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Entries
pour in
for film
festival
Emerge reviewing
2,300 submissions
BY STEVE SHERLOCK
SUN JOURNAL

LEWISTON — More than 2,300
filmmakers from around the
world have discovered Lewiston-
Auburn, thanks to its burgeoning
film festival.

The Emerge Film Festival,
scheduled for April 28-May 1, has
that many submissions to review
for its third annual event.

That’s an increase of 1,187 per-
cent over last year, when less
than 200 were submitted. Accord-
ing to organizers, the festival re-
ceived submissions from 42 states
and 110 countries, from Albania
to Zimbabwe.

“That’s 2,300 people talking
about Lewiston-Auburn around
the world,” programming manag-
er Katie Greenlaw said.

At least one of the submissions
was chosen for this year’s re-
nowned Sundance Film Festival
in Utah, Greenlaw said.

Submissions include feature
films, documentaries, short films
and student films from more than
a hundred high school and college
students. One feature that past
filmmakers have enjoyed about
Emerge is the opportunity they
get to interact with the students
and share their knowledge of cre-
ating movies.

Several volunteers have the
daunting task of reviewing the
2,300 films. The process started in
August 2015 when the first sub-
missions were received. Greenlaw
said every film will be watched by
at least two people.

The board of directors for the
festival are overwhelmed by the
support they have received from
the film industry, especially from
filmmakers who have attended
Emerge’s first two festivals.

Acclaimed
cellist Segev
slated to play
with BSO
BY SHELBY HARTIN
BDN STAFF

An acclaimed cellist, Inbal
Segev, will join the Bangor Sym-
phony Orchestra at 3 p.m. Sun-
day, March 6, for a program titled
“Brahms and Tchaikovsky” at the
Collins Center for the Arts. And
with her will be a piece of history:
Her cello was made by Francesco
Ruggieri in 1673.

Segev has performed as a solo-
ist with orchestras all over the
world, including the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra, Bogota
Philharmonic, Helsinki Philhar-
monic, the Orchestre National de
Lyon, the Polish National Radio
Symphony and the Bangkok Sym-
phony, to name a few.

She has also worked with Ban-
gor Symphony Orchestra director
and conductor Lucas Richman on
his own work: “Three Pieces for
Cello and Orchestra.” Segev fea-
tured at the Pittsburgh Symphony
Orchestra on the world premiere
recording of the piece, which ap-
peared on Richman’s album “IN
TRUTH: Lucas Richman” and
gave the world premiere of

Tribute to tribal leaders

BY JOHANNA S. BILLINGS
BDN STAFF

Afemale figure kneels over baskets,
long straw in her hands. Her blue
striped dress and straw hat are
representative of what and when
she depicts: Passamaquoddy life
in the 1800s.

The mannequin, recently refurbished,
is one of 12 created in the 1960s and mod-
eled after real people. They depict differ-
ent aspects of life for the Passamaquoddy
tribe, including basket-weaving, hunting
and selling their wares. They span centu-
ries, from the 1400s to the 1900s, and have
intricate detailing.

Now on display at the tribal museum’s
new location at 59 Passamaquoddy Road
in Pleasant Point, upstairs from the Si-
payik Youth Center, the mannequins took
a while to repair. Previously housed in the
museum’s former location on Route 190,
Brenda Moore-Mitchell, a volunteer who
served as the mannequin project director,
said refurbishing began very slowly in
2005 or 2006.

“They came from the old museum,
which was literally falling down around
them,” Moore-Mitchell said. “I knew that
they would need some work … but I didn’t
know to what extent.”

Moore-Mitchell remembers the state of
decay into which they had fallen. Many
were missing hands or even whole limbs.

“They would crack just by moving
them,” she said. “Some of them couldn’t
even stand up.”

However, with a lack of funding, it was
several years before the repairs could
begin in earnest. In 2011, Moore-Mitchell
and other volunteers began fundraising,
earning about $1,500 toward the cost of re-
furbishing the mannequins. In 2012, they
also received a $3,000 grant from the New
England Foundation for the Arts. The Pas-
samaquoddy made an in-kind match
through artist volunteer work. About a
year later, the volunteers received a
$15,000 grant from the Maine Community
Foundation. Volunteers continued to pro-
vide a match through their work.

“We didn’t know how to fix a manne-
quin in the first place,” Moore-Mitchell
said.

Fortunately, William Schaefer, an artist
specializing in sculpture and restoration,
knew how to work with the plaster bodies
to make them whole again. The East Ma-
chias resident volunteered his time to
work on the mannequins and, in the pro-
cess, trained Passamaquoddy students
Randi Smith and Terran Moore, Moore-
Mitchell’s son.

“My son redid a lot of the work on the
arms and hands,” Moore-Mitchell said.

Repairing the plaster involved “hours
and hours of work” over several months,
Schaefer and Moore-Mitchell said.

After the plaster work was done, the
tribe hired artists to design period cloth-
ing to depict life from around 1400 through
modern times.

Moore-Mitchell said she had been con-
cerned about the painting process.

“I didn’t want them to all look alike,”
she said, adding some of the models had
darker skin than others.

“[Smith] did an awesome job. I can’t be-
lieve how well they turned out,” she said.

The mannequins were modeled after ac-
tual tribe members, including Roberta
Richter, who said she’s happy the tribe
was able to restore them and make them
look so good in the process.

“I think they look original and very
close to the way all the people looked,”
Richter said.

Now on display, the mannequins have

Mannequins refurbished,
modeledonreal
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Sabattis Francis was the model for this mannequin, depicting Chief Sopiel Selmore from
the 1800s.

JOHANNA BILLINGS | BDN

Brenda Moore Mitchell points to the intricate beadwork found on one of the mannequin
costumes in the Passamaquoddy museum.
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Civil rights leader DeRay Mckesson, a 2007 graduate of Bowdoin Col-
lege, returned to the college to speak to an overflow crowd in Kresge
Auditorium in Brunswick last year.

Bowdoin College honors
activist alumnusMckesson
BY BETH BROGAN
BDN STAFF

BRUNSWICK — Bowdoin Col-
lege has commissioned a portrait
of alumnus and civil rights activ-
ist DeRay Mckesson, who recently
announced his candidacy for
mayor of Baltimore.

New media artist R. Luke Du-
Bois will create the portrait as
part of his exhibition, “R. Luke
DuBois — Now,” at the Bowdoin
College Museum of Art.

McKesson, a 2007 graduate of
the Brunswick college, has gained

national fame for his role in lead-
ing a new civil rights movement,
advocating for justice after young
black men were shot by police in
Ferguson, Missouri, and in his na-
tive Baltimore.

He recently appeared on Late
Night with Stephen Colbert and
joined other civil rights leaders to
meet with President Barack
Obama for a discussion about
race relations in the United
States. He was instrumental in
the release last year of a report ti-
tled “ Mapping Police Violence,”
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