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On Tuesday morning I stepped into The
Briar Patch in downtown Bangor and
immediately was assigned an impor-
tant task. Gibran Graham, marketing

manager of the children’s book shop, handed
me a piece of paper and told me to get to work.

My job? Find Waldo.
Suddenly, the bookstore became exactly

like one of the pages from
Martin Handford’s books.
Waldo was somewhere, hid-
den among the stacks of
books, games and toys.

I wandered the shop,
searching high and low for a
tiny, 6-inch tall cutout of
Waldo, a small, brunette char-
acter with thick-framed
glasses, a red-and-white bean-
ie and a red-and-white striped
shirt — a figure that has become somewhat of
a cultural icon.

I had a bit of trouble, and Graham gave me
a hint.

“He’s toward the back half of the store. And
make sure you don’t step on him,” he said.

Finally, after a solid five minutes and a bit
more wandering, I spotted him — I won’t say

exactly where, but you’ll find him
with a smile on his face and a

cane in his hand.
The Briar Patch is one of
25 locations in downtown

Bangor where Waldo is
hiding as part of Find Waldo
Local 2016. The event started
in the Queen City five years
ago as part of a nationwide
Shop Local event co-spon
sored by Candlewick Press
and the American Book
sellers Association, which
team up with 250 inde
pendent bookstores

across the country,
including The Briar Patch
here in Bangor.
“At its core, it’s a shop

local style event,”
Graham told me. By

rounding up local businesses to participate in
the event, patrons of downtown Bangor are
encouraged to get out and discover what it
has to offer.

Bangor businesses, including Bangor
Frameworks at 175 Exchange St., Good Soul at
60 Columbia St., Maine Jewelry and Art at 100
Harlow St. and many more, have hidden a
small cutout of Waldo somewhere in their
store, waiting for people to come in to try to
find him. Even new businesses, such as Ivy
and Lace on 173 Park St., Explore Bangor on
25 Hammond St. and Retro Swagger on 10
Harlow St., have joined in on the fun.

The event is for young and old, and by get-
ting out into the community to explore, par-
ticipants can win prizes. Finding Waldo in 10
different locations will win you a Waldo pin
and a $1-off coupon for any of the “Where’s
Waldo?” books sold at The Briar Patch. If you
find Waldo at all 25 locations, you’re entered
into a grand prize drawing, which will take

exactly where, but you’ll find him
with a smile on his face and a

cane in his hand.
The Briar Patch is one of
25 locations in downtown

Bangor where Waldo is
hiding as part of Find Waldo
Local 2016. The event started
in the Queen City five years
ago as part of a nationwide
Shop Local event co-spon
sored by Candlewick Press
and the American Book
sellers Association, which
team up with 250 inde

across the country,
including The Briar Patch
here in Bangor.
“At its core, it’s a shop

Thursday, July 7, 2016 Section C
bangordailynews.com

Events C3
Obituaries C4
Weather C6

A real-life
‘Where’s
Waldo?’ book

SHELBY
HARTIN

Watching timepass

BY SHELBY HARTIN
BDN STAFF

When Tamzin Hig-
gins moved to
the United
States, she didn’t

plan to become a woodwork-
er. Instead, she looked for-
ward to starting life with her
new husband, Keven.

But it wasn’t long before
she realized she would need
something to do to occupy
her time.

“I didn’t have anything to
do. I left my job [in Canada]
and I was like, ‘What am I
going to do with myself?’”
Tamzin Higgins said. With a
technical school diploma in
film and a history of express-
ing her creativity through
hobbies such as writing,
Tamzin Higgins had never
been averse to artistic ven-
tures, but she never imag-
ined she would support her-
self through one.

“I’m 50 percent artist and
50 percent a logical, orga-
nized person,” Tamzin Hig-
gins said. “I like doing
things that are creative, but

I also realize there are bills
to pay.”

It took a chance encounter
to help her come up with an
idea that has taken on a life
of its own.

“I had been in a shop in
Bangor and saw a clock that
I think was made of plastic,
but looked like a butcher
block board. I thought, ‘I bet
we could make clocks. I’m
sure we could do something
like that,’” Tamzin Higgins
said. “[Keven] had some
wood left over, and I suggest-
ed it to [him] and he was all
excited about it. He said,
‘Yeah, let’s do it!’”

