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PORTLAND — When
beer giant Anheuser-
Busch InBev one year ago
bought the Seattle brew-
ery Dick Cantwell co-
founded, he resigned.

As Maine’s beer indus-
try matures, Cantwell and
others at the New Eng-
land Craft Brew Summit
in Portland Friday said
it’s inevitable that the
country’s largest brewer-
ies, such as AB InBev,
will fish in Maine or New
England waters for an ac-
quisition.

“I’m certain that AB is

looking for a brewery in
the region,” Cantwell
said. “When they were
trying to get me on board
with that whole plan, they
said, ‘Oh yeah, we’re
going to do that in every
region.’”

AB InBev, the brewer
of Budweiser, Stella Ar-
tois and many others,
isn’t the only big brewer
looking for acquisitions,
but it has been on a buy-
ing spree. In December, it
announced purchases of
three craft breweries
within five days.

In early 2014, AB InBev
acquired the Long Island
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When renting a car, savvy con-
sumers start the vehicle and let
the air conditioning run while
they check it
over. Even if
you’re planning a
spring vacation
in a normally cool place, it’s
worth knowing at the outset that
the AC works if you need it.

That’s just one part of a thor-
ough inspection you should give
that vehicle before renting. An
unnoticed dent or ding at the out-
set might be found upon return,
and you could be charged for dam-
age you did not do.

Other things to do before you
rent include the following:

— Have all ID with you, includ-
ing your driver’s license and the
credit card you used to reserve
the vehicle.

— Read the credit card docu-
mentation to see if it includes in-
surance. If in doubt, pay for the
additional insurance — instead of
risking a whopping bill if you’re
in a crash.

— Read the fine print. Tracking
devices can prove you were speed-
ing, incurred fees for driving out
of state or exceeded mileage lim-
its.

— Check that the keys open the
trunk — and gas cap, if it’s the
locking kind. Make sure there’s a
jack, spare tire and lug wrench.
Adjust all the mirrors and ask for
another vehicle if a mirror is
missing.

— Look for bugs, mud or debris
on the windshield. If you find any,
check under the seats for crawl-
ing things. You don’t want to
share your ride with bugs.

Most consumer advocates ad-
vise against renting at an airport.
You’ll generally pay higher rates
than at nearby rental sites. If
you’re just married and under age
25, make sure you can rent legal-
ly; otherwise you might spend
your honeymoon at your destina-
tion airport.

Insurance coverage can be com-
plicated and costly. Options at the
rental counter could add up to
more than $40 per day, equal to or
greater than the cost of the rental
itself.

Know what you have for cover-
age. Angie’s List found in a poll
that 22 percent of respondents did
not know if their auto insurance
or credit card provided liability
and collision coverage on a rental
car.

Ask about a collision damage
waiver, sometimes called a loss
damage waiver. It holds the rent-
er harmless if a rental vehicle is
damaged or stolen. In most cases,
the waiver will pay for the time
the vehicle is out of service while
it’s being repaired. The waiver
will likely not apply if the damage
was because of gross negligence,
as in drunken driving.

Consumer Reports had some
tips a couple of years back at con-
sumerreports.org/cro/maga-
zine/2014/01/how-to-save-on-car-
rentals/index.htm.

In summary, Consumer Re-
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Maine brewing grows up
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PORTLAND — Throwing
out 217 gallons of beer is
something Penobscot Bay
Brewing owner Mike An-
derson doesn’t want to do
again.

He dumped a batch that
wasn’t up to snuff last year
for the first time since open-
ing the brewery in 2009, an
expansion of the Winterport
winery.

“And then we took 10

days and we cleaned every-
thing — and you have no
idea what cleaning in a
brewery is,” said Anderson.

The craft beer industry
has gobbled up about 21
percent of the beer market
nationally and in Maine
has doubled the number of
breweries in the last three
years, to about 70. Put an-
other way, sales of beer
last year approached total
lobster landings, with
around $500 million in
sales, according to the

Maine Brewers’ Guild.
“All of us suffer from the

same thing,” Anderson
said. “We’ve been a part of
this massive explosion and
sometimes you need to stop
and get caught back up with
what’s going on.”

