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Browns linebacker indictedondrug charges
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Cleveland Browns outside line-
backer Armonty Bryant was in-
dicted on two felony drug posses-
sion charges on Wednesday stem-
ming from his Christmas morning
arrest after a traffic stop.

Bryant faces charges for posses-
sion of Adderall and OxyCodone,
and then-practice squad defensive
back De’Ante Saunders was indicted
for improperly handling a weapon
in a motor vehicle.

The men are scheduled to be ar-
raigned in Cuyahoga County (Ohio)
Common Pleas Court on Feb 24.

According to the citation from
Berea Municipal Court in Cuyahoga
County, Saunders and Bryant were
stopped in a 2015 green Dodge travel-
ing 75 mph in a 60-mph zone. Saun-
ders was driving and refused a
breathalyzer test, and he was ar-
rested at 2:16 a.m. on Dec. 25 for oper-
ating a vehicle under the influence
and speeding.

Ohio Highway Patrol troopers
searched the car and found a Glock
handgun and 22-round magazine.

Bryant, 25, started two games last
season, in which the Browns fin-

ished 3-13. He had 40 tackles, two
forced fumbles and was second on
the team with 5.5 sacks in 14 games.

Bryant is in his third year with
the Browns. He was drafted in the
seventh round in 2013 from East
Central Oklahoma, where he had
some legal troubles. He was arrested
for selling marijuana in 2012. After
being drafted by the Browns in 2013,
he also was arrested for driving
under the influence near the school’s
stadium.

Saunders, 23, was signed to the
Browns’ practice squad in Novem-
ber.

The Browns cut Saunders and
made Bryant inactive for the final
two games.

Report:Manziel ‘hung over’
atmeeting

The after-season reports contin-
ue to pile up for troubled Cleve-
land Browns quarterback Johnny
Manziel.

According to ESPN’s Adam
Schefter, a source told him that
Manziel “was heavily hungover on
something” on the same day an-
other report said he came to a late-
season practice drunk and the

Browns covered up the incident.
The Browns issued a statement

Tuesday reiterating that Manziel
was in the league’s concussion
protocol.

“Johnny Manziel came to our
facility on the morning of Decem-
ber 30th and complained of con-
cussion symptoms,” Browns said
in the statement. “He was tested
by an independent neurologist and
entered the league’s concussion
protocol. He remained in the pro-
tocol until January 12th after
being cleared by the independent
neurologist.”

One well-placed Browns source
who had contact with Manziel on
Dec. 30 told Schefter: “Manziel
looked terrible. He wasn’t drunk,
but he was heavily hungover on
something. There was something
going on there.”

Manziel is being investigated on
allegations of domestic violence
due to the incident that occurred
in the early morning hours of Jan.
30.

Dallas police announced last
Friday that they will investigate a
domestic-violence assault com-
plaint against Manziel.

Manziel’s now former girlfriend
gave a statement to police and
asked the district attorney to pur-
sue charges, according to WFAA-
TV in Dallas.

Multiple reports indicate that
Manziel will be waived by the
Browns on March 9 when the new
league year begins.

The Browns selected Manziel
with the No. 22 pick in the 2014
draft. Cleveland has the No. 2 over-
all pick in the upcoming NFL
Draft.

Manziel finished his second sea-
son with 1,500 passing yards, seven
touchdowns and five interceptions
in nine appearances (six starts)
and a passer rating of 79.4. He
rushed for 230 yards.

Bills’McCoy could face charges
Charges could be filed soon

against Buffalo Bills running
back LeSean McCoy after he
was accused of aggravated as-
sault stemming from a weekend
fight at a Philadelphia night-
club.

According to reports on Wednes-
day, an arrest warrant could be is-
sued for McCoy, whose attorney

told ESPN that his client would
surrender to police if charged in
the case. Police have recommend-
ed that one of the charges be ag-
gravated assault.

McCoy and a group of men are
accused of punching, kicking and
stomping on an off-duty Philadel-
phia police officer after one of
them took a bottle of champagne
out of the officer’s hand and a fight
transpired.

The Philadelphia District At-
torney’s office has been review-
ing the allegations for possible
charges. Philadelphia police said
two 40-year-old black officers
were injured during the night-
club altercation around 2:45 a.m.
Sunday.

CSNPhilly.com reported that
one of the officers was treated at a
hospital for a cut to his right eye, a
broken nose, broken ribs and a
sprained thumb. A second officer
received eight stitches over his left
eye and had a possible skull frac-
ture. Both have been released from
the hospital.

