
When Tim Kelley came
back to Maine to visit
with family members,
the Waldoboro native

figured that a fishing trip near his
dad’s Vinalhaven home was in
order.

Kelley, who now lives in Ar-
kansas, had modest goals — he
was fishing in one of several quar-
ry ponds on the island, which sits
about 15 miles off
the mainland.

“Since I was
here for the week-
end, I bought a
cheap $25 Shake-
speare ultralight
trout rod from
Wal-Mart, and a
package of $5 Blue
Fox rooster tail
[lures],” Kelley
said. “And I went out fishing.”

Before he was done that June 4
fishing trip, he had caught the
fish of a lifetime and landed him-
self in the Maine record books
with the largest rainbow trout
ever caught in the state, a mon-
ster that weighed 13 pounds, 7
ounces and measured 32½ inches
long.

The fish is more than 5 pounds

larger than the previous record-
holder, an 8.42-pounder caught in
the Kennebec River near Starks.

Kelley said he was fishing from
shore, perched on a rock, when
the fish struck his lure.

“I had my drag set pretty low,
so I thought it was a big bass.
There are bass in the pond,” Kel-
ley said. “But it made a couple of
good runs where I said, ‘This is
going to be a good one.’ It wasn’t
until it surfaced and then went on
another run that my buddy that I
was fishing with got a little excit-
ed.”

Eventually, Kelley reeled the
fish close to shore. At that point,
his pal Mike Seeley took action.

“He got in the water,” Kelley
said. “The fish was pretty tired,
and he tried to ease it into his
arms. When that happened, the
line broke.”

Seeley asked Kelley to hop into
the water with him, in hopes that
they could still land the fish,
which was lying, exhausted, in
the shallows.

“When I got in, I tried to reach
for [the fish] and it took a couple
of kicks and got loose,” Kelley
said. “But it was so tired that it
took two good flaps of its tail out

into the water, went about five
feet out, and started rolling on its
side a little bit.”

The depth of the quarry pond
drops off severely a couple of feet
beyond where the fish was lying,
and Kelley seized what might
have been his last opportunity to
land the fish.

“That’s when I finished jump-
ing all the way in,” he said. “[The
fish] went belly-up and I scooped
him up in my arms and kind of
bear-hugged him out.”

The bear-hug retrieval method

worked, and after looking at the
fish, any plans of eating it were
put on the back burner. Instead,
the friends decided that a call to
taxidermist Christian Carlson
might be in order.

“Mike said, ‘You should get
that thing mounted,’” Kelley said.
“His exact words were, ‘I’ll smack
you if you don’t get that mount-
ed.’”

Though Kelley’s fish is impres-
sive, it’s also a bit mysterious.
Wes Ashe, a fisheries biologist for

Difficulty: Easy to moderately
difficult, depending on the trails
you explore in the park, which is
home to about 5 miles of trails.
The trails closest to the parking
areas are wide and surfaced with
gravel, making them smooth and
easy to for walk-
ing. Farther from
the parking areas,
the trails become
narrow, hilly and
rough, with an
abundance of ex-
posed tree roots
and rocks.

How to get
there: The park is
located at the end
of South Lubec Road in Lubec. To
get there, start at the intersection
of Route 1 and Route 189 in Whit-
ing. Turn onto Route 189 and
drive 9.8 miles to downtown
Lubec. Turn right onto South
Lubec Road and drive about 3
miles to enter the park — the park
starts after Carrying Place Cove
Road, which will be on your right.
Continue on South Lubec Road 1.6
miles, and you’ll reach a fork in
the road and a brown sign for
Quoddy Head State Park. If you
veer left, you’ll find a parking
area atop a hill near the West
Quoddy Head Lighthouse. If you
veer right, you’ll find another
parking lot at a picnic area by the
water. These parking areas are
close together, so if you’re going
for a hike, it doesn’t really matter
which one you use. Handicapped
parking is located beside the light-
house and picnic area.

Information: On the eastern-
most peninsula of the United
States, Quoddy Head State Park
features the historic red-and-
white-striped West Quoddy Head
Lighthouse, as well as about 5

miles of hiking trails that vary in
difficulty and visit stunning out-
looks along the rocky coastline.
The 541-acre park, which is open
for day use only, also features in-
terpretive displays, a bog board-
walk, picnic areas, restrooms and
a cobblestone beach.

The park features five named
trails.

The Coastal Trail is 2 miles
long and travels over dramatic
ocean cliffs from Quoddy Head
Lighthouse to Carrying Place
Cove, where it meets Thompson
Trail. Along the way, side trails
spur off of the Coastal Trail to
visit the landmarks Gulliver’s
Hole, a narrow chasm in the dark
volcanic rock that form the cliffs
along the coast; High Ledge, a
150-foot-high bluff; and Green
Point, a large ledge outcropping

with spectacular views.
The Coastal Trail starts out as

easy by the lighthouse, where it’s
wide and surfaced with gravel. In-
terpretive displays about the
lighthouse and whales are located
along this portion of the trail, as
well as several memorial benches
where people can rest and take in
the views. The trail then becomes
progressively difficult, as it nar-
rows and travels over the rugged
landscape. Expect exposed tree
roots, rocks and steep staircases.

A word of caution: Watch your
footing and supervise children
near the cliffs and water, especial-
ly along the Coastal Trail.

