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Morin, stifling defense lead Rangeley by Shead
BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

AUGUSTA — Rangeley
High School senior center
B l a y k e
M o r i n
said she
and her
teammates were like “a deer
in headlights” in last year’s
state Class D schoolgirl bas-
ketball championship game
loss to Washburn. It was
Rangeley’s first appearance
in a state final since it won it
in 2004.

But the Lakers used the
composure they gained from
last year’s game, Morin’s 20
rebounds and 10 points and
a stifling player-to-player
defense to beat Shead of
Eastport 28-22 at the Augus-
ta Civic Center on Saturday
afternoon.

It was Rangeley’s 21st
straight win and capped a
21-1 season. Shead wound up
15-7.

“We had already won
three games here (Augusta
Civic Center),” explained
Morin, whose basket with
3:19 left in regulation
snapped a 7-0 Shead run that
had cut the lead to 23-20.

Rangeley had gone over
eight minutes without a bas-
ket.

Morin rebounded a Celia
Philbrick miss and banked
in a left-handed shot.

“I just got it and went up
with it,” said Morin.

Two Holly Preston free
throws cut it to 25-22 with
2:20 left but senior guard
Maddison Egan’s two free
throws with 55.7 seconds re-

maining all but sewed up
the win.

“[Coach Heidi Deery] tells
us in every practice that free
throws win games,” said
Egan. “She told me I needed to
make those so I just put my
head into it, blocked out ev-
erything else and made them.”

Shead went 0-for-10 from
the floor in the fourth quarter.

Morin had two blocked
shots to go with her 10 points
and 20 rebounds. Egan fin-
ished with seven points and
three rebounds; Sydney
Royce contributed six
points, three rebounds and
three steals; Natasha Haley
had five points and three as-
sists and Celia Philbrick
had four rebounds.

Junior guard Preston’s 10
points, six rebounds and two
steals paced Shead and Cier-
ra Seeley had eight points
and three rebounds. Cassidy
Wilder chipped in with four
points and a team-high
seven rebounds.

Rangeley outrebounded
Shead 34-24.

The game was a real de-
fensive struggle involving
Rangeley’s player-to-player
and full-court pressure and
Shead’s well-orchestrated
3-2 zone.

“Their defense was good.
Our defense was good. So it
was up to the offenses and
their offense was a little bit
better than ours today,” said
Preston.

Morin was also the cata-
lyst on defense as she al-
tered shots with her pres-
ence in the paint.

“They haven’t seen pres-
sure like ours. They’ve seen

zones,” said Morin. “We de-
nied every pass as much as
we could and we denied pen-
etration as much as we
could. They didn’t want to
pass to their 5-11 players.
They wanted to stay out of
the inside.”

The athletic Morin was
surprised by the fact she had
20 rebounds, 14 of which

came in the second half.
“I was happy with that

stat. Being 6-foot-2 helps a
lot,” grinned Morin. “They
have height so we worked
on boxing out and getting
rebounds. We knew re-
bounding was their game.
They had outrebounded
every team in the (Class D
North) tournament.

Morin praised Shead, say-
ing, “They were a very, very
good aggressive team.”

The 28 points were a sea-
son-low for Rangeley.

The Lakers never trailed.
Royce’s short jumper and

two Morin baskets staked
them to a 6-0 lead. Seeley
and Preston hit runners to
make it 6-4 but a 10-2 run

featuring four points apiece
by Morin and Haley made it
16-6 before Preston closed
out the half with a tradi-
tional three-point play.

“We missed a few more
layups than I would have
liked. Our game was a little
sloppy but they’re a good
team,” said Shead coach
Corey Sullivan.
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Shead’s Brooke Robbinson tries to swat the ball away from Rangeley’s Amelia McMillian in the first half of the Class D
state championship game on Saturday at the Augusta Civic Center. Rangeley won 28-22.

Lewiston eliminates Bangor in semi
BY WIL KRAMLICH
SUN JOURNAL

LEWISTON — Bangor
goalie Derek Fournier was
having another solid game
in net
t h r o u g h
two periods
a g a i n s t
Lewiston.

Unfortu-
nately for the Rams it wasn’t
enough, and Fournier
proved breakable in the
third. He made 35 saves, but
the Blue Devils put six shots
past him for a 6-3 victory in
a Class A North boys’ hock-
ey semifinal at Androscog-
gin Bank Colisee on Satur-
day night.

“He’s the real deal,” Lew-
iston coach Jamie Belleau
said of Fournier. “I’m just
glad that our kids continued
to persevere.”

Fournier had limited the
top-ranked Blue Devils (15-2-
2) to two goals in an over-
time loss for Bangor when
the teams met at the Colisee
during the regular season,
then put up a 40-save shut-
out in Bangor to end the
regular season.

That was Lewiston’s last
game before Saturday’s
semifinal, and the Blue Dev-
ils were at last able to solve
the junior netminder the
third time around.

“If you put six on him,
that’s good. That’s a win for
you,” Lewiston sophomore
forward Alex Rivet said.

