter Belskis.

This will be Richmond’s
sixth straight state title
game appearance. Carter
and Savannah Flint have
each scored 38 goals and
Caitlin Paradis has 26 for
Ashland. Cassidy Pelleti-
er, Micayla Driscoll,
Laura Sturgeon and Chel-
sea Vaillancourt com-
prise an impressive and
veteran back line while
Richmond has been
sparked by highly-skilled
Kelsea Anair, Meranda
Martin and Autumn
Acord. Anair’s 104 career
goals are tied for the
school record.

Boys soccer
state finals
Saturday
BY ERNIE CLARK
BDN STAFF

State soccer titles will be
on the line Saturday when
high school boys soccer
teams square
off at Fitzpat-
rick Stadium in
Portland and at
the Dr. Gehrig T. Johnson
Complex in Presque Isle.

Class A
No. 1 Lewiston Blue

Devils (17-0) vs. No. 1 Scar-
borough Red Storm (15-0-
2), 12:30 p.m. at Portland:
Nationally-ranked Lewiston
returns to the final for the
second straight year, with
the lone defeat during the
last two seasons a 2-1 loss to
Cheverus of Portland in the
2014 state match. The Blue
Devils stormed through the
A North regional, outscoring
Edward Little of Auburn,
Bangor and Hampden Acad-
emy by a combined 13-0.
Scarborough is in pursuit of
its 10th Class A state champi-
onship overall and third in
the last four years. The Red
Storm similarly went un-
scored upon during their re-
gional tournament, defeating
Westbrook, Falmouth and
Cheverus by a combined 7-0.

Class B
No. 10 Erskine Academy

Eagles (14-4) vs. No. 1 Yar-
mouth (15-1-1), 5:30 p.m. at
Portland: Erskine is Cinder-
ella among this year’s boys
soccer state finalists, earning
its first regional title by
knocking off the top three
seeds in the division among
four road playoff victories —
with two of the wins coming
on penalty kicks before the
Eagles’ 2-1 upset of top-ranked
and defending regional cham-
pion Ellsworth. Defending
state champion Yarmouth
earned a return trip to the
state match by outlasting Ma-
ranacook of Readfield 3-2 in
double overtime on Wednes-
day. Erskine played Marana-
cook, a fellow Kennebec Val-
ley Athletic Conference pro-
gram, in two competitive reg-
ular-season matches this fall
but lost both, 3-1 at Readfield
on Sept. 22 and 2-1 at South
China on Oct. 13.

Class D
No. 1 Fort Fairfield Tigers

(16-0-1) vs. No. 1 Buckfield
Bucks (16-1), 5:30 p.m. at
Presque Isle: Fort Fairfield is
experiencing an impressive
run in boys sports, this state
final appearance following the
Tigers’ Eastern Maine Class D
championship in boys basket-
ball last winter. Not all the
contributors are the same,
however, as evidenced by
freshman Jonah Daigle scor-
ing the game-winning goal in
Fort’s 1-0 soccer semifinal win
over Central Aroostook of
Mars Hill and its 2-1 overtime
victory over Bangor Christian
in Wednesday’s D North final
that ended the Patriots’ six-
year regional championship
streak. Both state finalists are
seeking their first crown,
Buckfield after outlasting de-
fending champion Richmond
in penalty kicks to earn the D
South crown.
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year and last year is that
we’ve picked up the ability to
finish. Last year we strug-
gled at times to put the ball
over the line, but this year
we’ve just got a plethora of
people who can do it on any
given night.”

Five different players
scored during the North final
win over Central. Senior Ric-
aija Simmons scored twice,
and juniors Simon Surin,
Oneko Lowe, Mannuel San-
chez and Adrian Wagmann
added one goal apiece.

Waynflete (14-2-1) entered
the C South playoffs seeded
second and like Washington
Academy did not allow a
goal in postseason wins
over Carrabec of North
Anson (1-0), Sacopee Valley
of South Hiram (2-0) and
Monmouth Academy (4-0) to
reach the state final for the
first time since winning it
all in 2011.

Waynflete’s regular sea-
son included a 1-0 loss to
Class A South semifinalist
Falmouth and a 2-1 victory
over Class B South champi-
on and defending state title
holder Yarmouth.

“Waynflete’s had a great
season in its own right,” said
Gardner.

Washington Academy
scrimmaged both Class B
North No. 3 seed Presque Isle
and Class A North finalist
Hampden Academy in prepa-
ration for postseason play.

The fact those matches
were on artificial turf serves
an additional purpose as the
Raiders prepare to return to
Presque Isle with a state
championship in mind.

“They’ve been looking to-
ward this game all year
long,” said Gardner. “We’ve
been trying to take it one
game at a time, we have a
motto on our team that ‘the
most important game is the
next one.’

“We’ve tried not to look
too far down the schedule,
but obviously now we’re at
that moment in time when
we’re allowed to say, ‘We
need to focus on winning a
state game,’” he said.
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THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The domestic violence
charges filed last year
against Dallas Cowboys de-
fensive end Greg Hardy
have been expunged.

Hardy originally was sus-
pended for 10 games by the
NFL for multiple violations
of its personal-conduct poli-
cy resulting from an inci-
dent with former girlfriend
Nicole Holder in the spring
of 2014 while he was with the
Carolina Panthers.

Hardy was found guilty by

a Mecklenburg County (North
Carolina) judge of assault and
making death threats against
Holder. However, Hardy ap-
pealed the ruling, and the
charges against him were dis-
missed after Holder refused to
cooperate with the district at-
torney’s office. Hardy report-
edly reached a civil settlement
with Holder, which prompted
her to not show up for the jury
trial.

On Friday, photos showing
bruises on Holder’s body were
released when Deadspin pub-
lished them on its website.

Hardy’s domestic violence charges expunged


