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Warden file on Largay leavesmany questions

In July of 2013, Geraldine Lar-
gay, an Appalachian Trail
hiker who went by the trail
name Inch-

worm, disap-
peared in the
mountains of
western Maine.
More than two
years later, her
skeletal remains
were found on a
high piece of
ground about
3,000 feet from the
trail, where she apparently set up
camp after becoming lost.

Law enforcement officers and
volunteers searched for days im-
mediately after Largay was re-
ported missing and returned to
conduct more searches over the
ensuing two years. Her body even-
tually was found by a surveyor
doing contract work for the U.S.
Navy at a facility in the moun-
tains of Redington, not far from
Sugarloaf.

On Wednesday, the BDN ob-
tained the Maine Warden Service
case file on Largay’s disappear-
ance.

That file contains chilling in-
formation, including this: Largay

wrote regularly in a journal, and
the last dated entry indicates that,
if she entered the correct date, she
was still alive 26 days after she
went missing and nearly three
weeks after the initial search was
suspended.

And the report raises more
questions than it answers. As of
noon Thursday, the Maine War-
den Service had yet to make a
statement about that report and
had not made warden officials
available to answer those ques-
tions.

Key among those questions:
How could a woman in good phys-

ical health, with hiking experi-
ence — she’d already covered
plenty of tough terrain during her
hike of the AT — fail to find her
way back to the trail after it
would have become apparent that
help was not likely to arrive?

The case file mentions journal
entries and includes the verbatim
text messages Largay tried to
send. At no point does the report
say Largay has written or texted
about having injured herself or
having become otherwise inca-
pacitated. The state medical ex-
aminer concluded Largay died be-
cause of a lack of food and water

and environmental exposure.
She simply left the trail to go to

the bathroom and couldn’t find
her way back. The file’s conclu-
sion, as written by Lt. Kevin
Adam: By July 23, a day after she
left the trail, she would reach the
high ground where she’d set up
camp. Largay built a raised area
upon which to situate her tent,
and the surrounding ground
showed signs that she’d attempted
to light fires that scorched three
trees.

In her belongings, which were
found when her body was recov-
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1-MinuteHike:Bog BrookCove Preserve in Cutler
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A 0.4-mile wheelchair-accessible gravel path leads to a view near a cobblestone beach in Bog Brook Cove Preserve, a 1,770-acre pre-
serve owned and maintained by the Maine Coast Heritage Trust on the rocky coast of Cutler and Trescott Township. A narrow side trail
leads down to the beach, which is bordered with cliffs and jagged rock formations coated with seaweed.

Difficulty: Easy-moderate, depending on
the trails you choose to hike within the pre-
serve. The 0.4-mile leading from the pre-
serve’s north parking area to the coast is
wheelchair accessible, with a wide, smooth
gravel base, while other trails in the pre-
serve, such as the Ridge Trail, are narrow,
rocky and hilly.

How to get there: There are two park-
ing areas for the preserve.

The south parking area
is in Cutler off Route 191,
18.5 miles from the junction
of Route 1 and Route 191 in
East Machias; 5-6 miles
from Cutler Village; and 8.2
miles south of Route 189 in
Lubec. Use this trailhead
for Norse Pond Trail and
Bog Brook Cove Beach.

The north parking area
is in Trescott. From the

south parking area, drive 1.5 miles north
on Route 191 and turn onto Moose River
Road, which starts out paved, then turns
gravel. Continue 1.1 miles, and the parking
area is at the end of the road. Use this trail-
head for the wheelchair-accessible trail, the
beaches at Moose Cove, Chimney Trail and
Ridge Trail.

Information: Stretching along the Bold
Coast in eastern Maine, the 1,770-acre Bog
Brook Cove Preserve is owned and main-
tained by the Maine Coast Heritage Trust
and features about 5 miles of hiking trails
for people of all skill levels. These trails

visit cobblestone beaches, travel over a
ridge and wind through a mixed forest to a
freshwater pond and scenic outlooks along
the rocky coast.

