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BANGOR — “Make ’em
laugh, make ’em think, make
’em cry, but whatever you do,
don’t bore them,” Maureen Rob-
inson said from Robinson Bal-
let’s mirrored studio on Mon-
day afternoon.

That was the advice Robin-
son Ballet founder Ralph Robin-
son gave to his nephew Keith
Robinson, 67, and his niece by
marriage Maureen, 59, the now
retired co-artistic directors of
Robinson Ballet in Bangor.

After a finale of the chil-
dren’s matinee “Aladdin” held
Sunday at the Brewer Perform-
ing Arts Center, Brewer resi-
dents Keith and Maureen Rob-
inson stepped down from their
positions as co-artistic directors
of the company.

For the first time since Rob-
inson Ballet’s inception in 1977,

there will not be a Robinson at
the helm.

The two are handing the
reins over to 31-year-old Stevie
Dunham

McGary of Dedham, the exec-
utive director who has been in-
volved with the company since
she was a child. McGary went
to Virginia Commonwealth
University and has a Bachelor
of Fine Arts in dance and cho-
reography. Keith and Maureen
Robinson both will remain ac-
tive in the company as instruc-
tors for the School of Robinson
Ballet; the ACHIEVE program,
an educational outreach series
that brings dance education to
local schools; and by continu-
ing to perform and choreograph
future works.

Keith and Maureen’s retire-
ment will come as a welcome
respite after careers that began
many years ago. Keith Robin-
son took over as co-artistic di-

rector of Robinson Ballet with
his aunt Jeanne-Marie Robin-
son after his uncle Ralph Rob-
inson, the company’s founder,
stepped down in 1986. Maureen
filled Jeanne-Marie’s spot as co-
artistic director in 1990 and the
two have been keeping the com-
pany together ever since.

But Keith and Maureen’s ca-
reers didn’t start with Robinson
Ballet. Both were accomplished

dancers in their own right be-
fore passing their knowledge on
to students of the company.

Keith Robinson began danc-
ing after a few false starts.

“To make a long story short,
I tried a bunch of things,” Keith
Robinson said. “I worked on a
steamship in the Great Lakes. I
worked at a pea factory in
Longmont, Colorado. I worked
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Keith Robinson (right) watches one of his ballet classes work through a routine at Robinson Ballet in Bangor on Monday afternoon.
Keith and his wife, Maureen, have stepped down from their positions as co-artistic directors of Robinson Ballet in Bangor. For the first
time since the company’s inception in 1977, there will not be a Robinson at the helm.
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A group of ballerinas warm up during a class with Maureen
Robinson at Robinson Ballet in Bangor on Monday.
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in sequel
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Whimsical and fun, fairy hous-
es are imaginative structures that
kids create outdoors with sticks,
twigs and more to attract mythi-
cal fairies. And in a new book by
Maine author Liza Gardner
Walsh, the little houses become
an activity for every season.

“Fairy Houses All Year: A
Four-Season Handbook” recently
was published by Down East
Books and joins Walsh’s other ti-
tles including “Fairy House Hand-
book,” “Fairy Garden Handbook”
and “Where Do Fairies Go When
It Snows?” She also has written
non-fairy books including
“Muddy Boots” and “The History
of America’s First Fort Knox.”

For her, the art of fairy house
making isn’t just about the whim-
sy; it’s a great way to get kids out-
doors.

“My mission is really getting
kids outside as much as possible.
… Kids can get outside not just in
the summer when you traditional-
ly think about fairy houses,”
Walsh said. Ultimately, the activi-
ty book, which includes fairy lore,
recipes for foods fairies might
enjoy and fairy house tutorials, is
about “extending the magic of
fairyhouse building all year.”

The inspiration for this install-
ment in her fairy series came

BangorRollerDerby
makes skating look easy

“Ok,” I said to myself, clinging
nervously to the side of the bench
at the Skehan Recreation Center
in Hampden.

The neon colored skates on my
feet felt unfamiliar. I slowly rose
from the bench
and lurched for-
ward slightly,
wobbling until I
regained my bal-
ance.

“I feel like a
newborn giraffe,”
I said to no one in
particular, staring
down at the
wheels that elevat-
ed my 5-foot, 10-inch frame even
farther from the hardwood floor.

My co-worker Micky Bedell, a
visual journalist, stood up with-
out trouble and armed herself
with cameras. She skated off com-
fortably, and I followed behind,
my arms windmilling as I tried to
keep my balance.

Katie Hamm, better known by
her derby nickname “KTNT” in
this environment, skated beside
me, an encouraging smile on her
face.

“You’re doing fine!” she said.
Members of the Bangor Roller

Derby league flew past me, ma-
neuvering their way through
cones, shooting backward and lift-
ing their legs in the air to stretch,
all while on skates.

“How do you steer!?” I asked, at-
tempting to round a corner. Katie
laughed, a lighthearted sound that
bounced around the gym.

As a child I went rollerblading
all the time at Rollerama in Houl-
ton. I loved flying across the floor
on wheels, but last Thursday night
when I strapped myself into roller
skates at Bangor Roller Derby’s
practice, it was unfamiliar. I’m
used to inline skates, which operate
differently than the four-wheeled
roller skates used in roller derby.
But that’s what this is all about —

trying new things and letting you
know what Bangor has to offer.

I wobbled around the gym a
couple times, careful to avoid the
experienced skaters, while also
learning a bit about the nonprofit
Bangor Roller Derby, an organiza-
tion anyone can get involved in.

The women of Bangor Roller
Derby are tough.

Really tough.
“Roller derby is a collision

sport,” Katie said.
The hits are hard and injuries

are common. Derby ladies use
footwork, strategy and strength
for this activity, fiercely colliding
while maintaining the ability to
gracefully glide across the floor
like a war paint adorned figure
skater. They practice twice per
week, and those who frequent Re-
lentless Strength Training in Ban-
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Members of the Bangor Roller Derby league practice at the Skehan
Recreation Center in Hampden.

REUTERS

LONDON — Lewis Carroll’s
much-loved heroine Alice returns
to the big screen for more fantasy
adventures in “Alice Through the
Looking Glass,” going through a
mirror and then traveling back in
time to help her friend, the flam-
boyant Mad Hatter.

The colorful movie with plenty
of special effects follows the 2010
box office hit “Alice in Wonder-
land,” with Johnny Depp, Mia
Wasikowska and Helena Bonham
Carter returning as the Mad Hat-
ter, Alice and the Red Queen, re-
spectively.

The plot follows Alice, after a
trip at sea, as she rushes to re-
unite the Mad Hatter and his fam-
ily.

“She’s just spent two years
traveling the world as the cap-
tain of a ship and she’s very em-
powered and very much knows
who she is,” Wasikowska told
Reuters in an interview in Lon-
don.

Sacha Baron Cohen, known for
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