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A glimpse
back at the
Bangor Fire
Department

Bangor firefighter and para-
medic Chandler Corriveau
unlocked and opened the
door to the Hose 5 Fire Mu-

seum on State Street in Bangor,
and I took a step inside.

Hulking fire engines filled the
space, and firefighters battling
flames filled the photos hanging
on the walls. To
the right a ticker
tape machine sat
enclosed in a
glass case, and be-
side it two
Gamewell Fire
Alarm Telegraph
Boxes hung on the
wall.

An original
Bangor ladder
was suspended from the ceiling
toward the back of the space. The
ladder was created right here in
Bangor, and in the late 1800s it
was being used by cities such as
Boston, Chicago and New York
City. Incredibly, that design from
so long ago is still in use today.

Upstairs, objects from years
gone by filled every nook and
cranny. Old breathing apparatus-
es sat in cases, leather buckets
were enclosed behind glass and
an entire room dedicated to the
Great Fire of 1911 -- which did mil-
lions of dollars in damage to
downtown Bangor -- featured en-
larged copies of old editions of the
Bangor Daily News plastered to
the walls, their headlines scream-
ing of a major blaze, their price at
the time only 3 cents.

Corriveau walked around the
rooms with a coffee cup in his
hand, comfortable in the space he
has come to know so well in the
eight years since he has been on
the Bangor Fire Department.

I never would have stepped foot
in the museum, if it weren’t for a
presentation hosted by the Ban-
gor Historical Society at the Isaac
Farrar Mansion on Union Street
in Bangor. The presentation fea-
tured public education officer
Jason “Jake” Johnson of the Ban-
gor Fire Department and Cor-
riveau. As part of the Bangor His-
torical Society’s Brown Bag
Lunch Series, Johnson spoke
about 201 years of Bangor Fire De-
partment history. His presenta-
tion was the first in the summer
series.

The next Brown Bag Lunch is
scheduled to start at noon, July
12, at the Isaac Farrar Mansion.
Liam Riordan will present “Un-
derstanding the Declaration of In-
dependence.” Others planned for
the summer include talks on
Maine at Gettysburg and the Ban-
gor Police Department.

Johnson’s presentation provid-
ed attendees with fun facts about
the history of the city’s fire de-
partment and important people,
places and things, in a Jeopardy-
like format, which I was told was
unique to this presentation.

He told us, for instance, that in
1884 Bangor bought and installed
24 Gamewell Fire Alarm Tele-
graph Boxes that would send a sig-
nal to the firehouse when pulled,
indicating where a fire was. Today
you can see where some of the old
boxes used to hang on telephone
poles. About 100 of them still exist
and are in working order. Even
today, the devices are quite useful.
When pulled, a number is punched
out on ticker tape at the fire sta-
tions, alerting firefighters as to
where the blaze is. Even with to-
day’s technology, these are the
fastest way to alert the fire sta-
tions about a fire, Johnson and
Corriveau said. Unfortunately
they’re being phased out by the
city because of the cost to main-
tain them.

I was able to see a few of these
boxes in the museum, which Cor-
riveau showed me after the pre-
sentation concluded.
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MOFGA’s
celebration
to teach,
delight

BY SHELBY HARTIN
BDN STAFF

If you’ve ever wanted to learn
how to mow with scythes, make
herbal lip balms, construct a gar-
den bed or try blacksmithing, this
Saturday is your chance.

On June 11 at the Maine Organ-
ic Farmers and Gardeners Associ-
ation at at 294 Crosby Brook Road
in Unity, Farm and Homestead
Day will return to offer hands-on
workshops for those interested in
learning about farming and home-
steading skills.

“Farm and Homestead Day is a
free, family-friendly event featur-
ing hands-on workshops in build-
ing skills for resiliency,” Nancy
Rosalie, a Unity resident and a
founder of the event, said.

“Many years ago there was an
event called Small Farm Field
Day that was a collaboration be-
tween MOFGA and [the Universi-
ty of Maine] cooperative exten-
sion and about five, six years ago,
they decided they weren’t going to
hold the event,” she said.

Rosalie had hosted a workshop
at that event that taught people
how to team mow using scythes.

“I enjoyed that and wanted to
make sure it would happen,” Ro-
salie said.

So she and a small, dedicated
group, including her friend Joe
Dupere, who passed away in 2012,
decided to strike out on their own
to continue with a similar event.
Now, Farm and Homestead Day
draws between 300 and 400 people
each year, Rosalie said.

“Joe Dupere, who was land-
scape coordinator at MOFGA and
who had retired from an office job
at the university in Orono, built
his own home with his wife. He
made a little homestead and al-
ways said, ‘I learn so much from
other people and it’s my turn to
pay,’” Rosalie remembered of her
friend.

That is the idea behind this
event — to teach others skills they
may not otherwise have the
chance to learn.

