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Maine’s
‘somber
rite of
spring’
Winter deaths mean
burials after thaw
By Julia Bayly
BDN Staff

Spring is just around the cor-
ner, and that means Maine’s fu-
neral directors are about to get
very busy.

Beginning in November each
year, when digging graves in the
frozen ground becomes near im-
possible or too costly, the re-
mains of many of the state’s dear-
ly departed who aren’t cremated
are housed in above ground
buildings or vaults, often at ceme-
teries or adjacent to churched.

With the upcoming spring
thaw, undertakers such as Tom
Daigle in Fort Kent are preparing
families for what one Alaskan
newspaper called a “somber rite
of spring” in the far north.

“If someone passes away in No-
vember and you have to wait six
months for the burial, it can be
difficult,” Daigle said. “[W]hen
there is no immediate burial,
there is no closure, [and] the
spring burial does allow that clo-
sure for the families, and I have
witnessed that a lot.”

To make sure those families
have that opportunity, Daigle’s
staff will begin calling them in
April to schedule spring burials
for the first weeks in May.

“In some ways it does mean
they are reliving [the death] all
over again,” said Rev. James
Nadeau, pastor at St. John Vian-
ney Parish in Fort Kent. “But the
spring burial is actually a chance
for them to get the closure they
did not get at the winter service.”

Starting on May 8, Nadeau be-
gins a whirlwind tour of the par-
ishes within his spiritual area,
presiding over burial — or com-
mittal — services from Fort Kent
to Allagash.

“I start at 8 a.m., [and] each
takes around 15 minutes,” he
said. “I say prayers, we lower the
casket and then we move on.”

Normally, according to
Nadeau, there are three parts to
the funeral service starting at vis-
itations and prayers at the funer-
al home, the funeral Mass and
ending with the graveside com-
mittal service.

“When the funeral Mass ends, I
will say, ‘Now let us take our
brother or sister to his or her
place of rest,’” he said. “In the
winter when we can’t dig the fro-
zen ground, the [funeral] Mass

Farmer
warnsUMPI
students of
perils in food
By anthony Brino
BDN Staff

Heading into his elder years,
organic farmer Jim Gerritsen
finds himself at once optimistic
about the future and more critical
than ever of the flaws he sees in
American agriculture.

“You may not win but you’ve
got to fight,” Gerritsen, co-owner
of the Wood Prairie Farm, said at
a seminar with students and fac-
ulty at the University of Maine at
Presque Isle, which has a new
sustainable agriculture program.
“All of us who have kids, we’ve
got to hand them something more
than what we’ve got here.”

Jim and Meg Gerritsen, long-
time organic farming advocates
who helped lead a lawsuit chal-
lenging genetically engineered
seed practices, are in the process
of the transitioning their 80-acre
farm to the next generation, their
two sons and two daughters.

Jim Gerritsen, now considered
an “agrarian elder” in organic
farming circles, said he wants to
help more people understand that
organic farming can work well at
small, local, large and national
scales — without the use of harm-
ful herbicides, pesticides and fer-
tilizer.

“It’s the alternative to an indus-
trial form of agriculture that has
become the standard model in
this country, and it’s a real open
question as to whether this indus-
trialization is an improvement,”
Gerritsen said.

The Wood Prairie Farm special-
izes in organic seeds for vegeta-
bles, beans, grains, herbs, pota-
toes and more, sold mostly to gar-
deners and small farmers online.
Organic farmers who sell diverse
vegetables, meat, fruit and dairy
can bring in hundreds of thou-
sands dollars on just a few acres,
while others can cultivate 4,000
acres of rotating grains, Gerritsen
said.

“There’s no failure in the abili-
ty of organic farmers to grow
food,” he argued. “The challenges
are political challenges. We have
a concentrated corporate control
of our government. Everybody
knows about the revolving door of
people from private industry that
come into the government as sup-
posed regulators. Private industry
people are making decisions on
behalf of the citizens, but in fact
they’re making it for the corpora-
tions they come from.”

Gerritsen said that he and
other organic advocates are try-
ing to counter what they see as
corporate influence creeping into
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s organic farming regula-
tions. For instance, a recent in-
vestigation by Cornucopia Insti-
tute found 14 certified organic
poultry and dairy factories in
states like Texas “provided no le-
gitimate grazing, or even access
to the outdoors,” despite the pas-
ture requirements laid out in the
original national organic law.

“Clearly, there is a bias and

AgeminJackson

By aBigail Curtis
BDN Staff

After years of moving
around the country
for work, Doreen and
Jim Dickson finally
were able to come
home to Maine for

good a few years ago.
The only problem? Doreen,

47, who grew up in Liberty,
never wants to leave the rustic
paradise she and her husband
have built among the spruce
trees of their 10-acre property
in Jackson. But the jewelry
maker and crafter has found a
solution — she spends most of
her time at home making beau-
tiful things that she sells online
through her successful Etsy
store, “Maid in the Woods.”

