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Friend
remembers
legendary
gunsmith

Alittle more than a decade
ago, a man I’d never met
called me at the office and
offered me a chance to

write a story that he thought
would be pretty interesting.

The man’s name, believe it or
not, was Deluck. And that day, I
ended up the lucky one.

Don Deluck knew a man who,
he said, was a genius. One of a
kind. Gracious. Funny. And the

best gunsmith
he’d ever seen.

If I tried to go
out and interview
this man, I was
told, I might be
turned away. But
if Deluck took
care of the intro-
ductions with his
longtime friend,
that gunsmith

would likely welcome me with
open arms, and entertain me for
hours.

That’s how I met Bill Morrison.
Already well into what could

have been his retirement years,
Morrison — officially Carl, but
Bill to everyone who knew him —
was the real deal. Everything De-
luck had told me was true.

The interview was amazing.
Our visit lasted for hours. And I
emerged with a pretty good story.

Deluck stopped by the Bangor
Daily News office the other day,
and I knew in an instant that he
couldn’t be bearing good news.
His eyes were red, and he choked
back tears when we sat down.

“I just thought you might want
to write something,” he told me.

Even though we hadn’t kept in
touch since he introduced me to
his friend, I knew, again, that De-
luck was right.

Bill Morrison, 94 years old, had
died in late February.

I missed the obituary and
hadn’t known. And Deluck, a
friend of Morrison’s for more
than 40 years, suspected that I
might have a few words to share.

Let’s start at the beginning:
Morrison had a passion for guns
from the start. As a 2-year-old, he
figured out a way to fire a .30-06
shell out of a cork-stopper gun.
The result was not good, and his
mother wasn’t impressed. When
we talked 80-some years after the
incident, Morrison still got a kick
out of his misdeed.

“It ruined my popgun,” he told
me. And he hid under a table,
hoping to escape the wrath of his
mother.

That was one of the few ruined
guns that he proved unable to fix.

By the time he was 15, he was
repairing guns for a local sporting
goods store. And he never
stopped.

His work ethic was unmatched,
Deluck said, and he kept up an
amazing workload until the last
couple of years.

“He’d get up at 10 o’clock in the
morning and have his breakfast,
then go down to the shop,” Deluck
said. “[Before she died], his wife
would call him probably six times
before she’d get him to come back
up to the house for lunch at
around 2.”

Then, after a nap, he’d walk
back to his Bradford shop at
about 9 p.m. and work until 2 or 3
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learned at
sportsmen
show
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ORONO — Every year at this
time, outdoors enthusiasts from
around the state come out of hi-
bernation (or take time off from
their outdoor pursuits) and head
to outdoors expos that are staged
in Brewer, Orono, Presque Isle
and Augusta.

Last weekend, BDN staffers
were at the 78th annual Eastern
Maine Sportsmen’s Show, which
is always a great time for us.
When we weren’t talking with
BDN readers, we made time to
stop by the booths of many ven-
dors, checking out their wares
and finding out what’s new in the
outdoor world.

Though the show changes each
year, one thing remains a con-
stant: If you keep your eyes and
ears open, you’re bound to learn
something you didn’t know be-
fore. After 20 hours at the show,
here are a few things we learned:

Head east this spring
Smoked alewives and fried

smelts are traditional foods in
eastern Maine, and this spring,
they’ll be available at the annual
Smelt Fry and Fisheries Celebra-
tion from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sat-
urday, April 16, in Columbia
Falls, and at the Smolt Bolt 4-mile
race and Smoked Alewife Cookout
starting at 10 a.m. Saturday, May
21, in East Machias. Both events
will include free fisheries tours.
The Downeast Salmon Federation
is hosting both of these events. To
learn more, visit www.maine-
salmonrivers.org or call 483-4336.

Early birds get the best spots
At a typical show, exhibitors

show up early to freshen up their
booths and get ready for the day.
Few of them got an earlier start
than one woman who stopped by
to chat with BDN staffers on Sat-
urday morning.

“When you’re 80, you can’t
walk far,” the woman said, ex-
plaining that she and her husband
had left their home in Brooklin at
5:30 a.m. to avoid a long hike to
the show venue.

“We got here at 8 to get a good
parking spot,” she said.

They succeeded, and were
among the first in the doors when
they opened at 9 a.m. That conver-
sation was a highlight of the
show: This attendee was eager to
talk about all kinds of outdoor is-
sues, and stayed at the booth for
about 20 minutes.

But she’s not the only family
member with a gift for gab, she
told us.

“I don’t know where my hus-
band went,” she said. “He’s proba-
bly off talking with someone. He
loves to talk.”

Anorthern hiking gem
Deboullie Public Reserved Land

in northern Maine is home to
about 30 miles of hiking trails,
some traveling along the edges of
deep glacial ponds and pristine
lakes, others leading up moun-
tains and through beautiful alpine
landscapes.

The name Debouille is an
Americanization of the French ge-

1-MinuteHike:
GoodWill-HinckleyTrails
Difficulty: Easy to moderate, depending on

how many trails you choose to explore. The trails
total over 3 miles and are well maintained and
marked with blazes painted on trees. The surface
of the trails is forest floor, which can be uneven
and muddy in spots. Expect a few hills and short
stretches of narrow bog bridges.