McCoy played for six seasons in
Philadelphia with the Eagles be-
fore going to Buffalo last year.

Giants linebacker Beason retires
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The New York Giants were planning
to release linebacker Jon Beason on
Wednesday but the veteran instead an-
nounced his retirement, ending his in-
jury-plagued, nine-year career.

The Giants also commenced their
offseason roster restructuring with the
release of veteran of-
fensive linemen Will
Beatty and Geoff
Schwartz.

The three players, all of whom were
injured in 2015, have a combined 23
years of NFL experience.

The moves will save the Giants
about $11.7 million against the 2016 sal-
ary cap and increase their projected
cap room to about $55 million this
year, ESPN.com reported.

The 31-year-old Beason, a former
first-round draft choice and a three-
time Pro Bowler, played 93 regular-sea-
son games (90 starts) in nine seasons.
His career totals included 829 tackles,
10 interceptions and four sacks.

“I always tried to give my all and be
competitive,” Beason said Wednesday.
“I wanted to go out and continue to
play at a high level, giving my all. I
was able to do that.”

The Giants acquired Beason for a
seventh-round draft pick from the Car-
olina Panthers early in the 2013 sea-
son. He missed 23 games over the past
two seasons due to injuries.

Beatty, a second-round draft pick of
the Giants in 2009, was re-signed to a
five-year, $37.5 million contract before
the 2013 season. Beatty, who turns 31
next month, missed the entire 2015
season after tearing a pectoral muscle
lifting weights in the offseason.

From his rookie season through
2014, Beatty played in 82 regular-sea-
son games with 63 starts — four at

right tackle in 2009, one as an extra
lineman/tight end/eligible receiver in
2012, and 58 at left tackle from 2010-14
(including 46 consecutive starts).

Schwartz, 29, signed for four years
and $16.8 million in the 2014 offseason.
He missed 14 games in 2014 and five
more in 2015 because of injuries.
Schwartz, a seven-year veteran, played
in 13 games in two seasons.

In 2015, Schwartz started the first 10
games at right guard before moving to
left guard at Washington on Nov. 29.
Early in the game, he suffered a frac-
tured leg and was placed on injured
reserve for the second year in a row.

Chargers complete coaching overhaul
The San Diego Chargers completed

the overhaul of their coaching staff
with the hiring of former Notre Dame
quarterback Tommy Rees as offensive
assistant and Marquice Williams as
special teams assistant.

There will be 11 coaches in positions
they were not in last season — nine of
whom are new, including former Ten-
nessee Titans head coach Ken Whisen-
hunt returning to the Chargers as offen-
sive coordinator on Mike McCoy’s staff.

Former offensive coordinator Frank
Reich and five other assistants paid
with their jobs for the team’s slide to a
4-12 record last season.

Rees quarterbacked the Irish from
2010-13, playing alongside three cur-
rent Chargers — linebacker Manti
Te’o, center/guard Chris Watt and cen-
ter Trevor Robinson.

Rees and Watt were college room-
mates in South Bend, Ind.

“It is definitely a different type of
situation,” Watt said, via the team’s
website. “I don’t even know how to go
about describing it. But when we are
on the field, it will be all business and
very professional. I think it will be

fine, but it is definitely strange and a
little different.”

Rees started as a sophomore and a
senior at Notre Dame, throwing for
2,871 yards and 20 touchdowns in 2011
and 3,257 yards with 27 touchdowns as
a senior. He signed with the Washing-
ton Redskins in 2014 but was released
during the offseason, and then joined
Pat Fitzgerald’s coaching staff at
Northwestern as an offensive graduate
assistant.

Williams arrives in San Diego after
coaching at the University of South
Dakota from 2012-15, including last
season as special teams coordinator.
He also coached outside linebackers
and the defensive line during his ten-
ure.

Eagles sign LBGoode to one-year
contract

The Philadelphia Eagles gave line-
backer Najee Goode a good deal before
he became a restricted free agent next
month.

The Eagles signed Goode to a one-
year-contract on Wednesday. Finan-
cial terms were not made available.

Goode played in 14 games for the
Eagles last year. After he was cut just
before the season opener, he re-signed
with the team several weeks later. One
of his highlights in 2015 was recover-
ing a blocked punt for a touchdown in
a win over the New England Patriots
in December.

Goode was drafted in the fourth
round by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
in 2012 and came to the Eagles in 2013,
emerging as a special teams standout.
In 2014, he suffered a pectoral muscle
injury in the opener and was placed on
injured reserve.

