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Researchers find 2 sturgeon inMilford
BY JOHN HOLYOKE
BDN STAFF

BANGOR — University of
Maine researchers went to the Pe-
nobscot River with new optimism
this spring, as they hoped to find
evidence that endangered short-
nose sturgeon had spawned in the
river. Documentation of that
would be the first since two dams
were removed from the river in
recent years.

That wasn’t the case, but the
team did receive some good news:

Two shortnose sturgeon were cap-
tured at the Milford Dam fish lift,
marking the first time since those
dams were removed that sturgeon
have accessed the entire range of
their original native habitat.

“We knew that, historically,
they made it up that far in the
river,” said Gayle Zydlewski, a
UMaine associate professor in the
School of Marine Sciences, who
has been a member of the re-
search team for the past 10 years.

But the team had no evidence
that sturgeon had moved that far

upriver, graduate student Cathe-
rine Johnston explained.

In October, the research team
learned that three tagged female
sturgeon that could be detected by
acoustic receivers in the river
had moved upriver to a spot about
6 miles downstream from Milford.
The hope was that the fish were
searching out spawning territory,
and Johnston spent time mapping
the river to find probable spawn-
ing habitat.

This spring, egg-collecting mats
and larvae traps were deployed in

the river in hopes of collecting ev-
idence of spawning activity.

That didn’t happen, but the up-
stream move by at least two fish
was encouraging, Johnston said.

“The Milford fish lift is at River
Kilometer 62, and the farthest up-
stream that we had seen any fish
travel last fall was River Kilome-
ter 52, 10 kilometers farther
[downstream],” Johnston said.
“The dam removal [as part of the
Penobscot River Restoration Proj-
ect] restored 14 kilometers of hab-
itat, so now we can say that short-

nose sturgeon have explored the
entirety of that. That was excit-
ing.”

Johnston, who defends her
master’s thesis Thursday and is
seeking full-time employment,
will likely step away from the
project soon. She has been study-
ing sturgeon along with the rest
of the team since 2014. She said
the fact that sturgeon made it to
Milford was gratifying.

Sturgeon are bottom-dwellers
that are not especially strong

Mymom
has bats in
her belfry.
What next?

The call came at an inop-
portune time, just as I’d
put about 4 pounds of
chicken on the grill and

donned my imaginary outdoor
chef hat.

It was my mom. And while she
wasn’t frothing at the mouth — a
bit of foreshadowing — she was
rather worked up.

She’d found a
bat. In her house.
On the floor. And
after my sister,
who was visiting,
made a few calls,
she learned that
bats lying on
floors are not
common. Heck,
they might even
be rabid.

And while the bat was also not
frothing at the mouth — a sure
sign of rabies, at least from what I
remember after reading “Cujo” —
it was worthy of concern.

Unfortunately, I had a pile of
chicken I was trying not to burn
and was not able to head over to
Brewer to deal with the pesky
varmint, which may or may not
have been dead already.

“I’ll call a game warden and ask
what you should do,” I told my
mom. “Tell Lori [my sister] to
find a pair of sturdy gloves. … I
don’t think they’ll want you
touching the bat … just in case.”

A benefit of writing about the
outdoors for a living is that when
outdoorsy problems arrive — like
bats in your belfry — I have plen-
ty of knowledgeable sources avail-
able on speed dial.

“So, here’s what you’ve got to
do,” my game warden source told
me. “Cover the bat with a towel,
then step firmly — don’t stomp on
it — and count to 100, until it
dies.”

My sister will love this part, I
thought, knowing she’d be the one
in charge of the bat-stomping.
Oops. Not stomping. Stepping.

Then it got worse. What I heard
the warden say was, “Then, put it
in the crisper drawer of the fridge
and deliver it to our headquarters
tomorrow. They’ll send it away to
be tested for rabies. Or you could
put it in a cooler, on ice. Either
way works. But don’t put it in the
freezer.”

Turns out freezing a bat’s brain
before it gets tested for rabies is
not a good idea.

Mark that down on the list of
things I never thought I’d need to
know: Don’t freeze bat brains.

I relayed the instructions to my
sister, and I could sense her revul-
sion. I’m good like that. I’m a reg-
ular revulsion-sensor.