How to get there: Starting at the intersection
of Route 23 and Route 201, near the Hinckley Boat
Launch in Fairfield, drive south on Route 201 for
about 1 mile and you’ll see a sign for Kennebec

Valley Community College, then
signs for Good Will-Hinckley on
your right. Continue on Route 201
for about 0.6 mile and turn right
onto Easler Road, right after the
big sign for the L.C.Bates Muse-
um. Drive less than 0.1 mile to a
small parking lot for the museum,
which will be on your right. Park
there and enter the museum to
pick up a trail map before explor-
ing the trail network, which

starts on the other side of Easler Road and is
marked by a large trailhead kiosk displaying a
trail map. If facing the kiosk, the Dartmouth Trail
starts to the left and leads into the trail network.

Information: “Oh, fair trails, I’ll stroll beneath
the shadows of thy leaf-laden arms and the joys of
the woods shall be mine.” — Good Will Trail
Song.

The construction of the Good Will-Hinckley
Trails were started in the early 1900s by George
Walter Hinckley, founder of Good Will-Hinckley
Homes for Boys and Girls. Weaving through the
forest and fields of Fairfield, the trails were for
the children living at the Good Will-Hinckley
Homes, as well as visitors to the property. He
built them to encourage outdoor recreation and
foster curiosity about the natural world.

Today, the trails in the network total more
than 3 miles and visit several historical stone
monuments, which are marked on a trail map
and described in a brochure. The four main trails
of the network are marked with blazes of different
colors: Dartmouth Trail has green and white blaz-
es; Bowdoin Trail, black and white; Continental
Trail, yellow and white; and Hennigar Trail, red
and white. All side trails and connecting trails
simply have white blazes.

For new visitors, navigating this trail network
would be extremely difficult without a trail map.

The stone monuments located throughout the

trail network include a stone chair originally con-
structed in 1912 by Ernest Thompson Seton, one
of the founders of the Boy Scouts of America; a
stone monument built in 1921 in honor of Theo-
dore Roosevelt that includes a stone from the Roo-
sevelt estate on Long Island; the Granite House, a
stone and log cabin constructed by Charles D.
Hubbard for the exhibition of Maine granites; and
the Sunrise Fireplace, a stone fireplace built in
1933 in the middle of the forest.

The trails also lead to outdoor classrooms,
beautiful stone trail entrances and other stone
monuments and memorials to people involved in
conservation, outdoor education and the studying
of nature such as Adirondack Murray, “Father of
the Outdoor Movement.”

The importance of this unique trail network,
with its many stone memorials, was explained by
Hinckley in 1939. He wrote, “Memorials are valu-
able because: first, they take us into the past and
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A building known as the “Granite House” was constructed in the early 1900s for the exhibition of
Maine granites. Charles D. Hubbard and George Walter Hinckley traveled around the state to gather
specimens and secure oil sketches and paintings of quarries to adorn the walls. Today, the empty
building is one of the attractions seen along the Good Will-Hinckley Trails.

AISLINN SARNACK | BDN

The Dartmouth Trail Entrance of the Good Will-
Hinckley Trails was built in 1915 with field stones
with funds from the Outing Club of Dartmouth.
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AroostookCounty photographer captures ‘fantastic’ lynx images
BY JEN LYNDS
BDN STAFF

WASHBURN — Renowned
Aroostook County photogra-
pher Paul Cyr was out last
week between Washburn and
Perham when he got close
enough to a lynx that he was
just a “baseball bat length
away” from the once elusive
animal.

It is a feat that is becoming
easier, according to the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife, as the once rarely
sighted lynx has increased in
numbers over the last decade
and begun expanding its core
range from northern Maine to
eastern and western Maine.

Maine now is home to the
largest breeding population of
Canada lynx in the contiguous
United States, and IFW wildlife
biologists are actively monitor-
ing the population, according
to a posting on the IFW Face-

book page last week that
shared some of Cyr’s “fantastic
pictures.”

The Canada lynx is “a medi-
um-sized gray cat with a
bobbed tail and long black ear
tufts,” the Facebook post
states. “Although similar in ap-
pearance to a bobcat, lynx have
a completely black-tipped tail,
longer ear tufts and larger
paws.”

Those large paws make them
especially adept at catching
prey in the typically deep snow
and spruce-fir forests of north-
ern Maine.

Cyr, whose own reputation
as a photographer is expanding
beyond Aroostook, shares some
10,000 images on his Paul Cyr
Photography website and Face-
book page.

Cyr said on March 11 that he
captured the images of the lynx
using a camera and short lens,
and not a game camera.

“A game camera would not

get the quality of the photo-
graph that I got,” he said. “I
was actually walking amongst
them. You see postings all the
time of people getting close to

them. They are pretty curious
animals. It is not that unusual
to get that close to them.”

He said that the animal that
he photographed was eating.

“He knew that I was there,”
said Cyr. “The animal had very
little fear. He didn’t pay much
attention to me.”

PAUL CYR

Aroostook
County
photographer
Paul Cyr was
out last week
between
Washburn and
Perham when
he got to
almost within
arms’ length
of the once
elusive
Canada lynx.

Watch the video
bangordailynews.com

See Holyoke, Page C2
See Hike, Page C4

See Show, Page C2

See Lynx, Page C2


