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DIF&Wseekscommentonmanagementplans
BY JOHN HOLYOKE
BDN STAFF

Fifteen years ago, when the
Maine Department of Inland Fish-
eries and Wildlife last set its long-
term management goals for sever-
al species, large working groups
did much of the heavy lifting,
helping to set goals and objectives
that have guided biologists ever
since.

Now, with those 15-year plans
ready for revamping, the depart-
ment has opened the doors to vir-
tually every Mainer who wants to

help set the foundation for man-
agement efforts over the next de-
cade and a half.

The DIF&W has unveiled a
multiphase plan that includes a
targeted survey, public meetings,
focus groups and an open-to-all
online forum as it hopes to com-
plete the next 15-year plan before
the end of the year.

And as it does so, the depart-
ment also will attempt to make
the end product more “user
friendly,” according to Nate
Webb, the wildlife biologist serv-
ing as the special projects coordi-

nator in charge of the effort.
Consolidating the management

plans for 13 or 14 different fish
species — each of which was the
focus of its own report the last
time a long-range plan was formu-
lated — into a single report is one
method being used to simplify the
process. The big-game plan will
feature chapters on four species,
but will also be included in a sin-
gle document.

Mainers are being asked to con-
tribute their thoughts on the man-
agement of big game animals —
moose, deer, bear and wild turkey

— as well as several fish species.
“Historically, since the early

’80s, our plan for fish and wildlife
was to convene a working group
for the species of interest,” Webb
said. “That was our primary
mechanism for public input.”

This time around, the depart-
ment has set up a program that
will allow more voices to be heard
as deliberations are made later
this year. Webb said he hopes
draft management plans will be
available for comment by fall, and
said he thinks the project will be
completed by the end of the year.

Among the questions biologists
will tackle: What is the desired
population level of each species in
different Wildlife Management
Districts around the state?

Webb explained the answer to
that question can be difficult to
tackle. Some, for instance, may
say there are far too many wild
turkeys in their area. Others
might want even more of the
birds around so they can be hunt-
ed more easily, while still others
may suggest turkeys should be
left alone completely to do as they

Sportsmen’s
show set for
78th edition

In its annual harbinger of
spring, the Penobscot County
Conservation Association will
roll out the red carpet this

weekend for the Eastern Maine
Sportsmen’s Show.

Thousands of attendees will
browse the aisle, as they have
during 77 prior
shows, and greet
longtime exhibi-
tors like the old
friends they are.
Want to book a
trip to Lake On-
tario? You can do
it. Always wanted
to visit a tradi-
tional Maine
sporting camp?
Plenty will be represented, as
they always are. Just trying to
find something fun for the kids to
do? The show is just the ticket,
with options including fly tying
and archery.

Or, maybe you just want to do
something to help the next gener-
ation of wildlife biologists or
game wardens get the education
that they need.

You may not know it, but every
time you pay for a ticket to this
show, that’s exactly what you’re
doing.

Earlier this week, a University
of Maine public relations special-
ist sent out a news release that re-
minded me of an important point:
Since beginning its scholarship
program in 1960 with a single $150
award given to a student majoring
in fish and game management,
the Penobscot County Conserva-
tion Association has given more
than $1.3 million to hundreds of
students pursuing conservation-
related careers.

According to UMaine, that
scholarship program — funded in
large part through the annual
sportsmen’s show — has grown
substantially, and it now funds 21
annual scholarships to the univer-
sity, as well as 10 at Unity College
and three at the University of
Maine at Machias.

So even though you might only
be going to this weekend’s show
to enter a few raffles, check out a
couple of boats and (of course)
stop by the Bangor Daily News
booth, you also will be making a
difference that will be felt for
years: Many of our future biolo-
gists are already receiving schol-
arship help from the Penobscot
County Conservation Association,
or will do so soon.

Kind of cool, isn’t it?
If you’ve been to past shows,

you’ll likely see some familiar ex-
hibits in a very familiar facility. If
not, here’s what you need to
know.

This year’s show hours: 5-9 p.m.
Friday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Saturday, 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday. The event will
be held in the UMaine field house
and Memorial Gym, and in the ad-
jacent pool. Single day tickets will
cost $8, with kids under 11 getting
in for free. You also can purchase
a full weekend pass for $15.