“From the start we knew that
we wanted it to be an all-volun-
teer event,” Rosalie said. “All the
organizers volunteer their time
and all the workshop leaders vol-
unteer their time. The other thing
we’re adamant about is that all
the workshops have some compo-
nent of being hands-on — being
participatory.”

Workshops are planned in a va-
riety of categories, including gar-
dening, herbs, food preparation,
fiber arts, construction and ani-
mals. Participants in the event

KATHLEEN PIERCE | BDN

Tiny furniture makers James Hastrich and Linda LaRoche hold one of James’ pieces in their sunny, in-
viting home in Kennebunk, where the septugenarians live and work.

A little crafty
BY KATHLEEN PIERCE
BDN STAFF

Tiny houses are trendy.
But tiny furniture? To
Linda LaRoche and
James Hastrich, the craft

has never died down.
Behind the facade of their in-

viting home, in a wooded en-
clave in Kennebunk, a world of
tiny wonders unfolds. Both oc-
cupants make painstakingly ac-
curate reproductions of histori-
cally significant furniture: 1- to
2-inch scale hand-painted Shak-
er boxes, intricate chests, ball-
and-claw-foot tables and chairs
are made in miniature.

Together for nearly 20 years,
Hastrich and LaRoche share a
love of clean lines, American
furniture and dovetail joints.

“We hit if off pretty quickly
because our lifestyles were so
similar,” said Hastrich, who fell
in love with the details of her
William and Mary chest he in-
spected at a furniture show in
Boston nearly 40 years ago. “I
thought, boy that girl sure does
make some damn good dove-
tails.”

Seating a few feet away in
their comfortable, high-ceil-
inged sunroom, LaRoche, 70,
lights up. “Isn’t he cute?”

Uniting over this skilled,
minute craft later in life, their
enthusiasm for each other gath-
ers strength from their shared
passion. This exacting practice
in an esoteric medium requires
patience, watchmaker-like tools,
tiny dividers with ivory handles

and research that includes por-
ing over history and design
books to get styles right.

As mini reproduction furni-
ture makers, their works are fit
for dollhouses but are not sold
as toys. They are collected
across the country and endorsed
by acclaimed institutions that
include The American Folk Art
Museum in New York City and
Historic Deerfield.

The couple live and work
under one roof, sharing meals,
laughter, wine, the same disci-
pline and tools. Unless they are
collaborating on a piece — such
as the Hadley chest he built, she
carved and he painted — they

largely work alone.
“I really relish alone time,

quiet time. I couldn’t possibly
work in the same space,” she
said.

Partners in life, they work
apart in separate studios. He
has a top loft in a former attic.
She commands the wing off
their bedroom. Like their past
lives that led them to the disci-
pline — Hastrich was a set de-
signer, and LaRoche discovered
a love of handwork while build-
ing model ships — their work-
spaces are individual. Hers is a
more refined library, while his
feels like a sawdusty workshop.

Couple bonds overmaking tiny furniture

StephenKing delivers scary finale to trilogy
BY JOHN WILWOL
NEWSDAY

Stephen King once confessed
that there were times in his life
when he thought “all the clamor-
ing voices” in his head would
make him insane. That may not
have happened — yet — but this
prolific author has never had any
trouble making his characters in-
sane, the most memorable of
whom, at least in recent memory,
might be Brady Hartsfield.

Readers first met Brady in
King’s 2014 crime thriller, “Mr.
Mercedes,” the critically ac-
claimed and Edgar Award-win-
ning first installment in the Bill
Hodges trilogy, which concludes
this month with the series’ out-

standing final novel, “End of
Watch.”

“End of Watch” unfolds six
years after Brady killed eight and
maimed several others in “Mr.
Mercedes,” where he drove a sto-
len Mercedes-Benz into a crowd
outside a city job fair. Later in
that book, he would’ve killed
hundreds more with a bomb at a
rock concert if it weren’t for
Hodges, a retired police detec-
tive, and his quirky sidekick,
Holly Gibney.

Before that bomb went off,
Holly put Brady’s lights out with
Hodges’ trusty weapon: a ball-
bearing loaded sock called the
Happy Slapper. Ever since the
blow — and throughout the sec-
ond novel in the trilogy, “Finders

Keepers” — Brady has appeared
to dwell in a “twilight world” at a
local brain injury clinic.

To most who meet him, the
murderous invalid seems more
likely to be found “poking himself
in the eye with his fork” than
plotting mass murder. But Hodg-
es, a frequent and suspicious visi-
tor who’s now battling a nasty
form of cancer, has never quite
bought it.

“I was sure of it then and I’m
sure of it now,” he tells Holly
early in “End of Watch.” “He just
sits there, but inside he’s the
same human wasp that killed
those people at City Center and
tried to kill a whole lot more at
Mingo Auditorium.”
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Examples of the 1-and-2 inch scale furniture James Hastrich makes
in his Kennebunk home, which he shares with fellow tiny maker
Linda LaRoche.
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FarmandHomestead
Day this weekend


