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University of Maine’s Blaine Byron (center) slips a shot past Princeton University’s
Colton Phinney (left) and Quin Pompi for a goal on Nov. 28 at Alfond Arena in Orono.
Byron leads the team in scoring with five goals and five assists.
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The Black Bears will have
to continue to receive quality
goaltending while playing
good team defense in the sec-
ond half if they are to climb
the Hockey East standings.

Maine has had one of the
nation’s most demanding
schedules to date. Quinnipi-
ac, Boston College, North Da-
kota and UMass Lowell are a
combined 54-8-9, and Maine
went 0-5-1 in its six games
with those four teams.

The second-half schedule,
especially the early stages, is
much more favorable.
Maine’s next six games are
against 6-6-4 New Hampshire,
5-11-1 Colgate from the ECAC
and 5-10-1 UConn. Maine
plays UNH at Portland and
Manchester, New Hamp-
shire, while the other four
games are in Orono.

It may seem like a lofty
goal, but Maine is capable of
winning 10 of its last 19
games. In order to do so, the
veteran forwards have to con-
tinue to put the puck in the
net like they have over the
last six games.

Junior Blaine Byron is the
team’s most creative forward
and leads the team in scoring
with five goals and five as-
sists. Four of those goals have
come in the last six games. If

he can keep his feet moving
and free himself from check-
ers, he could have a very pro-
ductive second half.

Nobody has had more puck
possession and generated
more scoring chances for him-
self and his teammates than
tenaciousdynamoCamBrown
(two goals, seven assists). The
5-foot-7 junior uses his quick
feetandlowcenterofgravity to
spin away from checkers.

The only weakness in his
game is his finishing. He
could have at least eight
goals. If he can start putting
the puck in the net, that could
be a key to a good second half
for the Black Bears.

Senior power forward Will
Merchant (6 & 3) has already
broken his single-season high
for goals and senior captain
Steven Swavely (3 & 3), one of
the nation’s top face-off men,
finally snapped out of a night-
marish scoring drought to
notch his first three goals of
the season over the last five
games.

Swavely leads the team in
shots on goal with 75, and his
recent scoring success will
supply him with an impor-
tant dose of confidence.

The gritty fourth line of
sophomoreCedricLacroix (3&
1) between freshman Daniel
Perez (1 & 2) and senior An-
drew Tegeler (1 & 5) has been a
real plus over the last six
games, combining for three
goalsandfiveassistswhilepro-

viding a physical presence.
But Maine will need more

consistent supplemental scor-
ing from the likes of juniors
Brian Morgan (3 & 1) and
Brady Campbell (1 & 1) and
sophomore Nolan Vesey (2 &
1). Vesey scored 10 goals last
season and finally came to
life in the last five games be-
fore the break (2 & 1).

Swift-skating Brendan
Robbins (0 & 1) has played
much better than his statis-
tics reveal and fellow fresh-
man Dane Gibson (1 & 0) has
shown glimpses of offensive
flair. Both are capable of scor-
ing five or six goals in the
second half.

On defense, junior Dan Re-
nouf (3 & 6) has continued his
impressive offensive progres-
sion. He has 3 & 3 in his last six
games. His freshman partner
Rob Michel (0 & 5, four assists
in his last four games) could
become an elite defenseman
down the road; senior Conor
Riley (0 & 1) is solid and quietly
efficient; Hamilton (0 & 3) pro-
vides a hard-nosed presence,
although he needs to cut down
on his ill-advised penalties;
Becker (0 & 2) has exhibited
good offensive skills, but he
needs to reduce his turnovers
and Muehlbauer (no points) is
a work in progress with a defi-
nite upside.

Maine will return to action
against New Hampshire at 7
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 29, in Port-
land.