Friday in Portland, brew-
ers from around the region
met to do just that during
the first New England Craft
Brew Summit, where na-
tional and state craft brew-
ing industry groups
preached that an assist from

science will help sustain a
more local art of brewing in
the long-run.

“The industry is growing
so quickly that it’s hard for
a lot of our brewers to press
the pause button and think
critically about how to sus-
tain the growth,” said Sean
Sullivan, executive director
of the Maine Brewers’
Guild.

Industry veterans urged
Friday that tight quality
control is a concern brew-

Craft beer makers use chemistry to improve products
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Gas prices continue
rise above $2mark
BY DARREN FISHELL
BDN STAFF

PORTLAND — The average
price of a gallon of regular gaso-
line ticked up again in the past
week, bringing prices on par with
last fall from lows hit this winter.

The price tracking website Gas-
Buddy.com reported the average
price in Maine jumped about four
cents in the past week to $2.09. The
national average rose two cents to
$2.06, over the same period. Both
prices are more than 25 cents high-
er than one month ago and around
31 cents lower than a year ago.

Will Speer, an analyst for Gas-
Buddy, said prices are expected to

continue rising this week but that
refineries have almost completed
their switchover to the more ex-
pensive summer blend.

“Southern California was the
first region in the United States to
complete the summer-blend swi-
tchover on Friday, while the rest
of the United States follows suit at
the end of the month,” Speer said
in a news release.

He said increasing refinery out-
put through March helped curb
some of the price increases relat-
ed to the summer blend switch.

The average price in New
Hampshire for regular gasoline
was $2 per gallon. It was $2.09 in
Vermont.
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Steve Douglass fills his tank with $2.13 gas at Sam’s Club in Bangor in
January 2015. Gas prices in Maine continued to rise above $2 last
week, bringing prices on par with last fall from lows hit this winter.
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Despite misty conditions, a handful of skiers and snowboarders hit the trails last week at Sunday River in Newry.

Warmwinter effect
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PORTLAND — The largely ab-
sentee winter dealt a blow to
cold-weather recreation busi-
nesses in parts of the state, but
the hurt wasn’t distributed even-
ly.

At Sunday River in Newry,
ski traffic was off by about 15
percent of a five-year average
through early March, despite
snowmaking there and at sister
resort Sugarloaf that kept fur-
ther losses at bay.

Meanwhile, conditions that
made it tougher to keep snow on
the ground in western Maine
gave destinations north a boost
in the latter half of the season,
according to Jean Willette,
owner of Martin’s Motel in
Madawaska.

“For the northern part of
Aroostook County, I guess
maybe we needed one of those
years again where we were the
only ones with snow,” Willette
said. “We’re not wishing any ill

on the western part of the state,
but it’s nice when everything is
shared.”

Willette said faces new and
old returned to The County this
winter, some snowmobilers who
she estimated hadn’t been back
in more than a decade.

As is the case with ski resorts,
she said social media “had a big
part to play” in showing snow
on trails while it may not have
been plentiful in backyards for
potential snow-goers to see.

Lingering low gas prices, she
said, likely factored into people’s
willingness to make the trip dur-
ing the El Nino year.

Mark Bloomer, a meteorolo-
gist with the National Weather
Service, said that through
March, Caribou was about 20
inches below its average annual
snowfall, typically about 100
inches. The January average
temperature was about 7.5 de-
grees above normal.

There’s no perfect measure of
the economic impact of that
warmer weather on winter tour-

ism, but parts of the state that
take in the largest share of an-
nual lodging revenue during the
winter months posted lodging
declines of about 6.5 percent for
December and January.

Grouped as economic statisti-
cal areas, which include multi-
ple communities, those in the
northernmost part of the state
saw the slightest drop, according
to a Bangor Daily News analy-
sis.

The group includes the top
half of those areas, ranked by
the share of annual lodging reve-

nue taken in during the winter
months.

Those figures capture other
types of travel and economic fac-
tors as well. For instance, in the
larger Penobscot grouping of
economic summary areas, towns
around the shuttered Lincoln
paper and tissue mill reported a
41 percent drop in December and
January lodging revenue, com-
pared with one year ago.

The opposite appears to be the
case in Madawaska, where Wil-
lette said she has had steady

Mildweather challenged
ski, snowmobile havens
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Ticket counters stand closed last week at Sunday River.
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