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Be sure your
support for
vets actually
helps them
BY RUSS VAN ARSDALE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR NORTHEAST
CONTACT

We received two letters in less
than two weeks. Both were ad-
dressed with the
same misspelling
of our last name,
a tipoff that we
had not supported this charity in
the past.

The appeal was ostensibly to
help disabled veterans and includ-
ed a calculator, notepad, window
sticker and a check for $2.50,
made out to me. Why any group
gives money then asks for it back
is unclear; because we’d never re-
quested anything, we don’t have
to donate or send their stuff back.

The “ask” was for $15, or I
could opt to hand over our credit
card number so the Disabled Vet-
erans National Foundation could
take more donations automatical-
ly, month after month. We de-
clined to cash the check or di-
vulge our card number.

We researched the group on
Charity Navigator, one of the top
charity rating organizations. The
foundation’s website says it “ex-
ists to provide critically needed
support to disabled and at-risk
veterans who leave the military
wounded — physically or psycho-
logically — after defending our
safety and freedom.”

Charity Navigator says the
group’s most recent tax filing
shows 19.4 percent of its total ex-
penses went to those programs to
help vets. Some 72.8 percent of the
total expenses went to fundrais-
ers.

CharityWatch — formerly the
American Institute of Philanthro-
py — using different scoring
methods, gave the group an F rat-
ing in December 2015.

Looking at the most recent tax
filing and audited financial state-
ment, CharityWatch found that, of
$8.6 million in expenses, 7 percent
went to programs. Of the $8.7 mil-
lion in total contributions, 89 per-
cent went to fundraising.

CharityWatch rates 53 charities
in its “Veterans and Military” cat-
egory; 26 of them get a grade of F.
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Loggingleftoverstolathe

BY MICKY BEDELL
BDN STAFF

CARTHAGE — For Kim Dailey, it all
started with a pen.

Maybe that’s unfair — it didn’t exactly
start there for Dailey. The pen was more
like a coming together of all the roots he
had laid over the years. It was a coming to-
gether of family, upbringing, profession
and community.

For years, Dailey worked in the far west
of Maine as an on-the-road, heavy-duty
parts salesman. He racked up more than a
million miles in his travels, and he got to
know the loggers, truckers and repairmen
established throughout his community.

In the meantime, Dailey and his wife
built their home in Carthage from the
ground up, with Dailey putting many of
the finishing touches (cabinetry, furni-
ture) together himself. So it’s no surprise
that when he decided to make his two
daughters a bunk bed in the early spring
of 2000, he found his own lathe to turn the
spindles by hand.

But he never finished those bunk beds.
Actually, he never even started them.

“It got to the point where I made my
first pen, and it was like, ‘Wow. This is
pretty cool,’” Dailey said, shaking his head
and chuckling at the thought of bunk beds
that would never be. He fell in love with

the lathe that day.
What started as an attempt to hone his

spindle skills quickly turned into a busi-
ness he’s spent 16 years establishing.

So when Dailey hit the road again and
met up with his logger friends and custom-
ers, he had a cool new pen to hand over
when he needed their signatures on paper-
work. And this really cool pen inevitably
sparked conversations about other really
cool things Dailey could make on his lathe,
if only he had the wood to turn.

So without ever really striking a deal or
working out the details, Dailey’s custom-
ers, local loggers and his friends, started
putting aside wood for him. The loggers
would run into these large growths on
trees called burls — they were useless in
making wood veneer, and a headache for
local chipping companies.

Those burls found their way into the
back of Dailey’s truck whenever he
stopped by.

A few weeks later, Dailey would come
back with pens, bowls, bottle-stoppers —
about 50 percent of whatever he could
make out of the wood he was given, he
said.

“They get a piece of art or something

they can give to their wife or their hus-
band later on that they can actually say,
‘This came off this piece of land, and I cut
this out,’” Dailey said.

There was also the added bonus for
many of these people that they could say,
“Oh, hey, Kim made that!”

It also helped during the early years
that Dailey didn’t have to worry about
making mistakes.

“If there was a cost involved at all I
probably would have been more reluctant
to turn it,” he said.

But as it stood, the mistakes he made —
and as a self-taught turner, Dailey said he
made a lot of them — didn’t cost him any-
thing. His fledgling business soared with
that invaluable investment from his com-
munity.

Dailey also said it made the process of
turning the wood more “intimate.” Even
now he gets his wood from his community.
In addition to his logger friends, Dailey’s
local lumber yard knows his preferences
and puts things aside for him. Even with
his colorful laminates, Dailey works with
a local company to make custom color
combinations.

Carthagewoodworker
makes peppermills,

bowls, urns from locally
sourced burls
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Kim Dailey turns a pepper mill on a lathe at his basement studio in Carthage recently.
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Dailey locally sources his custom laminates, and gets the majority of his natural woods
from area loggers he has befriended over the years who save burls for him.

