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Hoyerruledoutduetoconcussion
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Houston Texans quarter-
back Brian Hoyer, who is
not out of concussion proto-
col, has been ruled out for
Sunday’s game against the
Indianapolis Colts, head
coach Bill O’Brien said
Wednesday.

“He is still in the proto-
col,” O’Brien told reporters.
“He won’t play on Sunday.”

Hoyer suffered a concus-
sion last Sunday night dur-
ing the Texans’ 27-6 loss to
the New England Patriots.
He also suffered a concus-
sion against the Cincinnati
Bengals on Nov. 16 in a Mon-
day night game.

“You’re not getting back
out there until you’re totally
cleared,” Hoyer said earlier
this week. “Probably if I was
younger, I’d have been more
brazen and stupid about it,
but I’ve got two young kids.
You hear the horror stories.
My wife told me, ‘I’m actu-
ally proud of the way you’re
dealing with it.’”

T.J. Yates will start as the
Texans attempt to beat the
Colts in Indianapolis for the
first time in franchise histo-
ry. Yates has completed 22 of
47 attempts for 302 yards
with three touchdowns and
no interceptions in three
games this season.

Patriots towork out Steven
Jackson

The New England Patriots
will work out veteran free
agent running back Steven
Jackson, according to multi-
ple reports Wednesday.

Jackson, 32, has gone
without work this season
after spending the past two
years with the Atlanta Fal-
cons.

The latest casualty for the
Patriots was running back
LeGarrette Blount, who suf-
fered a hip injury on Sunday
night against the Houston
Texans that will sideline
him for the rest of the sea-
son. Blount, the team’s lead-
ing rusher with 703 yards
and six touchdowns, was
hurt during the second quar-
ter of the Patriots’ 27-6 win.

With Blount expected to
be placed on season-ending
injured reserve, the Patriots
have just two running backs

on the active roster — Bran-
don Bolden and James
White.

The 6-foot-2, 240-pound
Jackson played for Patriots
offensive coordinator Josh
McDaniels when McDaniels
held the same role with the
St. Louis Rams in 2011.

Jackson had eight straight
1,000-yard rushing seasons
with the Rams from 2005-12.
He rushed for 707 yards for
the Falcons last season.

The Patriots signed for-
mer Denver Broncos run-
ning back Montee Ball to
their practice squad on
Tuesday.

Peyton back at practice
Peyton Manning was on

the practice field with the
Denver Broncos for the first
time this month, but No. 18
returned in a backup role to
Brock Osweiler.

Manning is recovering
from a torn plantar fascia
and Osweiler was named the
starting quarterback for the
fourth consecutive game
Sunday at Pittsburgh.

Head coach Gary Kubiak
said Manning would be a
spectator instead of a starter
Week 15, but did not ex-
pound on plans beyond that.
Kubiak said in November
that Manning would start
when healthy. Because he
also had sore ribs and issues
with his throwing shoulder,
it’s not clear when Manning
might be termed healthy.

Osweiler lost for the first
time last week, 15-12 against
the Raiders, and was sacked
five times. He won starts on
the road at Chicago and San
Diego and guided the Bron-

cos to a victory over the Pa-
triots with Manning out.

Manning was 7-2 as the
starter this season.

Meriweather cut byGiants
Safety Brandon Meri-

weather was released on
Monday by the New York
Giants.

Meriweather, an eight-
year veteran, joined the Gi-
ants on Aug. 16, the same
day rookie safety Mykkele
Thompson was placed on in-
jured reserve because of a
torn Achilles’ tendon.

Meriweather started the
first 11 games this season
before missing the last two
because of a knee injury. He
had 53 tackles (38 solo), two
interceptions and seven
passes defensed.

Coltswill bewithout Luck
again

INDIANAPOLIS — As it

stands now, coach Chuck
Pagano isn’t sure who is
going start at quarterback
for the Indianapolis Colts on
Sunday against the Houston
Texans.

It might be Matt Hassel-
beck, who is 4-1 as a starter
while filling in Andrew
Luck. It might be NFL jour-
neyman backup Charlie
Whitehurst, who has seen
mop up action in both of the
Colts’ blowout losses the last
two weeks.

One thing is certain
though. Luck, who is still
recovering from a lacerated
kidney and an abdominal
tear, will not be in uniform
at Lucas Oil Stadium when
Indianapolis and Houston
vie for first place in the AFC
South.

Luck saw limited practice
time Wednesday, while Has-
selbeck didn’t practice be-
cause of a rib injury.

NFLchangesofficiating
procedures forplayoffs
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The NFL, stung by a rash
of officiating mistakes this
season, will alter its review
procedures for the postsea-
son to allow more communi-
cation during replays with
league vice president of offi-
ciating Dean Blandino in
New York.

The league notified teams
on Wednesday of the change,
which was approved by com-
missioner Roger Goodell.

Blandino will assist in ap-
plying “the correct applica-
tion of rules in specific situ-
ations not currently covered
by the instant replay rule.”

According to the new pro-
tocol, the referee will be able
to consult with Blandino or
a designee at league head-
quarters to assess penalty
yardage, proper administra-
tion of the game clock, the
correct down or any other
administrative matter not
currently reviewable.

Not included is the ability
to call or change a foul or
make on-field judgment
calls that are not part of in-
stant replay.

“The committee feels
strongly that giving the ref-

eree and Dean the ability to
consult with each other in
certain situations beyond
instant replay will further
support officiating in the
playoffs,” NFL competition
committee chairman Rich
McKay said. “The officials
do a very difficult job ex-
ceedingly well and we think
this adjustment in the play-
offs will make them even
better.”

Communication between
the league office and the ref-
eree can be initiated on the
field or from New York.

“We constantly strive to
make our game progressive-
ly better for the players,
coaches and fans,” NFL ex-
ecutive vice president of
football operations Troy
Vincent said. “This change
will assist our officials with
an additional resource for
clarity and consistency in
game administration.”
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Quarterback Brian Hoyer of the Houston Texans is sacked
by New England’s Jabaal Sheard during Sunday’s game in
Houston. Hoyer is sidelined this week by a concussion.

“We constantly strive
to make our game
progressively better
for the players,

coaches and fans.”
TROY VINCENT