Of the preserve’s two parking areas, the
south parking area provides access to the
Norse Pond Trail, which starts out as a sin-

gle trail, then splits into a loop that travels
close to the north end of the 11-acre Norse
Pond. At the far end of the loop trail, a side
trail leads to Bog Brook Cove Beach. And
another blazed trail travels north to Bog
Brook, which it crosses to continue
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A black-and-white warbler perches in a tree beside the Ridge Trail in Bog Brook Cove
Preserve.

Book
explores
sporting
camps
George Smith finds
backwoods paradises
BY JOHN HOLYOKE
BDN STAFF

Hidden deep in the woods of
Maine are dozens of spots that
outdoorsy folks have been visiting
for generations. The names roll
off the tongue comfortably — Tim
Pond Camps, Libby Camps,
Cobb’s Pierce Pond Camps, Red
River Camps — but the places
themselves remain a bit mysteri-
ous.

They are, after all, located in
some of the state’s most remote
and wildest areas.

Maine is full of these special
places, and hunters, anglers and
bird-watchers have heard of many
of them, whether they’ve actually
visited or not.

Thanks to his latest book,
“Maine Sporting Camps,” George
Smith has made one thing perfect-
ly clear: No matter how remote
these camps are, no matter how
much time you have to spend on
dirt roads to reach these back-
woods paradises, you can, in fact,
get there from here.

Smith, the former executive di-
rector of the Sportsman’s Alliance
of Maine and now a writer who
produces a BDN blog, highlights
several dozen of the state’s tradi-
tional sporting camp in the 222-
page book published by Down
East Books.

One boon to curious readers:
Turn-by-turn driving directions to
each of the mentioned camps,
which helps demystify them and
helps make those remote loca-
tions seem more accessible.

Smith highlights 15 camps as
among his favorites, and those
destinations receive a more in-
depth treatment. About 60 others
receive shorter entries, but the
basics — location, directions,
price structure and what kinds of
recreation are available — are
still included.

Smith and his wife, Linda,
write about many of the featured
sporting camps. The duo are trav-
el writers, and those entries —
sometimes framed in a a “he said,
she said” format — often focus on
the ambiance, feel and food one
can find at each establishment.

In other chapters, essays by
others, including camp owners or
their guests, take center stage.
The fact that Smith shares the

Photographer celebrates Acadia
centennial with new book
BY AISLINN SARNACKI
BDN STAFF

By kayak, bicycle and foot, Tom
Blagden, Jr., has explored Acadia
National Park for more than 30
years with camera in hand, dis-
covering the park’s beauty
throughout the seasons. As a con-
servation photographer, Blagden
strives to capture the park’s gran-
deur and intricacies, bringing
awareness to the landscape in a
way that inspires people to pro-
tect it well into the future.

This year marks the 100th year
since Acadia’s inception, and in
honor of this milestone, Blagden
has released a new book of pho-
tography, “ Acadia National Park:

A Centennia l Celebration,” pub-
lished March 2016 by Rizzoli New
York. Bound in hardcover and
measuring 12-by-12 inches, the
book contains 150 color photo-
graphs. It retails for $50.

“What I hope people will get
from looking at the photographs
is the inspiration, if not to experi-
ence Acadia directly, to at least
experience nature in some way by
simply getting out,” Blagden, 64,
said. “I think we lose this sense of
wildness within us because every-
body has become so disengaged
with the natural landscape. It’s
about feeling connected, which
makes us feel caring, and that is
what drives the most effective
conservation, ultimately.”

As an official Acadia Centenni-
al Partner, Blagden is giving back
to the park though the sale of the
book, with all royalties going to
Friends of Acadia, a nonprofit or-
ganization that work to support
and improve the park through
volunteerism, outreach, advocacy
and fundraising.

“There are so many photogra-
phers crunching away in Acadia,”
Blagden said. “I feel so humbled
and privileged to have a project
like this.”

This is not the first time Blag-
den has shared his Acadia imag-
es. His book “First Light: Acadia
National Park and Mount Desert
Island,” won the 2006 National
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This photo of a forest in Acadia National Park is one of 150 color
photographs by Tom Blagden Jr. included in the 2016 book “Acadia
National Park: A Centennial Celebration.”
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