If you’re unsure what day to go,
or what time of day to show up
(these things matter, for reasons
I’ll explain), here are a few tips:

If you’ve got kids, don’t miss
the dogs. Seriously. They will love
‘em. (And so will you). And if you
want to see the dogs — the Guns
Up Hunting Retriever Club, to be
more precise — you won’t be able
to watch a demonstration on Fri-
day. The pool area doesn’t open
until Saturday, and that’s when
these pooches will show what
they can do. Their demonstra-
tions are set for 11:45 a.m., 4:15
p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Saturday and
for 12:45 p.m. Sunday.

No matter what day or time
you show up, there will be inter-
esting speakers talking about
their areas of expertise. I’d highly
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For the loveof animals

BY JULIA BAYLY
BDN STAFF

Dr. Karen Stasiak’s col-
leagues at her animal
health pharmaceutical
company know not to

count on seeing her around the
office the first week in March.

The Houston, Texas, veteri-
narian is among 18 vets, vet
technicians and veterinary stu-
dents who volunteer at the an-
nual Can-Am Crown Sled Dog
Races in Fort Kent, held last
weekend.

“I’ve been coming for nine
years,” Stasiak said as she pre-
pared to check dogs at the race
registration Friday afternoon at
Lonesome Pine Ski Hill. “When
I get back [to Texas] I’ll request
this week off for next year.”

For the race vets, working the

Can-Am offers a break from
treating small, household pets in
their regular practices and de-
vote several days to fine-tuned
canine athletes taking part in
the annual 30- and 250-mile races
and the inaugural running of
the weekend’s 100-mile race.

“It’s really nice to see these
dogs do what they are bred to
do,” Dr. Laura McConnell of
Denton, Texas, said. “These dogs
are really in great condition.”

In addition to the duo from
Texas, Can-Am race vets came
to Fort Kent from Minnesota,
Massachusetts and Maine.

“Without them we would
not have a race,” Beurmond

Banville, Can-Am Crown pres-
ident, said. “Dog care at the
Can-Am is of the utmost im-
portance.”

Banville figures by the time
the race weekend wraps up Mon-
day, the vets will have examined

more than 500 dogs among the
three races.

“The dog care in the races is
phenomenal,” he said. “These
vets are really a huge part of the
Can-Am team.”

Dogcare is firstpriority forCan-Am
Crown veterinary team

1-MinuteHike:
Chick Hill

Difficulty: Moderate. The hike is along
a rough road, which is about 1.3 miles
from the parking area to the top of Chick
Hill. The road is wide, surfaced with rocks
and gravel, and steep in some areas, espe-
cially as it nears the hill’s top of exposed
granite.

How to get there: From the intersection
of Route 180 and Route 9 in
Clifton, drive east on Route 9
for 3.3 miles, then take a
sharp left onto Chick Hill
Road. Drive 0.3 and veer
right at the fork, remaining
on Chick Hill Road. Drive an-
other 0.3 mile to where Chick
Road ends at a rough, gravel
parking area, which will be
to your left. This parking
area may look more like a
plow turnaround or cul-de-sac. When you
park, be sure not to block any roads or
driveways.

Information: Rising 1,160 feet above sea
level in the town of Clifton is a small moun-

tain local residents call Chick Hill, but on any
official map it’s labeled Peaked Mountain. For
many years, the public has explored the
mountain on gravel roads, old woods roads
and unofficial trails that cross through pri-
vately owned property.

Atop Chick Hill are open granite ledges that
provide wide views of the area, including the
mountains of Acadia National Park on Mount
Desert Island to the south. Also visible from
the top of the hill is the nearby Little Peaked
Mountain — or what locals know as Little
Chick Hill — and Eagle Bluff, both located in
Clifton, and a cluster of mountains to the
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Dr. Jackie Piepkorn looks over a sled dog outside Lonesome Pine Trails in Fort Kent last Friday during sign-in and vet checks for the Can-
Am Crown.

Chris Swan
(from left) of
Hampden
checks out
the view from
Chick Hill on
Saturday with
his friend
Derek Run-
nells of Ded-
ham, his
5-year-old
daughter, Ally,
and his fian-
cee, Kim
Spaulding.
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Sled dogs participating in the Can-Am crown races gather outside
Lonesome Pine Trails in Fort Kent on Friday during sign-in and vet
checks for the races.
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