
Arts&Culture
Thursday, April 14, 2016 Section C

bangordailynews.com

Events C3
Obituaries C4
Weather C6

Today’s Arts & Culture section
brought to you by

MECA,
Salt
Institute
tomerge
BY KATHLEEN PIERCE
BDN STAFF

PORTLAND — The iconic Salt Institute of
Documentary Studies won’t be disappearing
from Maine’s artscape. In fact, it’s merely
moving across the street and one block down.

On Tuesday afternoon, a crowd gathered at
Maine College of Art for the announcement of
its merger with the Salt Institute of Documen-
tary Studies.

The president of MECA, Donald Tuski, took
to the podium to declare the 43-year-old non-
profit school, which faced financial pressure
and suspended classes for the 2015-16 academ-
ic year, reborn under the MECA umbrella.

“I couldn’t be happier,” Tuski said. “I am
excited for the state of Maine’s arts and cul-
ture scene to move forward together.”

A generous grant for an undisclosed
amount by the Quimby Family Foundation,
made the union possible. Hannah Quimby,
the daughter of Burt’s Bees co-founder Rox-
anne Quimby, who sits on the foundation’s
board of directors, is a Salt alumni. The fund-
ing will cover startup and operational costs
for the first two to three years of the new ven-
ture called Salt at MECA.

“We are thrilled that Salt will be partnering
with MECA, and are confident in this effort
based on MECA’s solid reputation and sup-
portive infrastructure,” Hannah Quimby said
in a prepared statement. “It’s an exciting op-
portunity that has been thoughtfully consid-
ered and we are pleased to support this collab-
orative effort.”

The school’s dean, Ian Anderson, said the
fusion of these Portland art institutes “make
sense together because we share similar mis-
sions, pedagogy, educational philosophy and
core values. We require the same types of fa-
cilities; digital output photography labs, black
and white photo labs.”

The basement of MECA, home to the
school’s Bob Crewe Program in Art and
Music, including podcast rooms, will soon
serve Salt students in radio, film and multi-
media.

“There are things to tidy up,” said Salt’s
former executive director Donna Galluzzo,
who is helping with the transition from 561
Congress St. to 522 Congress St.

Though initially bothered by the unravel-
ing of Salt, alumni who launched a Save Salt
campaign, “are ready to move forward,” Gal-
luzzo confirmed. “Eighty percent of them are

New vintage store
is like going home
BY SHELBY HARTIN
BDN STAFF

“Can we go thrift shopping?”
my sister Mataya asked over
the phone as we planned our
weekend together last Friday.

I responded with an enthusi-
astic “yes” and started to
throw ideas her way. We could
go to Goodwill, of course, and
maybe The Sal-
vation Army.

“There’s a
new place
called Ivy &
Lace I want to
check out,
too,” I said.

It wasn’t a
thrift shop, I
said, but I had
stumbled
across a post on social media
about the business that imme-
diately caught my attention.

“It’s a vintage place,” I said.
She agreed to tag along, and

on Saturday, we made the little
shop our first visit of the day.

I opened up the door at 173
Park St., Suite 3, and a little
bell tinkled. The space was

decorated beautifully, with art-
work on every wall and small
scenes set up to show custom-
ers how they could adorn their
bedroom, dining room, kitchen
and other spaces with vintage
items. Old skeleton keys, an-
tique glass bottles, tea sets,
giant steamer trunks, worn
secretary desks, colorful
hutches and floral linens filled
the space with history and
whimsy, two of my favorite
things.

I attribute my love for thrift-
ing and vintage items to my
mother and father, respective-
ly. My mother can’t pass up a
good deal, and my father col-
lects all things antique, from
furniture to glass bottles.

I’m easily drawn to shops
such as Ivy & Lace, so it was
only fitting that I visit one in
Bangor. The fact that the
shop relocated to Bangor in
December made it even bet-
ter, because there was the
possibility that I had discov-
ered something that Bangor
residents might not know
about yet.

SHELBY
HARTIN

Six foreignmovies
to be screened at
Fort Kent film fest
BY JULIA BAYLY
BDN STAFF

FORT KENT — As far as Dr. Nicole Bou-
dreau is concerned, no film should ever be
dubbed over in favor of its original language.

“I have an aversion to anything that is
dubbed,” the University of Maine at Fort Kent
assistant professor of French said. “All films
should be shown with the original actors’
voices and using subtitles.”

Starting April 17 and running through
April 27, UMFK is hosting the Tournees
French Film Festival and, according to Bou-
dreau, all the films are in their original
French language with English subtitles.

“I’ve chosen six very different films for the
‘Tournees’ festival in the hopes that there will
be something for everyone,” Boudreau, who
also heads up the campus’ Heanssler Honors
Program, said.

“I love film,” she said. “I love that it is a
great way to explore different cultures and
language [and] that it gives you a window not
only into the filmmaker’s point of view but
also into a culture different from our own.”

The annual Tournees Film Festival is a pro-
gram of the French American Cultural Ex-
change — or FACE — Foundation, which
partners with the French Embassy to bring
French films to American colleges and uni-

Inspiredby insects

BY AISLINN SARNACKI
BDN STAFF

The lime green beetle
appears suspended in
time, wings outspread
to reveal an unexpect-

ed interior of tiny metal
gears — wheels and pinions,
springs, levers and ratchets.

It looks as though the in-
sect could be wound up. With
a whir, the cogs inside its
body would start turning, its
delicate wings would shud-
der to life and it would fly
away — across the small stu-
dio apartment, out the win-
dow and over the rainy
streets of downtown Port-
land.

“People see the possibility
in them,” Mike Libby, the ro-
bo-beetle’s 39-year-old cre-
ator, said. “Where do they
come from, and what are

they used for?”
In reality, the beetle doesn’t

move. It’s a sculpture made
out of a preserved jewel scarab
beetle, antique watch parts
and other machinery. Libby
created it for Insect Lab, a
body of whimsical, steampunk
artwork the Portland artist
began in 1999 and has since
gained global popularity.

In addition to a variety of
colorful beetles, Insect Lab
includes transformed butter-
flies and moths, bees and
wasps, dragonflies and the
occasional grasshopper and
spider. Ranging from $300 to
$1,500, these insect-machine
sculptures are encased in
glass domes, making them
appear a part of some
strange, futuristic natural
history collection.

Originally from Holden,
Libby graduated with a de-

gree in sculpture from Rhode
Island School of Design in
1999. Soon after, he started
Insect Lab, when he found a
dead beetle under a vending
machine while working at an
arts camp in Michigan.

“It didn’t look spectacu-
lar,” said Libby. “The inner

wings and legs had broken
off, and I didn’t know how to
handle insects at all. I didn’t
have the hand skills, but now
I’ve been [doing work that is
like] threading the eye of a
needle on a roller coaster for
years.”

Portland sculptor crafts
intricate robotic bugs
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Ivy & Lace at 173 Park St., Suite 3, in Bangor, opened in Decem-
ber 2015. It offers vintage items at reasonable prices and is open
from 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
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A scarab beetle, enhanced with mechanical oddments, is displayed under glass at Portland artist Mike Libby’s studio on Con-
gress Street. Libby makes his customized specimens under the Insect Lab moniker.
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Portland artist Mike Libby is best known for his customized,
mechanical-inspired insect specimens but also makes other
kinds of art including coffee paintings and stained glass and
crystal structures that incorporate found objects.
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