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“Hi, I’m calling from the Inter-
nal Revenue Service to verify
some information on your income
tax filing. Just to be sure I have it
right, could you tell me…”

The caller may
give you a phony
name and badge
number and may
have spoofed the phone number to
make it appear you really were
getting a call from an IRS office.
But it was just one of the nearly
900,000 phone scam attempts re-
ported to the Treasury Inspector
General for Tax Administration
since October 2013. The agency
says it knows of more than 5,000
victims who have been tricked
out of more than $26.5 million in
such scams.

The tricksters are successful
because they play on our fears.
We might fear being sent to pris-
on, being deported or having our
credit score lowered. Scammers
have no power or legal authority
to do any of those things, but the
threats still concern us.

They concern seniors and stu-
dents, especially. Seniors are fre-
quent targets because they’re gen-
erally home, they answer the phone
and they tend to be a bit more trust-
ing than younger people.

Crooks target students with
phony IRS threats and with offers
to help “fix” their student loan sit-
uations. Don’t pay an upfront fee
for something you can probably
do for free.

Once the offer or threat is
made, the punch line amounts to
“pay up or else.” Do so by wire
transfer or prepaid debit card —
untraceable and not recoverable.
Several scammers might call to
make you think their story is
real. Once you send the money
away, it’s gone, straight into the
pockets of the crooks.

The IRS estimates that phish-
ing schemes have gone up 400 per-
cent just this year. The agency —
indeed, all legitimate businesses
and government entities — do not
do business by calling first. If
they call at all, a real business or
agency will leave a message, giv-
ing you a chance to verify the cor-
rect phone number to call.

That last point is important, of
course, because of scammers’ abil-
ity to spoof phone numbers, fool-
ing caller ID systems that may
display a genuine business or gov-
ernment number. The crooks are
really calling from disposable cell-
phones, but only they know that’s
the case.

Impostors use our emotions in
other ways, too. Concern for fami-
ly or friends kicks in when we get
a call that someone has been in an
accident or was jailed while in a
foreign country. A call to someone
close to the supposed victim can
determine the truth. Wiring
money based on a single phone
call usually ends up benefiting
only a scam artist.
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ROCKLAND — Larry Reed,
who has been in the restaurant
business since he was 16 years
old, will be opening The Pearl
on the city’s waterfront in May.

Reed announced this weekend
that he has secured a 10-year
lease to be the owner and opera-
tor of the landmark seasonal res-
taurant located on the end of a
wharf at Rockland’s Harbor
Park.

A Rockland native, Reed said
he is confident he can make The
Pearl a success even though
others have been unable.

There has been a restaurant at
the end of the pier where The
Pearl is located for more than 50
years. In 2004, the building was
destroyed by fire, but it was re-
built and reopened in 2010, with
multiple different owners operat-
ing it over the past six years.

Michele Ragussis, a celebrity
television chef, ran the restau-
rant in 2014. Then last year, for
a shortened season, Linda
Novak oversaw it as the Oyster
Bar at the Pearl. The property
is owned by Frank Ferraiolo
through his Waterfront Group
Inc.

“I’ve seen The Pearl struggle
the couple times I have been

there the past couple years,”
Reed said. “I don’t think they
fully grasped what a restaurant
on the water has to be.”

Reed said he plans on having a
menu dominated by seafood pro-
vided by local fishermen. The
longtime restaurateur cited his
strong ties to the community and
said people know his reputation.

Reed has worked for five
years as the manager at Ar-
cher’s on the Pier, which is lo-
cated several hundred yards
away, also on a pier on the city
waterfront. He said his experi-
ence at Archer’s has been great
and he has had a great opportu-
nity to see what makes a restau-

rant a success on the waterfront.
Reed started working in restau-

rants at 16 as a busboy at the Sa-
moset Resort in neighboring
Rockport. He moved up to waiter
and bartender and also worked on
the banquet team at the Samoset.

He ran the Waterworks res-
taurant in Rockland starting 12
years ago for six years before
selling the business, while re-
taining the building on Lindsey
Street.

