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Abundant
food could
make bear
hunt tough

Maine’s bear season
began Monday, and
hunters who are head-
ing afield won’t just be

matching wits with the animals
this year. They’ll also be dueling
with Mother Nature as they try to
fill their tags.

According to a state bear biolo-
gist, luring bears into bait will
likely be more difficult this fall
for a simple reason: There’s so
much natural food in the woods,
bears will have plenty of choices
as they make their way through
the buffet line.

“This year is, perhaps, the
strongest natural food year for
bears that we
have seen for
quite a while,” bi-
ologist Randy
Cross of the
Maine Depart-
ment of Inland
Fisheries and
Wildlife said in a
recent email.

That’s bad
news for hunters.

Cross leads the field crew on
the state’s long-term bear re-
search project, and spends the
spring and early summer captur-
ing bears to “recruit” new ani-
mals for the project. Female bears
are fitted with radio collars that
allow biologists to visit their dens
during the winter months, check
their health and see how many
cubs they’ve produced.

“After we have weighed the
yearlings in their dens next win-
ter, we will be able to compare
[this year] more accurately to
other superfood years like 1996
and 2006,” Cross wrote. “But just
from looking around at nature’s
bounty, it looks pretty outstand-
ing to me.”

Cross explained that when
bears can find the natural foods
they crave in abundance, they are
less likely to visit bait sites,
which despite a hunter’s best ef-
forts, are recognized as non-natu-
ral and associated with humans
by the bears.

So, what are the bears eating
this summer?

“Hazelnuts and beechnuts are
both going to influence bear be-
havior and movement this fall,”
Cross wrote. “Apples are also su-
per-abundant in the portions of
the state that have apple trees. Of
the dozen or so foods that most
profoundly impact bears from late
summer through fall, most are ei-
ther abundant or moderately
abundant.”

There is a silver lining for
hunters though, Cross wrote.

With so much food on the land-
scape, the animals will not be
eager to head to their dens for the
winter. During years when food is
not available, bears will den early
and be unavailable for late-season
hunters.

“This year, bears should be ac-
tive through October for dog
hunters and trappers to pursue,
as well as in November for deer
hunters,” Cross wrote.

According to the DIF&W, a year
ago 11,345 hunters purchased a
permit that allowed them to hunt
bears. Of those, about 30 percent
of bear hunters successfully fill
their tags, the department said.

Bear season consist of three
segments in Maine. Hunters are
allowed to use bait from Aug. 31
until Sept. 26, with dogs from
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For more than 33 years, Randy
Cross has studied Maine’s black
bears, accumulating data that
help the state formulate its man-
agement plan for the iconic ani-
mals.

And the bears never cease to amaze
the wildlife biologist for the Maine De-
partment of Inland Fisheries and Wild-
life.

Walk into his appropriately dark,
basement level office — picture a bear’s
den with computers and chairs — and
Cross is happy to explore the mysteries
of the bear world, one case at a time.

On Wednesday, during an hour-long
conversation, Cross addressed three differ-
ent cases that are equally intriguing.
Among the topics covered: The recently
solved mystery of a long-lost research bear,
a six-cub litter in Aroostook County and
the extreme weight loss that male bears
can experience during mating season.

What happened to Karen?
Back in 2002, the DIF&W bear crew re-

ceived some bad news: Some of their
bears were missing.

In truth, the bears hadn’t gone any-
where, Cross said. They were still in the
woods, doing what bears do. But at least
seven of the female bears that research-
ers were tracking had become virtually
invisible to them after a technological
mishap.

“We lost them all at once,” Cross said,
explaining that the radio collars on
those bears all stopped working at the
same time, three years into what biolo-
gists thought would be a four-year lifes-
pan of the equipment. “We found out in
April that there was something going on
— the pilots couldn’t find the [signals
from the] bears. We’d just been in there
[to the dens] a month before, and every-
thing was working fine.”

Among those lost was “Karen,” a
daughter of “Sara,” the bear who has
produced more than 100 descendants in
the study.

At the time, Karen was 19 years old. And
biologists never saw her again.

This week, Cross received an email from
a game warden in Aroostook County who
passed along some news that would seem
surprising to some … but not to Cross.

Karen had been shot by a hunter, and
her 16-year-old radio collar was still
around her neck. Karen was 32½ years
old — ancient for a black bear — and
Cross said the news confirmed what he’d
always expected: Karen was still out there,
somewhere.

Cross said he reached out to two biolo-
gists who had also dealt with the bear,
passing along the news. And despite the
bear’s demise, Cross was happy that he fi-
nally had closure.

“It’s one of those things where people
say, ‘How can you be happy to hear that a
bear’s dead?’” Cross said. “I’m happy to
hear that the bear was doing well for 13
years [since we lost track of her].”