Of course, it didn’t hurt that
her initial reaction was some-
thing like, “Ewwww. Really?”

I assured her it had to be done,
then grabbed a beer, flipped my
chicken one more time and fin-
ished cooking dinner.

Better her than me, I thought.
Not that I’d ever say that to her,
of course.

The calls continued as my sis-
ter updated me on the progress. I
began answering my phone,
“You’ve reached the bat cave, this
is John. Can I help you?

She didn’t think that was too
funny.

Eventually, my warden source
called back for a progress report. I
told him I’d opted to advise my
sister to use the bat-in-the-cooler
option, because if she’d put a dead
bat in my mom’s refrigerator —
even just in the crisper drawer for
a night — mom would never use it
again.

“No!” he said, breaking into
laughter. “Not the kitchen fridge.
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1-Minute Hike:Gorge Path
Difficulty: Moderate-strenuous. From

the Gorge Path trailhead on Park Loop
Road, the trail is 1.9 miles to the top of Ca-
dillac Mountain, making for an out-and-
back hike of about 3.8 miles. The trail
starts out gradual but becomes very rocky
and steep as it climbs the
eastern slope of the moun-
tain.

How to get there:
Drive to Mount Desert Is-
land on Route 3. After the
causeway, veer left at the
fork, staying on Route 3 to-
ward Bar Harbor. Drive 7.7
miles on Route 3 and turn
right into Acadia National
Park at the entrance of
Hulls Cove Visitor Center. At the first in-
tersection, turn right and drive south on
Paradise Hill Road for about 3 miles, then
take a sharp left onto the one-way Park
Loop Road. Drive about 0.9 mile, and the
trailhead to Gorge Path will be on your
right, just after the road crosses a stone
bridge. Limited parking is available along
the right side of Park Loop Road. The trail-
head is marked with a subtle wooden sign.

Another option is to start at the Cadillac
North Ridge Trailhead, where there is a
larger parking area, and hike the Kebo
Brook Trail 0.4 mile east, then hiking
south 0.4 mile on the northernmost section
of the Gorge Path to the trailhead on Park
Loop Road.

Information: Running through a dra-

matic gorge between Dorr and Cadillac
Mountain, the Gorge Path is a special hik-
ing experience that includes hundreds of
granite steps, tiny waterfalls and breath-

taking views of Dorr Mountain and beyond
that to Bar Harbor and the Porcupine Is-
lands.

From the Gorge Path trailhead on Park
Loop Road, the Gorge Path heads down a
slope on stone steps to Kebo Brook. There
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The Porcupine Islands can be seen from an outlook on the Gorge Path on the east side of Cadillac Mountain in Acadia National Park.
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Gorge Path travels through the middle of a gorge between Dorr Mountain and Cadillac
Mountain in Acadia National Park and sections of it are made up of hundreds of granite
steps.

Rare turtle stars in
new children’s book
BY AISLINN SARNACKI
BDN STAFF

With a spotted shell, scaly skin
and a bright yellow neck, one of
Maine’s endangered species is
brought to life in “A Blanding’s
Turtle Story,” a children’s written
by Melissa Kim and illustrated by
Jada Fitch. Published in May, the
board book is based loosely on a
true story about a family that
finds a Blanding’s turtle on the
side of the road.

“I think the story is really
great,” said Fitch, a Portland art-
ist who has developed a reputa-
tion for her realistic yet charis-
matic wildlife illustrations. “It
was based on a true story that
happened to Linda Woodard, who
works at the Scarborough Marsh
Audubon Center. She’s actually a

character in the book.”
“A Blanding’s Turtle Story” is

the third book in the “Wildlife on
the Move” series, published by Is-
landport Press of Yarmouth in
partnership with the Maine Audu-
bon. Geared toward children in
pre-K through second grade, the

series focuses on different Maine
animals and addresses the topics
of wildlife migration, conserva-
tion and respectful human inter-
action with nature.

“Kids are never too young to
hear stories like this,” said Kim,
who has traveled to a number of

Audubon centers throughout
Maine this summer to read the
book to children. “Kids are inter-
ested in animals and their life cy-
cles, where they go and what they
do.”

The first book in the series, “ A
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Blanding’s turtle.
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