Gas prices
hold steady
over the
past week
BY DARREN FISHELL
BDN STAFF

PORTLAND — Gasoline prices
in Maine remained flat in the past
week, as the national price rose
more than 2 cents.

Maine’s price remained at $2.38
for a gallon of regular gasoline,
which was about 40 cents lower
than one year ago, according to
the price tracking website Gas-
Buddy. Average pump prices
through the summer are expected
to be the lowest in more than a de-
cade, which is expected to fuel a
busier tourist season in Maine.

During the past week, the nation-
al average price rose more than 2
cents, landing at par with Maine’s
average price of $2.38 per gallon.

Maine’s price per gallon was
higher than in Vermont, $2.35,
and in New Hampshire, $2.28.

Patrick DeHaan, an analyst for
GasBuddy, said the Midwest expe-
rienced the steepest increases in
price in the past week, partly
driven by unexpected refinery
outages.

“As kinks are ironed out and
production of gasoline ramps up,
we expect gasoline prices to cool
in the next few weeks in much of
the country, barring any unfore-
seeable events,” DeHaan said.

He added that GasBuddy has
maintained its January forecast
that gasoline prices nationally
will average about $2.41 for the
summer driving season.

Bar Harbor Bankshares, parent
company of Bar Harbor Bank &
Trust, has announced that inde-
pendent director David Wood-
side was elected chairman of the
board of directors
at the annual
shareholders’
meeting. Woodside
succeeds Peter
Dodge. Woodside,
64, of Bar Harbor
has been a board
member since 2003
and has served in
several board com-
mittee capacities, most recently
as chairman of the bank’s Loan
Committee since 2008. Woodside
is a native of Farmington and
graduated from the University of
Maine at Orono in 1973 with a
bachelor’s degree in business ad-
ministration. He has been presi-
dent and general manager of The
Acadia Corp., a locally owned
company operating retail shops, a
restaurant and lodging facility on
Mount Desert Island, since 1980.
He served as vice chairman of the
National Park Hospitality Associ-
ation, a national organization

composed of companies operating
hospitality businesses in Ameri-
ca’s national parks. Woodside has
served on the boards of numerous
nonprofit organizations, includ-
ing past president of the Bar Har-
bor Chamber of Commerce and
the Mt. Desert Island Rotary Club.
He also served as a member of the
Bar Harbor Town Council for 10
years, and has owned several
small businesses in the area.

CES Inc., a Maine-based firm of
engineers, environmental scientists
and land surveyors in Brewer, has
announced that Travis Noyes and
John Pond have been named into
newly created executive vice presi-
dent leadership po-
sitions. In 1985,
Pond began his ca-
reer at CES in an
entry level position
and worked his way
up to environmen-
tal division director
and senior vice
president. His ex-
pertise includes
wastewater facility operations, pro-
cess monitoring and evaluations,
environmental monitoring and as-
sessments, and regulatory compli-
ance. Pond will continue to manage

CES’ environmental division opera-
tions. Noyes has been with CES for
a total of 15 years, most recently as
engineering division director and
senior vice presi-
dent. Noyes has
more than two de-
cades of experience
in civil engineering
relating to site de-
velopment and in-
frastructure design
and analysis. Noyes
serves on the board
of the Maine Sec-
tion of American Council of Engi-
neering Companies and the Qualifi-
cations Based Selection Council of
Maine. He also is on the board of di-
rectors for the Bangor Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center. Noyes will
continue to manage CES’ engineer-
ing division operations.

Penobscot Community Health
Care has announced that Dr.
Susan McKinley, an experienced
pediatrician, has joined the pro-
viders and staff of Seaport Com-
munity Health Center, 53 Schoodic
Drive, Belfast. McKinley’s practice
centers on high-quality medical
care for patients from birth to age
26, including patient physicals,
acute visits and health care main-

tenance, with special interest in
developmental problems. McKin-
ley joins the practice as Stephanie
Taylor, pediatric nurse practitio-
ner for more than
15 years, plans to
leave and relocate
to western Massa-
chusetts with her
family in June.
McKinley received
her undergraduate
degree from Cor-
nell University,
Ithaca, New York,
and her Doctor of Medicine degree
from Albany Medical College, Al-
bany, New York, followed by a res-
idency at Tufts University, Boston
Floating Hospital for Children.
McKinley has more than 30 years
of experience and, before joining
Seaport Community Health Cen-
ter, served at Pen Bay Physicians
and Associates.

To submit items for On the Job,
visit bangordailynews.com. Fill
out the “News and Photos” form
under the “Post News” button at
the top of the home page and
click “Publish” at the bottom
when finished. Questions? Call
Community Editor Julie Harris at
990-8285.
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