Goode is excited about the opportu-
nity to play for new defensive coordi-
nator Jim Schwartz.
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New York Giants outside linebacker Jon Beason (52) tackles Chicago Bears tight end Martellus Bennett (83) during a
game in 2013. Beason announced his retirement Wednesday. Beason, 31, is a former first-round draft choice and a
three-time Pro Bowler.

MAINE vs. UMASS LOWELL
Time, site: 4 p.m. Thursday, Cross Insurance Center, Bangor
Records: Maine 8-16 (4-7 America East), UMass Lowell 9-15 (5-6)
Series, last meeting: UML leads 4-1, Maine 95-81 on 1/12/16
Key players: Maine — 5-10 G Kevin Little (14.7 points per game, 2.6 assists

per game, 1.2 steals per game), 6-7 F Issac Vann (14.0 ppg, 5.5 rebounds per
game), 6-7 F Devine Eke (10.5 ppg, 6.7 rpg, 1.6 blocks per game, .657 FG pct.),
5-11 G Aaron Calixte (10.0 ppg, 2.8 apg), 6-7 F Till Gloger (9.0 ppg), 6-5 G Shaun
Lawton (8.3 ppg, 3.8 rpg, 2.0 apg, 2.0 spg); UML— 6-2 G/F Jahad Thomas (13.4
ppg, 7.5 rpg, 3.5 apg), 6-0 G Isaac White (11.3 ppg, 2.5 apg), 6-1 G Matt Harris
(9.9 ppg), 6-6 F Tyler Livingston (8.4 ppg), 6-7 G/F Josh Gantz (6.3 ppg, 3.4 rpg)

Game notes: The Black Bears are out to stop a three-game skid with a
rematch against the River Hawks. UMaine lost 88-75 on Monday at New Hamp-
shire. The Bears have held their last four opponents under 90 points, but have
averaged only 74 ppg in those contests. Vann, who missed the UNH game, will
be a game-time decision after suffering a leg injury against UMBC last Saturday.
UML is riding high after a 100-93 win over Vermont on Monday. The River Hawks
have won two of their last three and are shooting 50 percent in league play.
Thomas ranks sixth in scoring and second in rebounding in AE games.

Men’s basketball
MAINE vs. UMASS LOWELL

Time, site: 7 p.m. Thursday, Costello Athletic Center, Lowell, Massachusetts
Records: Maine 19-7 (10-1 America East), UMass Lowell 4-19 (1-10)
Series, last meeting: Maine leads 5-0, Maine 74-44 on 1/13/16
Key players: Maine — 5-8 G Sigi Koizar (16.6 points per game, 4.1 rebounds

per game, 4.0 assists per game, 1.7 steals per game, .431 3-pt. FG pct.), 5-10
G/F Liz Wood (9.9 ppg, 7.7 rpg, 3.0 apg, 2.7 spg), 6-2 F Mikaela Gustafsson (8.5
ppg, 4.2 rpg, 2.1 apg), 5-11 F Bella Swan (8.3 ppg, 5.1 rpg, .497 FG pct.), 5-8 G
Sophie Weckstrom (6.0 ppg, 2.1 apg), 5-8 G Lauren Bodine (4.8 ppg); UML —
6-3 F Lindsey Doucette (14.3 ppg, 8.2 rpg), 5-11 F Kayla Gibbs (12.3 ppg, 7.7
rpg, .586 FG pct.), 5-10 G Nicole Hayner (11.9 ppg), 5-8 G Asia Mitchell-Owens
(8.0 ppg, 2.0 apg), 5-7 G Melissa Frase (6.7 ppg, 3.4 apg)

Game notes: The Black Bears look for their eighth consecutive victory, but
can’t look past the River Hawks to Sunday’s first-place showdown against
Albany. UMaine edged New Hampshire 59-55 on Monday despite second-half
offensive woes. UML should be energized after snapping a 12-game losing
streak with Monday’s 68-66 win at Vermont. The River Hawks’ Achilles’ heel has
been defense (69.4 ppg in AE games) and they are averaging a league-high 20.4
turnovers in league play. UMaine needs to limit the versatile Doucette and keep
Gibbs from getting the ball in the paint.

Women’s basketball

Borders named
WNBA president
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Lisa Borders, an execu-
tive with Coca-Cola, has
been appointed WNBA pres-
ident, NBA commissioner
Adam Silver announced
Wednesday.