The fourth-seeded Rams
(10-8-2) scored on their first
shot nine minutes into the
game. Cam Burpee was able
to slide a shot under Lewis-
ton goalie Jacob Strout on
the power play.

The Blue Devils had the
game’s first seven shots be-
fore Burpee got Bangor’s

first, and it took Lewiston
until its 11th shot to finally
beat Fournier. Rivet put
back a rebound from Joe Bis-
son with less than two min-
utes to go in the first period.

Rivet scored again just
seconds before the first in-
termission, pouncing on a
Jeromey Rancourt rebound
before firing a shot past
Fournier on a power play
with 6.7 seconds left.

Fournier was up to his
tricks again in the second
period, and also was helped
out by some luck. One
chance slid under him but
out of the crease, another
was cleared out by a defend-
er, and a second shot slid
harmlessly through the
crease in the second.

Lewiston couldn’t convert
on its first 14 shots of the
period, but Griffin Wade
made the next one count,
slipping a short-handed
breakaway shot — one that
he actually lost control of —
under Fournier with 1:11 to
go in the second.

“Derek came in, he’s like,

‘I wasn’t ready for that,’”
Bangor coach Quinn Para-
dis said of Wade’s “whiff.”

Wade’s tally came toward
the end of the Blue Devils’
second penalty kill in the
last five minutes of the peri-
od, and they held the Rams
to just one shot combined on
the two man-advantages.

“The penalty kill was
great,” Belleau said. “Spe-
cial teams is always impor-
tant.”

Bangor pulled within one
less than three minutes in
the third. Trevor DeLaite
spun a shot at the net from
the left corner and the puck
found its way in against
Strout.

“I thought we played very
well at the start of the third
period,” Paradis said.

The Lewiston netminder
had robbed DeLaite with the
glove 50 seconds into the
third. Fournier made a high-
light save of his own early
on, denying Rancourt on a
sprawling save using his leg
pad.

Like Strout, Fournier

eventually proved beatable
in the third. Joe Bisson
scored on a Dustin Laro-
chelle pass from behind the
net 8:50 in. Sam Frechette
scored on a 2-on-1 38 seconds
later.

“I think we made an em-
phasis to get to the net. I
think we made an emphasis
to be a little more creative in
the offensive zone,” Belleau
said of finally solving
Fournier.

Rivet finished up a hat
trick two minutes later to
give the Blue Devils a com-
fortable lead.

“It felt good,” Rivet said of
his hat trick. “I felt that we
were moving the puck really
well.”

“He’s been doing that all
year,” Belleau said of Rivet.
“He may not have all the
points to show it. It’s nice
for him to get rewarded for
his hard work that he’s done
all year.”

Charlie Budd rounded out
the scoring, connecting on a
pass from DeLaite with 41
seconds left.
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Lewiston goalie Jacob Strout makes a save off a shot by Bangor’s Cameron Burpee dur-
ing Saturday’s semifinal playoff game in Lewiston on Saturday night. Lewiston won 6-3.

Huskies rout penalty-plagued UMaine 7-1
BY PETE WARNER
BDN STAFF

Northeastern University
capitalized on four of its
seven pow-
e r - p l a y
chances on
S a t u r d a y
night, setting the tone for a
7-1 Hockey East victory over
the University of Maine at
Matthews Arena in Boston.

The Huskies grabbed a 3-0
lead in the first period, then
scored twice each in the sec-
ond and third periods to im-
prove to 15-2-3 in its last 20
games.

UMaine finished with 14
penalties for 50 minutes,
seven of which (including
two majors), came in the
third period.

“Wehavetohaveeverybody
sharp and intense and that’s
not what happened today,”

said UMaine coach Red Gen-
dron. “We got into trouble tak-
ing penalties as the game wore
on and they’re pretty good on
the power play.”

The Huskies were as-
sessed eight minor penalties
in the game.

The Black Bears (8-22-6,
5-15-2 HE) will be back in
Boston on Friday to open a
best-of-three Hockey East
first-round playoff series
against the same Northeast-
ern squad, which improved
to 16-13-5 (8-8-4).

The Huskies have earned
the No. 6 seed, while UMaine
finished 11th in the stand-
ings. Senior captain Steven
Swavely said knowing about
the postseason matchup
prior to Saturday’s game
didn’t affect what transpired
on the ice.

“We know we can play
with these guys and play

better than these guys, so
we’re ready. We’re excited,”
Swavely. said.

The Black Bears had been
carrying play for the most
part in the first period when
a penalty opened the door
for Northeastern. Adam
Gaudette scored off assists
from John Stevens and Zach
Aston-Reese for a power-
play goal at the 7:28 mark.

Barely three minutes
later, Stevens redirected an
Aston-Reese shot past
UMaine goaltender Matt
Morris (33 saves).

Then, only 3:02 later, Bren-
dan Collier and Matt Ben-
ning set up Kevin Roy for a
goal that gave the Huskies a
3-0 advantage with 6:25 to
play in the first period.

