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The latest in
hacker-proof
monitors,
cool dogs
By Russ Van aRsdale
executive director Northeast
coNtact

A few years ago, most of us
thought we’d never see the day
that cars braked by themselves in
emergencies. Soon, virtually
every vehicle made will include
this crash avoidance feature.

Insurance companies already
reward drivers of such cars with
lower premiums.
And it’s hard to
argue that avoid-
ing a collision
isn’t a major technological ad-
vance.

Consumers usually pay for
such safety improvements when
manufacturers all sign off; the
cost of the upgrade is borne by fu-
ture buyers. When the consuming
public is left to its own devices,
their spending priorities tend to
be, well, diverse.

Consumer Affairs, at consum-
eraffairs.com, alerted us to a cou-
ple of safety devices worth noting.
First-time parents may have read
with alarm about hackers who hi-
jack baby monitors.

They may want to check out a
monitor made by Project Nursery
that uses secure, wireless technol-
ogy. It’s expected on the market in
May.

Also for nervous parents is the
self-installing child car seat. As
its name implies, it’s goof-proof.
That’s good news for the large
number of people who put in the
seats incorrectly.

If you need help, there’s an app
for that.

Concerned about headphones
blocking ambient sounds, such as
a boarding call at the airport? The
Economic Times of India found a
new music player that’s strapped
to back of your head. The sound
vibrates through the skull bones
and makes its way to the middle
ear, which recognizes the vibra-
tions as music.

“Don’t worry, the technology is
perfectly safe,” the site gushes
without elaborating.

consumeR
foRum
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Cory Ricker cleans fermenting tanks inside 2 Feet Brewing in downtown Bangor on Saturday. Ricker and his wife, Nok-Noi, hope to open
the brewery in August.

Something’s brewingdowntown...
By nick mccRea
BdN staff

Downtown Bangor’s first brewery is in
the works, courtesy of a husband-wife team
from Hampden.

Cory and Nok-Noi Ricker expect to open 2
Feet Brewing at 80 Columbia St. sometime
in August or September, but have a lot of
work ahead of them as they convert the
storefront into a microbrewery.

A 15-by-20-foot room in the basement will
serve as the brewery, housing a two-barrel
system with three two-barrel fermenters.

“We hope to quickly expand that, because
it’s going to be difficult to operate long-term
with that kind of capacity,” Cory Ricker
said Friday.

At street level, they’ll serve the beer made
downstairs and a small menu of food options.
They’ll also offer growler sales, so beer lovers

can take home their favorites. 2 Feet will
make a variety of beers, including some regu-
lars and some taps will rotate regularly. Cory
Ricker, who has been homebrewing seriously
for six years, said the beers will range from
heavy Scotch ales and mild English ales to
spruce beer and a chili saison.

“There will be plenty of experimenting,”
Ricker said.

Cory Ricker will handle brewing opera-
tions, and Nok-Noi will be in charge of food.
Jerry Robichaud, another local home brew-
er, has signed on as a 10 percent partner in 2
Feet’s effort, and will assist in the brewery.

Nok-Noi Ricker said she and her husband

look forward to contributing to the Bangor
area’s beer scene, and that they see a lot of
room for growth in the area’s brewing in-
dustry.

“The more the merrier,” she said.
The Rickers plan to keep their day jobs,

Cory as a master electrician and Nok-Noi as
a Bangor Daily News reporter. They expect
to hire four employees.

The bulk of their brewing equipment
came from Stouthearted Brewing in Ithaca,
New York, closed after the inn it was tied to
changed ownership earlier this year.

2 Feet’s Columbia Street location former-
ly was home to Vapeway, which vacated the
space to expand to a larger Bangor location
— the former Blockbuster location on Hogan
Road.

Editor’s Note: Nok-Noi Ricker is a Bangor
Daily News employee.

2 Feet Brewing preparing
to open in Bangor
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The five-story boutique hotel 250 Main Hotel in Rockland will open
May 1.

New boutique hotel
to open in Rockland
Tallest building in city to employ at least 20

By stephen Betts
BdN staff

ROCKLAND — A five-story
boutique hotel that has been
years in the making will open on
May 1.

The facility — 250 Main Hotel
— features 26 rooms overlooking
Rockland Harbor and downtown
Rockland. Built at an estimated
cost of $2.9 million, the tallest
building in the city will employ a
staff of 20 year-round and likely
more during the peak months of
July and August.

Jesse Henry of the Migis Hotel
Group said that the owners, the
Lyman family, had a couple of de-
sign requirements, including that
the atmosphere be casual.

Guests will notice when they
walk into the lobby that there is
no classic front desk counter. In-
stead, guests will be met by a staff
member who will check them in
using an electronic tablet.

When guests get to their floor
either by elevator or the stairs,
they won’t find a hallway. In-

stead, they will find an open “gal-
lery.” Artwork will adorn these
open spaces on each floor.