Cross also said that an elderly bear’s
life isn’t an easy one.
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Wildlife biologist Randy Cross poses with “Dozer,” a bear that he and his crew captured twice over a 12-day span earlier
this year. The captures occurred during mating season, and Dozer lost 34 pounds during that period as he pursued
female bears.
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BANGOR — Join local photogra-
pher Michele Benoit for a
photo walk, 10 a.m. Saturday,
Sept. 5, in Northeast Penjaja-
woc Preserve, meeting at the
Bangor Land Trust kiosk on
Kittredge Road. Bring a cam-
era and explore the land-
scapes and wildlife of this
beautiful preserve. Benoit will
share photography tips and
point out great photo opportu-
nities along the two-mile loop
trail. Dress appropriately for
the weather and trail condi-
tions. For information, call
Bangor Land Trust at 942-
1010.

BANGOR — Penobscot County
Conservation Association’s
38th annual Bangor Gun
Show, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 12, and 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 13, at Cross
Insurance Center, 515 Main St.
Admission is $8, and children
12 and under get in free with
an adult. Admission is $7 for
current members of law
enforcement, military and
National Rifle Association, with
current identification. Join the
NRA at the show and get free
admission. Proceeds will fund
college scholarships for wildlife
conservation and wildlife law
enforcement students at Uni-
versity of Maine and Unity Col-
lege. Call Charlie Rumsey at
941-8575 for table information.

BAR HARBOR — Seventh annu-
al Night Sky Festival, 9 a.m.-9
p.m. Sept. 10-14, Acadia
National Park. Stargaze atop
Cadillac Mountain with astron-
omers, take a nighttime boat
cruise while listening to
Wabanaki folklore, participate
in night sky photography
workshops and night hikes.

Visit AcadiaNightSkyFestival.
org for updates and a com-
plete schedule of events.

GRAND LAKE STREAM — Join
Downeast Lakes Land Trust
staff and volunteers to learn
about geocaching, 2-4 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 5, meeting at
Grand Lake Stream School on
Water Street. Participants navi-
gate to a specific set of GPS
coordinates and then attempt
to find the “geocache” — a
small container — hidden at a
location in the Farm Cove
Community Forest. Open to all
ages, participants should
come dressed in long pants
and closed-toed shoes and be
ready for walking over uneven
terrain. GPS and compasses
will be provided, but feel free
to bring your own. For infor-
mation, call Downeast Lakes
Land Trust at 796-2100 or
email cbrown@downeastlakes.
org.

HERMON — The sixth annual
Northern Maine Operation
Game Thief Sporting Clays Fall
Harvest Fun Shoot will be held
10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 5, at
Hermon Skeet Club, Black
Stream Road. Maximum of 50
shooters. Entry fee of $100
includes 100 target sporting
clays and lunch. Lots of varia-
tions: standard, midi, mini,
rabbits. There will be prizes,
raffles, silent auction, Wall of
Shame trailer on display, live
auction and wardens on site.
Bring your own shells with
shot size 7 1/2, 8 or 9. Eye
and ear protection required.
Register online at MaineOGT.
org or call Peter Bartley at
745-6498.

HOLDEN — Full moon paddle,
6-8 p.m., and lunar eclipse,
8:30-10 p.m. Monday, Sept.
28, Fields Pond. Cost is $5 for
one event, and $10 for both.
Canoe rental, with life jacket

and paddles, is $5. For ques-
tions or to register, call the
Fields Pond Audubon Center,
216 Fields Pond Road, at 989-
2591.

ORONO — Twelfth annual yard
sale to benefit Orono Bog
Boardwalk, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Sat-
urday, Sept. 12, 139 Main St.
Rain date is Sunday, Sept. 13.
To donate items, call Jim Bird
at 866-2578.

RANGELEY — Fourth annual
Rangeley Trail Town Festival
celebrating the Appalachian
Trail, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday, Sept. 5 and 6, at
Haley Pond Park and Pond
Street. Events include exhibits,
games, vendors, music, food
and more.

Nolte, Redford bring ‘AWalk in theWoods’ to life
By John holyoke
BDN Staff

Bill Bryson’s 1998 book, “A
Walk in the Woods: Redis-
covering America on the
Appalachian Trail,” would

seem to provide ripe fodder for
the big screen.

The trail itself is sometimes
breathtakingly
beautiful, and
Bryson’s quick
wit left many

readers — including me — laugh-
ing out loud while reading the
book.

There’s a catch, however: “A
Walk in the Woods” isn’t a
straight comedy. Instead, it’s a
celebration of human curiosity
and a study of our quest for ad-
venture. The fact that Bryson

combines those two facets in hi-
larious fashion is a bonus.

The movie version of “A Walk
in the Woods” made its debut this
week, and luckily for Bryson fans,
director Ken Kwapis captured
every nuance of the original work
in the film.

The film stars Robert Redford
as Bryson, Nick Nolte as his hik-
ing partner, Stephen Katz, and
Emma Thompson as Bryson’s
wife, Catherine.

If you’re a Bryson reader, the
casting of the male leads might
leave you raising an eyebrow. Con-
sider: The key thread of the book
involves the author and his some-
times-bumbling sidekick embark-
ing on an epic journey. They hope
to hike the entire Appalachian
Trail from Georgia to Maine.
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Robert Redford (left) stars as Bill Bryson and Nick Nolte as Stephen
Katz in “A Walk in the Woods,” a film about two men attempting to
travel the Appalachian Trail. The film was adapted from Bryson’s
travelogue.
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After 13 years, hunter gives researchers a piece of the puzzle
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