Reed said he is working on
putting a staff together for The
Pearl as well as getting the li-
censes to open for the first week
of May. He plans to stay open
through Halloween.
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Larry Reed of Rockland will be opening The Pearl restaurant in May on Rockland’s waterfront.

TempleTheatre announces newowner
BY JEN LYNDS
BDN STAFF

HOULTON — A Houlton
native, businessman and
writer will be coming back
from New Jersey to be the
new owner of the Temple
Theatre.

Charles “Charlie” Forti-
er, 55, a Houlton High
School and University of
Maine at Machias graduate,
was announced as the buyer
on March 16 in a post on the
cinema’s Facebook page by
Michael Hurley of Belfast,
who has owned the business
with Therese Bagnardi
since 2002.

Fortier, who has written
six books under the pen
name Ralph Albert Gessner,
lives in Carlstadt, New Jer-
sey, and said that he is
under con-
tract to pur-
chase the
theater and
expects to
close the
deal April 7
or 8.

“I was
looking for a
business op-
portunity,” he said Thurs-
day. “I love movies and
have seen over 10,000 of
them, and donated more

than 5,000 VHS tapes to
charity. I own more than
5,000 DVDs. I also was a pro-
jectionist for the University
of Maine at Machias while I
was in college, so I have ex-
perience in the movie busi-
ness. Now, running the cin-
ema is all digital. It is all at
the push of a button.”

In October 2015, Hurley,
who lives in Belfast and has
had the cinema up for sale
for 10 years, announced that
he was going to “give” the
twin-screen theater away as
part of an essay contest.
Contestants were required
to submit $100 with a
250-words-or-less essay

about why they should be
the next owner. Hurley said
he needed a minimum of
3,500 entries before a win-
ner could be selected from
the entries.

Despite being reported
on by national media out-
lets, such as The New York
Times, CNN and The Holly-
wood Reporter, the contest
ultimately failed due to
lack of entries. So Hurley
returned the entry fees he
had received along with a
note asking if anyone was
interested in buying the
theater.
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The Temple Theatre in Houlton.
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Gas prices
nudge
closer to $2
per gallon
BY DARREN FISHELL
BDN STAFF

PORTLAND — The average
price of a gallon of regular gaso-
line rose another 5 cents in the
past week in Maine, mirroring the
increase across the nation.

Maine’s average price stood at
$1.95 per gallon Sunday, compared
with a $1.98 national average, ac-
cording to the price tracking site
GasBuddy.com.

Crude oil prices have picked up
from a low in the mid-$20 range in
recent weeks, which stands to
drive up pump prices. Refinery
costs also are expected to rise as
they phase in a lower-emitting
summer blend that is more expen-
sive to produce.

While prices are on the rise,

Maine’s average remains 44
cents lower than one year ago.
The national average also is 44
cents cheaper than one year
ago.

GasBuddy and the U.S. Energy
Information Administration pro-
jected prices will remain lower on
average this year than in 2015,
despite the expected rise in crude
oil prices, political and tax uncer-

tainties and the removal in De-
cember of a 40-year ban on export-
ing crude oil from the United
States.

In March, the Energy Informa-
tion Administration significantly
dropped its forecast of monthly
gasoline prices, putting its expec-
tation for May at $1.99 per gallon,
down from an original forecast of
$2.49 per gallon in January.
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Gavin Dunphy fills his tank up at C.N. Brown’s gas station in Pittsfield
in January. The average price of a gallon of regular gasoline rose an-
other 5 cents in the past week in Maine.

Propane
company
scraps plans
for terminal
BY SUSAN SHARON
MPBN

An energy company with plans
to develop a propane distribution
terminal at Rigby Yard in South
Portland has withdrawn its appli-
cation, citing opposition from
within city government.

NGL Energy Partners said it
now hopes to bring its business to
another Maine community inter-
ested in providing a reliable pro-
pane supply for 50,000 homes and
businesses.

It has been a controversial proj-
ect in South Portland from the
start. Some residents worried
about the potential for a massive
explosion and other environmen-
tal and safety issues. Others sug-
gested that the risks were being
overstated.
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