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Oherdoesn’t believeHardywouldhurtNewton
WIRE SERVICE REPORTS

Carolina Panthers fullback
Mike Tolbert said he expect-
ed his former teammate,
Cowboys defen-
sive end Greg
Hardy, to “play
like a chicken with his head
cut off,” when the controver-
sial pass rusher lines up
against his former team in
Thursday’s 4:30 p.m. (CBS-
TV) game at Dallas.

But Michael Oher, the Pan-
thers’ left tackle who is best
known as the main subject of
Michael Lewis’ bestselling
book, “The Blind Side,” told
the Charlotte Observer he
doesn’t think Hardy would in-
tentionally injure the team’s
quarterback Cam Newton.

“I doubt it. I don’t think
he’s that type of guy,” Oher
said.

Oher should know. He
was teammates with Hardy
at Briarcrest Christian, a
high school in Memphis,
Tennessee.

Back in those days, they
both competed hard in bas-
ketball.

“We both thought we were
going to the NBA at one point.
I was pretty good,” Oher said.

Yet it was football that
would be their ticket to fame
and fortune after they also
played together at Ole Miss.

Now they’re prominent fig-
ures in the game. Oher’s story
landed on celluloid while
Hardy gained notoriety for
his involvement in a 2014 do-
mestic violence incident. The
Panthers opted not to re-sign
Hardy, a 2013 Pro Bowler,
after he had been placed on
the commissioner’s exempt
list.

This week, Oher is eagerly
anticipating his matchup
with old teammate.

“I’ve just got to play with
technique, stay disciplined
and get after him,” he said.

Keys to the game — The
Panthers are the 16th team in
NFL history to start a season
10-0, but coach Ron Rivera
publicly ripped oddsmakers
who opened the Panthers as
one-point underdogs this
week at Dallas.

The Cowboys are one of
the most explosive teams in
the league with Tony Romo
behind center, as the quar-
terback helped prove again
last week at Miami in his
first game in eight weeks.
The Panthers are one of the
strongest teams in the NFL
up the gut with DT Kawann
Short and MLB Luke Kue-
chly playing at an elite level.
CB Josh Norman is in the
same class and gets the stage
and matchup vs. Dez Bryant
to prove his worth.

Newton & Co. haven’t had
a turnover in two games.
The Panthers keep the ball
on the ground and try to set
the tone in a raucous envi-
ronment before taking their
shots with WR Ted Ginn and
TE Greg Olsen. Dallas held
up fine in Miami but tack-
ling issues on the second
level have contributed to big
gains, and the Panthers
won’t let up if RB Jonathan
Stewart finds success early.

Matchup to watch —
Hardy vs. Oher: While Oher
has been a pleasant surprise
on the blind side, he has
holes in his game. Panthers
LB Thomas Davis said of his
former teammate Hardy,
“He can go out and totally
wreck a game plan if you
allow him to.” Hardy is mo-
tivated to make an impact
and with experience work-
ing against Newton, he
could give the Cowboys an
upper hand.

Player spotlight — Cow-
boys CB Byron Jones: A ham-
string injury continues to
limit Morris Claiborne,
meaning Jones logs more
snaps at cornerback. Owner
Jerry Jones said the first-
round pick has exceeded ex-
pectations this season but he
was dreadful in Miami, allow-
ing five receptions on six
passes intended for Miami’s
top receiver Jarvis Landry.

Fast facts —Withsixrecep-
tions, Cowboys TE Jason Wit-
ten will become the 11th NFL
player to record 1,000 career
catches. … The Panthers have
a point differential of 108. Only
Arizona (120) and New Eng-
land (141) are better in 2015.

