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Aweek ago, I wrote a col-
umn about my mom’s bat
problem. In that piece, I
explained that my mom

wasn’t excited about sharing
space with a bat, and since the bat
was in her actual living space, fol-
lowing guidance from several
sources at the Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife,
the bat was killed and sent away
for rabies testing.

Then, the fire-
storm started, as
furious bat lovers
(and much more
reasonable but
equally concerned
bat biologists)
reached out from
England, Canada
and across the
U.S. to set me
straight.

Among the dozens of emails
and comments I received, here
are a few excerpts that reflect the
general tone of the non-biologists:

— “I’m tempted to cover the
writer of this crappy article with a
towel and stamp on him till he
dies,” wrote one reader.

— “I think a better solution
would have been to ‘Cover the
MOM with a towel, then step firm-
ly — don’t stomp on it — and
count to 100, until it dies.’ FUNNY
HUH?” wrote another.

— “If you and your game war-
den’s attitudes and level of knowl-
edge are examples of the citizens of
Maine, I’m glad my daughter and
granddaughter moved from there!”
wrote yet another.

So, yes. People were angry.
Many called for a retraction of the
column. Instead, I’ve chosen to
use this opportunity to share
some bat realities that dozens of
respondents felt were being ig-
nored.

Susan Holroyd, a Canadian bat
biologist, offered an alternative to
dealing with bats — even those
that are going to be tested for ra-
bies.

“Basically [you do it the] same
way you deal with a spider or a
bee — but use a shoebox and a
heavy piece of paper or card-
board,” Holroyd wrote. “Flip the
box on top of the animal and slide
the cardboard underneath, trap-
ping the animal in the box. You
could still submit the animal for
testing if someone had been ex-
posed to its bite. And yes, wearing
leather gloves is a good precau-
tion. Dispatching the animal
should be left up to your state
wildlife biologists or wardens.”

Holroyd also said bats end up
on the ground for various rea-
sons, and it doesn’t necessarily
mean they’re sick or injured.

“This time of year, it is very
likely that your mom had a juve-
nile bat fly into her house — they
are sometimes terrible flyers and
get tired out easily. Or it could
have been attacked by a cat or
some other injury,” she wrote.
“There are lots of reasons for a
bat on the ground. Yes, you do
have to be concerned about ra-
bies. All wildlife [mammalian]
can contract rabies. You shouldn’t
handle any wildlife without con-
cern for rabies.”

Bats are important critters and
play a key role in our ecosystems.
One bat can eat half its weight in
insects in a single day. Bats have
been unnecessarily demonized by
humans who fear them. And bats
are facing major struggles, includ-
ing white nose syndrome. Reader
after reader told me that. They’re
right.

So why did the bat in my
mom’s house meet its demise? It
wasn’t because I’m uncaring. It
wasn’t because I get my kicks out
of killing things. And it wasn’t be-
cause I don’t understand that cer-
tain bat species are listed as
threatened or endangered.

It’s because I was following the
advice of wildlife experts here in
Maine, based on the state’s proto-
col for dealing with bats.

This week I reached out to Cory
Mosby, the DIF&W’s small mam-
mal and furbearer biologist. He
explained the department’s stance
on bats. For the record, Mosby’s a
bat guy, and spent a good deal of
time talking to me about bat ex-
clusion devices, and non-lethal
ways of dealing with bats. For in-
stance, simply leaving a window
open and taking out the screen
will often encourage a bat to head
back outdoors. But the bottom
line is this: His department has a
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A yellow-naped Amazon (above) called RiRi perches on the shoulder of Margaret Buschmann on Tuesday at Siesta Sanctuary,
“assisted living for retired parrots,” in Harmony. Margaret Buschmann and her husband, Fritz Buschmann, founded the sanctuary for
rescued parrots more than a decade ago at their home. A cockatoo named Peaches (top from left), Congo African grey parrots Ebon
and Maxwell Dickerson and a macaw parrot also call the sanctuary home.