The result of that decision
was Durum Tempus, a cus-
tom hardwood clock-making
business.

At their home in Holden,
their family room on the
first floor isn’t exactly fit for
gatherings anymore. Slabs
of wood, including walnut,
pine, oak and more, occupy
one corner of the room, fill-
ing the space from floor to
ceiling. The Higgins’ cat,
Weasley, naps among the ar-

Holden-based clockmaker finds
success in unlikely profession
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Tamzin Higgins began making hardwood clocks a few months ago and her products have been well-received.
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An Earth clock made by Tamzin Higgins has a walnut back
and flamed birch on top.

‘Cyrano’ leaves
audience yearning
formore schnoz
BY JUDY HARRISON
BDN STAFF

Cyrano de Bergerac has a
schnoz that makes his counte-
nance offen-
sive to
women and
his appear-
ance the butt of many jokes
and snide remarks from men.

Or, so the Frenchman be-
lieves.

To compensate, Cyrano
uses his rapier wit, his way
with words and skills as a
swordsman to foil ladies
who turn their heads in dis-
gust and gentlemen who
hurl insults at his probos-
cis. He helps a tongue-tied,
handsome friend woo Rox-
anne, the woman Cyrano

loves but believes could
never return his feelings.

Cyrano’s tale first was told
in French verse by Edmond
Rostand in 1897. Since then,
there have been many trans-
lations on stage and screen,
including Steve Martin’s 1987
film “Roxanne,” which up-
dated the story and gave it an
upbeat ending.

This summer, the Theater
at Monmouth is performing
Jo Roets’ 70-minute, one-act
version of the show. A Bel-
gian playwright, Roets wrote
the three-actor play in 1996.
Two years later, “Cyrano”
was first performed in the
United States at the Seattle
Children’s Theatre.

Monmouth’s production
is delightfully acted and lov-

ingly produced, but in the
end it feels like Cyrano
light. It’s a tasty appetizer
that leaves the audience
longing for a full meal
seared by the Frenchman’s
poetry and repartee.

Christopher Holt’s Cyra-
no is brash, bold and dash-
ing, a facade that hides the
character’s insecurities
about his appearance. One

of the reasons the audience
longs for more of the
Frenchman is the actor’s
multilayered performance.
Holt seduces theatergoers
the same way he does Rox-
anne — with his wit, words,
loyalty and vulnerability.

Emotionally, Holt’s Cyra-
no is almost naked on stage.
The actor does not just

Man crafts wooden
puzzles by hand
BY KATHLEEN PIERCE
BDN STAFF

WELLS — As an archi-
tect, Jay Hollis revels in his
freehand technique pursu-
ing the very demanding
craft of puzzle making.

Wielding a saw blade the
width of a human hair, he
cuts intricate wooden jig-
saw puzzles with the mas-
tery of a surgeon.

“I don’t use a template or
any device,” said Hollis,
deftly feeding colorful slabs
of plywood into a fast-mov-
ing vertical blade as the
music of Arlo Guthrie
played in the background.
“I feel that doing it by hand
exemplifies the craft and
makes it important.”

Situated in an unassum-
ing condo in summery
Wells, Hollis operates a Ger-
man precision saw with un-

erring accuracy. In his
hands, picturesque scenes
of Maine icons such as Wis-
casset’s lobster roll mecca,
Red’s Eats, become a hun-
dred interlocking parts in
an intricate puzzle. Some
people consider them art
and order them to frame
and hang on the wall, never
disassembling them. Oth-
ers, such as Kennebunkport
resident and former first
lady Barbara Bush, collect
Hollis’ hand-cut puzzles to
keep guests occupied.

“I’m very proud that the
Bushes have this puzzle and
five or six others on Walk-
er’s Point,” said Hollis,
whose 1,000-piece Fenway
Park puzzle is a top seller
that took him 60 hours to
complete.

He views each puzzle,
sold under his company
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Christopher Holt as Cyrano de Bergerac attempts to woo
Roxanne, portrayed by Marjolaine Whittlesey, despite his
unusually large nose, which he believes makes him ugly, in
Theater at Monmouth’s production of “Cyrano.”
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