Eagles at Lions
OUTLOOK: The Detroit Lions are beginning to string together some wins, just

in time for their annual Thanksgiving showcase. The Lions attempt to secure
their third straight victory when they host the slumping Philadelphia Eagles on
Thursday. Detroit began the season 1-7 with an average of 30.6 points allowed
in those eight games before turning things around on the defensive end. The
Lions held their last two opponents to a total of 29 points — just barely enough
for their offense the scrape by and pick up the win. The Eagles’ offense has not
been impressive of late, either, and failed to reach 20 points in back-to-back
home losses to the Miami Dolphins and Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

TV: 12:30 p.m. FOX.
ABOUT THE EAGLES (4-6): Philadelphia was forced to go with Mark San-

chez at quarterback with Sam Bradford (shoulder, head) unavailable, and the
veteran was not any better at coaxing explosiveness out of Chip Kelly’s offense.
“We all look at ourselves and I can speak for our own unit and for myself, and
we didn’t do enough to win the game on the offensive side of the ball,” Sanchez
told reporters. “That’s it. That’s the way we think about it as an offense.” Brad-
ford started throwing on a limited basis on Monday but is unlikely to take the
field on Thursday.

ABOUT THE LIONS (3-7): Detroit stunned Green Bay 18-16 on the road in
Week 10 and followed that up with an 18-13 home win over the Oakland Raiders
in which the defense allowed a total of 214 yards. “It’s just playing better foot-
ball, better techniques with tackling,” Lions coach Jim Caldwell told reporters.
“We’re doing all of things that we are certainly capable of doing. We just hadn’t
been doing them often enough.” Quarterback Matthew Stafford did not throw a
TD pass in the game for the second time this season but recorded his first rush-
ing TD of the campaign and did not turn the ball over.

Bears at Packers
The Green Bay Packers have had their way with the Chicago Bears of late and

are hoping last week’s strong performance carries over. The Packers attempt to
put together back-to-back wins and stay in control of the NFC North when they
host the Bears on Thursday.

Green Bay looked terrible at times during a three-game losing streak that
culminated with an 18-16 home loss to the Detroit Lions in Week 10, but made
sure to hang onto first place in the North by roughing up Minnesota in a 30-13
win on Sunday. Chicago had its momentum swing the opposite way with a
17-15 home loss to Denver after back-to-back wins, dimming its slim wild card
hopes.

TV: 8:30 p.m. NBC
ABOUT THE BEARS (4-6): Chicago has been dealing with key injuries on

offense all season, and running back Matt Forte (knee) and wide receivers
Alshon Jeffery (groin) and Eddie Royal (knee) are again questionable. “Yeah,
we’re missing some guys but that’s nothing new,” QB Jay Cutler, who also
missed one game in September, told reporters. “We’ve had guys in and out of
the lineup all year long. I thought (backup wide receivers Joshua Bellamy) and
(Marquess Wilson) stepped in there and had a heck of a day for us. We tried to
use the tight ends a little more.” Running back Jeremy Langford put up back-to-
back performances with over 100 yards from scrimmage while taking over the
load for Forte before being held to 25 yards on 13 carries in last week’s loss to
Denver.

ABOUT THE PACKERS (7-3): QB Aaron Rodgers and Green Bay have dealt
with their own injuries to the skill positions, and at least Rodgers (shoulder) was
removed from the injury report this week after throwing a pair of touchdown
passes on Sunday to help clip the losing streak. “If you could bottle it, I wouldn’t
be standing here talking to you, that’s for sure,” Packers coach Mike McCarthy
told reporters about the differences in his team week-to-week. “It’s a game of
ebb and flow. There are a lot of variables that go into being successful each
week.” Rodgers looked plenty healthy against Chicago in Week 1, when he went
18-of-23 for 189 yards, three touchdowns and no interceptions in a 31-23 tri-
umph.

NFL Previews

NFL

BOB DONNAN | USA TODAY

Carolina Panthers quarterback Cam Newton laughs on the sidelines in the fourth quarter during the Panthers’ 44-16 vic-
tory over Washington at Bank of America Stadium on Sunday.