Anexotic sanctuary
By Aislinn sArnAcki
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Acacophony of screeches, whistles
and random words erupted as Mar-
garet Buschmann opened the door
and slowly walked into the “big par-

rot room.” About 50 exotic birds were in
the spacious room Tuesday, and many of
them were out of their cages, flying, climb-
ing and performing acrobatics on dan-
gling ropes and ladders.

“We like to let them move freely, out of
their cages, as much as possible,” Marga-
ret Buschmann said as she coaxed a scar-
let macaw parrot onto her arm. The large
bird nestled its bright red head into her
chest as Margaret ran her free hand over

its silky feathers, a rainbow of colors.
Margaret and her husband, Fritz, are

the founders and sole operators of Siesta
Sanctuary, which the couple describe as
“assisted living for retired parrots.”

For more than a decade, they have been
taking in rescued and displaced parrots
and giving them a permanent home at the
sanctuary, which is connected to the Bus-
chmann’s house in Harmony.

“I feel very fortunate to have a house
full of these — I really do,” Margaret said.
“But most people think I’m insane.”

To date, the Buschmanns, who are both
in their mid-60s, care for an all-time high
of 80 parrots of all sizes, shapes, colors
and dispositions.

On the weekend of Aug. 13-14, they’re
inviting the public to an open house to see
their many beautiful birds. The sanctuary
will be open from noon to 5 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday at 104 Brown Road in Harmo-
ny.

“We just love watching them — what
they figure out, who they decide to play
with. It’s like a soap opera,” Margaret said.
“It’s just hilarious to watch.”

Some of the parrots dance and perform
tricks while other talk and even sing.

But where did they all come from?
Almost all of the parrots the Bus-

chmanns have received over the years
have come from Maine homes.

80 parrots towelcome open house guests in Harmony
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BANGOR — The state’s wildlife
biologists, including deer special-
ist Kyle Ravana, tend to err on the
side of caution when making man-
agement decisions. Allowing too
few of a given species to be har-
vested in a given year is much
more easily correctable than al-
lowing hunters to take too many,
after all.

But this year, Ravana, the
Maine Department of Inland Fish-
eries and Wildlife’s deer biologist,
said a proposal to increase any-
deer permits by 59 percent over
the 2015 total, to 45,775, has caught
the attention of more than a few
hunters.

“I think it has created some
consternation in some people,”
Ravana said. “The common theme
is that people may think we’re up-
ping the number of permits too
soon following the [severe] win-
ters of 2014 and 2015.”

Hunters apply for a state-run
lottery for the allocated any-deer
permits, which are awarded in
specific wildlife management dis-
tricts. Those who don’t receive a
permit via the lottery are limited
to targeting deer with antlers dur-
ing hunting season.

Ravana said the increase in
permits is not an across-the-board
bump. Instead, some wildlife man-
agement districts with thriving
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Salmon Brook Lake trails on a state-owned unit of conserved land in Perham.

1-Minute Hike: Salmon Brook Lake trails
Difficulty: Easy-moderate.

From the south parking area, the
hike is about 5 miles long, but
much of that is on smooth multi-
use trails. From the north parking
area, the hike is a little less than 3
miles long if you just visit the ob-
servation platform, and 4 miles
long if you hike beyond that to the
group shelter.

How to get there: To hike the
trails from the south, park at the
Perham town office off High

Meadow Road in
Perham. To get
there from down-
town Presque Isle,
take Route 164
(Washburn Road)
through the towns
of Crouseville,
Adaline and Bug-
bee to Washburn.
In the town of

Washburn, after driving 10.4
miles on Route 164, turn left onto

Route 228. Drive 7.4 miles, then
turn left onto High Meadow Road.
Drive 1 mile and the town office
and town park will be on your
left. Park there, then start your
hike by crossing High Meadow
Road and walking east a few hun-
dred feet to a gravel multi-use
trail on the old Bangor and Aroos-

Mildwinter
good for deer,
hunters
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