Borders, who served most
recent ly
as chair
of the Co-
c a - C o l a
Foundation and vice presi-
dent of global community
affairs at the Coca-Cola Co.,
will lead the premier wom-
en’s basketball league.

The WNBA tips off its
20th season on May 14. Bor-
ders will join the WNBA on
March 21.

Borders was instrumen-
tal in bringing the WNBA to
Atlanta in 2008 when she
served as vice mayor of At-
lanta and president of the
city council. The Atlanta
Dream franchise has since
become a mainstay of the
Atlanta sports scene.

“As a proven executive
with a passion for the WNBA
and the game of basketball,
Lisa is the right leader at a
pivotal time in the league’s
history,” Silver said in a state-
ment. “She will be responsible
for spearheading our efforts
to strengthen the WNBA and
accelerate its growth.”

Borders inherits a league
that had its lowest average at-
tendance in league history
last season. She replaces for-
mer president Laurel J. Rich-
ie, who stepped in November.

The WNBA announced last
month it was making changes
to his playoff format that in-
clude seeding the eight quali-
fiers regardless of conference.

“The WNBA has reached a
significant milestone, and I

feel privileged to be joining
the league at such an excit-
ing time,” Borders said. “I
have always been a staunch
supporter of this league and
its tremendous athletes. I am
impressed by their talent
and inspired by their pas-
sion. The athleticism of the
game and the sportsmanship
exhibited between teams of-
fers clear evidence of our
ability to grow women’s bas-
ketball.”

USABasketball adds Lillard
Portland Trail Blazers

guard Damian Lillard joined
the list of players who will
compete for roster spots on
the U.S. Olympic men’s bas-
ketball team for the 2016
Games in Brazil this summer.

Lillard’s addition on
Wednesday boosts the roster
to 31 players vying to make
the 12-man team.

USA Basketball chairman
JerryColangeloandU.S. coach
Mike Krzyzewski said in a
statement released Wednesday
that Lillard is playing at a high
level and deserves to be among
the candidates.

Lillard is averaging 24.2
points and 7.3 rebounds, both
career bests, for the Trail
Blazers this season.

In 2014, Lillard just missed
a berth on the 2014 World Cup
of Basketball team that went
to Derrick Rose of the Chicago
Bulls.

Making the Olympic roster
will be difficult. Among the
point guards in contention
are Golden State’s Stephen
Curry, Oklahoma City’s Rus-
sell Westbrook, the Los Ange-
les Clippers’ Chris Paul,
Cleveland’s Kyrie Irving and
Washington’s John Wall.

The final selections are ex-
pected in late June.

Suit claims UT inaction
led to sexual assaults
BY DAVID BAILEY
REUTERS

Six women have filed a
federal lawsuit accusing the
University of Tennessee of
allowing gender discrimina-
tion that led to sexual as-
saults by athletes and, after-
ward, lenient treatment for
the perpetrators.

Filed in Nashville federal
court by former students, all
listed as Jane Does, the law-
suit said the university
knew about and condoned a
long-standing hostile envi-
ronment that led to sexual
assaults by male football
and basketball players.

The lawsuit comes as sev-
eral incidents at U.S. colleg-
es and universities, some
involving athletes, have fo-
cused attention on the issue
of sexual assault on cam-
puses.

According to the com-
plaint, three rapes were
committed by football play-
ers, one by a basketball play-
er and one by a male student
at a party where football
players provided alcohol to
underage drinkers.

The lawsuit accuses the
university of gender dis-
crimination under the Title
IX federal law prohibiting
such discrimination in any
federally funded education

program or activity. It lists
incidents dating back two
decades in arguing that the
Knoxville-based institution
gave male athletes deferen-
tial treatment.

Bill Ramsey, the univer-
sity’s counsel, said Tennes-
see acted lawfully and in
good faith in the situations
identified.

“Any assertion that we do
not take sexual assault seri-
ously enough is simply not
true,” Ramsey said in a
statement.

One plaintiff in the law-
suit accused former Tennes-
see football players Michael
Williams and A.J. Johnson
of raping her at a party in
November 2014. The two are
also currently facing crimi-
nal charges over the alleged
rape and are set to go on
trial this summer. Both
have pleaded not guilty.

Tennessee suspended the
players, but Johnson was al-
lowed to graduate and no
discipline was brought, the
lawsuit claimed. Mean-
while, according to the com-
plaint, his accuser was vili-
fied and forced from school.

The lawsuit noted that, in
four cases, Tennessee’s dis-
ciplinary process dragged
on until the athletes gradu-
ated or transferred to other
schools.
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