The hotel is stressing and will
be promoting its location down-
town close to art galleries, muse-
ums, restaurants and the harbor.
There will be daily wine social
hours, and guests will be able to
enjoy the view from the rooftop,
57 feet above Main Street.

Cabot and Heidi Lyman of
Lyman Morse Boatbuilding in
Thomaston used the talents of his
employees from the boatyard, in-
cluding welders, plumbers and
electricians to construct the hotel.

Ruth Woodbury, guests servic-
es manager, said the nautical fla-
vor is evident in the hotel. Light
fixtures in the stairways are the
same as ones used aboard yachts.
A sextant sits atop a table in the
Main Street level lobby and a
frame of a boat is affixed to the
wall above a gas fireplace in the
lobby.

“There’s not the typical sea
shells and anchors,” she said.

Women’s event
making return to
Dover-Foxcroft

DOVER-FOXCROFT — The
2016 Women of Worth Conference
will be held 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 20, at Foxcroft Acade-
my.

Workshops will include infor-
mation on how to manage stress,
improve and project confidence,
manage social media profiles, tell
stories that have impact, finance
a small business and develop a
plan to build a dream business.
Throughout the day, successful
women in business will share
their stories.

Keynote speaker will be Bar-
bara Ann Cookson of Hermon,
a motivational speaker, health
and life coach. Her topic will be
“Channeling Your Inner Super
Hero: Living Your True Life
Story,” highlighting the confer-
ence theme, “Becoming Your
Own Superhero.” She is a certi-
fied holistic health coach, li-
censed massage therapist,
group fitness instructor and
motivational speaker. She owns
Healing Hands Massage Thera-
py.

The conference will include the
Marketplace Shopping Empori-
um.

The conference is made possi-
ble by funding from the Resource
Exchange and assistance from
Penquis, Camden National Bank
and Axiom Technology. It also is
supported by Foxcroft Academy
and the Piscataquis Chamber of
Commerce.

Tickets are $59 and include
meals, desserts and beverages,
and attendees’ choice of up to
three workshops.

To learn more about the pre-
senters and workshops, visit
wowmaine.wordpress.com or
call Sheree at 974-2440 or Sheree
at reofficerinfo@gmail.com.
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on the Job
The Maine Real Estate & Devel-

opment Association presented
BerryDunn CPA Jason Favreau
with a 2016 Volunteer of the Year
award. Favreau was one of five
award recipients at the confer-
ence honored for their contribu-
tions to MEREDA and to the
health of the Maine real estate
market over the last several
years. Favreau recently spear-
headed an initiative to assess
MEREDA’s mission and goals in-
cluding a review of membership
and sponsorship opportunities.
The outcome of this assessment
was a new tiered membership
structure with additional benefits
at each level. A principal in Ber-
ryDunn’s Tax Consulting and
Compliance Group, Favreau
works with clients in real estate
development, construction, manu-
facturing and long-term care in-

dustries, providing federal and
state tax consulting and compli-
ance services. He has experience

and technical ex-
pertise in partner-
ship and limited
liability company
taxation, includ-
ing issues associ-
ated with the con-
tribution of prop-
erty, debt and
other complex al-
locations and part-

ner admissions and redemptions.

Lawyer Reid Hayton-Hull has
joined Drummond Woodsum’s
Real Estate Group. Based in the
firm’s Portland office, Hayton-
Hull spent more than five years at
a family practice honing her
skills in real estate before joining
the firm. Hayton-Hull represents
clients in the acquisition, develop-
ment, financing, leasing and sale

of commercial and residential
real estate. She also represents
clients in the areas of affordable

housing develop-
ment and manage-
ment, including
compliance and
fair housing is-
sues. She is an
honors graduate
of Carleton Col-
lege and the Uni-
versity Of Maine
School Of Law.

She is admitted to practice in
Maine and Massachusetts. While
at Maine Law, Hayton-Hull served
as a Bernstein Fellow to Judge
John Beliveau of the Lewiston
District Court, a co-chair of the
Women’s Law Association, an ar-
ticles editor on the Maine Law Re-
view and a student attorney at the
Cumberland Legal Aid Clinic.

Jo-Ann Neal of Allen Insur-

ance and Financial in Camden
has obtained her federal license
to present Medicare insurance

options to Allen
clients. Neal
works with indi-
viduals and
groups on insur-
ance benefits poli-
cies, including
health, dental, life
and disability.
She joined the
company in 2013,

earning her license to sell health
and life insurance in Maine
through Allen’s in-house educa-
tion program. Founded in 1866
and celebrating 150 years in busi-
ness in 2016, Allen Insurance and
Financial is an employee-owned
insurance, benefits and financial
services company with offices in
Rockland, Camden, Belfast and
Southwest Harbor.

favreau hayton-hull neal
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