That means her woodsy se-
renity is disturbed only by the
small flock of curious chickens
that peck at the door of her
workshop when they want a
treat.

“This is all I ever wanted,”
Doreen Dickson said. “I don’t
mind putting roots down.”

And the roots are running
deep. The Dicksons found the
Jackson property listed for
sale about five years ago. A
previous owner, Joe Carpen-
ter, had constructed several
small cabins in the woods,
which were long on charm if
short on amenities.

“We didn’t even get as far as
the outhouse when I said, ‘Jim,
can we make an offer?’” Do-
reen Dickson recalled.

Since then, they’ve made the
parcel truly their own by fin-
ishing some of the simple build-
ings and adding a couple of new
ones, including separate work-
shops for each of them. Jim
Dickson, now 53, used to have a
high-powered construction in-
dustry job that took him to
countries like China, where he
helped build complicated proj-
ects. Back then, he spent long
days indoors wearing sterile
cleanroom coveralls. These
days, he’s more likely to be

wearing comfortable blue jeans
and working outside.

“The idea is to spend time
doing what you like doing,”
Jim Dickson said.

That rings true for Doreen
Dickson, who said that she has
always enjoyed hands-on work
and describes herself as a
“graduate of the University of
YouTube,” because she’s
learned so much from watch-
ing online tutorials. She began
making her delicate, wire-
wrapped jewelry for friends
and family, and only started
the online store on Etsy when
an aunt cajoled her into doing
so. That was in August 2012.

Since then, she has sold
2,026 pieces, with most of those
orders coming in the last year
and a half. Some are made to
order and others are not. Her
most popular piece is a tree of
life necklace, although she
sells a number of other hand-
crafted items, including pil-
lows stuffed with buckwheat
hulls, and she ships them to
people as far away as Europe,
China, India and Africa.

“It works out great,” she
said, adding that she is tickled
when her customers marvel at
her quaint lifestyle. “It really
is just how my life developed.”

Rustic paradise cultivates thriving jewelry business
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Doreen Dickson makes jewelry at her Jackson home. She sells her work all over the world through
her Etsy store “Maid in the Woods.”
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Doreen Dickson makes “Tree of Life” pendants among other jew-
elry at her Jackson home.
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Chickens peek through the door of Doreen Dickson workshop at
her Jackson home.

Worried about zombies or end of days? Formermissile silo for sale
By Julia Bayly
BDN Staff

LIMESTONE — Dave and Sue
Prentiss don’t consider them-
selves doomsday survivalists.
They also aren’t concerned about
a possible zombie attack. But in
the event of a worst-case scenario,
the Limestone couple has the per-
fect spot to ride out just about any
post-apocalyptic event.

Thirty years ago the couple was
in the market for a home in north-
ern Maine so Dave Prentiss could
relocate his specialty auto resto-
ration business from New Hamp-
shire.

While house hunting in 1985,
they came across an old Nike mis-
sile launch site for sale near what
was then Loring Air Force Base.

Prentiss said what initially at-
tracted him to the property on the

Canadian border was the old mis-
sile assembly and testing build-
ing, which he knew would make a
perfect auto restoration shop. But
he said he and his wife also were
intrigued by the possibility of liv-
ing on an old military site.

According to Prentiss, the Nike
missiles were deployed and oper-
ated by the United States Army in
the late 1950s and enjoyed a very
short shelf life.

When the missile sites were de-
commissioned and taken offline,
all the missiles were removed by
the military.

“These were traditional war-
heads, not nuclear warheads,”
Prentiss said of the weapons. “If
they had been nukes, I wouldn’t
have touched this place on a bet.”

After the Limestone site closed
in the early 1960s, it went through
a series of private ownerships

until the couple purchased it in
1985.

“It was really in deplorable
shape,” Prentiss said.

Weeds and northern Maine
scrub brush were growing every-
where, lawns were overgrown and
the site’s collection of buildings
were in various stages of disre-
pair.

Instead of work to create living
space in an existing building on
the site — the only one with run-
ning water and electricity was the
old missile assembly shop — the
Prentisses instead opted to build a
new, two-bedroom home on a
clearing between the shop and the
former barracks.

Chain-link fence encloses the
17-acre parcel that sits in the cen-
ter of Aroostook County farm-
land, and the only way in or out is
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Dave Prentiss walks back into the daylight from his underground Nike
missile silo in Limestone.See Silo, Page C2

See Burial, Page C2See Farmer, Page C2
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St. Louis Cemetery Vault in Fort
Kent.

“Private industry people
are making decisions on
behalf of the citizens,

but in fact they’re making
it for the corporations
they come from.”
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