Thompson Trail is 1.25 miles
and travels through the mixed for-
est from Carrying Place Cove to
the Bog Trail. It’s easy to moder-
ate in difficulty, navigating a few
hills and muddy areas. The trail
is narrow in some places and
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Tim Kelley shows off the state record rainbow trout he caught Satur-
day in a quarry pond on Vinalhaven. Kelley’s fish weighed 13 pounds, 7
ounces, and measured 321/2 inches long.
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2,140
towin
moose
permits
Lottery drawing in
Kittery Saturday
By John holyoke
BDn Staff

KITTERY — Once per year, in
mid-June, hundreds of interested
onlookers — many of them wear-
ing camouflage — wait to find out
if this is finally their year.

For three hours or more they
sit, listening, while pages of
names are read aloud. Periodical-
ly, one of those present hears his
or her name, and a celebration en-
sues.

The prize? A permit that allows
them — and their friends and rel-
atives — to go on a Maine moose
hunt.

This year’s event will take
place at Kittery Trading Post on
Saturday, June 11, with activities
starting at 9 a.m. The drawing is
set to begin at 2 p.m. The BDN
will post results of the permit lot-
tery at bangordailynews.com as
soon as the drawing is complete,
which usually is around 6 p.m.
Results also will be available at
the Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife’s website,
mefishwildlife.com.

Nick Howard, events coordina-
tor at Kittery Trading Post, said
his company stages events
throughout the summer months
and is eager to host its second
moose permit lottery. The store
also served as host in 2008.

“The moose lottery is just a
Maine tradition, and it’s some-
thing that a lot of states don’t
have the privilege of [having],”
Howard said. “We’re very fortu-
nate that we do here, and we’re
happy to be a part of that. We
think it fits very well with us
being a Maine tradition as well.”

Chandler Woodcock, commis-
sioner of the Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife,
said representatives of many
towns and companies have ex-
pressed an interest in hosting fu-
ture moose permit lotteries.

Proposed
wildlife rules
open for
comment
Proposal defines species
that can be kept captive

By aislinn sarnacki
BDn Staff

The Maine Department of In-
land Fisheries and Wildlife is pro-
posing to repeal and replace the
state’s current captive wildlife
rules and is accepting public com-
ments about the recently pro-
posed rules through June 17.

The proposed rules clearly de-
fine what species of wildlife are
allowed to be kept in captivity in
Maine, what permits are required
to keep and sell these species, and
what conditions must be met to
acquire certain permits. The new
rules also allow the DIF&W to
charge steeper fines to those in
possession of wildlife illegally and
give the department the ability to
hire third-party contractors to
carry out inspections of facilities
where wildlife will be kept.

According to the proposal, the
new rules will “provide consisten-
cy for the captive wildlife permit-
ting process,” “will provide safe-
guards for Maine’s citizens, pro-
tect the integrity of Maine’s na-
tive species and will allow for in-
spections of an applicant’s facili-
ties during the application pro-
cess.”

A public hearing about the pro-
posal was held Tuesday, June 7, at
the Augusta Civic Center. For
those who weren’t able to attend
that hearing, public comments on
the proposed rules are still being
accepted and can be sent to Becky
Orff of the Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife by
emailing becky.orff@maine.gov
or sending mail to 284 State St. 41
SHS, Augusta, ME 04333.

At the public hearing, those in
favor of and against the rules
spoke out.

Among those in favor of the
proposed rules at the hearing was
Katie Hansberry, Maine state di-
rector of the Humane Society of
the United States. Also speaking
in favor of the proposal was Kris
Snyder of New Hampshire, an ani-
mal rights activist who has spent
the past year protesting the Maine
animal sanctuary DEW Haven in
Mount Vernon, which houses a
wide variety of exotic animals
and animals that are native to
Maine. Snyder said the proposed
rules are a “step in the right di-
rection” and will require captive
wildlife owners to keep more ex-
tensive records of their animals.

“With this new proposal,
there’s going to be better tracking
of animals,” Snyder said. “People
need to be held more accountable
for where baby animals go in this
exotic wildlife business.”

On the other hand, many mem-
bers of the public spoke in opposi-
tion to the new rules at the public
hearing. Among those were own-
ers, breeders and sellers of rep-
tiles and amphibians in Maine
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Mosquitoes:
More than
a nuisance
By aislinn sarnacki
BDn Staff

Its high-pitched whine gives it
away — that mosquito hovering
near your ear. It’s maddening,
that buzz. It portends of a future
bite, one that will swell and itch.
And although the chances are
very slim in Maine, that mosquito
could transmit a deadly virus.

“It’s still not common in our
state at all, but we always tell
people to make sure they pro-
tect themselves from mosqui-
toes,” James Dill, a pest man-
agement specialist with the
University of Maine Coopera-
tive Extension, said. “Now
they’re much more than a nui-
sance, unfortunately.”

In recent years, two mosquito-
borne illnesses have been report-
ed in Maine: West Nile virus and
Eastern equine encephalitis,
which is commonly known as
EEE.

To date, Maine has reported
two residents with confirmed
West Nile virus, one in 2012 and
one in 2015, and two residents
have contracted EEE, one in 2014
and one in 2015, according to the
Maine Center for Disease Control
and Prevention. One of the cases
was fatal.
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West Quoddy Head Lighthouse, which has served as a beacon for ships off the rocky coast of Maine for
more than 200 years, is one of the key features of Quoddy Head State Park.
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The Coastal Trail in Quoddy Head State Park travels along the top of
tall ocean cliffs to numerous viewpoints.
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An adult mosquito harvesting a
blood meal.
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