UMaine got on the board
at 14:59 of the first period
when Eric Schurhamer
made a long pass from the

defensive zone all the way to
the offensive blue line.
Nolan Vesey got a step on
the NU defense and beat
Ryan Ruck (23 saves).

Morris also picked up an
assist on the goal.

The Huskies didn’t extend
the lead until 13:27 of the
second period while on the
power play. Defenseman
Colton Saucerman took a
cross-ice pass from Dylan
Sikura, held the puck briefly
in the left circle, then beat
Morris high to the opposite
side of the net.

Mike McMurtry connect-
ed 2½ minutes later to make
it 5-1.

Northeastern tacked on
two more power-play goals in
the third period. Aston-Reese
scored at the 14:19 mark, then
Tanner Pond picked up his
first of the season at 16:56 to
close out the scoring.
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Messalonskee,Waterville
tobattle forBNorth title

WINSLOW — Brandon
Nale scored two goals to lead
No. 3 Messalonskee Eagles by
the second-
r a n k e d
C a m d e n
Hills Wind-
jammers 3-1
in a Class B
North high school hockey
semifinal Saturday night at
Sukee Arena.

The Eagles (13-5-2), the two-
time defending state champs,
advanced to the regional
championship against No. 1
Waterville (17-1-1) at 7 p.m.
Tuesday at Alfond Arena in
Orono.

Waterville eliminated
fourth-ranked Winslow 2-0 in
the other semifinal.

Camden Hills finished its
season with a 16-4-0 record
while Winslow ended at 13-5-2.

Camden Hills jumped out to
a 1-0 lead late in the first peri-
od on a goal by Jonah Camer-
on.

The Eagles equalized
quickly when Jared Cun-
ningham scored a power-
play goal in the final seconds
of the period.

Messalonskee then opened
the second period on Nale’s
first goal. He added his second
goal with about four minutes
left in the game.

Amber Kochaver made 23
saves for the Eagles and Zach
Hand had 31 for the Windjam-
mers.

In the other semifinal, Nick
Denis’ power-play goal off an
assist from Michael Oliveira
late in the second period gave
the Panthers the winning
edge.

Justin Wentworth added an
insurance goal about four
minutes into the third period
when the Panthers again con-
verted on the power play, with
Andrew Roderigue picking up
the assist.

Winslow goalkeeper An-
drew Beals made 48 saves.
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UMsplits serieswith
NewMexico State

Nick Silva pitched 4 ª
shutout innings and the
Maine Black
Bears re-
corded 16
hits to beat
the New Mexico State Aggies
13-3 in baseball action Sunday
at Las Cruces, New Mexico.

The win helped the Bears
(3-4) salvage a series split with
the Aggies after opening with
a 3-1 win Friday, but then
dropping a doubleheader Sat-
urday 3-2 and 7-3.

Silva, a freshman right-
hander, held the Aggies to
three hits while walking just
one and striking out three
after sophomore righty Chris
Murphy was reached for three
runs on two hits and three
walks in 21/3 innings.

Tyler Schwanz, Brett
Chappel and Kevin Sy-
pulkowski sparked the Maine
offense with two RBIs each
while Jeremy Pena smacked
two doubles, singled and
drove in a run.

Swantz and Sypulkowski
each notched three singles
while Danny Casals added a
double and single.

Maine took two-run lead
into the sixth inning and
broke loose for four runs in
the sixth to take a 9-3 lead with
Schwanz and Sypulkowski
each hitting an RBI single.

Trey Stine doubled and
drove in two runs for the Ag-
gies (5-2).

On Saturday, pinch runner
Greg Popylisen scored on a
single by Mason Fishback
with one out on the bottom of
the seventh inning, lifting
New Mexico State by Maine
3-2 in the second game of a

doubleheader.
New Mexico State over-

came a 2-0 deficit to beat
UMaine. Marcel Renteria
spaced six hits and two runs
(one earned) with six strike-
outs and a walk through five
innings, before Joseph Galin-
do and Brett Worthen (2-0)
each worked a scoreless in-
ning in relief.

Austin Botello singled
twice for the Aggies.

Casals doubled and singled
among six hits for UMaine,
which also received an RBI
single from Jon Salcedo.

JonahNormandeauofCum-
berland allowed five hits and
two runs with three strikeouts
and three walks through the
first four innings. Charlie But-
ler (0-1) suffered the loss de-
spite surrendering just two
hits and a run in 2ª innings.

In Game 1, the Aggies
roughed up starter Jeff Geli-
nas (0-2) for five hits and seven
runs in the first two innings to
set the stage for the victory.

Botello knocked in two
runs with two singles, Koer-
per posted two singles and two
RBIs and Hetzel had a double
and two RBIs for the winners.
Matthew McHugh (2-0) gave
up six hits and two runs in 51/3
innings to earn the win.

Schwanz hit a solo home
run, a double and a single to
lead UMaine, while Casals
and Chapell each posted a dou-
ble and a single. Jake Osborne
also belted a solo homer.

Sophomore right-hander
John Arel was outstanding in
relief, pitching 6ª innings of
five-hit, shutout ball. He
struck out nine and walked
only one.
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